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„ Et” ; „ 
The religions Obſervation of the Lon RD's Dar or 
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Too every thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time for 
every purpoſe under heaven. And if there be - 
4 time and ſeaſon allowed for every thine aud 
purpoſe, even the meaneſt things and purpoſes in the world; 
ſurely an infinitely wiſe God will allow a proper time 
and ſeaſon for the beſt things and purpoſes, and particu- 
larly for his ſolemn worſhip and ſervice, which is the 
moſt neceſſary and excellent purpoſe in the world, It is 
not enough, that we give God, from whom we have all 
our time, a ſhare of every day for his ſervice; * no, we 
worſhip: Yea, it is agreeable to the diſtates of the light 
ef mature, and of ſcund' reaſon; that one whole day of 
every week ſhould be dedicated to him for that end. 
All nations through the world have had their ſeaſons © 
and ſer times for devation and ſacrifices. The heathens; 
who worſhipped dumb idols, had their feſtivals and holy- 
days, and particularly one day of the week, which they 
eſteemed more ſacred than the reſt. The Turks, who 
have taken up with the moſt unreaſonable deluſions and 
impoſtures, do ſtill retain the impreſſions of the rationa- 
lity and equity of this thing, that there ſhould be u cer- 
tuin day of the week ſet apart for the ſolemm worſhip of 
God. Indeed the light of nature, without ſome other 
elp, could not have determined men univerſally. to de- 
\ dicate the ſeventh day of their time to God; more thaw | 
tze ſixth or eighth day: But ſeeing the wiſe Creator of  Þ 
re world, and Author of time, thought fit, from be 
8 beginning, to meaſure time by days, and parcel put theſe © 
4 days into ſuch remarkable periods, as weeks, or the u- 
vxlution of ſeven days, to be conſtantly ehſer ved all 2 42 
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world over; it is moſt conſonant to reaſon and equity, 
 , that one day of each tek ſhould bè holy to the Lord. 
But, beſides the light of nature, we have the light of 
revelation for this point; God hath expreſly e in 
his word, one day in ſeven, to be kept holy for his ſolemn 
worſhip; wtither hath he left the particular day to mens 
4... , own Pick, but hath choſen it for them; And now, in 
the new teſtament, he points out the firft day of the week | 
to be the Chriſtian Sabbath to the end of the world, as © 
i made evident in the following treatiſes , © 
©. The ſews have their Saturday Sabbath, which they 
glory in, and call the Queen of the week: The Ma- 
Hometans keep the TUO? ar being Mahomet's birth- 
day: The Parthians and ſome other Pagan nations ob- 
ſerve Tueſday, and eſteem it above all the days of the 
week, _, But it is the nn badge of the profeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity through all the world, to celebrate 
the firſt day. of the week, being Chriſt's reſurrection- day, 
and hence called the Lord's day. Now, tho the Jews 
and ſome few others plead that the ſeventh day from 
the creation is unalterable by vertue of the fourth com- 
mand, it is ſhewed in this treatiſe, that the words of 
the fourth command are ſo framed, that they may be 
applied to any day of the week that God doth pleaſe to 
pitch upon for the Sabbath, ꝛuhether it be the firſt or laſt 
of the ſeven days. For -when it is ſaid, The ſeventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; it doth not 
mean the ſeventh day from the creation, but any ſeventh + 
day after fix days labour which, God pitches on; upon 
_ which account it is not called that ſeventh day, but the 
ſeventh day. Neither is the ſeventh day mentioned 
in the firſt words of the command, which contain the 
ſubſtance of it ; for it is ſaid only, Remember the Sab= . 
bath-day to keep it holy, not the ſeventh day. Nor 
zs the ſeventh day mentioned in the laſt words of tbe 
command, which contain the formal reaſon of it; for it 
i: ſaid only, The Lord bleſſed the Sabbath-day and 
hallowed it, not the ſeventh day. * 
As to the firſt day of the week, our Chriſtian Sabbath; _ 
the great Lord of our time hath appropriate this day to 
#imſelf, mar it with his ſeal; and hath put his | 
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vams uon it, calling it, Rev.i. 10. ite Kuptexit, tht - » 
Lord's day; even as he calls the holy ſupper, I Cor. 1 
Xi. 20. eimvoy Kuptazoy, the Lord's ſupper; becauſe 2 | 
the one was his inſtitution as well as the other, and E. © 
apart for keeping up his memory, and ſhewing forth his 


| 2 Wherefore no true Chriſtian or lover of our Lord _ 
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Jaeſus Chriſt will be indifferent about the keeping of this _ - 
| holy day: For as the holy obſerving of. this day is an 
* _ and viſible owning of the Lord Feſus.( whoſe name it 
bears) for our Lord and Maſter ; ſo the neglect of this 
; day is a plain diſ#wning of him, and an open ſlighting 
of the benefits of his reſurrection. O that men would 
think on this, and conſider what they do, _ when they _ 
neglect or contemn the Lord's day! „ 


© 'Tho' the way of Sabbath-ſantification be the. good 
old way, appointed by God ever ſince he created man 
upon thy earth; yet there is no way more hated, no duty + 
more oppoſed by Satan and wicked men: Which we need 
not be ſurpriſed at, ſeems it is a ſpecial fence to all re- 
ligron, and a great bulwark againſt the torrent of im- 
piety that runs in the world. And that true piety is 
ſo low in moſt places, and vice and immorality ſo gene- 
rally prevail, is mainly to be imputed to the abounding 
neglect and contempt of the holy Sabbath: For common 
experience doth teſtiſy, that where the Lord's day is moſs 
ſtrictly obſerved," there Chriſtian knowledge, piety and 
mortality do proſper moſt; and where the Sabbath is diſ- 
> regarded, there all theſe do decay. The conſideration 
whereof ſhould excite all the lovers of God and Boli- 
neſs, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to ſupport the credit 
and maintain the, dignity of the Sabbath againſt all its 
enemies, J... nes 
This conſideration hath moved me to contribute my 
mite Fier this excellent ſubject in the following treatiſe, © 
which is partly controverſial, and partly practical; for 
confuting the enemies of the Sabbath, and for inſtructing 
all in the divine warrant, for ſanctiſying this holy day, 
3 and in the right manner of doing it. — There are two 
3 WM effential things in the Chriſtian religion, which all ſhould 
to male conſcience af; ſincerely to believe its truths, and 
„ faithfully to practiſe its duties. The firſt; of theſe hab 
| F 8 0 465.48 — 
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© great influence upon the ſecond; for, if the Chrifiian 
Truths be not firmly believed, the Chriſtian duties will 


Be ill performed: Now, the beſt mean for promoting both 
the Gbriſtian faith and Chriſtian practice is the fancti- 


. - Feation of the Lord' 5 day. 5 


Had it not been for the obſervation of the Sabbath, 


* 


\ 


God in every religious duty. Ihe frequent. recurring of 


Nerves to continue the remembrance of Chriſt and heaven 
among men, keep ſin and vice under conſtant rebukes, 


*eadentis ecclefize : For, if once we make a gap in this 


BI forts of men brought to have 4 due regard to them. 
"6h EG oe ff. rigs 


© the truths of Chr iftianity bad been quite razed out of 
'  #he minds of the moſt part: For as the Lord's day, of 


Jtſelf,, is a bright. and lively. memorial. of our redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt; ſo upon this day we conſtantly have 


unded in our ears the truths of that religion which _ 


Chrift and his apoſtles delivered unto the world; and the 


Excellency of them inculcate upon us. — And as the ob- 
fervation of the Sabbath is a great preſervative to the 
 gruths of. Chriſtianity, ſo it is alſo to the duties thereof. 

God hath ſet this one duty as-a hedge or fence for keeping 


all the reſt; for, by keeping the Sabbath conſcientiouſly, 


the ſoul is notably diſpoſed and put in frame for ſerving 
#his day, and the goſpel-ordinances therein diſpenſed, 


and put atheiſm and infidelity tothe bluſh. Take away 
the obſervation of the Lord's day, then the worſhip of 


God would be caſt off, and atheiſm, profaneneſs and all 
Eiforders, like a flood, would break in upon us. 


We may look upon the duty of Sabbath- ſanctification 


20 be of no leſs conſequence to the practice of Chriſtianity, 


Shan Luther reekoned the article of Juſtification 20 be t., 
he doctrine of it, when he called it articulus ſtantis ſeu 


Þedge off piety, ſerious godlineſs will run out atit, aud a 
Foed of impiety and l ruſh in upon us. It was 
ſurely the ſenſe of this, that de 


emperors, kings, parliaments, and church-councils and 


Hod, to frame and publiſh ſo many excellent laws and 


-atts for the ſtrict obſervation of the Lord's day, agree- 


ehurches and nations, if theſe were put in execution, an 


termined the wiſeſs of 


ry 
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able to the divine laws thereanent, ſome whereof I ſhall ” _ 
Particularly mention afterwards. It would be happy for 
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\- But; notwithſtanding of all the laws divine and hus 
man for the holy obſervation of the Lord's day, ibm 


are many in the age wherein we live, h adventurt 


to pour contempt upon this holy day. Some there arewho / 4 
dliſpute againſt the ant of the Sabbath, and diſou m 


the ſtanding and perpetual obligation of, the fourth com 
mand. Others, tho they own the obligation of thy 
command ſo far as to forbear ſervile work, and attend 
publick worſhip on the Sabbath, yet plead for carnal dis 
verſions and recreations after publick worſhip is over 
Many would incline to the Papiſts way of Ar : 
the Sabbath, who after maſs and ever-ſong (as they call 
it) go preſently to piping and dancing, and then o 
ale-houſe ; the ſame way that the Iſraelites celebrated © 
the feaſt of the golden calf, Exod, xxxii. 6. The people 
eat and drank, and roſe up to play. If this 6 
courſe were allowed, as of old in times of aniichriſtian 
darkneſs, many would then call the Sabbath a delight} 
and be in ſome meaſurerreconciled to it; but, when they. 
hear that the whole Sabbath is to be ſpent in religious 
duties and exerciſes, they murmur, and ſay as theſe in 
Mal. i. 13. What a weanneS ni?! TS 
t would be no grievance to many, to ſee that old a- 
bomination of the book of ſports revived and authoris 
ſed among us; I mean, that infamons decturation fo 
liberty of ſports and recreations on the Lord's day, pubs 


* 


| | ated td, : 
be read from the pulpits; the prelates conſenting to it 
and perſecuting theſe miniſters who refuſed to read it: 
O what hainons God-provoking wickedneſs was it for 
civil and ecclefiaſtick rulers to unite in promoting the pros 
Fanation of the Sabbath by ſuch methods! As the beau) 
judgments of God followed them for ſuch avowed pros 
\ fanation, ſo theſe in our age have reaſon to fear his 


Judgments, who continue to be of the ſame profane diſ> 


poſition. Oh, is it not evident that ſports and paſtimes 


do unfit the mind for ſpiritual ſervice, and take off mens. 


thoughts from what is ſerious and ſolemn Do they not 
Put the heart out of frame for attending on God, and for 
Aaraus? This is irre more fully in the flleweing o real. 
3 OE 


holding communion with him in holy duties and ordi- a 


* 1 F 
by 8 hs a 


— 


__ -- 
<8 


IMs. 7 —_— S 
id. „ 83 * 6 — ra 2 n 
W 2 


"_— — ww . q 


rede _ 
r — Os — — 
v ** . * 8 8 


* N R 
5 


" * © N — FP er 
2 od 7 & 5 i; 5 * a " * * - Na : * 
* _ 2 : . 8 * : * „ 1 i - Js 
* . B Y ü $74 
IM v | * N 
"i 2 Ry „ 9 0 1 * ; 
: > > y, . | ; k 4 1 3 
A — * 
= - G ? & CY * 
* 9 » G 
z | 2 . 


g yer than the beaſts do: They only reſt from their ordi- 
nary labour, and ſpend the day in idleneſs and ſloth; 


F  peaſonable creature. To ſanctiſy the Sabbath, is not to 
F - keep it merely as a reſt from our common employ ments, or 
day ſet apart for God's glory, and for prompting our ſal- 
. meſs of many poor careleſs ſouls on this day, they labour 
As little for their ſouls on it, as they do for their bodies; 
hey ſleep, loiter, ly at home, and ſeldom go to any wor- 
Hip at all; if they go out of doors, it is for their diver- 
Fon, to take a walk, to pay a viſit, or the like, but not 
0 attend God's worſhip. Many, alas! will go a dozen 

of miles to a market for a little gain, that will not go 


Hage-play, or of ſome idle paſtime, perhaps they would 
Ge ſound there among the firſt; but, for ſpiritual work, 


che have an averſion to it. „ 
MHMoreover, there are many who go to church and attend 
erdinances this day, rather to pleaſe a natural conſcience, 
or ſupport their reputation in the world, than to ſerve 
Bod or ſave their ſouls, Or perhaps they go, becauſe it 
' 3s the faſhion, or the way in which they have been 
brought up; but, alas ! leaving their hearts behind them, 


hence it is, that in the time of the, moſt ſolemn worſhip 
#hey have their eyes either wandring after vanity, or elſe 


Fhe Sabbath, taſte no ſweetneſs in ordinances, know no- 


better than a thouſand any where elſe.— No, this 
day is to them the longeſt and moſt weariſom day of ali 
The week; the religious exerciſes of it are irkſom and bur- 
Aenſom to them. It may be ſaid: of them, as of Doeg 
abe Edomite, 1 Sam. xxi. 7. He was that day detained 
before the Lord: They long to be releaſed from the ſer- 
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Keep it as an idle day; but to beep it as a holy day, a 


 #hing of communion with God in them: They underſtand 
ot the pſalmiſt's language, A day in God's courts is 


- Again; there are others who obſerve this day no bet- 


vation. But, alas! ſuch is the ſpiritual ſloth and idle- 


Fhey preſent their bodies to Hod, and no more: And 


— 


\ 


2vhich is to keep: the Sabbath of an ox or aſs, not of a / 


one mile, nor a few ſteps to the church, to attend the 
' Soſpel-market for enriching their ſouls. I the bell that 
calls them to the worſhip of God, did advertiſe them of 4 


Put with drouſineſs and ſleep; they find no delight in 
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vice of that day, and glad when it is ber: Alas! 


£ 


vt | 


| the minds of many. are ſo ſet upon the world, that they 


complain in their hearts of the length of this day, as 


| theſe Iſtaelites of old, Amos viii. 5. When willthenews © © 
moon be gone, that we may ſell corn; and the Sab- 5 


bath, that we may ſet forth wheat? They count all theſe 
days loſt days, that bring them in no worldly gain, 
Hence it was, that the Heathens (as Seneca tells us) 
counted the Jews a fooliſh people, becauſe they loſt g full 


ſeventh part of their lives, to wit, by obſerving the Sab. 


bath. But, ah! it is to be lamented, that not Heathent 
only, but alſo many profeſs Chriſtians, count the Sab 


Lat) a loſt day: O what baſe ingratitude is this to God, 


1 


zo the ſouls of men! 


„ 


for the invaluable privilege and bleſſing of the Sabbath 
| Laſfly, There are, beſides theſe mentioned, ſome prodigies 
of wickedneſs inthe world, perſons who a their 
lewd and profane courſes with more vigour on this holy day 


| than upon any other; and ſo make this day ef holy reſt 
tte devil's working-day, and conſume it wholly upon their 
luſts O how daring an affront muſt this be to a great 


and holy God, to make that a day to ſerve the devil, a 
day to improve in vice and debauchery, which the Lord 


hath inſtituted to be a day for his own worſhip, and ſor 


our improvement in piety and devotion ! 


that 1 have written the enſuing treatiſe; and, to make 


it more Jour ally uſeful to the poor, 1 have ſhortned this 
ition of it, by leaving out the Help for Prayer 
which was ſubjoined to the former, and poſſibly may be 


third e 


aſterwards publiſhed by itſelf. I have heard of the uſe- 
Julneſs of this treatiſe to ſome who have read it; O that 
God would bleſs it to many more, and make it the means 
to preſerve and promote the love and efteem of the Lord's 
day in the hearts of many !--— As ſetious godlineſs never 
did, fo it never will thrive or flouriſh in the world, when 
or where the Lord's day is diſregarded: Long experience 
confirms it, that the ſin of Sabbath-breaking is a wofutl 
inlet to impiety and profaneneſs. They who once begin 
to mate little difference betwixt the Lord's day and other 
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It is for remedying theſe woſul abuſes of the Sabbath, 


days, will eaſily be brought to make little difference be- 
3 if 2 mo 
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x | $wixt the Tord names and-other names, the Lord's table 


and other tables, the Lord s boot and other books: Where- 
as a conſcientions regard to this holy day is a ſtrong fences 
zo religion, being a mighty au- band upon the ſoul againſt 
ile commiſſian of in, and the neglect of duty. The 
Lord's day is an unſpeakable bleſſing to a loſt world, and 


the ſweeteſt day that ever dawned upon it; it ought to 
be the delight of our ſouls, and rejoicing of our hearts. 


Every wiſe man, that knows the value of this day, wilt 
have a peculiar eſteem for it above all the days of the 
wee, and will reckon every minute of it precious, and 


. defire that none of it be miſpent. What Chriſt ſaid to 


bis diſciples concerning the loaves and the fiſhes, he ſays 

_ Fo us concerning his holy day, Gather up the fragments, 
Gather up the ſpare hours and minutes of it, count 
„them as precious. as the gold-ſmith doth the ſmall 
e flangsof his gold, let nothing of Sabbath-time be loſt, 
* improve it wholly for God and your ſouls.” * _ 
This treatiſe I recommend chiefly to families, becauſe 

_ the duty of ſanttifying the Sabbath doth nearly concern all 
Families as ſuch : For all governors of families are char+ 
-ged, by the fourth command, to ſes that it be done in 
all their dwellings; and, by the command, they are 
made reſponſible for their children, ſervants, and for all 


that lodge within their gates, that none of them be al- 
lowed to break the Sabbath. If any maſters of families be 


excited by this treatiſe to mind their proper duty, I have 
amy reward; but let the glorious Author of the Sabbath 
alone have the praiſe. Co EL” 

May all of us get grace to keep the Sabbath of our 
| God, and chuſe the things that pleaſe him, and take hold 
of hiscovenant, that ſo we may be numbred among thoſe 
whom he will bring to his holy mountain, and make joy- 
fel in his bouſe of prayer! Amen, N 
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.. our Anceſiors and Legiſlators manifeſled | 
80 the Lord's Day, and of the Las 
and Acts made in antient Times for the 


firift Obſervation of it, with theſe of 


* 


5 this Nation and Church which ſtill fland 


in Force; being ſo many Teſtimonies to 


the Morality of the Sabbath, and the 
Divine Inſtitution f the Lord's Day. 


wy hall not ſtand here ko notice the high regard which 


kings, prophets and righteous men among the Jews 


had forthe Sabbath, recorded in the old teſtament; 71 | 
_* the paſlages being obvious to theſe who are verſant in 
the holy ſcriptures, ſundry of which are brought in in 


the following treatiſe. — Neither ſhall I ſtand citing the 
teſtimonies of learned and pious divines at home or 


abroad, for confirming the doctrine of this treatiſe ; 
_ ſeeing theſe are fo many as would fill a volume by 
.  themielves.—-I ſhall only mention fome of theſe of 
more publick authority, and which may be of greater 
weight with the generality of readers. 


The antient Chriſtians, who lived neareſt the apoſtles 


times, {till ſpoke of the Lord's day with the higheſt vene- 


ration and reſpect; ſuch as Ignatius, Juſtin Martyr, 


Tertullian and others; who alſo give an account of the 


particular religious ſervices performed by Chriſtians 
on that day. It is obſervable, that the Chriſtians then 
commonly called that day among themſelves, the firſt 
day of the week and the Lord's day, as it is denomi- 


nated in the new teſtament; likewiſe they ſometimes 


called it the eighth day, becauſe it ſucceeded the Jewiſſi 


ſeventh day, and came to be celebrate jp the room of o 


f 
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Some Inſlances of the great Regard "which - | 


8 


, 2 — N 
e ̃᷑ R ̃ ³¹A. “ “.... ̃§—0t EEE I or 


"RR 


mii Some human Laws and Ans, 
it; and ſeems to be pointed at by the eighth day mention< 
ed by Exek. xliii. 27. e ee of the fathers, ſuch 
as Juſtin and Tertullian in their apologies to the heathen 
emperors, called this day Sunday; the reaſon whereof 
z plain, they were ſpeaking to Heathens, who always 
_ called this day by that name, and ſo would not have 
4 known certainly what day they meant, if they had 
not called it Sunday ; which name indeed was given it 


to the Sun, which was the chief of the planetary gods 
an _ But now, when that reaſon. is 
ceaſed,' and Chriſtians ſpeak of this day among them- 
ſelves, it is not proper to give it the name of Sunday 
JJ OTTER, 
> - With what eſteem and veneration doth Ignatius that 
antient martyr ſpeak of this day in his epiſtle to the 
Magneſians? ſaith he, Let us not jewiſhly ſabbatize, 
c but let us reſt ſpiritually; and, inſtead of the old 
ER , © Sabbath, let every lover of Chriſt celebrate the 
WW © LORD's DAY, the/beſt and moſt eminent of 
=_ << days,.in which our FE -arofe.” 7 
h So ſtrictly was this gay. ſet apart by the antients for 
ublick devotion, that very early the ſynod of 11+ 
| hrs ordained, © Phat if any man dwelling in a city 
(here churches are near at hand) ſhould for three 
« Lord's days keep from church, he ſhould be ſuſpen- 
« ded from communion with the church.“ | 
In the fourth century, the Hiſtorian Euſebus tells us, 
that Conſtantine the great, the firſt Chriſtian emperor, 
iſſued an edi, requiring the whole Roman empire to 
. obſerve the LORD's DAY, in memory of thoſe _ 
things which were done by the common Saviour of 
all men: And bearing, that he counted that day, the 
beſt and chief of days, truly the LORD's, anda day 
of ſalvation; and that he ordered his army to offer up 
prayers to God, and required all men everywhere to 
apply themſelves to religious worſhip; and that no 
==. work nor any thing ſhould be allowed to hinder their 
= prayers and devotions that day. on iN | 
Me read alſo of many antient laws made by kings 


. in England, prohibiting all kinds of ſervile work, . 


i” 


by the Heathens, becauſe ef their dedicating this day © 
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8 Merchandiſe or traffick, on the Lord's day, upon very. 
ſevere penalties; as that made by king Ina about the 


the ſame effect with that rr {ole and more par- 
ticularly and ſtrictly forbidding a and : 
ings of people for ſecular affairs or converſes; requi-. 


employment on this day. _ . „ 
Lo the ſame purpoſe might be adduced many canons 
of eccleſiaſtick ſynods and councils in England, France, 


woe find collected by Dr. Francis White Biſhop of Ely 

con vocation of the Scots clergy: for the Lord's day, at 
Archbiſhop Spot iſwood: They ordained, that every 
Ssaturday from twelve a- clock ſhould be ſet apart for 


preparation for the Lord's day; and that all the people 
on Saturday evening, at the ſound of the bell, ſhould 
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year 688, that made by king Alſred in the year 8705 


that made by Edward his ſon about the year 912, that 
made by king Edgar about the year 966, which re- 
| Quired that the celebration of the Lord's day ſhould 


begin from nine a- clock on Saturday night: Alſo 
that law made by king Cauute about the year 1026, to 


trade, and all meet- 


ring them to abſtain from hunting and every worldly 


Germany and other nations; a great number whereof 


in 1635. Likewiſe we find great zeal manifefted by a 


their meeting at Perth in the year 1180, as narrated by 


addreſs themſelves to hear prayers, and ſhould abſtain 
from worldly labours till Monday morning. 
But I ſhall paſs from theſe more antient laws and 

canons, to give a brief account of ſome acts of par- 
liament both in Englanq and Scotland, which are now 


n force, for obſerving the Lord's day; and which all 
magiſtrates of burghs, juſtices of peace, and other 


judges, ſhould and might execute preſently, if thex˖ 

were diſpoſed to do it. 5 5 19 
In England, primo Car. I. Cap. I. Foraſmuch as 

« there is nothing more acceptable to God than the 


# 


true and ſincere worſhip of him according to his 

holy will, and that the holy keeping of tlie Lord's 
day is a principal part of the true ſervice of Gd, 
* which in very many places of this realm hath been, 


and now is, profaned and neglected by diſorderly 
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nie Some human Laws aud ; sse 
gz © fartsof people: It is therefore enacted, That there 
„ ſhall be no meetings, aſſemblies, or concourſe of 
* of people, on the Lord's day, for/any ſport and 
E,,ßpß ) of ĩðx 
Tiertio Car. 1. Cap. I. it is enacted, That no car- 
« rier, carman, wainman, nor drover of cattle, ſhall 
.« travel on the Lord's day, upon pain of forfeiting 
« twenty ſhillings : Nor any butcher ſhall be allowed 
« to kill or ſell meat, c m. | h 
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pPigeſimo nono Car. II. Cap, VII. it is enacted, * That 
« all the laws enacted and in force concerning the ob- 
« ſervation. of the Lord's day J and repairing to tho 

4 church thereon, be carefully pat in execution: And 

« that all and every perſon and perſons whatſoever 
. « ſhall, on every Lord's day apply themſelves to th 
* obſervation of the ſame,” by exerciſing themſelves 
« thereon in the duties of piety and true religion publick- 
. * ly and privately ; And that no tradeſman, artificer, 

i 'workman, labourer, or other perſon whatſoever, 

de ſhall do or exerciſe any worldly labour, buſineſs, or 

. work of their ordinary callings upon the Lord's day, 
t or any: part thereof (works of neceſſity and-charity, _ - 
% only excepted:) And that every perſon, being of 
4 the age of fourteen. years and upwards, offending 

= in the premiſles, ſhall for every ſuch offence forfeit 
the ſum of five ſhillings: And that no perſon or. 

# | . < perſons whatever ſhall publickly cry, ſhew forth, or 
dic expoſe to ſale, any. wares, merchandiſes, fruit, 

« herbs, goods or chaitels whatſoever upon the Lord's 

c day, or any part thereof, upon pain that every perſon 

« ſo offending ſhall 'forfeit the fame goods fo. cried, 


ec or ſhewed forth, or expoſed to fale,” 
It is further enacted, “ That no drover, horſe- 
4 courſer, waggoner, butcher, higler, their or any ofß 
« their ſervants, ſhall travel or come into his or their 
inn or lodging upon the Lord's day, or 3 wa 
t thereof, upon pain that each and every ſuck offen- 


der {hall forfeit twenty fhillings. for every ſuch 

od offence, And if any other perſon travels on tge 
e is not to be anſwerable for it; and, Whatever the? 
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2 for ſuch robberies. No Waterman is to be emplo = 
« ed to travel, except-as licenſed; for ſome extraor 
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rred from 7 any act 


r nary occaſion, No perſon, is allowed to ſerve r 


. : 4 execute, or cauſe to be ſerved. or exccùted, any 


« writ, proceſs, warrant, order, judgment or device, 
« except in caſes. of treaſon, felony, or. breach of 
«-the peace. The impeachment of offenders is to, be 


* within ten days, and a third part of the MM 


«is e . the: POOR . 44, 


, = E 
— ; 1 4 | 


7 1 


* 1 


Some Alls 55 the e 7 Scots 


land for the religious Obſervation . 


_ the Lord's mg — — EP Jani is 
Force.” 2 | 


- 


| oh 


wb 


there ſhall be no markets on the geh Thas 
And that no gaming, playing, paſſing to taverns 
and ale-houſes, or ſe ling of meat or drink, ox 


205 


«© wilful remaining from, the pariſh-kirk in time of 
_ «©: ſermon or prayers, upon the Sabbath-day, be uſed, 


under the pains of twenty ſhillings Scots: 7 And who. 

<< refuſe, ox are unable to pay the ſaid pains, ſhall be put | 

and holden in the ſtocks, or ſuch ether engine for 
publick puniſhment, for. the : ſpace of twenty four 


« hours, c-. 2 
- Charles II. Parl. 1. A& 18. intituled, Act for the 1 
D 4222 ob ſer vation of the Lprd's day ; which act dot di- 


e All going of falt-pans, mills or kilns, unden 
* 5 pains of twenty pounds Scots, to be paid by t 
„ heritors and poſſeſſors thereof: And allo all 32 bk. 
hiring of ſhearers, carrying of loads, x Ny 

ing Fs warkets, or uſing of merchandiſe upon 
9 1 day, and all other profanations thereof, under 


bes the pain of ten pounds Seors, the one half ment 


to be paid by the faid fiſher or ſhearer hired, ie 2 ? 


Ws, * the other Half by the FEW 1 And, -Y 
EK PG © offender. 1 


Y — 


* 
s 
% A by 
a | 


| 6 
* ” 5 . 
5 7 F - 

„ 3 

vr 4 L 2 
: 22 N 5 

* ; * 7 * 

5 4 +2. 
a 


> iS <0 4 
x 

* pd 4 

+ 

* 


0 — "a _ * * . : "_ j I. 
= 0 — of N , * * a 2 4 — on SW. 
- — 89 * L ry my * * Lin ag PF 45 * * * 1 * 4 = 2 2 * . p * 4 2 1 2 
> - n F 1 1 1 a * e * oo 6 b 
Pp” "FT" S ©, — 5 n A e 1 K — — - - 
2 „ F 2 * 2 0 N „ 1 
r ISS 5 ut va ER — — > x | a J * 
n . 2 — gn — n 1 * . * - LOST ae * 2 y wt; «as — tg = 
* ES c 5 * A 8 N "© tt "oat R , - "—_ ” L Fong "oF ? g — Iv} 
* , PT inp. 1 * 5 - WS 5 —_— 1 <6 I ” 0 ye” n . . N —— 2 
9933 - 4 Es. 5 . — e 77 . r ; - > Ws - 1 * c 1 , 4 K a n Pr 
. 4 " — * J' "4 - A p - 
8 4 Y 7 t 2 EI: as - - * ” - - 4 
N * Do 47 : 4 A R — n — — * * ” y 
0 bo 


r . ** 
—  v i 
+ * : M 
—— N n 9. 4 * 

WY * * Cal. 

+ 2 on 
4 x a 1 * 5 ah Lak - 2 15.8 Er Low 4 - . : — 1 2 < 
3 rr — RE x 3 a Gy y Be oe MER ones of 7 3 — 
— "#4 X * * beat * * 5 Pc a * N 
i * . Z * — 


ren 

7 A Roe . 

* — Es . n 
* x X38 
2 


gs. offender be not able to pay the ſaid penalties, that 


* 
| 
f 


88 


—— 


* by * * 5 
— echt 6 
n 
. 
: — 


1 2 * 8 * — 
* * ye * e 
* 2 
1 
* 


* 


KIT! 


_ "ROT * p 1 17S, ” 1 IS 1 3 \ 7 b * 1 ö * 
2 > ww» 5. + S. F 4 . : — 
o : : \ ; ? | * ö : 2 e 7 . & . 
| \ . * 1 we? „ 5 
x * 5 0 0 5 4 * ” "=" * 8 5 9 * x 1 : * 4 f * * # r ' g 
eri Some human Laws and Atis 
© ; „ f F 
*. s 8 8 o 1 


„ he be exemplarily puniſhed in his body according 
< to the merit of his fault.—- This Act is again ratifi- 
« ed, Char. II. Parl. 2. Seſſ. 3. Chap. 22. Likewiſe it is 
'< ratified by K. William, Parl. t. June 15. 1693. And 
& alſo, that parliament made ſeveral new laws to the 
„ {aid purpoſe, June 28. 1695, October g. 1696, Janu- 
* ary 31. 1701. And in theſe acts they ratify, renew 
* and revive all former laws againſt Sabbath-breaking, 
and ſtrictly require and injoin all inferior magiſtrates 
to put the ſame to exact and punctual execution 
againſt all perſons without exception; with certi- 
fication, that any magiſtrate that wall refuſe, neglect 
or delay to execute the ſaid laws, upon application 
of any miniſter or kirk-ſeflion, or any perſon in their 
name, informing and offering ſufficient probation, 
mall be liable torres quoties to a fine of an hundred 
pounds Scots by the Lords of ſeſſion, ec.” L 
| Likewiſe our Sovereigns, upon their coming to the 
throne, do ſtill emit proclamations for executing the 
laws againſt Sabbath-breaking and other vices; and 


wherein they charge all magiſtrates and judges to ſup- - 


and 


reſs and puniſh the profanation of the Lord's day. 
y gaming, ſelling liquors and otherwiſe; and they 
wire and command all perſons whatſoever decently 
reverently to attend the worſhip of God on every 
in of their higheſt diſpleaſure, and 


Lord's day, on 
ed againſt with the utmoſt rigour that 


of being procee 
= be by law. . . 3 

To theſe acts of parliament and proclamations, I 
might ſubjoin ſome acts of the General Aſſembly of 


* 


. , the Church of Scotland againit Sabbath-breaking, and 8 


for the better obſervation of the Lord's day. Many 
ſuch acts have they made fince our reformation from, 
Popery : I ſhall only mention a few of the. 
A.. 1639, at Edinb. Auguſt 29th. They made an 
act, intituled, Act anent keeping of the Lord's day, in 
which we have theſe word's; The General Aſſemm 
ly recommend to the ſeyeral presbyteries the exe-' 
J cution of the old acts of aſſemblies againſt be 
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2 at keeping the Lord's Day.  wwit |} 
© breach of the Sabbath-day, by. going of mills, falt=, 1 
« pans, ſalmon- fiſhing, or any ſuch like labour, exc.” 
A. 1646, at Edinb. June 18. They made an Act, 
intituled, Act againſt looſing of ſhips and barks on the 
_ Lord's day, which runs thus; The General Aﬀembly 
„ underſtanding how. much the Lord's day is profaned 
«© by skippers and other ſea-fearing men, do therefore 
« diſcharge and inhibite all skippets and failors to be- 
„gin any voyage on the Lord's day, or to looſe any 
« {tips, barks or boats out of the harbour or road up- 
. «- ons that day: And who ſhalldo in the contrary there- 
of, ſhall be cenſured as profaners of the Sabbath. 
| Aff. 1699, at Edinb. January 30. in their act againff 
profaneneſs, they! have theſe words; © The General 
« Aſſembly recommends. to the kirk-feſfions and pres- 
„ byteties, the vigorous, impartial, and yet prudent, 
* exerciſe of diſcipline againſt all immorality; eſpecially 
« drunkenneſs and filthineſs, curſing, ſwearing and pro- 
„ fanihg the Lord's day, which too much abound : 
1 : « And that they apply to the magiſtrate for the exe- 
8 « cution of the good laws made againſt immorality 
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” | < and profancnefs.. And ſeeing it is obſerved, that in 

Y 8 « burghs, eſpecially. thoſe of the greateſt reſort, as 

r « Edinburgh, many ſit too late in taverns eſpecially on 
* on che Saturday's night, and memof buſineſs pretend 3 
15 „they do it for the relaxation of their minds; thro”. 

100 « which, ſome neglect the publick; worſhip on the i 
9 „ Lord's day in the forenoon, and others attend tage 
* « worſhip drouſily: Therefore the General Aſſembl 
„ I recommends to all miniſters, where fuch ſinful cu- 

of 1 © toms are, to repreſent to the people, both publickly If 
nd. « and privately, the fin and evil thereof; and to cal! 
1 « them to redeem that time which they have free from 

MA e buſineſs, and to employ it in converſe with God, 


about their ſquls ſtate, and in preparation forthe Sab- 

I bath; which will yield more delight than all ſenſuak 

m I pleaſures can do. And the General Aﬀembly beſeecck 
I and exhort all magiſtrates of burghs to be aſſiſtant to 

I miniſters in enquiring into and reforming ſuch 


1 ut wa „ e 3 ; Wen 
A. 1795, at Edinb, April 10, © The General Aſſemnm: 
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1 © bly taking td their ſerious confideration the great = 
porfanation of the Lord's day by multitudes of peo” 
1 ple vaguing idly upon the-ftreets of the city of Edin- 
burgk, pier and ſhore of Leith, in St. Ann's yard, 
and the Queen's park, and in diverſe places about 
on Edinburgh; and confidering-the profanation of the 
Lord's day.inather places by unneceſſary travelling 
. « and Ohe wil | 


; and the General Aſſembly being 
« deeply. ſenſible of the great diſnonour done to the 
e holy God, and of the open contempt of God and 
1 man, manifeſted by ſuch heaven-daring profaneneſs, 
tc to the expoſing of the nation to the heavieſt judg- 
ments; cherefore they do, in the fear of God, ear- 
1 8 neſtly exhort all their revetend brethren of the mi- 
1 « niſtry, and other officers of the church, to contribute 
their utmoſt endeavours, in their ſtations, for ſup- 
<< preſſing ſuch groſs profanation of the Lord's day, 
; “ by a vigorous and impartiel, yet prudent, exerciſe 
of the diſcipline of the church, and by holding hand 
to the execution of the laudable laws of the nation 
| $ againſt the. guilty, in ſuch way and manner as is 
— | < allowed by law. And, becauſe the concurrence and 
= « aſliſtance of the civil government will be abſolutely 
« neceſſary for the better curbing and reſtraining of 
this crying ſin, the General Aſſembly do hereby ap- 
e point their commiſſion to be nominate by them, to 
Ce addrefs the right honourable the Lords of her Ma- 
Jeſty's privy council, that their Lordſhips may be 
de pleaſed to give ſuch orders, and take ſuch courſes 
«* for reſtraining ſuch abules, as they in their wiſdom. 
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1 % {hall judge moſt effectual. . ** 
. 08, at Edinb. April 27, ( Foraſmuch as mi- 
+ i « niſters from diverſe parts of this national church do 
15 4 repreſent, that there is a general profanation of the 
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__  *< appoint each presbytery within this church to no- 
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= For keeping the Lord's Day. xix 

| « hat falls to be in their bounds, and to repreſent to 

9 their Lordſhips the profanation of the Lord's day 

© by the foreſaid wicked and ſinful practices: And the 

„ „General Aſſembly do feriouſly recommend to the 

t * fſaid Lords of juſticiary, to take ſuch effectual courſes, 

e' [aas they in their wiſdom ſhall think fit, to feſtrain and 

g <« punifn the foreſaid abuſes ; which the Aſfembly will 

9 « acknowledge as a ſingular ſervice done to GOD ands 

12 „ his Church. And they do in the mean time injoin 

d all the miniſters of this church from their pulpits to 

S. * advertiſe their people among whom ſuch practices 

g- <« are, of the great hazard their immortal ſouls are in 

r- « by ſuch courſes, . — By all which we may 

i- clearly ſee what a high eſteem our zealous. and -gadly 

ne anceſtors had of the Lord's day, and of What great 

p- importance. they judged the: due obſervation of this 

1), holy day is to the intereſt of true religion and godlineſs! 

iſe And O what a pity is it, that we, who ſucceed them, 

nd ſhould, come fo far ſnhort of them in zeal for ſanctifying 

on the Lord's wy O that all magiſtrates and miniſters were 

Sis animated to ſhew a due concern for the honour of this 

ind holy day, as in former times! A pleaſant token would 


ely il this be of the revival of decayed religion among us, 


% : 


od _ 0 7 wah & 1 
3 F — . 2 * gt >, 
K 8 f 8 - 4 gt 
— A PIRIE N — * 
n 4 4 


| 4+ hy 
_— 


3 Wn at 
4 4, CIR 8 
p 7 — — 
a — V ² A 
< 8 > ET" n F 2 1 p 1 
n , | 
hw 0 p —— 8 


* % 1 * . 
r 3 * * KOT 


25 5 mraductin 


| | Queſt. [ 
3 : — ; 9 
0 Queſt, IV. How the. Morality or err Obligation 


r * 


* the Morality of he b b, and the 


Divine Appointment of the Lord's Day. 


Queſt I. Concerning the Signification and In mporr” of © 8 


the Name Sabbath, and if it may be e 
| by Chriftians, as well as Jews | 4 
Queft. 1. For what Ends the Sabbath is appointed? 7 
I. Mat is to be underſtood by the Morality 
of the Sabbath or fourth Command? 
of the fourth Command, may be demonſira- | 
ted? Fight Arguments for WI 13 


a Queſt. v. How it conſiſts with the Morality of the 


fourth Command to change the Sabbath 
from the laſt to the firſt Day of the Week? 2.6 


; dome Queſtions concerning this. Change 27 


1. By what Harbor was the Change 
made? ibid. 


2. Mhat was the Neceſf ity of a Change of | 

the Day? ſix Reaſons for it 29 

3. Why 45 Sabbath was changed to te 
| 7 Day, rather than any other Day 

; the Week ? many TY For it 32 


Arguments from Old- teſtament Prop ecies for „„ 
day Sabbath 38 | 


_ Chriſt's Example an Argument for it Ws 


4 
The firſt-day Sabbath 1s authoriſed by the ads; | ; 
- their Example and Direction LS. | 


V Their 


— — 2 — =; * 


Pag 
Their metting on the Day 158 Pemtecoſ an ane 0 4 | 
„ 
93 other A ee Um Scripture for the 6 3 
day Sabbath 
Reaſons why this Day is called the Lord's Day... 
"The Conſciences of Men, and the Providence of God, 
atteſt the Divine Inſtitution of the firſt-day Jen 
bath; and ſundry Examples brought from Hiſtory. 
to confirm the ſame 47 
God s. wonderful favours to the right Obſervers of the 
firſt-day Sabbath, for 1700 Years paſt, an Aru. 
ment for it 49 
Judge Hales' remarkable Experience in obſerving thiss RD 
Day 


0 
ly, 199" hy of Tudgments inflied for profaning the $ab- ; 
ath 


IN Honour belongs to the ſeventh-day. Sabbath . 4 
aboliſhed 
* VI, What Proportion. of Time is to be als 
for the Sabbath, and when it . and. 
rien e wool obligation - 
Ob jections againſt the Morality or laſtin gation. 
f the fourth Command fry or lf s go 6 
In what reſpect is the Sabbath called a Sign? Ts 53 


Objections. againſt the tits & the e Sab- 
bath anſwered 


— 8” HE. — . 6. mon. 


CHAP. Ir," 


Concerning the ſandtifying of the Sabbath, whae i „ 
meant by it, aud wherein it doth conſiſt 67 


* a 2 


. 


— — 
5 5 
* 9 2 2 N 1 — 3 3 ＋ 
ke N „ 
1 5 4s 74 „ * 
a < _ by 
* I Fd 
* * 
0 Q 1 7 
5 ® | - * - 
- bs 
+ 
5 
©. 
1 


* f - 
1 — 1 1 8 


Sect. J. Concerning the holy Reſt of the Sabbath 68 


Queſt, I. What ſort of Works are lawful on the Sab 

bath? - abi 
Queſt, II. What are. theſe Works and Actions from 
| which we muſt reſt upon the Sabbath? = 


u in Earing-time and in Harveſt we maſt reſt? 72 
Recreations for Pleaſure unlawful on the Sabbath 14 | 


Arguments to prove the Unlawfwulneſs of ſuch. Recre- 
ö . with Anſwers to e das 1 


1 9 - 
9 W 1 
a g +4 * 
1 G * 


Wt” : * r 


: | "a | 
4 wo 4s 1 33 : W. * 
— ot by 1-0 * 
0 ; | . 


NS Pa 
Chiitians under "” ö Gbligations to.  [anfify. the RE | 
Sabbath than the Jews: 19 


* Adverſaries Arguments for Sabbath-recreations 


| ſtated and anſwered. _ 84 
: of dreſſing Meat, ſourneying, kindling Fire, Kc. on 

* e © © : By 

Of Feaſts and Enterrahments on the Sabbath e 

5 ke walking 1 in ihe Fields on the Sabbath 8 


— "= 1 * 


— } 


* 
* 


Seftion I. Colds Uh 75 tive Sdnelgtaf i * 
Us tzhe Sabbath, and the FA reges; e 


quifite apon it foo! 


' Direion I. Concerning the Frame of Spirit ft for. 


£ --» =» ſanttifying the Lord's Day” | 
hat it is to be in the Spirit on the Lord's Day 51 
Bron II. Concerning the holy Duties 8 te 
upon the Lord's Day | 10 
Queſt I. What are the publick Duties required of 7 
upon the Lord's Day? 8 106 
| of hearing "the Word, Prayer and Praiſe, on this 
Day 107 | 
| Of -þ artaking of the Sheraments on this Day. % TI; 
of Lellackinz for? the Poor this Day ' +. = 4. HÞ 
Queſt. II. What are the private Duties required of us 
upon the Lord's Day? „ 
of Family-worſhip on the Lord's Day ibid. 
Many Arguments for the Duty of Family-worſhp 114 
Objections againſt Family-worſhip anſwered . 
Helps for Prayer in Families > CI. 
Sundry Motives to excite to Family-prayer 98 $23 
Family-catechizing and Inſtructian à neceſſary Duty 
on the Sabbath, with Arguments for it 55 
Of godly Conference on the Lord's Day 1 KS 
Of religious Societies db | I29 
It is the Duty-of Maſters of Families to reſtrain FR 
 Profanazion « of” Foy Sabbath by thoſe within their 
Gates 130 
Quel III. What are aids faves Duties requiſit ite upon |. 
| Ihe Tord 5 * 5 es x7 


* 
ö L of 
©, * 33 . ? 
\ 
| + $ 9 * : . 1 


Fl 


| Arguments and' Motives fo ſecret Prayer 
Of ejaculatory Prayer 


| {1/4 and Thank{giving aalen) this Morning 170 


4 - CONTEN ITS. 


I. of ſecret Prayer on this Day 


II. Reading the Scriptures and e N . a. 
Duty requiſite. on the Lord 5 Day, with a Nemi- 
nation of proper. Boobs 


136 
III. "Meditation wpon Divine Subjects requiſ te on = z * 
Sabbath 1 38 


Queſt. What. Subjetts are fitteſt for Meditation n 
e, 


| Anſw. Such as, The Goodneſs, of - God in Creation EM 


140 | 


and Providence _ ibid. 


The wonderful Mork of Man's Redemption compleat- 


ed on the Lord's Day by his Reſurrettion I44 
Man s State by Nature a fit * N Day of. 
Meditation 146 
Death i is a proper Subjekt of Meditation on this Day 148 
The everlaſting Sabbath above is a proper Subject alſo 1 52 
* 8 is 4 neceffary Duty on rhe Sab 
at 


155 
Laſtly, Works. of Charity, and viſiti ting. the Sink and 


Dying, « are SORE Duties on py; Lord 8 25 IF | 


. * 
—— — 


'DIRECTION' II. 
concerning the Order, Method and Manncr, abhere- 
in the Duties of the Sabbath are to be performed 158 


Preparation neceſſary for the Sabbath before it come 159 


Wherein this rr doth. conſi 161 


/ . 
Concerning the Duties of the Fal hath auhen it is 


come, and in what Order and Method theſe © 
are to be performed 164 


1. What i is were ary to be done before publick War- ot bk 


Ii ibid. 
We are joyfully to PP VER the Light, of this Day, 
and breathe forth holy ann and Ejaculations 
aſſoon as we awake ". 8988 16 


f 3. 
We are to riſe early to God's Work upon the Lord's Day 167 
ie good Thoughts while clothing and dreſſing out 


Bodies 168 


Dixe- 


” * * 
. | SC — V ͤ ES - - —— — — 
— — ] V ˙ A. eng... ITT 3 arr ras — 
—— — 


8 1 p n 7 * 4 


EZ, = CONTENTS. 


Directions in readin ng of God' $ word this * 
85 < © that it may be done in the right Manner 170 
ctions for the right performing of ſecret Prayer 17% 
Arguments to be uſed with God m.Prayer _ 174 
Proper Petitions ts be Pa in Prayer upon Sabbath- . LE 
mornin 


Self- Ac epa on Sabbath-morning ; bre 


page 


- 


| Queſt. What- fort of Hearts ought we to bring to or- Ts 
—_— dinances?. ibid. 
_— . Heart. evils, that hinder the Succeſs of Ordinances, 
o becaſt out 180 
Concerning our. going to the 8 and our 3X 


EET Behaviour, Dijcomrſe and Meditations by the . 


of Sic to the Fer on the Sabbath 189 


8 
—_— 8 a $$ La n 


1 9 _ 4 


3 
F I , K 3 > x ng 
PO ISVS Ir I 3 


? Direct, concerning our attending of publick | 
Morſbip this Day 190 
. What is it te keep thy Foot When thou goeſt into 5 
the Houſe of Godꝰ. ibid. 
Wr are to be at the Beginning of Worſhip, and be | 
devout and decent mm our Carriage in Time of it 192 


Advicer about hearing of the Word e BE 
What ii is to mix our Hearing with Faith © 197. 
of ſinging Praiſe with the Congregation _ 198 


bil Directions and Advices relative there to „ 
p09 cea ſional Meditations during this Interval  _ 200 
_ Queſt. concerning bearing and telling of News on 

= ! the Lord's Day 201 


NMeditarions ariſi mg from the Graves in the Church- 


= yard. 202 
* Concerning the Afternoon” $ Worſpip, and our : 
Need of attending the ſame | 220% 
Directions in praying for the Sick  _ ibid. 


' How to behave when wee ſee Baptiſm 1 , 204 


And when we' attend Funerals ee this Day 205 


RY 


2 3 4 


179 \ 


tions in it 179 


* 
Occaſs onal . from oa offer. . % IVE : 


Concerning our Behaviour betwixt Sermons 199 


; 3 2 Dire 


* 


| 


| CONT ENTS 1 8 

Ge Page 

| 3 aeg dur Behaviour after publick | 9 
Morſbip is over, and in our Way home g 206 


® 


2 | Occaſ onal Meditations by the May ; 207 
4 Direckions concerning our Behaviour when at bonne, 1 
1 in the Evening of the Lord's Day | „ 
71 Of praying over what ue have been hearing 210 
1 of reading the Scriptures over, which we have heard ; 
79 opened or cited by the Miniſter 211. 
| Advices for cheriſhing good Motions, 8 or . 

id. . Reſolutions apr oe us by un, on the Lord ; EY 
e 212 
es of Prayer this a of bring denied ro allo our _ 

| | Sabbath. performances | 214 
5 e Directions unter bing Family-duties on l Po 
$3 3 Bobs hl on TI 215 
85 - Of Family-worſhi, and conferring about the Ser- £11 
89 mons ie 
FÞ of catechiſi ing and inflrufting Childrew.and Servants ; 

pa on Sabbath-evening _ 5 216 UP 
[x Many particular Advices logs 3 1 277 | 
90 How to carry ſuitably at our Tables 01 on Sabbath- 

right 8 

ad - Directions comterning ſecret Duties at the Cloſe of” this „ 

0 boy; en 224 
9 * | How to be exerciſed be. going to fleep 19 88225 
I How terrible it is toly down in an ut State ibid. 

07, Proper Confeſſions, Prayers and er * 0 

98 dope go to Bed on Sabbath- night 126 
90% Suitable Thoughts at putting off our Clathes - 228 
bid. Meditations upon the Beds zue l down in 229 
ZOO | What our CEN ſhould be after the Sabbath i is — 2.30 3 
201 . | {DIRECTION IV. 

. Concerning the particular Sins whereby he Santti- 

202 fication of the Sabbath i FL, hinared, or the Sabbath We: 

5 | Ni / + JJT A. 
203 of Sins of Omiſſion on the Lord's Day ibid: WR 
bid. | And, 5 of neglecting to hear the < 232 0 
204 Ihe Evil of neglecting Family-worſnip 233 
205 And e whe fo teach W and Servants * 


4 
: — 


conrzurs 


Are 4 mogleting fecret Prayer on the Sabbath N 8 

O Sins of Commiſſion on the Lord's Day 44 
Of inward Sins, and evil Thoughts on this Day ibid. 
Of Heart-athtiſm and Unbelief * © 241 
Of Ignorance 4 ans Truths publiſhed this Day 242 

Objections of the Ignorant againſt ſeeking Knowledge 243 
= Evil of Ea ply-mindedneſs, eſpecratly this Day 2.46 
e Forgetfuineſs of God and Chriſt 248 
Of our natural Averſion to ſpiritual Duties 249 
_  Hardmeſs of Heart hinders Sabbath-ſanttification - 251 
Alſo Hypocriſy and Formality in our Duties 253 


% 8 55 . 
„ 


e 


The Wandrings our Hearts in Daty N 
Wearying of Sabbath- duties wh {la Seo 
| The Evil of Sleeping and Drouſineſs in them 260 


Of Prejudice at the Preachers of the Word _ 261 
The great Evil of flighting Chriſt's Offers in the Goſpel 262, 
- Outward Sins of Commiſſion on the Lord's Day 266 
xt, Of Sins of | the Tongue this Day ibid, 
2dly, of Sins by outward Action, and by Marg 


Work 268 
Oljectiont of Sabbath-bredkers anfevered 1 
The Evil of Sins called little Sins Ps 
Vanity of Apparel, Painting, Patching, 8c. 7 BYE 

' Ketping Holy-days of 21 ri ais, rr the 

fourth Command N 
5 Keeping profane Cabals on the Lord's Day ibid. 
I _ Expoſtulation with Sabbath-hqreqkers FV 


An Exhortation to all to ſantlify. the yds s 

— Day, and Motives to it 275 
EO Banffifying the Sabbath. ſweetens. both the Thoughts by 
of De#th and Heaven Yo u. 276 
Keeping the Sabbath, a Sign betwixt God and 15, how 278 
Advices for the right keeping of the Sabbath * 279 
What it is to call the Sabbath a Delight 280 
Heads of Families and Magiſtrates exhorted F0 their 
Duty 1281 
' ZExhortation and Direftions to the Young for keeping 
© ithis holy Day 282 
4 Word to «x00 Prop about Og the Lord's Day. 286 | 


IPA _ * 3 — 1 = 
” * * — 1 C * FE 1 * 2 A ->- on. 120 $ 2 * „ 2 2 ED A 2 h — 8 
WT, Ws y "0" „6 — r K P 5 Weg 9 * CP \ 4 * 2 * 1 N. » 3 1 * AD s 5 bo <> * 7 == o by 
> 2 * 4 * 2 2 8 — 1 8 r 55 1 * . 6 0g 1 ” N Oo . . s 4 a 42S LS | 1 Fe N 4 * 
— * 121 . e _ * F Ee 3 WD __— p 1 1 8 9 * % r :; + + eee e n » als n +2 \ l 
1 5 3 p . nn . 8 . e . 2 A 
2 = - fatto 2 2 2 68, Ws FL 5 W 2 "OY « 9g * . _— 
© : a * 4 "HE * 4 3 0 » — k . a E . ” * 
5 —— . 2 * A 2 * 4 Sa ol * * — I Ws — xp a 2 * 
* 2 * — 9 5 ? ; * N 
— 4 Y . 5 - : 3 ** e 4 
RE eo am EN Ce aa EA Gr Ee Ae... I Ic. ORTCTTY ww te 4 hc es - 1 . 
2 5 
N * * 4 * A as N PR” * * pe 4 = 
E l T * CIT . * — * * r I 1 * * * » 5 8 FW * 8 8 
5 a: 2 * « \ ; : . wi CE 8 WT. þ 7 — a 
: * * 7 . ; 
- - „ F 0 — 6 

* y 8 p os .. - 87 «% 
2 4 — - 5 + 3 4 

\ . | 4 G4 2 : : p > „ 

4 
. Ds 
< . A 
— * 


E R RA TA 


A ' 
| * £ 
5 1 1 5 , + ay” 


ERRATA.. 


Age 2 22. Line . for all, read all bis. 1 33. 1 
f. there are uo comforts, r. we bape no comfort, 
P. 64. 1. 16. dele theſe words, tha it is. plain 


6 
f 75 
* 
: 
* 
4 . 
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The Sandtificarion of the | 
LORD DAY. 


8 he IntroduBion. | 
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0 D, in his infinite goodneſs to fallen man- 
| kind, has been pleaſed to give us the holy 
Bible, or canonical ſcriptures, as a perfed 
rule of faith and manners; containing at 
large the great truths, duties and concerns 
of the Chriſtian religion: And theſe We 
have briefly compriſed in three ſuccinct compends, which 
are owned and received by all Chriſtians, v:z, the 
Apoſtles Creed, as it is commonly called, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Decalogue ; the firſt being the ſum of 
our credenda, the ſecoud of our prequdas and the third 
| of aur facienda. | 
1 The Decalogue or Ten Commitndmnce, which were 
N ſolemnly delivered to the people of Iſrael from mount 
. Sinai, do contain the moral law; being a fixed and 

_  Þ perpetual ruleof righteouſneſs, which God hath given 

do be obſerved by all mankind, in all ages and pi Ns | 
I to che end of the world, This is that law w 
| org e ſo uch 1 4 and ae an 


"/ of 


Ce CR 


wed 


| makes his chief ſubject in ſeveral pſalms, particularly 
1 xix# and cxix. which deſerves. our: ſpecial notice, and 
1 The moral law differs vaſtly in jts nature from that 
_ of a poſitive law, which commands or prohibites 
1 things that before were indifferent, and only become 
1 good x xi by, vertue af the command, and not other: 
1 wile: Such was that command to our firſt; parents, 

{' - . concerning their not eating of the tree of knowledge; 
| / ſuch were the. ceremonial, and many of the judicial 
laws, given to the Jews: Theſe were binding only 
upon particular perſons, and laſted but for a time. But 
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the moral law, contained in the Decalogue, is of uni- 
1 verſal and perpetual. obligation to every rational crea- 
= te, and-can never be abrogated, nor diſpenſed with; 
31 : = it is evidently founded upon, and agreeable to, 
1H the dictateFof the light of nature, and the principles 
of ſound reaſon, naturally-engraven on man's heart. 
os | This moral law God hath divided into :o tables, 
04 FR Deut. v. 22. In the firſt. table, we have the firſt four 


commandments, which immediately belong unto the 
bonour of God, and inſtruct us in, the duties we owe 
1 to him. In the ſecond table, we have the laſt ſiæx com- 
maandments, which reſpect the welfare of our neigh- 
bdbours, and teach us our duty towardsthem. Ft 


As all God's works are very beautiful in their order, 
ſo are the Ten Commandments, which have their place 
and rank aſſigned them, according to the di pity of the 
duties commanded, and the heinouſneſs of He ns for- 
bidden. As for the. frft table, the order of its com- 
mands is admirable; för the-firf commund determines 
the right Object of our worſhip, viz. the eternal and 
only true God. The ſecond directs to the means of 
worſhip, vix. that. they be only theſe of God's Anſti- 
tuting, and not images, or means of our devifing. 
The. third appoints the manner of our worſhip, that 
it be with awful fear andreverence; without blanem⸗ 
ing or profaning of his name. The fourth command» 
ment ſpecifies the right time or ſeaſon to be employ d 
mim his ſolemn worftip, viz, one day in ſeven, which is 
ue ſudject of the caſting treatiſe, the deſign whereof 
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yy INTRODUCTION, #7 
ad is to promote the rebgiony obſervatiom of the Chriſtian, - 
BE Sabbath, as the beft mean to revive feligion when it 
hat I falls: under deruy, and to maintains it in irs Life and) 
ites Power where it is. e 
me Time is a jewel of ineftimable worth, and upon the 
zer- management of it dependb the ſalvation of our immor- 
nts; tal ſouls for ever; and therefore it can never he en $7 
ite: Il valued, nor too carefully improven. Time is a golden. 
cial ſtream, Sun running down by us out of one: 
only eternity into another; and yet its worth is ſeldom 
But taken notice of, until it is quite paſt away from us. 
uni- How fadly do we verify that word of Solomon? Eccl. 


# * 


— 


. 
1 


Tea- ix. 12. Man knoweth not his time. a 5 
ith ; But, of all time, Sabbath- time is the moſt precious, 
2 to, I and ſhould be redeemed with the greateſt care, as that 
iples upon which our falvation depends in a peculiar man- 
rt. ner. It is the time in which the holy Spirit is eſpeci- 
bles, I ally at work for convincing, converting and edifying, 
four If the ſouls of men; it is the time ſet apart by infinite 
> the || Wiſdom: for the happineſs of the creature, and the 
owe glory of the Creator: And. therefore it is the buſineſs 
com- of every one to enquire, how this time is to be im- 
eig! proven aright, Now, for their encouragement and 

'* PJallifance in this matter, I propoſe to inſiſt chiefly 
order, ¶ upon two heads; r. To evince the morality of the 
place Sabbath, and the divine appointment of the Lords 
of the ay. 2. Give directions how to fanctify it aright. - 
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our Saviour doth, in the new teſtament, 


. che Lord's day come 1nto is 2 3 he would I; 
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'SAB AT H, ſo commonly 7 in Uſe among us? 
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The name SABBAT H is a Hebrew word, Figni- 
Fyin Reſt, the Sabbath being a day of holy reſt : And 
it is ſo called, becauſe God hath enjoined us to reſt this. 
day from our earthly work and ſabour, that we may, 


ſolemnly call to mind his reſting from his works, both 


of creation and redemption; publickly adore him 


therefore, ſolace. our ſouls in his goodnels, repoſe and 


reſt in the arms of his mercy, and meditate upon that. 
eternal reſt which,r remains for the n of Gore 1 in dhe 


| other world. 


This being the true import and meaning of the word. 
fignify the Lord's day, our Chriſtian Sabbat. 
There are ſome indeed who are offended at the 
retaining of the name Sabbath, under the new-teſta-! 
ment times, . pretending that it is properly Jewiſh; 
tho”, in the mean time, they are fond of the words) 
prieſt and altar, which are much more ſo. But it is, 
ſurely a miſtake to ſay, That the name Sabbath is Jewiſh, 
or peculiar to the Fews, and ſo not to be uſed by Chri- 


Sabbath, we ſtill retain it, and commonly uſe it to, 


x42! 4 


ſtians: For we fee the Lord gives it that name in the 


moral law, which is of perpetual uſe, binding Chri- 
ſtians as. much as Jews ; Remember the Sabbath-day to 


| keep it holy. So it was not the Fews, but the great 


| 

God, that gave the Sabbath its name. Nay, Chriſt Ii 
call his owa: 

day by the name of Sabbath, Matth. xxiv. 20. Pray FI! 
ye that your flight be not in the winter, nor on the i 
Sabbath-day, Now, it is evident, that our Lord doth, Fz 


there mean the Chriſtian Sabbath, or his own. day; for g 
he is not only ſpeaking to Chriſtians, but concerning, 1 
te 


the flight of Chriſtians, which he knew was to fall out 
forty years after the Jewiſh Sabbath was aboliſhed, and I 


| not 


/” 


wi 00 a eee, 
7 not bid Chriſtians pray that their fight mishe not fall 
on the Jewiſß Sabbath, when he borh foreſaw, and 
rs intended, that then they would reckon themſelves un- 
der no- obligation to obſerve the Jewiſh Sabbath, nor 
under any reſtraint of fleeing or travelling on thar 
os © (which even the Jews themſelves believed, at 
| that time, they might lawfully do in time of eminent 
_ _ Il hazard, as appears by the decree which they made re- 
ſigni- ative thereto under the Haſmonians) And therefore he 
And. | muſt mean the Chriſtian Sabbath, upon which he bids 
T this If | Chriſtians pray. that their flight might not happen. Not 
may, that it was unlawful-for them to flee or travel on that 
both day in time of danger, but becauſe it would. be a great 
him addition to their trouble, if their flight ſhould happen 
e and at ſuch a time, as to deprive them of the opportuni- 
\ that. ty of God's worſhip and ordinances. 
n the It is of no weight, what is objected by ſome, That 
N ͤthe Chriftians, who lived in Judea among the Jews, 
word could not be allowed by them to travel on their Sab- 
it to bath, and therefore (fay they) Chriſt bids them pray 
R that their flight might not fall upon it. For, in the 
at the Frſt place, The Jews not having the government then 
-teſta- in their hands, they had no power of reſtraining or 
wiſh ; puniſhing of crimes. ' 2dly, The time which Chriſt 
words ſpeaks of was a time of war and confuſion, occaſioned 
it it is by the Roman armies invading the land, when no 
tewiſh, notice could be taken of ſuch caſes as travelling on the 
Chri- Sabbath. 3dly, The . moſt ſuperſtitious were, at that 
in the time, put to flee and travel, as well as the Chriſtians; 
- | which they then thought it lawful to do, as we told 
beforg, 4zhly, If Chriſt had ſpoke ſo concerning the 
Jeuiſh Sabbath, it had laid ſome foundation for Chri- 
ſtians to fall into miſtakes concerning the obligation of 
the Fewiſh' Sabbath, and other ceremonies; which, 
to be ſure, our Lord would not have given them. And, 
if there had been any ſuch occaſion given, the Judai- | 
| =ing Chriſtians would certainly have improven it a- 
for ¶ gainſt the Apoſtles; which yet we do not find. Laſtly, 
ing The learned Owen, Durham, Brown, and other wri- 
ers on this ſubject, underſtand Chriſt as 9 in this 
i ace of- _w * Sabbath. + 
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E 
x "Jewiſh and improper, (as ſome would have it) yet l 
1s truly Heathen; 


_ theirliturgy, to the offence of many Chriſtians: Foriit 
zs well known that the Heathen idolaters called this day 


And ſtrange, and who would not have known what 


and therefore they call it by the name they gave it, 


from Judaiſm. But the true reafon why ſome in this 


Concerning the arality _- 
But granting that the name Sabbath were indeed 


am ſure it is {till preferable to that of Sunday, which 
k, tho commonly uſed by them in 


Sunday, becauſe of their dedicating. it to the created 
Sun, which was the chief of their planetary gods that 
they ordinarily worſhipped, as may be gathered alſo 
From 2 Kings xxiii. 5. Exek. viii. 16. And hence, ſome 
of the antient Heathens (of whom Tertullian ſpeaks) 
fancied that the Sun was the God of the Chriſtians, 
becauſe they celebrated the firſt day of the week. 
I T know it is objected, That ſome of the primitive 
apologiſts for Chriſtianity, as Juſtin Martyr and Tertulli- 
an, in their writings, call the Lord's day Sunday. But 

the reaſon of their ſo doing is plain; they were writ- 
ing to Heathens, to whom the doctrines of Chriſtiani- 
ty and inſtitution of the Lord's day were things new 


dy they meant, if they had ſpoken of the Lord s day; 


Sunday: For, when we treat with others, we muſt 
expreſs things by the names that are common and cur- 
rent among them, unleſs we intend to be Barbarians 
hh %ͤ ͤ ⁰ oT DET 
But the primitive Chriſtians did not uſe to call it 
Sunday among themſelves, but, commonly, the Lord's 
day; not the Sabbath, partly to diſtinguiſh it from the 
Jewiſh Sabbath that was ſo lately aboliſhed, and part- 
Iy to wean the Jewiſh converts the more effectually 


age ſeem to be offended at the word Sabbath, as be- 
ing applied to the Lord's day, is, becauſe they cannot 
allow of any thing that would infer an obligation upon 
them to keep ſuch a ſtrict holy reſt upon the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, as the Jews did upon their Sabbath: But l 
will have occaſion to ſpeak of this afterwards. 

I need not ſtand long here, to ſhew the different 
fignifications- of the word Sabbatb _— the Fews; 
only in 2 word, beſide the ſeventh day of each now 


7 
. 
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7 TW of the Sabbath. 88 
or weekly Sabbath, *(which'is the moſt off nary ac- 
oof the word in ſe 2 — it is put alſo ſome- 

times to o ſignify a whole week uſe every week hada 
Sabbath included in it, Lev. Xxiii. 15. Seven Sabbaths 


Hall be compleat, i i e. weeks. The Phariſee ſaith, Tue 
XVili. 12. 4 faſt twice A- week, orig. WSU Sie 1 


agg L. ikewiſe the word Sabbath is ſometimes + 


t'ito ſignify ſeven years, Lev. xxv. 8. Thou falt 
. — unto t hee ſeven ; Sabbarhs of years, i. e. (as it is 


there explained) ſeven times ſeven 8 Seven years 
was called, among the Jeus, in Sabbath of 'years, * | 

| _— their land reſted from culture or husbandry every 
1 in anfwer to the church's reſting every 
fred Hence it is ſaid, Lev. xxv. 4. The ſeventh 
ear ſhall * a- Sabbath of reft unto the land. "Beſides - 
this) they had their great ſabbatical year; or 2 

which was every 1 rieth year : For, accordi 

Lev. xxv. 9. they were to reckon ſeven ſabbaths of 
years, or ſeven times ſeven years, which is forty nine, 
ang then to obſerve their Jubilee, or ſabbatical year. 
Laſtly, The other ſacred feaſts, which the Jews kept, 
monthly or annually, are alſo called Sabbaths, in re- 
rd of their reſting from labour on theſe days, as en 
the weekly Sabbath. Hence, Tevit. xxiii. 24. the firſt 
day of the feventh month, which was their feaſt of - 
trumpets, is called a Sabbath : But the weekly Sabbath 
is commonly called in ſcripture, by way of eminency, 
The Sabbath; to diſtinguiſh it from all other Sabbaths, 


and. give i the preference to all the other feaſts of the 
Jeus. | 


et 


1 — 


| c; 2 * E S TION HI. 
For has 2 hath Gol appointed : a N Sabbath? 


AI NS E R. 


if, God hath appointed it for manifeſting of his 
own glory, and particularly for diſplaying his lovereign 
power and authority over all his creatures. It muſt 
certainly be an hi i neknowlellgment of 'God's univer- 
fl dominion” Fe to WIT all the world, 


er 
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8 ' Concerning the Morality © 
every week, in one day, lay afide t..cit own buſineſs; 
that they may jointly worſhip him in 'a publick and 
ſolemn manner. Co Spybot BE YG 07 2906” 
__2dly, He appointed the Sabbath for the benefit of his 
creatures, and particularly in compaſſion to fallen man; 
for he ſaw man's heart would be ſo glewed to the 
world, ſo drencht in ſenſuality, that, were he left to 
himſelf, he would not allow one day in a month, nay 
in a year, for divine worſhip ; but would have drudged 
| himſelf, his ſervants and beaſts, even to death, in pur- 

{uit of worldly things, without minding any thing that 
is better: Wherefore a merciful God hath ſtrictly com- 
manded man to reſt one day every week from all 
worldly concerns, that thereby he might, in a manner, 
be laid under a neceſſity to mind his ſoul and the things 
Of another world; and, in the mean time, the poor 
toiled beaſts, as well as mens bodies, might have ſome 
reſt and eaſe, for their preſervation and ſupport. 
But more particularly, the Sabbath is deſigned for 
our ſouls eternal welfare; in regard, rr | 
Firſt, The Sabbath tends highly to our inſtruction, 
and to the keeping up the lively impreſſions of the 
truths of Chriſtianity in our memories. The Sabbath 
recurring every week, doth ftill of new lay before us 
a compendious view of theſe eſſential doctrines, The 
creation of the worid, man's fall, Chriſt's incarnation 
and ſatisfattion, his death, reſurrection and victory, for 
compleating our redemption ; Beſides that glonſeus and 
eternal reſt above, provided for the people of Gd. 
Secondly, It tends to promote holineſs, ſpirituality 
and heavenly-mindedneſs in us; and that two ways. 
1. By calling us off from temporal to ſpiritual employ- 
ment. Senſual objects through the week are ready to 
alienate our affections from God, and wear ſpiritual 
things out of our minds; for recalling whereof, the 
Sabbath ſeaſonably returns, and preſents and entertains 
e Io oy pA) tet 
2. By affording us a lively emblem of heaven, and 
the converſation of the glorified ſaints, in celebrating 
that eternal Sabbath above: For, as in heaven there is 
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ao buying, ſelling, nor any worldly buſineſs, but a 
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if the Sabbath: © 3 
munion with 


Eontinual ſpeaking of God, enjoying com 

him, adoring and praiſing him fer ever, without any 

"Tt mixture of -other affairs; ſo the Lord will have an 

his emblem or repreſentation hereof, as near as may be, 
given weekly to his people on earth, by the Sabbath, 

herein they muſt lay aſide all worldly things, and be 

wholly employed in the ſervice of God, and work of 

heaven: And this in order both to keep them in mind 

of, and make them meet for, that inheritance of the 


ſaints in light. 
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What is to be underſtood by the Morality ef the Sab- 
bath, or Fourth Commandment, ſo frequently ' ſpoke 
of ? : | LF a2 | | © 3 ; Fe 348 . N 


When we call the Sabbath, or fourth commandment; 
Moral, we mean that it is one of God's moral precepts, 
or a part of the moral law, i. e. the perpetual and un- 
alterable rule given us by God, for regulating our life 
and manners: Alſo, by calling it moral, we diſtinguiſh 
it from the ceremonial law, which was binding for a 
time only, and abrogated by Chriſt's coming. The 
fourth commandment, enjoining the - obſervation of 
the Sabbath, is not ceremonial, but mbral; that is, it is 
not temporary, but of ſtanding and perpetual obligati- 
on, and which binds all men, in all ages, to the end 
of the world. | Nr Fete | —_ 
But, that we may have a more diſtin& apprehenſion 

of the morality of the Sabbath, we muſt diſtinguiſh 
betwixt things that are naturally moral, and things 


* * l \ * 
* 


„the poſitively moral. Moral natural is, when the thing 
ertains required is ſo founded upon, and authorized by, the 
bt; law of nature and right reaſon, that it is fit and necef- 
1, and I fary to be done, tho' there had been no expreſs com- 


Drating mand for it; ſuch as worſhipping God, obeying parents, 
here is | «bſtaining from murder, &c. Moral poſitive is ſome- 


but a thing enjoined us, which, tho' it be agreeable to the 
ntigual I. | : 8 law 
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' Fo Concerning the Morality 
Aw. of nature, yet carries not. ſuch a natural evi 
In it, as to oblige us, without a divine revelation and 
expreſs command; but, being once yevealed and com- 
manded, it is perpetually bi ing, as well as that which 
is moral natural. Now, the fourth command is com- 
monly called moral poſitive, tho indeed there are ſeve- 
wal things in it, which are of natural equity, and au- 
—— laweof nature and ſound reaſon; ſuch 


1ſt, That there be a due part of our time ſtated and 
--- conſecrated for the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of God, 
and particularly in publick aſſemblies oo 
2dly, That this ſtated time or day ſhould be uni- 
verſal, and the fatne through all, that one man's buſi- 
3 1 — not _ r Ne Anion gh 
Zul, That this day ſhould recur in a due frequency, 
that it neither be ſo —__ as to hinder our ſouls good, 
Or indiſpoſe us for the duties of it; nor ſo frequent, 
as todeprive us of opportunity for our neceſſary ſecular 


| ents. | ts | | 
-q4#hly, That the holy duties of this day be not marred 
or interrupted by worldly; employments or diverſions; 
in regard they tend naturally to draw off the mind from 
Cod and divine objects. Theſe four things, included 
in the fourth commandment, I reckon to be of natu- 
ral equity, or matal natural. FS) 
There are other things in it, which are of poſitive 
inſtitution, only by a poſitive law, and 
expreſs revelation. Of theſe again there is ſomething, 
It, That is poſitive moral, i. e. of perpetual and 
_unalterable obligation, viz. That the foreſaid tated 
time for God's {olemn-worthip ſhould be the ſeventh 
part of our time, or one day in feven. This, by God's 
law, is become perpetually moral and unalterable; but, 
if God had not revealed it to us, the law or light of 
nature could not have determined us to it, nor ren- 
dered any ſolid reaſon why the ſeventh rather than the 
fifth, fixth, or eighth part of our time ſhould have 
been ſo conſecrated to God: But the Author of nature, 
who beſt knows what proportion of time ſuits beſt 
both to mens bodies and ſpirits, and how oft it ſhould 
5 | EL recur-. 
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3 5 of *he' Sabbath. r 
recur, ſo as to [anſwer beſt the exigences both of uU 
preſent and future life, hath wiſely determined it to be 

a ſeventh part, or one day in ſeven: And can any man 
ſay but it is a moſt rational and fair determination? 
Had he dealt with usiſtrictly, he might have taken the 
ſex days, and left us but one: But ſince he hath taken 
but one, and allowed ws fx, we ought to acknowledge 
that the Lord hath dealt ;graciouſly.and liberally 'with 
us. Nay, had it been referred to ourſelves, could We 
have given leſs time than this to God, from whom 
we have all our time, nay ur very being, and all the 


8 good things we enjoy? 1 tg HK | . 
. But, 2dly, There is in the fourth commandment 
duſi⸗ . ſomething that is poſitive ceremonial, or mutable, win. 
Cn The obſervation of the laſt day of the ſeven for the 


ncy,. Sabbath. This indeed was joined at firſt, tho' not 
ood, d irectiy and principally, as any wiſe eſſential to the com- 
1ent, mand for the Sabbath; but only in a | way, 
cular as a circumſtance of the command, which was to be 
wm altered when God pleaſed. It belonged not to the - | 
_— + Subſtance of this command, or the great df i 


ons; che law, in what end of the week the Sabbath ſhould 
from be, whether the firſt or laſt of the ſeven days ſhould 
uded be conſecrate for it; ſince the ſcope of the fourth com- 
natu- mand is only; to bind us to conſecrate the ſeventh - 

7 part of our time, or one day in ſeven, to the Lord? 
ſitive This is the morality of the e ag and what is 
and of facred and perpetual obligation in it. For, obſerve 
hing, how the command runs, Remember the Sabbath-day 
and t keep it holy: Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do al 


ſtated  '#by work; but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the - 
venth Tord. He ſaith not, Remember the ſoventh day to keep 


God's it holy, but, Remember the Sabbath-day, or holy re 

but, Whatever day it ſhall be appointed on. Take the 
ht of ix days for your labour; and let God have a ſeventh 
= ren- every week for his ſolemn worſhip ;. this is the deſign 
an the of the law: For when it is ſaid, The ſeventh is the 
have Sabbath of the Lord, it is not preciſely meant of the 
iture, ſeventh in order, but the ſeventh in number ; not the 


ts beſt ſeventh day after the creation, but the day following 
hould | the fix days allowed man to labour; that day Fo the + 
þ * d > ; 4 4 $ i : 
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12 Concerning the Morality © 
- Lord's, Whatever day in the week it fall on. And tho” 
it be told in the end, that God reſted the ſeventh day, 
which indeed ſeems to be the ſeventh from the creation; 
vet it is ſaid, He bleſſed the Sabbath-day, not the ſeventh 
day. So that it is plain, that, both in the beginning 
and end of the command, the Lord puts a remark- 
able difference betwixt the Sabbath or day of hely reſt, 
and the ſeventh day of the week, the day of his own 
reſt; implying, that the ſcope of the command is to 
bind us to ſanctify ane day in ſeven, whatever ſeventh 
_ the Lord pleaſes to chuſe, whether it be the #r/# or 
laſt day of the week; and that the obſervation of the 
ſeventh day from the creation, is to be diſtinguiſned 
from the ſtanding law of the Sabbath. For Remember 
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy, is the fourth command, 
and would have bound us, tho' it had ſtopt there, and 
faid no more. 20. yet I grant, that the obſervation 
of the ſeventh or laſt day of the week for the Sabbath, 
is ſo enjoined by the. fourth command, that none 
could have altered it from that day to anether, - but 
he that is Lord of the Sabbath, © TT IS bo 
Thus you ſee in what ſenſe the fourth command is 
moral, and;of unalterable obligation; and how it per- 
petually binds all, Chriſtians as well as Fews, to ſan- 
cCtify one day in ſeven for a weekly Sabbath unto the 
Lord. And now the day being changed, by divine 
authority, from the laſt to the firſt day of the week, 
(of which afterwards) the ſubſtance, ſcope, or moxa- 
Ity of the fourth command is nowiſe infringed; and 
it ſtill retains its authority and obligatory: force as much 
as ever, binding Chriſtians to ſanctify the firſt day of 
the week, as much as it did the Fews to ſanctify the 
laſt: Even as a law, commanding the keeping of an 
anniverſary-day for the ſovereign's birth, doth equally 
apply itſelf to the birth-day of each ſucceeding prince, 
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= ou may the Morality of the Sabbath,” or the perpetual 
ws . Obligation of the fourth Command, be demonſtrated 
1, eit diele le d :!:? 
wn Er NV eh Oy TLEng, 5 

KY t ed WER 

ut h 377 dr CT 
"or | There aremany Reaſons which prove that che fonith 
the command is moral, binding us by. a ſacred and perpe- 
hed tual law, to keep holy one day in feven, to the end 
ber of the world; ink , ET Rn 
nd, I. If the law for the Sabbath was given to man, 
and | and binding upon him in a ſtate of innocency, before 
jon there was any ceremony or type of Chriſt inſtituted; 
th, (for then man did not need a Redeemer, nor any rite, 
one or type relative to him) then Ka, this com- 
but mand was not ceremonial, nor aboliſhed by Chriſt's 
op coming, but is of moral and perpetual obligation: But 
I! is \ the former is true; and therefore the latter. The con- 
der- ſequence of the firſt propoſition is certain, from the rea- 
an- |: ſons mentioned; and alſo from this, That the Sab- 
the bath was appointed to Adam upon a moral ground, 
ine which'obliges all his poſterity; viz. That he might have 
ek, freedom and opportunity for the ſolemn worſhip of 
„ra- God, without any diverſion from worldly things. For 
and Adam, in his beſt eſtate being but a finite creature, 


uch could not be intenſely taken up with ſpiritual and tem- 


of || poralthings both at once; his ordinary employment of 
the dreſſing the garden would, in ſome meaſure,” have di- 
an verted his mind, that he could not wholly give him- 
ally ſelf to devotion, and the ſolemn worſhip of his Maker: 
ce, Wherefore God ſaw it fit he ſhould have a day ſet apart, 

935 wherein he might have an uninterrupted freedom for it. 


= Now, if Adam needed a Sabbath, for the grounds a- 
DE. boye-mentioned ; much more do we need one, 'who 
I are not only finite creatures, but corrupt alſo; and have 
50 ſo little grace and ſtrength for ſpiritual employment, 
„aq ſo many corruptions, tentations and allurements 
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4 Concerning the Morality | 6f 
to draw our hearts: from God throughitke week, which da 
V e 0 | ec 
Philip Lim borch and other Anti- ſalhaturiaus have na WM thi: 
— to: anſwer this argument, but by denying. ſuch: an it 
early inſtitution of the Sabbath, and aſſerting, that it Le 


| was not appointed till Moſes his time, when the cere- 
| ' monies were inſtituted. But the. contrary is evident 
from ſeveral texts. ir 
I, From Gez.ii.3.. where we are told, before man's 
{ fAll, or any word of it, that God bleſſed the ſeventh 
day, and. ſanfiified it, becauſe that in it he had reſtod- 
from all his work. Now, the ſcripture: notion of ſan- 
tifying any. thing, is ta ſeparate and ſet it apart from 
cammon to ſacred uſes and pùrpoſes. And ſo it is plain. 
from this text, that God, from the beginning of. the: 
World, did ſanctify and ſet apart one day in ſeven,. to 
be. obſerved by all mankind, as a day of ſacred reſt, a. 
day ſolemnly conſecrated to his worſhip and ſervice: 
And, to lay a tie on us to obſerve it, we have God's 
example, of reſting this day from all his. work, ſet be- 
fore our eyes. And. ſeeing God from the beginning of 
the world had a Church in it, who would certainly join 
together in performing, publick worſhip and. ſervice to 
kim; they behoved to have ſet times for it, and con- 
fequently a Sabbath: And wiat day ſo fit for that pur- th 
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poſe, as the day which God had fanctified for ſacred; th 
reſt? That this was the. antient practice, may be infer- be 
red from Gan. iv. 3, 4. where we read of Cain and Ge 


Abel. their bringing offerings to the Lord, which was an w. 
inſtance of publick. worſhip. And, ver. 3. it is ſaid, da 
In. proceſs . time they, brought offerings,. c. Now,, th 
theſe 1 of. time, may be as well rendred MW # 
from the Hebrew, . At the end df days, and ſo it. is i- m 
che margin of Bibles. Now, by he end of days muſt. & 
be meant the period of. working-days, which we call ar 
week; and ſo it was on the ſeventh day, when ſolemn er 
| wolthip was (according to divine inſtitution) to be per- 
formed, that men brought their offerings to the Lord. th 
That.God's reſt on this. day was exemplary, to all man»; IW. co 
kind, appears from his taking ſx ſeveral days to per- ch 
form his works of creation, and the diſtinct recording | 


ef each day's work, and his b abe 7 
day. Certainly- it had been as eaſy for an almighty 
Power to have made the world in one day as in fix. He 
that ſaid; Let thore be light, letubere be a firmament, and 
| it was ſo, might, if he had pleaſed; aſſoon haye ſaid, 
Let there be a world, and it had been ſo. And why 
did he not? Surely for our inſtruction and imitation, 
that we in like manner ſhould ſanctify every ſeventh _ 
day of our time after fix days labour. And this given 
as the reaſon of the fourth command, Remember the 
Sabbatieday to keep it holy; for in ſix days God mad 
heaven and earth; jz. Th, TRE 
Tue Anti- ſabbatarians are much gravelled with the 
the forecited text; Gen. ii. 3: And to evite the force 
of it, contrary to all reaſon, they would alledge that the 
bleſſing and ſanctifying of the ſeventh day did not com- 
mence immediately from the creation, but only in the 
days- of Moſes; when the command was given for the 
Sabbath, Exod. xx. and that Moſes: only relates this in 
Gen. li. by way of anticipation: But this opinion is 
contrary both to the text and context; for it is evident 
to every man that ſeriouſly reads them;, that Moſes re- 
tes the ſanctification of the Sabbath, as à thing done 
by the Lord immediately: on the back of tlie creation; 
and nowiſe as a thing done or to be done by him two 
thouſand years thereafter: For, affoon' as he Had ſaid, 
that God ended his work and reſted on the ſeventh day, 
he adds immediately in words of the ſame. tenſe, Thar 
bod bleſſed the Sabbath-day and ſantfiſd it. And if 
uwe compare this place with Exod: xx. TT. For in fix 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all 
R that in them is; and reſted the ſeventh day; wherefore | 
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5 the Lord: tleſſet the Sabbath-day and hatlowed it: It is 
Jmanifeſt, trat there he brings in God's blefling and ſan- 

* aifying'of the Sabbath, not as an action then firſt done, 
B but as that which God had done long before, upon the 
* ereation of the world. „ 
- KK 24ly, That this was done from the beginning, is fur- 

a ther confirmedfrom Exod. xvi. 16, 22, 23, from whence 

-; IM commentators juſtly, obſerve, That the ſanRification of 

: due Sabbath was a thing notour to the Ifratiitis, before 
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16 Concerning the Morality © + 


It was enjoined them by Moſes ; otherwiſe th te would 


— 


be a ſtrange abruptneſs in the introducing of that mat- 


ter. For, before ever there was any mention of the 
Sabbath, we find, ver. 22, that the Iſraelites, of their 
own f gathered two days proviſion of Manna on 
the ſixth day of the week, reckoning that the gather- 
ing of Mahna was a ſervile work, not proper on the 


Sabbath. But the rulers taking notice of this practice, 


as done, not only without, but in appearance contrary 
to the orders given them, they bring the matter to Mo- 


ſes, that they might know his thoughts of it. Whence 


it appears, that the rulers doubted if the people had 


done right, ſeeing Moſes had commanded that every 


man ſhould gather it according to his eating, and lay 


up none till the next day, ver. 16, 19. and ſo they might 


apprehend, that by vertue of this order they might law- 


fully gather it on the Sabbath alſo. But not being able 


to reconcile the ſeeming claſhing of theſe two com- 


mands, of gathering Manna every day, and reſting on 
the ſeventh day, they come to Moſes in a ſolemn man- 
ner, for direction in this ſtraitning caſe. Accordingly, 
wer. 23. Moſes gives them a reſolution, and approves 
What the people had done, as agreeable to God's an- 


tient law concerning the Sabbath, Gen. ii. which now 


was to be renewed and confirmed, To-morrow is the. 
reſt of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord. He faith not, Tol 
morrow ſhall be the reſt, but, To-morrow is the reſt ; 
ſpeaking of it as a thing well known to them. Now, 
if Moſes had given them any previous direction about 
the keeping of the Sabbath, and gathering a double pro- 
vition of Manna, what was the need of all the rulers 


coming ſo ſolemnly to Moſes about this. caſe ? For, it 


— 


ar. 


is ſaid, ver. 22, That all the rulers of the congregation 


. came and told Moſes, From all which it is clear, that 


the law for the Sabbath was extant, and the obſervar 
tion of it in uſe, before either the promulgation of the 
moral law at mount Sinai, or the giving of the cerex 
monial law, which was ſometime afterwards. _ 
3dly, The firſt words of the fourth command, Re- 


member to keep holy the $abbath-day, plainly inſinuate 
the rehoyation of an old command, and not the ena 


ling 
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FL be not mentioned in ſo m_y words, that is n 


e the Sabbath: 17 


Qing ofa new one. It is highly probable, that the 


obſervation of this antient law had been greatly negle- 
&ed for many. years before, while the 1/raelites were in 
bondage in Egypr, and obliged toy ſore labour every 
day by their task-maſters, and ſo not ſuffered to keep 
the Sabbath as before. Hereby no doubt the impreſ- 
ſions of the duty of keeping it, might be much worn 
off the minds of many; tho' the memory of the Sab- 


4 


bath was not quite loſt, as appears from the peoples 


gathering double Manna on the ſixth day of the week 


without direction. But, that they might guard againſt 


neglecting or forgetting the law for the Sabbath in time E 
coming, the Lord renews the command with a ſolemn 


Memento, Remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day. 
4thly, Tho' Moſes makes not expreſs mention of the 


patriarchs obſerving of the Sabbath, it is no wonder 


in regard he writes the hiſtory of ſome thouſands of 


years after the creation, in very ſmall bounds; where- 


in many things relating to the church in that period 
muſt certainly be omitted: For the account which A4 
ſes gives of thoſe early times is only deſigned for an 


introduction to his hiſtory of the deliverance, erection 


and polity of the nation of the Jeus, God's peculiar 
people, and the only viſible church he then had upon 
the earth. Nevertheleſs, we have no reaſon to call in 
queſtion the patriarchs obſervation of the Sabbath from 
the beginning of the world; but good ground to be- 
lieve they did it, if we conſider the eminent piety of 


ſome of them, together with their long lives, by reaſon 


whereof it was very eaſy to hand down the inſtitution 
of the Sabbath, with others of God's revelations, from 
Adam to Abraham's days. For Adam's life reached 
to Methuſalem's time; Methuſalem's life reached to 
Shem's time; and Shem's life reached to Abraham. 
And, being, religious men, they would not fail to 


teach and recommend God's ſtatutes to one another. 
And for Abraham the father of the faithful, we read 


expreſly of his commanding his children to keep theſe 
ſtatutes, Gen. xviii. 19. and, without doubt, he enjoin'd 
the keeping of the Sabbath among the reſt. And tho”. 
o ar- 
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3 Concerning the Morality 
gument againſt the thing; for we read not of the 
Church's obſerving the Sabbath all the time of the Judges, 
which was near five hundred years; yet there is no 
ground to queſtion but they kept it all that time. 
Several things might be added, which make it high- 
ly probable, that the inſtitution of the Sabbath was 
handed down by tradition from Adam to his poſteri- 
ty, through all the world. What reaſon elſe can be 

iven of Noah's obſerving the revolution of ſeven days 
Chile in the ark ? Gen. viii. o, 12. where we ſee him 
once and again waiting the fall of the waters by ſevens. 
He ſtill did let the ſeventh day or Sabbath be over, be- 
fore he ſent out the next meſſenger; wiſely reckoning, 
that, upon his ſuitableobſervation of the Lord's Sabbath, 
he might look for the more agreeable news to be 
brought him. What reaſon elſe can be given for the 
heathens dividing of their time into weeks, and their 
weeks into ſeven days, and their conſtant holding the 
feptenary number as ſacred ? Yea, (as Clemens Alexan- 
arinus tells us) the ſeventh day of the week was ſtill 
Held ſacred by the Greeks. All this certainly was con- 
veyed to them by tradition from Adam and Noa, their 
 Forefathers; and not learned, to be ſure, from the 
Jews, againſt whbſe cuſtoms and. religion they had ſuch 
rooted prejudices. | 


II. A ſecond argument, for the morality of the fourth 
command, may be drawn from che ſituation of it. 
We find this command placed in the midſt of the De- 
ralogue, or theſe moral precepts Which God hath delive- 
red to the world, as a perpetual rule of their lives. 
And is it any way probable, that God would place a 
Teremonial law, or temporary precept, in the very midſt 
of them? As it is certain that the moral precepts have 
the preference to the ceremonial in many things; ſo it 
is as ſure that the fourth command, or the ſacred obſer- 


vation of one day in ſeven, hath an equal ſhare with 


the other nine, in all the dignity and privileges of the 
— Jaw; For, LA N 
In the fir ſt place, This fourth command, as well as 
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the reſt, was ſpoke immediately by the voice of God, EI. 


* 
— * 


P — ; 9 2 * 75 5 1 
* p FBS aka [ 
x - 
% x 
>. . 


inthe Hearing of all the people; whereas the other laws, 
ceremonial or judicial, were only given unto. Moſes, and 
by him declared unto the people. ; 
24ly, This command, as well as the reſt of the De 
calogue, was written by the finger of God; nay, ice 
written by him in tables of ſtone: Whereby the Lord 
intended to teach us its fixed continuance and laſting 
obligation; and that by his Spirit he would have this 
law writ in the fleſhly tables of his peoples hearts, ne- 
ver to be obliterated. But this was not done with the 
ceremonial laws, which were only delivered verbally tg 
Moſes, and written by him from God's moutn. 
34ly, This command was put and reſerved with the 
de reſt of the moral law in the ark; whereas the law of 
je ceremonial ordinances was placed in a book without on 
ir the fide of the ark, and which might be ſeparated from 
ne the ark. The moral precepts were laid up within the 
„- ar of the covenant, as a ſign of their excellency and 
11 | perpetuity, and of their being inſeparable from Chriſt 
and his covenant (of whom the ark was a famous type) 
therefore ſaith Chriſt, Pſal. xl. 8. Thy law is within 
my heart: But the ceremonial precepts being without the 
ark of the covenant, was a token they were ſeparable 
from it, and to be aboliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, when the 
appointed time ſhould come. And, if the law of the 
Sabbath had been of this nature, to be ſure it had been 
placed on the ſide of the ark, with the other ceremoni- 
al laws, and not lodged within it together with the 
moral precepts, Which were perpetual and unalterable. 
Moreover, if ſituation in the Decalogue, among the 2. 
ral precepts, Which were laid up in the ark, be a good 
argument for the morality of the ſecond command, a- 
gainſt the Papiſts, as it is improven againft them by 
proteſtant divine; there can be no reaſon, why the ſame 
argument ſhould not be fully as concluding for the 
ourth command againſt the Anti-ſabbatarians. 
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III. A third argument, for the morality of the fourth 

ommand, may be this: The reaſons and grounds of 

is command are, in their nature, moral and perpetu- 

al, and as forcible upon Chriſtians as Fews; con- 
eee. 3 | 
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quently the command itſelf muſt be moral. alſo. 
The reaſons included in the fourth command are va- 
rious. 1/, One reaſon, enforcing the ſanctification of 


of the Sabbath, is taken from the propriety of the day, 
The t vent h day i is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; it 


is the Lord's day, and the holy of the Lord, Ma. lviii. 13. 
the day which the Lord hath reſerved for himſelf and 


his uſe, and therefore muſt be intirely dedicated to him; 


no man may encroach upon this conſecrated time, with- 


out the guilt of ſacrilege. And doth not this reaſon 


bind us as much as the Jews? Have we any power to 


alienate from God, What 1 18 his Property, more than 


they had? . 

' 2dly, Another reaſon is ren from the cquity and 
rationality of this precept. God is good and liberal 
to us, in giving us ſix days for our works: Wherefore 


it is highly reaſonable and juſt, that we ſhould give : 


him one day for his worſhip. It aggravated David's 


ſin, that he took the poor man's darling ew-lamb, when 


he had a whole flock of his own: As it did our firſt 
parents fault in pulling the fruit of one tree that God 
had reſerved, when he gave them all the reſt of the 
trees at their will; ſo it heightens our crime, if werob 


God of his one day, when he gives us no leſs than 
ſiæ to ourſelves.— — Moreover, it is highly reaſonable 


and fit, when our dying bodies have ſox days for their 
neceſſities and occaſions, that our immortal ſouls ſhould 
have one for their“ Now, doth not the equity and ju- 


ſtice of this command nee” and oblige us, as much as 


it doth the Fews ? 

3dly, A third reaſon is taken from the charitable- 
neſs of this law, viz. That our bodies and cattle 
ſhould have a da) allow'd them for reſt; Charity faith, 


that they ſhould have ſome eaſe and relaxation from 


| ſore labour, and not be weiried our with continual 


toil: And is not this as needful now, as it was of 


old among the Fews ? 
4thly, Another reaſon is drawn from God's exam- 


ple, which is a rule to us: For in ſix days the Lord 


made. heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in them 


ud reſted the ſeventh day. Here We have a two- 


nd we; the Sabbath SER. ©, 
a example, both of God's reſting and working 
and they are both ſet before us for our imitation. As 
God employed ſix days in the works of creation ; 
ſo we are to make uſe of fix days in the works of 
our lawful calling: And as he ceaſed from his works, 
and reſted on the ſeventh day; ſo we are bound to * 
imitate him in that reſpect, by quitting our weekly 
labours, and ſanctifying of the Sabbath-day. Now, 
can there any reaſon be given, why we are not as 
much bound to follow God's example, in reſting one 
\_day after fix days labour, as the Jews were? 
A fifth is taken from the blef# advantage of it; it is | 
a bleſt day to them that keep it. And, is not God as 
able and willing to bleſs the Sabbath to us now, as he 
was of old? And, d not we need his bleſſing as much 
as the Jews ? x 
Now, if theſe mUnonts be moral, pere and 
obligatoiy to us, as much as to the Jews ; the com- 
mand that is enforced by them muſt be ſo likewiſe, 
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IV. A 1 argument may be taken from the perla | 

marks of honour and reſpect that God puts on this 
command. It is not only engraven in tables of fene 

by the immediate finger i God, as all the reſt; but it 
is privileged above them, in ſeveral reſpects; > | 
1ſt, It is placed in the firſt table of the law, ind 

thereby F to thoſe of the ſecond table. 

2 2dly, It is ſituated in the midiF of the Decalogue, in 
the cloſe of the firſt table, and befAre the front of the 
ſecond table; thereby teaching us, that the obſerva- . 
tion of both tables much depends on the right keep- 

ing of this ofie command. God hath placed it in the 
heart of the ten commands, becauſe the keeping of it 
gives life to the keeping of all the reſt. The ſanctifi- 
cation of the Sabbath 1s an epitome of all religion ; "IE 
it virtyally includes all the commands, and ſtrongly en- 
gages men to keep'them all. Hence it was, when the 
Iſraelites broke the fourth commandment by gathering 
of Manna, that the Lord charges them with breaking 
all the commands, Exod. xvi. 28. How long refuſe ye 
70 "wp my commandments, and my laws? Why fo? . 
5 B 3 | Because 
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Concerning the Morality _ © 
Becauſe he that makes no conſcience of keeping the 4 
* Sabbath, will not much ſtick to break any of the reſt. "ps 
Zaly, It hath a ſolemn memento prefixed to it, which brat 
the reſt have not: God uſhers it in with a Remember, defi 
Which is very emphatick, and is, as if he had faid, {| 28 
Keep this command always in your mind; forget what that 
von will, forget not this. God ſpeaks, as a maſter that trur 
| hath ſome ſpecial affair, among many others,” to re- Ane 
| - commend to his ſervant: Among all other injunctions, ent! 


he bids him particularly, Remember ſuch an affair; end 
2 mewing a ſpecial concern for it, more than chie 
r % es WS 04.55, eta, 


= = athly, It is delivered both poſitively and negatively : 
All the reſt of the meds 452 dehveted Giily one” 
of the ways; but this is both ways. It is not only 
faid poſitively, Remember the Sabbath to keep. it holy; 
but alſo. negatively, In it thou ſhalt do no manner of 
rr THC | | 
Fthly, The Lord preſſeth obedience to this com- 
mand, with more reaſons and arguments than any of 
the reſt, which were enumerated before. And this he 
doth, becauſe he knew the conſcientious obſerving 
of this command would engage us to make conſcience 
| of all the reſt, and becauſe he foreſaw wicked men 
|. would attack it, and reaſon againft it more than any 
of the reſt. Now, is it probable that God would 
ew ſuch a concern for a ceremonial law, that he 
would place it in the middle of the moral precepts, 
and preſs it with more reaſons and arguments than 
any of them? J é | 
_ -." Gthly, He makes the keeping of this command, and 
ſanctifying of the Sabbath, one fpecial end of man's 
creation; becauſe therein God is highly glorified. The 
Jewiſh Talmud propounds this Queſtion, Why God made 
man on the evening before the Sabbath? and gives this one- 
reaſon, That man might forthwith enter upon the ob- 
ſervation of the command to keep the Sabbath, and 
begin his life with the worſhip of God, which was 
the chief end why it was given him, as if the keep- 
_ . Jug the Sabbath were the great end of his creation. | 
Aud indeed there is ſolid reaſon for this aſſertion, if | 280 
11 | „ „ 55 
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to commemorate God's glorious works, and cele- 
brate his praiſes for the fame; ſo the chief end and 
deſign of man, whom God made on the fixth day, 
as his haſt and moſt conſummate work of all, was, 
that he might be the tongue of the whole creation, tao 
trumpet forth his praiſes for all the reft of his Works. 
And accordingly, juſt on the back of his creation, hg 
entred upon the REG of a Sabbath, for that very 
end. So it may well be ſaid, That God made man 
chiefly for this end, tokeep the Sabbath- day. 
Ithly, The Lord entails many ſpecial bleſſings upon 
the keeping of this command, and denounces many _ 
Ad threatnings againſt the breaking of it. Read tho 
56th Chapter of 1/aiah throughout, where the Lord 
not only pronounceth him bleſſed that keeps the Sab 
bath, but promiſes to give him a place and a name 
better than of ſons and daughters, to fill his heart with 
ſpiritual joy, to give him a ſpirit of prayer, and ta. 
hear his prayer: God will both give him ability to: 
ferve him, and then accept and reward his ſervice 
when it is done. Alſo read T/a.1viii. 14. Fer. xvii. 24. 
where bleſſings, both ſpiritual and temporal, peace, 
wealth, plenty and proſperity, are promiſed to ſuch ag 
keep the Sabbath. On the other hand, how terrible 
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are the plagues he threatens againſt a land or people 
for breaking this command? Read Jer. xvii. 27. Exekł. 
( 5 Eo Ho GE e 
8hly, He hath ſeverely puniſhed ſinners for the 
reach of this command, as if it were the ſum of his 
whole ſervice, He cauſed a man be put to a crueF 
death for gathering ſticks on the Sabbath, Num. xv. 
"IRA might be thought ſmall, but God looks 
on the contempt of the Sabbath, as an affront to the 
Creator who inſtituted it, and to whoſe honour it was: 
dedicate, and an incurſion upon the whole law, about 
which God ee Sabbath for a hedge. It was; 
the lighting of the Lord's Sabbaths, that cauſed. Jeru- 
ſalem to be burnt with fire, Jer. xvii. alt. Many In- 
ſtances of judgments againſt Sabbath-breakers might 
al be ronghs Hom human hiſtories, „ 
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th argument may be taken from the pres | be 
phecies of the old teſtament. We find 1ſaiah, that da 
- evangelical prophet, pronouncing a bleſſing on thoſe , "= 
that ſhould keep the Sabbath, even in evangelical times, | fo 
Ia. lvi. 1, 2. Thus ſaith the Lord, Keep, ye judgment, mi 
, and do juſtice; for my ſalvation is near to come, aud ce 
ny righteouſneſs to be revealed. Bleſſed is the man that G. 

doth ae that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it.. 
That is 2 plain prophecy of Chriſt ; yet, in his times, 
he declares them bleſſed who ſhould keep the Sabbath: ab 
Yea, ver. 6. he puts the keeping of the Sabbath in a | m 
manner for the en OR of the covenant, That 0 

this evangelical prophet is ſpeaking there of the new- Is 
teſtament times, there is no ground left to doubt: ' th 
for he is ſpeaking of the time when cht ſtranger and 74 
eunuch ſhould be joined to the Lord, and when there Mm 
E - ſhould be no diſtinction of perſons, Jes or Gentiles, Fi 
baut both ſhould be alike welcome to God and his or- WD 
© dinances: And yet, in theſe times, there are many n 
'P bleſſings promifed to them that ſhould keep the Sab- JF . 
bath; which demonſtrates it to be a moral and perpe- f|' m 
ttmally binding duty. _ Fr | ROO: pl 
Vi. Chit himſelf plainly tells us, That he came "ha 
# not to deſtroy or abrogate any part of the mora} law, ar 
0 e but to fulfil it, ſeverely threatning theſe who would | us 
__ :- ſeck to invalidate the obligation of the leaſt of theſe 
F commands, Marth. v. 17, 18, 19. and, in confirmation | ar 
| Hereof, he bids Chriftians pray that their flight might [en 
not be on the Sabbath-day, Matth. xxiv. 10. Now, the | 
flight he there ſpeaks of, was to happen in Veſpaſian's m 
time, about forty years after that al ceremonies were, [tu 
aboliſhed, together with the Jewiſ Sabbath, as I ſhewed tft 
before; and yet we ſee Chriſt plainly enough homo- P1 
logates the morality and perpetual obligation of the in 

law for the Sabbath, under the new teſtament: For he 0 

till ſuppoſes that a Sabbath would be in being and in 1 
Force, after all the ceremonies were aboliſned; and ſo 
therefore he warns' his diſciples, and in thèm all Chri- th 
Kians to the end of the world, to make it a petition . 


M their prayers upon any approaching "calamity, — 
| : ; 3 * 8 5 | & - s * 
5 a ne ; 7 2 


1 


RES I Eo REIT 
be delivered from the neceſſity of fleeing upon the 
day when the duties of the Sabbath ſhould be obſerved: 
Seeing it is no ſmall aggravation of our diftreſs, to be 
forced to flee and travel on God's holy day, when we 
| ſhould be employed in attending the ſolemn ordinan- 
ces of his worſhip, and enjoying communion with 
JJ oor oo 
VII. A.ſeventh argument may be taken from the 
abſurdities that vows follow upon the denying the 
morality of this command. For then, 1, There 
would be but nine commands in the moral lau, which 
is directly contrary to ſcripture; for we are told that 
there are ten in it, Deut. x. 4. And he wrote on the 
tables, according to the firſt writing, the ten command- 
ments, which the Lord ſpake out of the midſt of th 
Fire, VC. e e l > F Ds 
 2dly, It would, open a door for Atheiſm and Im- 
- morality, and tend to caſt looſe the whole moral law. 
| Por if we yield that the fourth commandment is not 
moral, but ceremonial ; why may not ſome, in the next 
place, riſe up and ſay, The ſecond and fifth are not moral 
neither? and ſo on, concerning the reſt. But the Lord 
having written the whole moral law in tables of ſtone, 
and the fourth command in midſt thereof, doth teach 
us thereby, that the whole of it ſnould be indelibly 
written in our hearts, and that the obligation of it, 
and of this command amongſt the reſt, can never be 
extinguiſhec. g | „ N 
Laſily, The univerſal church habe ſtill held the com- 
mandment of the Sabbath to be moral, and of perpe- 
tual obligation, and that the ſeventh day of our time 
ſhould be conſecrated unto the Lord. The conſtant 
practice of all true Chriſtians, ſince the apoſtles times, 
in obſerving a weekly Sabbath, is a great confirmation 
of this truth; eſpecially if we conſider, that the judg- 
ment and practice of the catholick church have been 
ſo umform, conſtant and uninterrupted in this matter, 
that we do not find ſo much as one heretick, or per- 
ſon of any ſort, in antient times, that ever preſumed 
to oppoſe or contradict this doctrine. And 


»  _ 


26 Concerning the divine Appointment FM 
And as the foreſaid univerſal conſent evidence} | huſtit 

+ > this truth ox law to be of divine inſtitution, ſo it proves dent 
it to be a dictate of the law of nature and found reaſon, wor 

that one day of the week thould be dedicate to the wor- day, 


Thip and ſervice of God. Vea, ſo ſtrong is the light the 
hereof, that thoſe who have apoſtatized from the true 57 


.  xeligion, and have taken up with the vileſt of ſuper- the! 
tions, have ſtill found it neceſſary to fix upon acer. | theſe 
an day of the week, for the performing of ſolemn noti 

worſhip; and fo the Mahometans have choſen Friday is nc 

for. this end, and the Parthians obſerved Tueſday : For Sabt 

it is evident to every rational man, that the religious dom 
F obſervation of a weekly Sabbath is the greateſt preſer- Goc 
VJative of a ſolemn profeſſion of religion in the world. ſeve 

— Take away from amongſt men all conſcience of obſer- forr 

ving a ſtated day of ſacred reſt to God, for the cele- de 
bration of his worſhip' in aſſemblies, and all religion to 2 
Will quickly decay, if not come to nothing in the N 
World. And it is to be obſerved, that, wherever re- abo 
gion flouriſheth in the power of it, there we find lane 
molt conſcience made in che obſervation of the Sab- pre 
bath../ TTT 
1 = ie ee e 
ore . | 1 8 wh 

If the Fourth Commandment be moral, and perpetual ; | day 

' how then could the Sabbath be changed from the laſt. 950 


to the firſt Day of the Week, as we ſee it done? 


a 5 Jo) 


The preciſe day of the week for the Sabbath not bin 
being of theeflence of the fourth commandment, bur the 
only an alterable circumſtance in it, the actual altera= . | ba, 
tion thereof under the new teſtament makes no more no 
againſt the morality of the fourth command, than the of 
change of the outward ordinances and means of wor- > 1 

ſhip under the goſpel, makes againſt the morality of he 


the ſecond command. That the keeping of the preciſe 
ſeventh day of the week is diſtinct from the ſcope ang 
fubſtance of the fourth command, Which is only to I 8a 


* 
y - 


6 4s * Lord's 2% Fre, a” 
TO one day in ſeven. for the Sabbath, is pretty evi- 
dent from the command itſelf, both the firſt and laſt - 

words of it. The firſt words, Remember the Sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy, do contain the whole ſubſtance of 
the command; the laft words, Wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed the Sabbath-day, and hallowed it, do contain 
the formal reaſon of the command: And in neither of 
theſe is the 8 day of the week ſpoke of; which 
notifies to us, that the obſervation” of that preciſe day 
1s not ene bo the moral and ſtanding law-of the 
Sabbath, but Sod from it. If it be ſaid, that the 
command enforceth the obſervation of this day from 
God's example in reſting upon it; I anſwer, "That a- 
ſeventh day's reſt after j x days labour j is all the con- 
formity which the fourth command requires of us to 
che example of God, i. e. any ſeventh day he pleaſeth 
| appoint. _ | 
Moreover, our hatural reaſon argueth for what is 
above afferted: For tho' the Jews, who lived in the 
land of Paleſtine, might poſſibly have obſerved the 
preciſe ſeventh day from 1 0 creation; yet the joint 
obſervation of that preciſe time was impoſlible to all 
others whom the fourth command doth concern, be- 
cauſe of the difference of the climate where ey live, 
which makes it night to many of them, when it was 
day to the Jews. Again, the computation of our 
time by weeks, conſiſting of ſeven days, each of twenty 
four hours length, was ſo interrupted in the times of 
Joſhua and Hezekiab, by the prodigious lengthning out 
of ſome days, that I cannot fee how the preciſe - 
ſeventh. day could poſſibly be moral, or eh 927 
binding. From all which I infer, that the chan 
_ the day, by inſtituting the Lord's day, or Feft-day. Sab- 
bath, in the room of the /eventh-day Sabbath, doth 
nowiſe repeal or infringe the morality and ſubſtance 
of the fourth commandment. 


k | SE, Proper queſtions may be moved upon this 
W 8 


Queſt. r. By what authority came the day for the 
Sabbath to be hanged | ? 1 Dy the lame 1 
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28 Concerning the divine Appointment 
that firſt appointed the Sabbath, I mean that of -our | 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who is true God, the Lord of the || ing 
Sabbath, and ſovereign Head of his churcn. fl celeb 
There are indeed ſome differences among divines | Aug 
about this matter, ſome holding this change to have dien 


1 
4 
: 
: 
$ 
11 
4 


g been made immediately by Chriſt himſelf; others, that quia 
1 it was made by the apoſtles: But both opinions come aqui 
f * fie \ ae 
, to one thing, and equally eſtabliſh the divine authority 

| - of the Lord's day; ſeeing the apoſtles were divinely | 8 
E  infpired, and infallibly guided by Chriſt's Spirit, in their this 
| ecclefiaſtical determinations,” delivering nothing to be Was, 
3 conſtantly obſerved in God's worſhip, but what they Fat 
nad the Lord's authority for, according to 1 Cor. xi. 23. as 
Athanaſius plainly affirms, that the change was as 1 
made by the Lord himſelf; and indeed it is more than | cor 
probable, that. during Chriſt's forty days ſtay on earth ſho 
after his reſurrection, wherein he continued inſtructing of 
his diſciples of the things relating to the Goſpel-church, glo 
. \ and giving his commandments to his apoſtles, Acts i. 2, | the 
23. he, among other things, appointed this change, | the 
2 leaving it upon his apoſtles to make promulgation of l 
| it to the world after his aſcenſion, and eſpecially at feſ 
=  Pentecoff, at the extraordinary effuſion. of the Spirit the 
1 On that day, whereby, he publickly confirmed this | - or 
Chee. * + | VE 
When the ſacred penman of the book of the Acts ii. 
tell us, that Chriſt continued for ſo many days ſpace ly 
after his reſurrection, to ſpeak to his apoſtles of the | to 

things pertaining to the kingdom of God, i. e. the goſpeh 
church; he farely hath a ſpecial reſpect to the inſtructi- m 
ons he gave them concerning the ordinances and inſti- tir 
tutions of the Chriſtian church: And as he inſtructed au 
9 them how they ſhoùld change the carnal ſacrifices of | pe 
of beafts into the ſpiritual facrifices of prayer and praiſe, to 
. the ſacrament of circumciſion into that of baptiſm, and ſn 
i the ſacrament of the paſſover into that of the Lord's af 
|! ſupper; ſo likewiſe he inſtructed them how to change 5 
| the ſeventh-day Sabbath into that of the Lord's day. _ of 
1 All the primitive fathers are very poſitive concerning th 
= the divine authority of this change. Ignatius, who - 0! 
=  Lved in the firſt century, faith (in his Epift.) concern» fe 
MES CE Ts wb ng | tt 
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ce the Lord's D © | Is 

ing the Lord's day, omnis Chriſti amator, Dominjcum 

| celebret diem, reginam & principem dierum omnium. 

, | Auguſtine, Serm. 15 1. de tempore, faith, Dominicum 

| diem apoſtoli religioſa ſolennitate habendum, ſanxerunt, 
| quia, in eodem Redemptor noſter a mortuis reſurrexerit, 


. 


(IRA e 


deo Dominicus appellatur. 


x 


quique 1 


 - Queſt, 2. If it be asked, What was the neceſſity-of © 
this change? I anſwer, It was neceſſary, —_ 1 
1 If, To manifeſt Chriſt's glory and equality with the 
Father; for Chriſt ſaith, That men ſhall honour the Son, 
as they honour the Father, John v. 23. Wherefore, 
as they honoured the Father with a Sabbath, upon ae- 
count of his reſt from creation; ſo it was fit they 
ſhould honour the Son with a Sabbath, upon account 
of his reſt from redemption, which was a far more 
glorious work: And therefore, in honour of the Son, 
the Chriſtian Sabbath is, by the Spirit of God, called 
the Lord's day. 3 1 
A⁊aly, The change of the day was neceſſary to mani- 
feſt Chriſt's headſhip over his church, and that he is 
the ſovereign Lord over his own houſe, worſhip and 
- ordinances; and particularly, that he is Lord of the 
Sabbath, which title he had aſſumed before in Mark 
ii. 28. And accordingly he would have this convincing- 
ly diſplayed to the world, by ſhewing that he is able 
to change the day of his ſolemn worſhip. 1 
34ly, Since he hath thought fit to appoint a new. 
manner of his worſhip, it was meet to appoint a zew 
time of it alſo. The levitical ſervice and ceremonial 
worſhip of the Sabbath-day being changed, it was pro- 
per the day of the Sabbath ſhould be changed alſo, . 
to ſhew the more clearly the expiration of that wor- 
ſhip, and to induce the Fews the more eafily to hy it 
aſide, and keep Chriſtians the more from judaizing. 

+ 4thly, There were ſome things in the obſervation 
of the ſeventh-day Sabbath peculiar to the Iſraelites, 
that belonged properly to that nation, and not to 

others: As, 1. God deſigned it to be a ſignal or mark 

for diſtinguiſhing that people from the reſt of the world; 
therefore he calls the keeping of this day, 4 fign be- 
1 1 eit 
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#ivine Appointment -, 
generations, Exod. xxxi. 13, 17. i. e. a gn they were 
od's covenanted people, a nation that ſtood in a pe- 


culiar relation to God, above all others in the world, 
But, this relation coming at length to be altered; it 


Was fit the ſigh ſhould be alſo changed. 2. When 
God revived the inſtitution of the Sabbath to the 


Jewiſh nation, he enjoined them to keep it in memo- 


ry of their deliverance from Egypt, as well as the-crea® 


tion of the world; for it is very obſervable in Dent. 
V. when Moſes called the Iſraelites together in a ſolemn 


yo. Concerning the 72 | 
der, him and the children , raed, ehroughont thei 


manner, to put them in mind of the covenant God 


had made with them in Horeb, he repeats the ten com- 


mandments to them: But, in repeating of the fourth, 
he leaves out the argument for keeping the Sabbath, 
taken from God's creating of the world in fix days, 


and reſting the ſeventh; and, in the room of it, puts 


i their miraculous deliverance from Egypt: For, in 
thecloſe of the fourth command; he ſays, Deut. v. 15. 


Remember that thou waſt a ſervant in the land of Egypt, 


and the Lord thy God brought thee out thence, through a 


mighty hand, and by a ſtretched-out arm; therefore the 


Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath-dayr 


And hence ſome think, that it was not preciſely the 


ſeventh day from the creation that was appointed for 
the Jewiſh | 


e Jewiſh Sabbath, but the ſeventh day from their 
dehverance from Egypt. Laſtly, This day was alſo 
appointed them, for to call to mind their wonderful de- 
liverance at the Red: ſea, which ſeveral learned writers 


are of Neue was wrought for them on the morning 
Je 


of the Fewiſh Sabbath, and ſeems very probable from 
Exod. xii. 15, 16, 17. and hence they are enjoined to 
reſt, and ceaſe from their labours on this day, in fe- 


membrance of their being miraculouſly reſcued on it 
from Egypt, and of their reſting from the cruel bondage 


thereof, From all which it appears, that there was 


ſomething in this commandment peculiar to the Jewiſh - 
nation, and which belonged not to others. And whence 
I may wellinfer, that if the deliverance by Moſes, from 
Egypt and the Red-/ea, was à good reaſon for the Sab 
back of the Jews, ſurely the eternal roger ptigh * 
| * > > | © ri | | 
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.L- Chriſty from fin and hell, is a much ſtronger and bet- "i 
ter reaſon for the Sabbath of the Chriſtians. * .. 
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F tbly, In the command for the ſeventh-day Sabbath; | 
there were ſomethings typical and myſtical, peculiar to in 
the old-teſtament times, and which were to be fuE , - im 
filled in the Meſſiah and goſpetimes; and therefore 
to be aboliſned. 1. The ſeventh-day Sabbath repre- 
ſented Chriſt, who is the only reft, centre, and ſatiſ- 
faction of our ſouls; therefore the apoſtle tells us, 
Col. ii. 17. That the Sabbath was a ſhadom of things 
to come, but the body. is of Chriſt, i. e. Ne is the ſub- 
ſtance which this ſhadow or type repreſented, _ 
2. It ſignified the great Sabbath of the new teſtament, 
or the happy times of the goſpel, wherein the Kathi 
were to reſt from the ſervile rites and burdenſom cere= 
monies of the law. 3 ws. f 4 
3. The ſeventh-day Sabbath being a ſhadow of things 
to come, typitied the believer's reſt and deliverance by 
_ Jeſus Chriſt from the bondage of ſin, and being brought 
| into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
x. 4. The Jewiſh Sabbath, with its ceremonial and typi- 
cal worſhip under the law, ſhadowed forth -th& Chris 
ſtian Sabbath, with its pure and ſpiritual worſhip under 
the. goſpel, and ſo is expired. - 5 
5. The reſt of the ſeventh-day Sabbath was a type 
and ſhadow of Chriſt's reſting upon that day in) the 
grave, and therefore could not be continued after his 
refurre&tion, more than any of the other types fulfilled + 
in Chriſt. Our Saviour, by choofing 'to ly buried 
throughout this day in the grave, did thereby bury ' 
the Jewiſh ſeventh-day Sabbath with the reſt of theit 
types and ſhadows. Hence it is that the apoſtle Paal; 
Col. ii. 16, 17. doth exprefly number the Sabbath among 
the old teſtament ſhadows, that ceaſed upon rheir be= 
; ing accompliſhed in Chriſt the Subſtance and Antitype; 
| Who came in place of all the legal ſhadows. 'Now; 
it being evident from the foreſaid text, that the Jewiſh 
Sabbath was abrogated by Chriſt's death and reſurre&t 
on; it is neceſſary to believe that either Chriſt, by 
himſelf or his apoſtles, did _ another day .zt lieu 
thereof, for the ſolemn worſhip of God; n 
b W : 5 x I x : . I * {I 
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ment would-be far worſe than that of the Jews under 
fre old, which is abſurd. | 

5 6. The two ages before and after Chriſt are reckon- 

ed as two diverſe worlds, Heb. ii. 3. wherefore, as 


when the firſt world was made by creation, there was 


20 the | day of the week? ? 


a day ſet apart in memory thereof; ſo, when the world. 
was renewed by redemption, it was fit there ſhould be 


a day kept in honour and memory of that great work: 
For; if the perfecting the work of-the firſt creation 
deſerved to have a day ſet apart 


for celebraging the 
power and glory of the Author, much more doth the 
finiſhing the new creation, or reſtoration of the world, 

deſerve a day. to be conſecrated for the commemora- 


ting of that, in en the glorious attributes of God 
"ightly in this, than i in the other 6 


do. thine far more 


Queſt. 3, If it be asked, Why was the Sabbath changed 


anſwer, For many reaſons. 
I. The great reaſon given for Ubkerving me laſt day 


of the week doth plead more ſtrongly now for the 


obſervation of the firſt day of the weck. The reaſon 


for obſerving the ſeventh day was, becauſe the Lord 
reſted that day from the great work he had made, viz. 


of creation, which ought. to be remembred with 
thankfulneſs and praiſe. 


' ten commandments, there was no greater work in the 


Now, when God gave the 


world than the creation; and therefore it was fit that 
the day of God's reft from his greateſt work, ſhould 


de the Sabbath, or day of reſt to the world. But, 


ſhould God thereafter work a greater work than, creat- 
ing heaven and earth; then, by parity of reaſon, and 
even by vertue of the fourth commandment, the day 
of God's reſt from that, ſhould be the Sabbath of the 
world. Now, the work of redemption, ' which the 


Lord perfected, and reſted from on the firſt day of 


the week, is far greater than the work of creation; 
it doth even eclipſe and ſwallow it 
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by God, the Author, and ought to be fir. more fe- 
 garded and remembred by us on many accounts 


It, In regard that in the world's redemption there is 


a far more glorious. diſplay of the divine attributes, 
c God's power, wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, Cc. than in ; 
the world's creation. „„ 


wy 


 2dly, It is much more for our benefit and comfort 
than the work of creation; we could have had no com- 
fort in this without the other; for the whole creation 
groned under the burden of fin, and, by reaſon thereof, 
all the creatures were at enmity. with us. Without re- 
demption, what pleaſure can we take in our creation, 
ſince by it we are made capable only of everlaſting mi- 
ſery and deſtruction? Alas! there are no comforts in 
being creatures, if we be not made new creatures; and 
there is no doing of that, but by this new and glorious 
Zaly, In regard the ſecond creation was a work of far 
greater difficulty and expence than the firſt. The firſt 
Was finiſhed by the word of his mouth, but the ſecond 
could not be perfected but by the blood and death of 
his dear Son: The „rſt was finiſhed in fox days; but 
it coſt the Son of God above thirty three. years painful 
travail and ſuffering in the world, to effectuate the ſe- 
cond. In the firſt there was no oppoſition; for, ſince 
the world was made out of nothing, there was nothing 
to make reſiſtence to the Creator; But in the ſecond. 
creation, or redemption of the world, there was a for- 
midable oppoſition made by juſtice, men and devils. 
It was wonderful for the glorious fabrick of heaven and 
earth to be made out of nothing; but much more for 
the Maker of all things to be made of a woman, Jeſus 
Chriſt to be born of his own creature, In the fr 
creation God made us like himſelf; but here the Lord 
makes himſelf like us. The glorious Creator is made 
a creature, yea, made ſin, made à curſe, to ſave man, 
his ſinful creature, from the curſe. We may indeed 
ſay, We are fearfully and wonderfully made; but much 
more are we fearfully and wonderfully. redeemed. 
Creation was the work of God's. fingers, Pſal. viii 3. 
but redemption the W his arm, Luke i. 51. We 
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went of the att, ecke What the fie | 


ers cannot do. So that We ſee it is a far greater w 
* Ind miracle to bring us back from hell, than to bring f|. » 
, from nothing; to make us ſaints, than to make «I | 
4 men and ibomon. Wal then, if God's reſting from his 
work of creation onthe ſeventh day, determined man- 
uind to keep this day for a ſabbath in a thankful re- 
© , membrance thereof; much more ſhould God incar- 
* ( hare's raifing a new world at a far art arge, and 
1 teſting from his labon? of love on the firſt day of the 
week, determine us to obſerve that day for a Sabbath 
in an adoring remembrance of his infinite glory and 
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goodneſs, diſplayed in this ſtupendious work, 

' 4tbly, The Lord himſelf delights and rejoices tnuch 

more in the new creation, than in the old, his glory 
being more conſpicuous by the one, than by the other; 
and that which is eſteemed and preferred by him, ought 
do beſo by üs. The Lord indeed took pleifure tithe | 
= - . yeview of his works of the firſt creation, when he at 

Krſt reſted from the fame ; But, theſe being afterwards 
© W@ll corrupted and deformed by fin, his e 
derein was exceedingly diminiſhed. Hence, Gen. vi. 
i, is ſaid, 17 repenied 555 he had made man; wherefore 
1 it was proper and neceffary to transfer the Sabbath to 
the day of the world's nete creation or reſtoration, ef- 
1 fected and compleated by the feſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
be world's Redeemer, in which day the Lord reſted from r 
ftzheſe his more glorious works, delighting himſelf in the | hat 

review thereof, with an everlafting complacency. |}. 

al, To confirm what is faid, let it be obſerved, by 
that God ſo far preferred the work of redemption to out 
that of creation, that he changed the beginning of the Poör 
year (as Dr. Lightfoot remarks on Exod. xii.) from the nex 
time of the world's creation, to the time of the paf- cou 
over, and the 7/raelites deliverance from 'Egypr by cho 
Moſes, as being an eminent type of our. redemption 2; 
from ſin and hell by Jeſus Chrift, We have reaſon to | very 
believe, that, from the creation of the world, the year | and 
began in September, at the time of the abtzmnal Equi. | ved 
non; for we find the fruits Were on the trees at the ; 
excation, Gen. i. 12, But When God inſtitured the o_ 
; 16 878 | | . | PR S 
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che beginning of the year was chang 
count of the rype, à day might well be changed upon 


12 
\ 


e iir EY 2 8 
+ - which immediately wſherdd"in n 
* deliverance from Egypt, which was in Marth, at che 
vernal Bquinyz; he changed the beginning of the year, 
« and ordered it to commence from that time, Exo. xii. 2 
This hrenrh fhull' lu unto you rhe beginning of months, it 
hall be the firſt month of the year 10 you.” Now, if 
> upon the ac⸗- 


the account of the antitype. If the month of the 


rative redemption was ſo remarkable, that the — 


of the world's creation muſt give place tö it; then 


ſurely the ſubſtance itſelf, when it appeared, mi icht well 


be the cauſe of the change of a day, and the ſeventh 


44y of the creation give place to he firſt day of the 


finiſhing of our redemption. ' 5 
II. Since there was a neceſſity of cha ing the Sab⸗ | 


: bath from the ſeventh day of the week, às is already 
proven; it could be into no other day ſb fitly, as the 
5 firſft-day of the week, on feveral accounts. 


"If, Becauſe of its anſwering the intent of the com- 
mand better than another day: For, if the Sabbath had 
been changed into the ſecond, . third, fourth, or any 
other day of the week than the frſt, the morality of 
the fourth command had been infringed: For ſo Gd 
would nor have had exe day, and man fx working days 
together of one and the fame week; as the command 


requires. But now it holds in a conſtant eourſe, God 
hath his ane day, and we our ſiæx together in ont and 
the ſame week; as it was from the beginning. And, 


by this WHE alteration, there was never a week with- 
out a Sabbath, and never a week had two Sabbaths. 


For as the weck ended with the Jews Sabbath, ſo the 


next week began with the Chriſtian Sabbath; which 
could not have been, if any ather gs day had been 
choſen, | pet 

2dly, Since there behoved to be a change, it was 
very agreeable to reaſon to begin the week with God, 


and that our Creator and Benefactor ſhould be firſt ſe-- 
ved, and have his portion of the week aſſigned to him 


in the firſt place, that his worſhip might have the pre 
ROE to our _ alſo; that our nn 
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ceptable to him. i en ei 
© 3aly, The frft day of the week is the fitteſt for 


keeping up the memory both of the 5ſt and ſecond 
creation of the world. For it being a day of feſt al- 
ways ſucceeding our ſix days labour, puts us in mind of 


36% _ Of. the divine Inſfitution 

he fixſt-fruits of the week to God, might in a manner 
fſanctify the whole, obtain his bleſſing on the weeks 
labour, and make all our works therein the more ac- 


and reſting the ſeventh. And eſpecially, it being the 


0 firſt day of the week, ſerves to mind us of the begin- 


ning of the world, and of its. firſt creation; ſeeing. it 


was on this day that God began his glorious work, ſay- 
mg, Let there be light... But, ina ſpecial wanner, this 


day ſerves to perpetuate the memorial of that greater 
__  blefling of the world's neu creation, or redemption by 

Jeſus Chriſt; ſince on it he finiſhed this work by his 

reſurrection. It was gn this day that not only that tem- 
poral and periſhing light did firſt ſhine at the firſ# crea- 


rion; hut alſo that eternal and heavenly light brake 


out in a meridian ſplendor, the Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe - 


from a dark grave, and ſhined on a dark world, and 


* 0 * 


brought light, life, peace, healing, and all mercies un- 
FFF . 5 er, 21h or ad 
- 4thly, It is the fitteſt day for celebrating the honou (| + 


and memory of all the perſons of the glorious Trinity: 


For tho J eſus Chriſt, the ſecond perſon of the Trinity, 
be honoured by this day in a peculiar manner, upon 


account of his glorious reſt this day from the work of 


redemption; yet the Father and holy Ghoſt are this day 
remarkably honoured alſo. The Father did not only 
begin this day to create, but he was the glorious con- 


triver of our hapbineſs, and ſent his Son to carry on that 
bleſſed work of redemption, which was this day happily 
compleated. Alſo the holy Ghoſt is honoured by ob- 


- ſerving this day, fince.he gloriouſly deſcended at Pen- 
tecoſt on this day, for fitting and furniſhing the apoltles 


for the work af the goſpel; and he is the bleſſed Ap- 
this day, in 


plier of the redemption. finiſhed this day by Jeſus Chriſt, - 
And is in a more eſpecial manner at work 
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making ſaving application of it unto ele# ſouls, by the 
JJC 
III. The Sabbath is changed to the firſt day of the 
week, becauſe it is the Ba honourable and glorious 
day to Chrift and his church, that ever dawned upon 
the world: The moſt honourable day to our Redeemer, 
and the moſt joyful to the redeemed; and therefore 
ought to be kept in perpetual remembrancgtde. 
Flence, by the Spirit of God, and ever fince Chriſt's 
reſurrection upon this day, it is called the Lord's day, 
it being the moſt glorious day ever he had, It was in 
an eminent manner his birthday, for in it he was born 
from tha dead; in it God ſolemnlyiowned him to be his 
 qnly-begotten Son; hence/that word in Pſal. ii. Thos art 


my Son, this day I have begotten thee, 1s applied to the 5 


day of his reſurrection, Acts xiii. 13. He was this day 
declared to be the Son of God with power, Rom. 1. 4. 
For, at his riſing, he made the earth to ſhake, the 
"graves to open, the ſtones to roll away, the dead to 
riſe and appear, the ſoldiers. to tremble and flee, and 
both faints and angels to come and attend him. And 
was not this a triumphant day to him? Yea, on this 
day he conquered the grave, death and hell, and ſhew- 
ed himſelf to be the Captain of our ſalvation, triumph- 
ing over his and our enemies. His birth and death did 
ſhew him to be truly man, but his reſurrection did ma- 
nifeſt him to be truly God, and the great Redeemer - 
of the world. Hereby he gave full proof, that he had 
compleatly finiſhed the work of our redemption, paid 
the elect's debt, ſatisfied divine juſtice, cancelled our 
bond, and obtained an ample diſcharge, fince he as 
our great Cautioner was now let out of priſon. Was 
not this then a joy ful day, a day to be had in everla- 
ting remembrance? the day our Jonas came ſafe out 
of the whale's belly; the day our Samſon carried away 
the gates of Gaza. Now it was that death loft its 
| ſting; now the graye and hellloft their purchaſe; now 
the ſerpent's head was bruiſed ; now Wert they all ſwal- 
lowed up in victory; now it was that our. glorious Re- 
1 8 reſted from all the works of ſuffering and re+ 
| :«dcmption, and rejoiced in the reyiew thereof, with _ 
a 7 : a g 4 aca «7 t . | 
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Applied by peter, before the 


infinite 9 
fo, much concerns 


1 7 all his friends. Ang to put it beyon 


4. 
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Of #he divine Inſtitution 
And ought not we, Whe ae 


1 


ted it. This is the day 


enemies, rolled away his reproach, made him Head of - 
the corner, and Head of the church, by openly decla- 
ring him to be his Son with power, and that to the ter- 
zor and confuſion of all his enemies, and the joy and 


| put itt | doubt, 

t this is the meaning of the place, fee it particular 
th Jewil Sanhbedrim, AQ 

W. II, tz. Be it known to 25 that this Jeſus Chri 


Alem ye crucified, God hathraifed from the dad: And 
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ain, he made if i. e. (as the word from 
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of the-Lord's Day. 3 


« 


Ipas i at nought of you builders, which is become the 


Head of the corner. Now, this being ſuch a memorable 
day, the ?/4lmiſt's direction js, that all Chriſtians ſhould 
rejoice and be glad in it; Which indeed is a moſt pro- 
per duty on our Chriſtian Sabbat. 
Again, we have another prophecy concerning this 
day, in I/. xi. 10. And in that day there ſhall be 4 
root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the peo: 
ple; to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glo- 
riows. Now, what was that ſpecial day, wherein Chtift 


was raiſed and exalted for an Enſign, to invite and en- 


8 the nations to flee to him as their Redeemer? 
as it not his reſurrection-day, on which he was de- 
clared to the world to be the Son of God with Power? 
Rom. i, 4. This is the day then, on which his 72 
Was glorious. For as God the Father's reſt from the work . 
of creation was glorious, and had great glory and honour 
pr on it, by the world's keeping a Sabbath for about 
our thouſand years thereupon ; fo God the Son's ref 


: from the work of redemption was to have great glory 


and honour put upon it, by the Chriſtian World's oh- 
ſerving a weekly Sabbath on it, to the end:of time. 


And was it not a glorious reſt which the Son of God 
- had on the firſt day of the week, from his great and 


ſtupendious work, when he had laid the foundations 
of the new heavens and new earth, and had given the 
finiſhing ſtroke to the new creation; when all zhe ftars, 
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| ſang togerigr, and all the ſons of God ſhoute 4 for 7Y 
9 | 


was on this day the Son reſted from his works, and 


was refreſhed, as it is faid of God, Exod. xxxi. 17. 


with reſpect to his reſting from the works of the firſt 
creation, Now, as God's reft from his works on the 
ſeventh day, and his being refreſhed therein, was a fuf-. 
ficient indication of the preciſe day of reſt which he 
would have obſerved by the world under the old di 


penſation of the N fo. the reſt of our Lord 


eſus Chriſt from his wo 


5 . 


E {t works on the firſt) day. of the 
week, and his being refreſhed” therein, is 3 9 Po 
indication of the preciſe day of reſt which he would © 


dication of the. preciſe day of reſt which he would + 
have ent oder deen of the I 
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diately find the diſciples aſſembling themſelves together 


chem, ſolemnly bleſſes them, and gives them the holy 


© _ Moreover, we have the apoſtle to the Hebrews ex- 
En confirming the foreſaid prephecies concerning 
us, that under the goſpel there remained a reſt for the 


people of God, Heb. iv. 9. Now, if this place be duly 
conſidered, and rightly underſtood, it will mightily 


F ©  -confirm the change of the Sabbath from the /aft to the 


Frſt day of the week. For the word, which is there 

' rendredeft, in the original is SeBÞ347:ow;, and ſhould 
be rendred a Sabbatiſm or Sabbath-keeping ; and ſo the 
meaning is (according to Doctor Owen, and other 
learned commentators) There remaineth a Sabbath-keep- 
ing for the Sos of: God, under the new teſtament, as 

/ Well as under the old. And this (as the apoſtte ſhews 


tain place of the ſeventh day on this wiſe, And God did 
| the apoſtle) the new Sabbatiſm” hath the like founda- 


tory reſt from his works of redemption, as God on 


che ſeventh day entred into his reſt from the works of | 


— Creation. And as, God, by his reſting. on the. ſeventh. 
day, did determine that day for a facred ſabbatical reſt 


of the Sabbath) by his entring into his reſt on the rt 
; 449; -did determine that day of the week for a ſacred 
Sabbatiſm under the new tefta 
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bis works, as God did from his, mentioned ver. 10. 
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nant. And accordingly, upon this indication, we imme- _ 


upon this day of their Redeemer:s reſt; and no ſooner 
are they met, but Chriſt comes and graciouſly meets with 


Ghoſt, John xx, 19. from which time forward, the firſt 
day of the week was never without its ſolemn aſſemblies. 


Chnit's reſt upon the firſt day of the week, by telling 


In the context) behoved neceſſarily to be a neu Sabba- 
im, in regard it hath 4 zew foundation, in correſpon- - 
_ dence. to the. foundation of the old Sabbatiſm mentio- 
ned, verſe 4. of that chapter. For he ſpake ina cer- 


reſt ibe ſeventh. day from all his works. Well '(faith 
tion, ver. 10. For he (vix. Jeſus Chriſt) hat is entred 
into his reſt, hath 10 ceaſed. from his own works, as 


Sold did jromhis.' Now, it was on the morning of the 
Vi day of the week that Chrift entred into his media- 


under the old teſtament ; ſo Chriſt, (ee is the Lord 


ment. The ceaſing from 
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can never properly be applied (as ſome do) to the be- 
never, but to-Chriſt's ceaſing from his works. of re- 
demption; ſeeing it s abſurd to make our ceaſing ſrom 
the vile works of fin, a parallel to God's ſceaſing from 
bis glorious works of creation. And it cannot be meant 
bf ceaſing from the works of duty and ſervice to God; 
for, to All eternity, believers never ceaſe, from theſe, 
V. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath put honour upon ne 
firſt day of the week, and authoriſed ' he; obſeryation _ 
of it by his own example and practice, which hath che 
force of a law to us. It was on this day he met wich 
the tuo diſciples going to Emmays, opened the ſeriꝶ· 
tures ta them, and was made known to them in the 
breaking of bread, Luke xxiv. 13. Likewiſe, upon 
the ſame day he appeared to the eleven, When ga- 
thered together and others with them, ſhewed them 
his pierced hands and feet, comforted them, andiope: 
ned their underſtandings, that they might underſtanqd | 
the ſcriptures, | Luke xxiv. 33, 36, 40, 45. It Was on 
this day that Chriſt came to his diſciplec, (being all con- 
veened together except Thomas) gave them Ris peace, 
and bleſſed them, and alſo gave them their com- . 
miſſion and the holy Ghoſt, Jobn xx. 19, 20, . 
Again, upon that ay eight days being the next firſt - ml 
day of the week, when the diſciples were aſſembledt 
together, and Thomas with them, John xx. 26. Chrit ml 
choſe to appear unto them, and graciouſty convinced BY 
Thomas by the diſcovery of his wounds. Tho' Chriſt, 
after his reſurrection, met with ſeverals of his diſciples 
upon other days of the week, yet on the firſt day on- 
| ly (which is therefore expreſly recorded) did he ap- 
Is pear to them when aſſembled together; and therefore 
we ſee how he left Thomas a whole week under his 
unbelief and doubtings, till the next Lord's day or firſt 
day of, the week ſhould come, that he might have oc- 
caſion e to reſolve him in the aſſembly of his 
diſciples, for their common edification, and comfort, . 
The firſt day of the week is the only day of the weck, 
or month, or yer, that is ever mentioned by number 
in all the new teſtament; and, wherever it is ſpoke of, 
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the evan ſo e prey, and ſo oh of Ghiift 
making his viſits to his diſeiples upog the firft- uM 
the week? but to Chev wa, that Ghriſt ut 45 
1 - honour and reſpe& upon this day, and e Ee 
u — op intimation of his will, ON: it ſhould be gr 
= his church, as wry Ghriſtian Sobbath, or thi | 
= weekly day of holy r and holy convpcations. | | That 
done day in ſeven e religioufly obſerved 1 5 
manner, was a law ee bes inning, 190 0 85 
2s tte ſtate of innocence (as 1 
| 2 in the kingdom of the Mefſ lab. t the Fog 723 of the 
el ſhould be that ſolemn 4275 this was indication 
enough, that Chrift on that diy once and again met 
his diſciples in à religious aſſembly; And it is highly 
probable, that, at his firſt e 8s them, he ap- 
bointed them that wk eight days 1 together ag in 
ing to meet them; for we find them more 
fly eonveened that day than the former, John 5 26. | 
And after eight days, again his Mor tvere within, 
_ and Thomas with them, as it would feem 3 for 
Chrift's coming g. And WA are of Seay x 
thus continued to meet with them 5 
the Week, till his aſcenſion, N to 7 the 5 
Eee to the kingdom Acts i. i 
0 Chriff's meetin Fin t them chat day wi not merely 
1 gccaſfonal, but deſigned; as appears by the expr 
= mentioning of the firſt day of « 2 ſo oſt as he 
met them. For, when Gurift met with His diſci les - 
on any other day of the week, we are not told what 
day it was, whether the ſecond, third or fourth day ; 
of the week; but, when he mgets with chem on tlie 9 
Ar day, the holy Ghoſt names and records that, 3 
* aſcribing ſomething peculiar PE above at the | 


. The obſervation of the rf 0 the week is- by 
+ alſo authoriſed by the divinely inſpir es of Chrift, 1 
and founders e £ the keene SP nd that both by fo! 
| their” Neg and directi 3 . — both 
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this day, * alfo afferting- Chrlſe's: proprizty in ins | 
his; all Which is evident —— EY 
In the forecited ſcriprures, where weread of Chrif® 
F ee te eie s, we alſo read of their | 

ng together un the firſt day of the weok-ſeveral times, 
which certainly was for the publick worſhip of God, 
and in honour” of this day. For, When they met on 
other days of the week, it is not wot what theſe were; 
but, when they met on the firſt day of the. week; the 
holy Ghoſt resords that: Which iews it to be a re. 
markable day in itſelf, and obſerved as ſuch by the dif- 
ciples of Chriſt, and that in a religious way. 5 
But, befides' theſe, I ſhall -adduce four oniey Gang ; 
tures, that clearly demonſtrate what is above 8 - 
The firſt is, A0, ii. 1,2, Where it is recorded; that 
12 autre and other brethren were met all together n 
ay of pentecoſt in one place. This meeting was for 
Publiez worſhip on the firfþ day ef 'the week, according 
to their wonted practice. It is hot in the templowith 
the Jews, but in à houſe in Jeruſalem by themſelves. 
We ſt. How prove you that it was on the 
of The weeks *. . Becauſe it is evident from 2 
ture, tliat the paf ver that year fell en the Jewiſh 'Sab 
bath; and, penzecoſt being ill the'j/#enb day — 
paſſover, it conſequently fell that year on the firſt day 
of the week, or the Lord's "ye Pontecoſt is a C 
word, ſeuchrre the fftieth, called fo becauſe of its 
being ſtill the fiftieth 455 after che paſſouer a Jewiſh 
feaſt, which fell ſometimes upon one day of the week; 
and ſometimes on anether; bat rhis year it fell on the 
laſt or ſeventh day of the week. Nunteceſt was an- 
ther feaſt of the Fews; kept in remembranee of: God's - 
tying the law that day on amount Sinai, being the 
Frieth day aſter thelf eating che paſſover and 9 | 
out of Egypt. Au conſequently, * Pr uni 
* upon the Hirte day of the week; o 8 
rection- day, ' the Dapoſtles- and ae endes . 
for celebrating this day by publiek worſhip. Notys ler 
us obſerve how remarkably God confirmed their x 
ing of the f dax of the week, ang bleſſed their me 


ng together: upon for warltdp + ee 
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that extraordinary effuſion of the holy Ghoſt upon 
them, for fitting and furniſhing them fo the extraor- 
dinary Work of planting the Chriſtian; church, and 
converting the world. This was a ſolemn approbation 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and a ſeal to its, inſtitution 
from heaven, which did confirm all, Chriſtians in the 
Celebrating of this day for the future: And many times 
baue they experienced the gracious -effufipns of the 
Spirit on their publick aſſembles this day ſince that time. 
It is obſerved by Grotius, upon Exod; xx. 1. That it 
Was on the firft day af eh week that the law was given 
in its fearful pramulgation from mount Sinai. But tho“ 
Sod made that in ſome reſpect a terrible day to them, 
yetche makes it weekly a joyful day to us, by the com- 
fortable-promulgation;of the goſpel thereupon from mount 
it | Sion. . | + 444 Kan ta toes my 
A ſecond ſcripture is, Acts xx. J. And upon. the firfs. 
| _ erz the weeks; when-the diſciples cametogether to breal 
read, Paul preached.zo them, & c. Whence it is plain, 
| that the rf: day af the.week, was then the ſtated Time 
foot Obriſtians their meeting together, for the preaching 
of the word, and celebrating of the Lord's ſupper; 
for this ĩs recorded as their cuſtomary known practice. 
Paul had been at Troas ſeven days, and conſequently 
wieaas there upon the Jemiſb Sabbath; but there is no 
word of any meeting among them on that day, or any 
thier day of the weak: But, When the firſt day of the 
duell comes, the chureh is ſolemnly conveened, and 
perform the work of the Sabbath.on chis day. Paul 
Was ready to depart from that place, only he muſt ſtay f 
till the fir fb day ef the week,. that he might meet with of 
the whole church, and preach. to them before he leave 
tem; and ſo, according to their cuſtom, they all as (| |; 
ſemble together, and he ſanctifies the Sabbath witng C. 
them, by preaching and diſpenſing the ſacrament, and fr. 
at even till midnight; for they did not ſoon weary, th 
At that time, of the Work and duties of the Lord's day, | Kg 
A mird ſcripture/ is, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Nou concern | an 
Wi wg the collection ſor the ſaints, as I haus given order te 7 
Wh he ohwrches of Galatia, even ſo do qe. Upon the, firſt 
Wh ay of :the work, let every one of you. tay by him in 
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the firſt day of che, wert. Now, why on the fit dg 
7 the, week, and not on the ſeventh,: or any; other? 


made in the Jewiſh ſynagogues; ap the giving of alms 


Ha”! | 


the Sabbath transferred to the firſt day of the week, 


and particularly this duty of publick charity, there be- 


ing a peculiar- nefs. in this day for it, in regard we 
are callcd this day to commemorate Chrilt's infinite 
charity to pup fouls, and alſo to ceceive new bleſſings 
and expreſſions of bounty from bim; and therefore 
ſhould be the more liberal to his poor ſaints. - hope, 


there is none that will oe that the - apoſtle - had not 
le 


Chriſt's warrant for what er this matter; 
that e | 


for in this epiſtle he proteſts, 
to them, hut what he had received from the Lord, an 

bad his command for; ſee 1 Cor. xi. 23. & xiv, 43. It 
is as clear a3 light: from the foreſaid teſtimony, and 
many others, that the primitive Chriſtians had their 


aſſemblies on the firſt day of the week, which they 


would not have had without the apoſtles direction; 


4 


knowing the mind of Chriſt. 


nor would the apoſtles. have determined ſo, "without, 
* oy og fs ef i, Es &. JO. 


A fourth ſcripture. is, Rev. i. 10. where Jobs faith 


af himſelf, that he was in the Spirit on the Lord's day; 
which, to be ſure, is no other than the Chriſtian Sab 


bath, getting the denomination from our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and his riſing from the dead thereupon, 2d, 
frequent meetings with his diſciples this day; and. to 
this day it ſtill retains this title of the Lord's day, being 
a day ſpecially inſtitute for the honour of our Lord, 
and conſecrate for his ſervice and worſhip. The apoſtle 
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wrote this book near the end of the firſt century, and 
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temaxkable for the Ct. ds Bedi of it, This 
 Ipoftle, at this time, Was bakiiſhed" inte he. ile | 
55 Barbs by Domirian the Emperor, where probably he 
Wanted the opportunity of the publick affemblies on 
this day; yet he's emp lo ed in fanRifying the Lord's 
day in a 055 wa e is in the Spirit, i. e. in '# 
Be} ame, © kk up in ſpiritual exerciſes, 
w  meditarpon and präher, ( (chick are Frop er duties fer 
die Sabbath) an the Lord rewards this his conſcientic 
Saus regard to this day, with the revelation of theſe 
WW — great things which were afterwards to fall out to the 
W- @Efurch to the end of the world. 
. Moreover, it is obfervable, that the Lord puith his 
85 Hans” on this day; for the holy Ghoſt calls it here the 
25 5 5 HAY 7. and that for theſe — 9 I. Becaufe of 


Deen 


1 r 18 en ths ' ert, been * a8 iti 
_ He 295155 in it: He hath ſeparated and ſet it apart from 
= common uſe, and conſerrated it wholly to his uſe and 
ſervice: 80 che facrament is called the erg. table, be- 
= cauſe of its being conſecrated for holy ufes, and ſo 
=—_ ſet 17 be and diſtinguiſmed from all other table. 
18 Ns 2 of its s being dedicate to his honour and 
= rhe ** 4 being the day Nh which he conquered death, 
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þ 8 5A "A Victory, 2 and triumphed overall his ene. 

. ä 440 
j "3 js called” the erg day, becauſe the ward | 6 
4 ne Chriſt, his perſon and me iation, is the princi· 0 
= palſubjeftof the work of this day. ll * 
} VII. Another argument for the obſervation of che « 
| = Chriſtian Sabbath may be drawn from the conſtant 6« 
1 and uninterrupted 10 of all Chrift s churches 'K 
4 chraugh the world fince the apoſtles days; they have 6 
if _ all continued to obſerve the Lord $ Bay or holy wor- 
. __ © ſhip. All the antient Fathers and Chriſtians had the! « 
9 


us 
8 1% 


the writings of | Fuſtis atarryr, Trail Origem, | 
59 Tgnatins, that antient Father, who lived fe weat 


Chrift's times, in his epiſtles highly recommends the 
Lord's day: Let every one thut loveth Chrift (ſaith he) 
_ obſerve the firſt day of the with, the Lord's da, n,; 
Queen of all Jays. It is a remarkable ſaying of 246 
guſtine, As the virg in Mary wat bleft zbods all tmn, 
þ is the firſt day if the \week bleed abet dll Au. 
| VIII. The conftencs of men plead for the Mine 
authority of the Torts day. Surely it is Gol; Who & 
the fupreme Lord and Sovereign of mens cbnſeiences, 
that directs this his deputy in men, to excite and preſs 
them ſo cloſly to the obſervation of this day; and 
alſo to challenge and ſmite them ſo ſharply fot the 
neglect and profanation of it. And indeed there is nd 
fit that conſcience more commonly accuſes wicked 
men of, than the breach of the Lotd's day: And hence 
it is, that many malefaQors, at theit ih hbur, Wheh 
moſt ſerious; do moſt bitterly bewail it 5 Acknowiedg. 
ing that their, $abbath-breaking was theit feading fn, 
and the occafion of all the reſt of ther wicked Toit 
ſes; having provoked God fo leave them, and g 
them up to the luſts bf their own hearts; and tempta- 
tions of the devil. Clark, ity his 2d ol. of Eæan 


7 dl i 
tells us of one Thomas Savi (a young man who TT 2 Hl 


executed at Rurcliff, Ofobe# 18. 2868 for murdefin 

his felow-ſervant) that, whilit he was in priſon, ctied | 
out to ſome that came to viſithith; aſtet this manner; — 

Oh wretch that 1 was! 1 ftudied how I iy erg || 
© the Lord's day in the devil's work; at time Þ 
4 when I ſhould have been ſervihg God, 1 was bufieſt 
in ſerving Satan. I was glad When the Sabbath came; 
+ for then I had leiſure to purſue my lufts and 
* ſures. I ſometimes went into the chufch, 
| never ſtaid the time of a whole ſermon. 1 lau 
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N © at thoſe that ſpent the Sabbaths in Hearing and pra) - . 
4 * ing, and looked on them as he veneſt fools in te 
; « world. O tell young, men from me, that Sabbath- + . 
breaking is 4 dangerous ad eoftly h, ?:? | 
; i OO on IG gives A of” one Ed- | 
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24 Kit vintner; (ery at Tyburn) July 17. 16847 
for murderin 
mented his frequent rofanation of the Eord's day; 
* Upon which holy day, ſaith he, I committed che 
0 hainous ſin of murdering my poor wife.“ Thus, 
one ſin was puniſhed with another, Sabbarb-b#eakink 
With murder, and that with the gallows.. Likewiſe, 
he tells of another, executed May! 25, 1687, for theft; 
Who, in his confeſſion, ſaid, That it Was his earneſt 


4 deſire, that all, young men eſpecially, ſhould take 
care not to miſpend the Lord's day.“ And the 
author's remark is, That he doth not know that ever 


he obſerved any repentance in a malefactor, who did 
. * lament. antes of his duty to God on 
t day | 
* An the loft place; The diſpenſatiotis of divine 
providence may be brought in, as giving ſuffrage to 


e fanctification of the Lord's day. God hath bigh- 


Iy honoured this day, by doing many mighty works 


upon it: On this day he created the light, and began 


10 make the world; on this day he gave the law from 
mount Sinai, as Grotius Obſerves. Nay,” it is affirmed 
by ah antient council held at Conſtantinople, Counc. 6. 

8.“ That Chriſt; was born on the Lord's day, 


46 And the Star ſhined to the wiſe men on it. Chriſt 


4 fed the five thouſand with the five loaves and two 


995 
« bas, ' jg „ 2 af 2 ; 328 6.4 4 * 


4 fiſhes on this day; That he was baptized, roſe from 
© the dead, and ſent down the holy Ghoſt on this 


his wife, who, in his confeſſion; Ja 


* 


. day.. And ſome of the antients have further affirm- 


ed, That whatſoeyer; notable thing was done in the 
World, the Lord ordered it ſo, was done to the honour 
.of this day. Thus God hath confſcrated the firſt day 
of the week, or Chriſtian Sabbath, by doing ny 
of his wonderful works upon it; to intimate to u 


That it is his will we, ſhould ſanctify this day, and ob- 


8 it weekly, for publiſning and proclaiming his 

Worthy acts, and keeping up the memory of Chriſt's 

nativity, paſſion, reſurrection, erc., to the end of the 

Fords, without Splitting days of ral own for theſe 

ends. iy 

Moreover, there are yarious d ſpenfations f from $4 
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boch of mercy and judgment, that conclude for tha ll 
obſervation of this holy day. The gracious pro vi- 


dences, that attend the conſcientious obſervers. of the 9 
Lord's day, are moſt remarkable. On theſe the == 
Lord pours down the gracious influences of his Spirit, 

| in” his ordinances diſpenſed this day; he eminently 8 

blefſeth them with increaſe of grace, tenderneſs 
| "conſcience, and holineſs of life; and with all his beſt 
bleſſings both ſpiritual and temporal. God hath now - e 
for theſe 1700 years paſt granted all his churches thro” 
the world many ſignal marks of his favour and preſence 
in obſerving the Lord's day, which they could not 
Have expected had they been in an error in keepingit. 

How often hath he poured out his Spirit upon tem k 
when attending ordinances on this day, and blefſed - Ml 
them with conviction, converſion, and manifeſtations 
of his love? Nay, the univerſal experience of Chr _* 

| fiians doth teſtify, that all the bleſſings and mercies i 

Promiſed to the obſervers of the Sabbath under the old, 

teſtament, are now transferred and accompliſhed to tgne 
keepers of the Chriſtian Sabbath: For, the. change of 

the day being by divine authority, the frft-day Sab- 
bath doth la fully ſacceed to ali the privileges, pro- 
miſes, and threatnings, formerly pertaining to the 

_ ſeventh-day Sabbath. We ſee what Meng, are pro- 

miſed to the keeping of the Sabbath of old, both ſpi- 

ritual and temporal; that is a remarkable word, Jer. 

Xvii. 24, 26. F ye hallow' the .Sabbath-day,. to do no 

work therein, then they ſhall come from the cities of Ml 
Judah, and all other places, bringing burnt-offerings, ' Wl 
and ſacrifices, and meat-offerings, and incenſe, and = 
bringing ſacrifices of praiſe unto the houſe of the Lord oF 
3. e. When the Sabbath is duly obſerved, then the 
church ſhall flouriſh, religion ſhall be promoted, ang 
the name of God highly exalted. ' And do we not 
ee this promiſe viſibly accompliſhed to ſuch churches 

e and perſons as ſtrictly ſanctify the Lord's day? Among. 

e ſuch, Chriſtianity doth flouriſh; knowledge is inieredies, _ 

I reformation is advanced, grace is. multiplied, and a 

k 11 regard is had to all the other duties of re- | 
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36% Of the divine Inſtitution n 
| Again, we find temporal mercies annexed, to the * 
"keeping of the Sabbath, I/. Iviii. 13, 14. H thou turn te bel 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, 3. e. If thou ceaſeſt | 4 
from profining it, I will cauſe thee to ride on the high te the 
places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of | 
Jacob thy Father; i. e. Thou ſhalt be bleſſed with « Jet 
- outward. proſperity, and many earthly enjoy ments. | © be 
This is again confirmed in Jer. xvii. 24, 25: 1f ye | « ger 
diligently hearken unto me, ſaith the Lord, to hallow | « fer, 
the, Sabbath-day; to do no work therein, then ſhall there et (os 
enter into the gates of this city, kings and princes ſitting . 
on the throne of David, riding in chariots, and this . of 
city fhall remain for ever; i. e. The nation and city. | en 
mall be bleſſed with all ſecular and civil advantages. . 
1h Accordingly the people of God have found the Hal- the le 
lowing of the Lord's day ſenſibly proſperous to them 
with reſpect to their ſecular affairs: When they have | 
diſcharged the duties of this day with a good conſcience, Ag: 
It hath fared the better with them all the week after, J violati 
In- teſtimony whereof, I ſhall here narrate the ex- gude 
erience of that excellent perſon, Sir Matthew Hale, jittle r 
Lord chief Juſtice of the King's bench in the reign of his ; * 
King Charles II. wbo was both an eminent lawier, I ſeared. 
and A great divine. In his book called Contemplarions || 
moral and divine, hehath theſe words; © I have found and n. 
«(faith he) by a ſtrict and diligent obſervation, that till the 
a due obſerving the duty of the Lord's day, hath ever chief! 
'« had joined to it a bleſſing upon the reſt of my time; tion o 
« and the week that hath been ſo begun, hath been his ov 
«© bleſſed and proſperous to me: And on the other plague 
« ſide, when I have been negligent of the duties of Je 6 
this day, the reſt of the week hath been unſucceſſ- death, 
« ful and unhappy to my ſecular employments; ſo fof the 
4 that I could eaſily make an eſtimate of my fuc- fienal 1 
« ceſſes in my own ſecular employments the week ſeriptu 
following, by the manner of my paſſing this day: 25 wel 
4 And this I do not write lightly or inconſiderately; . forget 
but upon a long and ſound obſervation. and experi- [we han 
| Again, in another place, he faith, © I thank I zuro 


i” 


a 
* 


&& ence.” | Fi Ons 
% God, I ever found, that, in the ſtricteſt obſervation Ihren 
L of the times of his worſhip, I ever met with ns 18 
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e the Lord's Day: 7 
tc beſt advantage to my worldly occaſions; and thatz 
ce whenever my worldly . occaſions encroached uponk(a⁊ 

© thoſe times, I ever met with diſappointment, tho”; a7 e 

« in things of the moſt probable ſucceſs: And even, 

6 let it be ſo with me. It hath been, and ever ſhall 

be to me, a conviction beyond all argument and 

demonſtration whatſoever, that God expects the obe _ 

* ſervation of his times; and that, while I find my- 

c ſelf thus dealt with, God hath not given over his 

* care of me. It would be a fad preſage unto meg 
„of the ſevere anger of my Maker, if my inadver- 

tence ſhould caſt me upon a temporal undertaking 

upon this day, and that it ſhould proſper.” > Thus 
the learned and pious Judge Hale, who ſpake from 

his own experience, after long and critical obſervations * 

of divine providence. r „ 
Again, the judgments which often follow upon the 

violation of this day, do give teſtimony to its divine 
authority. How ſad are. the ſpiritual ſtrokes, tho 

little noticed, which God inflicts upon the ſlighters f 

his holy day, by giving them up to hardneſs of heart, 

ſearedneſs of conſcience, and vile affectlons; ſo that 1 

commonly they fall into ſcandalous. out-breakings, = | 

and netorious crimes, proceeding from evil to worſe, _— 

till they at length run themſelves into ſome fatal miſ- _ 4 

chief! Afid, when men neglect to puniſh the profana- _— 

tion of this day, the Lord uſually takes the ſword into 
his own hand, and, by vifſible temporal judgments, 
plagues the profaners of it. If the violation of the 

Jewiſh Sabbath was, by a divine order, puniſhed with 

death, under the law, Exod. xxxi. 15. furely the breach 

of the Chriſtian Sabbath ſhall not eſcape without ſome  ' WM 
ſignal marks of the divine vengeance, according to the 
ſeripture-threatnings, which are levellec againſt the one 

as well as the other, as I ſhewed before. Let us not 

forget that terrible denunciation of judgment, which 

we have in Jer. xvii. 27. But if you will not hearken 

{into nie, to hallow the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a 
burden, even entring in at the gates of Jeruſalem onthe © 

. Pabbarh-day ; then will I kindle a fire in the gates there=,/ 

Wh, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Tetulalein, and ib 
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52 Of the divine Inflitution 


.- Wall not be quenched. The Jews (as Auguſtine ob- 


3 


ſerves) fell generally into this grievous fin of profan- 
ing the Sabbath: For, tho“ they pretended to hallow it, 
by forbearing ſervile labour upon it; yet, upon that 
day above all days, they uſed to pam per the flefh with 
carnal delights, and run into the exceſſes of gluttony 
and drunkenneſs. Againſt theſe ſins did our Saviour 
warn them; but, they perſiſting, the foreſaid direful 
threatning was at length exactly fulfilled: For upon 
that very day, fo abuſed by them, their regal city Je- 


ruſalem, the glory and maſter- piece of the whole earth, 


Was burnt: down to the ground by the Romans. And 
this Hegeſippus and, Dio obſerve to have been done on 
the Sabbath-day, in September, about forty years after 
— f Oo . 
And doth not that prophetical commination concern 
us, as well as the Jews? And have we not cauſe to 
fear the accompliſhment of it for the breach of the] 
Chriſtian Sabbath? Yes, we have found it to be true. 
Some impartial obſervers of God's judgments in the 
world have remarked, that this ſin, viz. the breach of 
the fourth command, by the profane neglect of God's 
- worſhip upon the Lord's day, and the ſpending of this 
time in open works of impiety, hath been frequently 
, -viſited upon cities and private perſons, by conſuming 
fires that have happened upor this day: Of Which 
many inſtances might be given in this ſame ifland, 
as well as other parts of the world. That fiery pre- 
diction againſt Jeruſalem hath: been oftner than once 
fulfilled and executed upon the two capital cities there- 
Of, many of whoſe inhabitants have been as guilty o 
profaning the day Tet. apart for God's ſervice as ever 
the Jews were. In London this vice reigned, and 
there it was dreadfully puniſhed with a furious and 
aſtoniſhing: fire in the year 1666, which laid the mo 
art of that great city, with its faireſt churches and 
uildings, in rubbiſh, in three days ſpace: And it is 


remarkable, that that dreadful fire broke forth on the « 


5 Lord's day, very early in the morning, being the 
-. - Tecond day of September. een 
Likewiſe in Edinburgh, where Sabbath-breaking 
nnn. 9 
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made aàgainſt that fin) the faireſt and ſtatelieſt of its 
buildings, in the Parliamentscloſs, and about it, (to 
which ſcarce any in Britain were comparable) were 
en the fourth of February 1700 (being the Lord's day) 


burnt down and laid in aſhes and ruins, in the ſpace. 
of a few hours, to the aftoniſhment-and terror of the: 
: forrowful inhabitants; whereof I myſelf was an eye- 
witnefs: And the effects of that fire are viſible to this 
day. Vea, ſo great was the terror and confuſion of 


that Lord's day, that the people of the city were in 


no caſe to attend any ſermon or publick worſhip upon: 


it, tho' there was a great number of worthy miniſters 
con veened in the place, (beſide the reverend miniſters 


of the city) ready to have prayed with., or preached 


to the people on that ſad. ogcaſion; for the general 
aſſembly was fitting there at the time: But the diſmal 


caſe of the city made this impracticable. However, 
krhe Lord himſelf, by that ſilent Sabbath, did loudly 


preach to all the inhabitants of the city, ſetting forth 


to them, in a moſt awakning manner, the great ſin 


and danger of irreligious neglecting of God's worſhip 
upon the Lord's day, and profaning it, by doing their 
ewn werks, and finding their own pleajures. 
1 have read of the town of Stratford upon Avon, 
that it was twice, upon the Lord's days, almoſt con- 
ſumed with fire, .chiefly for profaning the Lord's day, 
and contemning his word in the mouth of his faithful 
miniſter, ' The like alſo might he told of ſeveral towns 
in Fond,, ono nn one wietanon anos 
Dr. Beard, in his Theatre of God's judgments, tells 
us of the town of Feverton in Devonſhire, that was 
often admoniſhed by her godly paſtor, that God would 
bring ſome heavy judgment upon the inhabitants of 
that place, for their profanation of the Lord's day, oc- 
caſioned chiefly by preparing for their weekly market, 


which they then held on the Monday. Accordingly, 


very ſoon after the ſaid miniſter's death, on the 3d of - 
of April 1598, God ſent a terrible fire, which in leſs 


than half an hour conſumed the whole town, except 
the church, the court-ho 


2. almg-houſes, and a few 
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very mach abounded, (as appears by the acts of aſſembx 
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be - To Of the divine Inſtitution | _ 
__ _ peoples dwellings; where a man might have 1855 
Teen four hundred dwelling-houſes all at once * ing, 
and above fifty perſons conſumed in the flames. But | Uo 
KV the remaining inhabitants not taking warning by the wilt 
domer judgment, but continuing in the ſame fin, the will 
” town was again fired onthe 5th of Auguſt 1612, 1058 
| (fourteen years aſter the former fre) and all confumed, | Port 
. except a few poor houſes. The hiſtorian adds, that | Shief 
 , they are blind who ſee not in this the finger of God ; | .. 
and he prays for grace to the people of that city, when | their 
It is next built, to change their market-day, and ta | © & 
remove all occafions of profaning the Lord's day. whic 
* Dr. Twiſs, on the Sabbath, relates a paſſage that | got, 
| Happened in Bedford-ſbire, not long before his writ |. dow. 
ung that book. A match at foot-ball being appointed A. 
23 on the Sabbath afternoon, whilſt two of the moſt for- WOy 
3 Ward were in the belfrey, tolling of a bell, to call the whe! 
bo company together, there was ſuddenly heard a clapof | YE 
1 thunder, and a flaſh of lightning was ſeen by ſome that dow 
At in the church-porch, coming through a dark lane, | ſmel 
© Which flach d in their faces, and much terrifled them: | their 
lf And, paſſing through the porch into the belfrey, it devi 
= - - tripped up his heels that was tolling the bell, and ſtruck not. 
B Him ſtark dead; and the other that was with him was | * _ 
11 To, 2 blaſted therewith, that ſhortly after he died ly fl 
| ES . x Mr. Clark, in his father's: life, P. 128. hath a very Occàa 
3 ſtrange paſſage, to this purpoſe. Mr. Hugh Clark preach- yrs 
=_ - ing at Oundle in Northampton-ſhire, where the people Sabl 
4 were generally very ignorant, and much addicted to | | plac 
j the profanation of the Lord's day, by Whitſon-ales, In th 
4 - Morrice-aances, and ſuch paſtimes, which he much ſet the 
bf himſelf againſt, endeavouring to- convince them of end 
'S the evil, and denouncing God's judgments againſt them Gay 
* in caſe of perſeverance; But they being train d up in wil, 
' thoſe courſes, and hardned by cuſtom, perſiſted till | E 
An their wickedneſs, At laſt, on a Lord's day, the fall 
leader of the dance being a luſty young man, in the ſom 
_——_ midſt of their profane paſtimes, fell down ſuddenly, | oth 
_ == and died; but they, ſoon ſhaking off their fear, re- Þ . A 
# gurned to their vomit again, The Lord's day follow- | Bur 
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tion, to quote the forecited text, Fer. xvii. 27. If thou 

wilt not bearken to me, to hallow the Sabbath-day, then 

will T kindle a'fire, &c. But the people kicked againſt 

| theſe admonitions, and that ſame evening went to their 
zorts again; among whom was. a fmith that was a 

chief ring-leadey :. But it pleaſed God, the very next _ 


he was beating it upon the anvil, flew into the thatch, 
Which both the ſmith and his neighbours ſaw, but had 


not power to move towards it; Which preſently burnt: + . 


. down the ſmith's ſhop, houſe, and all his goods. This 
*. Mr. Clark preſſed upon their conſciences ; but nothing 
would prevail, till at laſt, upon a Sabbath-aay at night, 

when they were retired to their ſeveral homes, there 


down the town, which was accompanied with ſuch a 
ſmell and ſtink of. fire and btimſtone, that many of 


devil was come to fetch them away: And now, and 
not till now, they began to think in good earneſt of 
%% NEEDS “ 
Mr. Clark, in his Examples, tells of one Mr. Abber- 
ly, a godly miniſter in Burton upon Trent, who took 
occaſion often to reprove and threaten Sabbath-break- 
ers, eſpecially ſuch as ſold and bought meat upon 
Sabbath-day mornings, a practice too common in that 
place. Nevertheleſs, there was a taylor, that dwelt . 
in the upper end of the town, who would go through 
the long ſtreet (as it were in 4 bravado) to the other » 
, | endof the town, and fetch home meat on the Lord's 
| day morning; but, as he returned with both his hands 
full, in the midſt of the ſtreet he fell down ſtark dead. 
I was (faith Dr. Teate) an eye-witneſs, both of his 
I fall and burial: And it pleaſed God thereby to work 


3 


others. 
Burford near Salisbury, a fearful example of God's 


Youn 


1 * 


was heard a great noiſe, and rattling of chains up and 


their guilty conſciences ſuggeſted to them, that the 


day, two husband-men coming to his ſhop to ſharpen 
{| their plough-ſhares, a ſpark from the red-hot iron, as 


AF 

LS 1a 2 
* 4 
3 * 
ee 


ſome reformation, both among the butchers and? 


ſuſtice, about he year 2635. A profane company ß, JW 
{ \ . ' i 1 | | | 4 | | | F ; | 8 7 I. ys 7 4 AT 
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| Alſo he relates, from one Mr. Falconer Miniſter of _ _ 
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= young men, on the Lord's day early in the morning, | of 
went to Claringden park, to cut down a May-pole; | lik 


77 
1 


and having loaden the cart with it, at Milner s Bars, 


} entring into the city of Salisbury, one of the cart= | Cl 
wheels fell into a rut, which made the young tree in on 
+ |, the cart (which they had ftole for a May-pole) to give | \ fic 
a great ſurge on one fide, ſo that it ftruck ono the . OC 
company ſuch a blow. on the head, that it beat out | iP 
Huis brains; and he inſtantly died on the place, and la fo 
there, a fearful ſpectacle of God's wrath, both al 11 
that heatheniſh ſport, and wilful profaning of the Sab- an 
bath; whilſt he maketh the very thing they had choſen | th 
© for cheir ſport and paſtime, to be the inſtrument of ha 
ee .xccuting his fury. The author faith, that he diligent- / OL 
1 * Ty enquired after the truth of this matter, at his firſt ly 
F. * going to Sarum; and many , godly and credible per- T 
F , ſons, who had ſeen that fad ſpectacle, in his hearing | th 
eit to be ſo as above narrated. /  :.: {| m 
4 Alſo, in the county of Devon, one Edward Ame- | tu 
3 ridith, a gentleman, having been pained in his feet, W 
: and being ſomewhat recovered, one ſaid unto him, th 
: was glad to ſee him ſo nimble. \Ameridith re- L 
3 plied, That he doubted not but to dance about the | to 
ö ' May-pole next Lord's day; but, before he moved out | th 
j of that place, he was ſmitten with ſuch feebleneſs of | th 
; Heart, and dizzineſs in his head, that, deſiring helpto ' th 
4 Carry him to an houſe, he died before the Lord's day 
Dr. Twiſs, on the Sabbath, tells, That at a place | Ii 
1 called Tidworth, on the Sabbath - day, many being met b. 
© _ «together to play at foot-ball in the church- yard, one O! 
had his leg broke, which preſently gangrening, he L 
x forthwith died thereof. Likewiſe at Alceſter in War- | 6 
=  wick-ſhire, a luſty young woman (upon the coming 
E - forth of the declaration for ſports) went on the Sab- | C 
| bath-day to a green not far off, where ſhe ſaid, the | tt 
Would dance as long as ſhe could ftand : But, while | ci 
'= ſhe was dancing, God ſtruck her with a violent diſeaſe, 3 
| whereof, within two or three days after, ſhe died. Si 0 
; Beard, in his Theatre, writes of a certain nobleman, | 
- that uſed to go a-hunting, on the Lord's days wine . 


D 


* 


of ſermon, who had a child by his wife with a 
ke a dog, and it howld like a hound. . 
I ſhall conclude with one example more from Mr. wk 
Clark. He gives account of a godly miniſter, that 
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one day was preaching, and earneſtly preſſing the ſancti- 


fication of the Sabbath; and, in his ſermon, he had 


— & — 
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oOccaſion to make mention of that man, that, by the: -. Wit 
ſpecial commandment of God, was ſtoned to dean 


for gathering ſticks on the Sabbath-day. Whereupon 


one in the congregation was ſo wicked as to rite up 
and laugh; yea, made all the haſte he could out of, 


the church, and went to gathering of ſticks, tho' he 


4 
* 


N 


had no need of them: But, when the people came 
out from the ſermon, they found him in their way, 


lying ſtark dead, with the bundle of ſticks in his arms. 


Theſe inſtances of divine vengeance, inflicted upon 
the profaners of the Lord's day, may contribute very. 


much to confirm us in the belief of the diyine inſti- 
tution of this holy day; and likewiſe may ſerve to 
warn all ranks and degrees of perſons, to guard againſt 


the contempt and violation of the Ford's day. The 
Lord indeed exerciſeth great long-ſuffering and patience. 
towards many notorious Sabbath-breakers, to ſhew us 


that there is a judgment-day to come; But never- 


x 


thelefs he makes monuments of ſome, to let us know _ 


that verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth., 


Many more examples might be brought, if it were 
needful, from all corners of the land ; but I truly be- 


lieve, there are few ſerious obſervers of providence, 


but might relate many fad inſtances of the diſcovery 
of God's diſpleaſure againſt the profanation of the 
Lord's day, from their own experience and obſer y 


tion o g 


2 
* 


After all, I hope, there is none that fears God, loves - 
Chriſt, and believes the holy ſcriptures, but will ſes ü 


theſe arguments which I have adduced, to be convin- 
cing demonſtrations of the neceſſity of ſanctifying the 


* 


Lord's day, and honouring it as God's Sabbath, to che 


end of the world. 2 5 
Now, to ſum up the whole, let us lay all theſe to- 


gether: The ſolid grounds for the morality of 2 1 
„„ AN „ faurtis 187 
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be divine Inſtitution 


un the weghty reaſons for the ßen e dns 
= the day, and the ſpecial marks of honour that Chriſt " wal 
bath put upon this Boly-day; it being the day in which! Th 
be firſt made the light to ſhine, the day wherein alſo + Jer 
= - the Sun of ee aroſe, diſpelling the clouds of | to 
= guilt and fear; the day he ſubdued his enemies, mani- che 
feſted himfelf to his diſciples, and taught them his will; Sat 
de day he ſent the holy Ghoſt to his apoſtles; the day tw 
- Ke hath called by his own name, and reſerved for his e. 
own uſe, and upon which he holds ſpecial communion * 
with his people, and vouchſafes them the marks of his — 
royal favour; the day which God highly honours by of 
his providentjal diſpenfations.---—And will it not then - os 


bde judged an high affront to almigttty God, to pour 

© contempt on that day which he delights to honour} * J, 
| Surely it ought to be matter of grief to all true lovers — 
i of God, when they ſee it done, We are told, that, & 
= when one of Darius s eunuchs ſaw Alexander ſetting 


his feet on a rich table of his maſter's, he fell a-weep- * 
ing; and, being asked rhe reaſon of it, he ſaid, It was th 

zo ſee the table his maſter ſo highly. efteemed, now made 3 

4 foot ſtool. And may not we weep to ſee the day that 1 
Cod hath honoured and bleſſed, and for which he is 5M 
= fo highly concerned, become a foot ſtool, and trampled - 
on by ſo many profane perſons ii our days? To be. I 
= fure, God will not fit with ſuch open affronts as he 2 
gets from ſome in this matter.. i | 1, 
Thus, I think, I have demonſtrated the morality of the | 


fourth command, and the divine inſtitution of the Lord's 2 
day for our Chriſtian Sabbath; which, by neceſfary con- ? 
# ſeguence, proves the abolition of the Jewiſh ſeventh- a 
day Sabbath: For tho' there were no other ſcripture-war- 

unt for aboliſhing the 01d Sabbath, (which neverthe- f 
less there is, as I ſhewed before) yet, ſeeing it is evident | 

8 that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of the Sabbath. : 
bath, by his reſurrection, example and authority, for f 
ever conſecrated the fr. day of the week, for the ſo- SM 
lemn remembrance and celebration of the Lord's reſs p 
from the great work of redemption, and of that unpa- 

| Tallcled deliverance wrought by him for a loſt no 1 
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together: For, by vertue of the fourth command, 


there is but one day of ſeven to be obſerved for the 
Sabbath, one day only after fix working days, and not 
two after five. And fince it is the antient and unre- | 


pealed inſtitution of. God, that men ſhould labour fx 


days of the week, and obſerye but one day for the 
Sabbath; then ſyrely, if we ſhould labour but ve days 


of the week, and keep tuo for the Sabbath, we would 
expreſly violate the law. So that no Chriſtian needs 


e the Ir Dip. ©” - We” 
ind thereby hath ſet apart the frff day for our Sabbath; 
then, of courſe, the old ſeventh day mult cede, and 
reſign its ſanity to it, and be for ever abrogated. 
The Chriſtian Sabbath muſt neceſſarily extinguith the 

Jewiſh, ſeeing two Sabbath-days cannot ſtand in force 


5 k 
8 
1 - 
# & 


<4, 


to have the leaſt ſcruple about the abrogation. of the 


Jewiſh Sabbath. 


But tho the /eyench day be now diveſted of its fan- 


ctity, and hath no more claim to the Sabbath, having 
reſigned all its dignity and privileges to the firſt day of 
the week, the zew-refament Sabbath; yet ſtill it hath 
the honour of uſhering it in, and of. ſerving as a pre- 


paration-day for it, As the Jewiſh typical worſhip 


uſhered in thy evangelical ſpiritual worſhip; and the 
Jewiſh delivgrances from Egypt and Babylon were pre- 


paratory to that more glorious and general one from 


hell and deftruction by Jeſus Chriſt, which is this day 


commemorated: So the Fewiſh ſeventh-day Sabbath 
ſerves to uſher in and prepare us for the glorious feſti- 


val of the Chriſtian Sabbath, which is to continue 
while Chriſt hath a church upon earth, being the only 
day appointed to be kept in remembrance of him, and 


as ſerving to uſher in and prepare us for that far more 


glorious ang celeſtial Sabbath above, which ſhall never 


have an end. | 


O then endeavour by all means to get and keep up 
a high eſteem of the Lord's day, that day which God 
| hath exalted above all the days of the week, and above 


all the Jewiſh Sabbaths and feſtivals whatſomever. Of 


them, in compariſon of the Lord's day, we may fay 
in alluſion to that word, Heb. i. 11, 12. They 8 


but thou remaineſt; and they all wax old like a garment,. 
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end us aiveſture thou haft folded them up, and they ara. 
= changed: bus thou. ſhalt (maugre all the malice of men. | of 
naa anddevils) cantinue the ſame, and thy years fhall not fail. W. 
© | Theſe were but as morning: ſtars, to uſher in the ſun. '2 


Other feſtiyals, in all their royalty, are not arayed like uf 
thee. All the graces triumph in thee:; all the ordinances. be 
conſpire to adorn thee ; the ſacred Trinity do delight in fo 

- thee; the Father ri leth thee,: the Son roſe upon thee, fr 
and the Spirit hath overſhadowed thee. Thus is it ti 
Lone to the day which the King of heaven delighteth to „ 


honexr » And what ſhall be done to the man that e- n 
lghteth to diſnonour and put cantempt upon thee? 
Surely, as God unll not hold him guiltleſs that breaks 
_ the third commandment, by taking his name in vain; 
ſo he will not hold him guiltleſs that breaks the. fourth 
. commandment, by ſpending his day in vain. And tho} 
the breakers of this commandment may eſcape puniſh-" 
ment from men, or may even eſcape outward judg- 
ments from God in this world; yet there is a day 
coming, when he will call them to account for it. 
© Oh ſinners! thelWay ef the Tord is like to be a dreadful 
day t& you that deſpiſe the Lord's day. 
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What is that proportion of time which is to be ſequeſtrate 
and allowed for the Sabbath-day ? and when doth' | 
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The fourth command requires one day in every 
ſeven ; by which we are not to underſtand only the arti- 

fcial day, from ſun-riſing to ſun-ſetting, or from 
, the break of day, until the darkneſs of the night 
come on, and think then the Sabbath is over, and 

| that we are no longer bound to abſtain from our own 
| works; and far leſs are we to think that the Sabbath 
is no longer than the time of puvlick worſhip doth laſt, 

7H and that we are at freedom from the work ad: de 
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of the Sabbath when that is over: This ſome ſay in 


words, and many more in their practice. 
But, conſider what abſurdities would follow here- 
upon: For, if no more time be allowed for the Sab- + | 
bath, but the time of publick worſhip; then it would 1 
follow, that God requires no private or ſecret duties | 
from us on that day, fince theſe will need ſome more 
time: But that cannot be; for, if private and ſecret 


duties be required of us on week-days, then much 
ene, i ER 
Again, it would follow, that ſo 

Sabbaths, and others ſhorter ; nay, M Sabbath of ma- 
ny ſhall not be above an hour or twoſaf the day; far 
there are miniſters and people who ate ſcarce ſo long 
at publick worſhip : But the whole day is the Lord's, 
. not a part only. You will have your ſervants to 


Mmuft keep longer 
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Work the whole fix week- days for you, from morning T8 


to night, and not be contented with their working an 

hour or two only of theſe days: So neither ſhould 
vou yield leſs to God, than you require for yourſelves. 
Nay, if attendence on the publick worſhip were all 


#IE 


that is requiſite this day by vertue of the command, Wl 


it would follow, that a man would be looſed from the 
obligation of the command, if he wete in a place 
of the world where God is not publickly worthipped. 


Hut, all theſe things being abſurd, I do, upon ſohd Wy} 


ground, affert, That the whole natural day, conſiſting 
Of twenty four hours, is to be ſet apart for the Sab- 
bath-day ; and that we ou J 
begin and end it, as we do other days, that is, from 
midnight to midnight ; during which time we are to 
abſtain from our own works, and ſanctify the Lords 
Sabbath: For the fourth command binds us to conſe- 
crate the ſeventh part of every week to the Lord, 
who challengeth a ſpecial propriety in one of ſeven, 
and ts his juſt title thereto, ſaying, The ſeventh 
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| 


no part muſt be profaned or applied to common uſes. 


It is all the Lord's; and fo it is unlawful for us 
2 8 * . | 5 | - i ̃ 16 to i 
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day is the Lord's: And allo, 1/a. lviii. 13. he exprelly | 19 
Calls it, My Holy day. It is all holy; and therefore |] 
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ght to meaſure this day, and Ii 


4 4 

4 ” 

T 4 

: N 
n 

, 

; 

1 I 


» 4 
1 
. 718 
4 


— e THISTLE + | or 


Obdſection, But who is able ro ſpend the whole ten- 
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| Uority of the Sabbath, I ſhall confider what they ſay. 
1 bo: gem objections againſt the former doctrine anſwered. 
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red tim of any part of it, and alienate it to om | © 
15 private uſe. dy he £3. DIRE 37 SH 3% Ts ee TI 97 x 

#y four hours in religious duties? FFF cal 
Anſwer, I do not fay that this is to be dene wit g- 7 


dut any intermiffion; for we do not this in following In 
dur crptoyments on other days: A due proportion of we 
every day is to be reſerved for the natural ſupport of 1 
Sur bodies; and particularly for moderate eating and 110 
nnd ſleeping, which are works of neceſſity, and muſt be * 
allowed oh the Sabbath, as well as other days; wing 
- this difference only, that, whereas they are done on! ba 
ether days to enable us for labour, they are to be .-,_ © I 
done 01 the Sabbath to ſtrengthen us for holy duties thi 
_— cannot properly be called our own works: 7 
Neither can the doing thereof be called a taking of of 
_ God's time to our own uſe, fince this contributes to * 
dur better ſpending of God's time, and is truly necefs _ * 
ry for God's ſervice on the Sabbath But, beſides # 
the time requiſite for the works of neceſſity and mercy, | 
the whole natural day, as above defcribed, is holy .:0 
unto the Lord, and ought to be employed in religious 1 
duties; and not a part of the day only: Both Sabbath TN 6 
morning and Sabbath night ſhould be ſpent in prayer . 
and praiſes, as is plain from the 92d Pſalm, which is © 
intituled, A pſalm or ſong for the Sabbath-day, v. I. and 
v. 2. we are told, that, It is good to give thanks unto the + C 
Tord, and ſhew forth his loving- kindneſs in the mor- 12 
ning, and his faithfulneſs every night. But more of 9 


this afterwards, when 4 come oN to treat of the r 
ſanthfication of the Sabbath. And, before I do this, 

1 Judge it neceſſary to anſwer ſome ob jections brought 

N « the morality of the Sabbath, and the change of 

a | D Lay. | 15 y 
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Quakers, Familifts, and others holding that there is 
uo difference of days, and ſo denying the divine aus 
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* * Every day oug he to be a Nba . 
"Hi and ſo. there is no need. of a. ſet- day, 

Anſw. Tho Chriſtians, ſhould ſerve God, and ak. 

with him, every day; yet they cannot make every day 

a Sabbath for t e publick worſhip of God, fince God ' 1M 

calls them to other, neceſſary work and buſineſs ther- | 

upon, which are inconſiſtent with the ſolemn ſpiritual | | 
employment of the Sabbath, | 

Odject. 2, Paul, in. his: epiſtle to a Galatians 2 

il ſewohere, condemns the obſervation of days under the 

Ne teſtament. i 
_ _ Anſw. The apoſtle ſpeaks only af: the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath and feſtivals, which were ſhadows of things to 

come, and aboliſhed by. Chriſt's coming; but not of 
the Lord's day, which. the apoſtle. himſelf obſerved, _ 
and did particularly recommend to the Galatians their 

. obſervation; 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 

i Object. 3. The Sabbath was given 45 à type or ſign 
only to the Jews; therefore it muſt be aboliſhed with 
the reſt of their. types and ceremonies. 

Anſw. 1. The Sabbath is indeed faid- to be given _ 
as a lign betwixt God and his people, Ezek. xx. 12. 
But that is not confined to the people of the Jes, 
Fan as to.the-ſeventh-day Sabbath only, of which 

ſpoke before) but to be extended to all God 8 people 
to the end of the world. | 

2. There is a great difference betwixt a ſign and a 
ceremony, which is an alterable thing. Dhe rainbow . 
is called a ſign, Gen. ix. God's moral precepts are called 
ſigns, Deut. vi. 8. Yet none will ſay that theſe are ce- 
remonies, or alterable things. = 

3. Some ſigns are ceremonial and alterable; others 
are moral and perpetual: The Sabbath is not a-fign _ 
of the firſt, but of the latter ſort. Indeed, all the 
ſigns and types of the ſacrifice of the Meffiah, and 
juſtification by Chriſt to cbme, were nailed all to the - 
croſs with him, and abrogated ;- but all ſigns were not of 
this kind. The rainbow is given as a ſign oF the 
world's preſervation from a deluge, and is r 
the ten commandments are given as probative ſigns o 7 
dur 2 and are N and ſo is the . 1 
: ; | .. ; 4 
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cally called a fign ſeveral times in ſcripture. - 
I. It is a fign of Goe's {ſpecial love and favour to his 


people: The Sabbath is a great bleſſing and privilege tt to 
to them; for which Nehemiah gives God thanks in 
A ſpecial manner, Neb. Ix. 14. of which more after : 


Ward. 


2. It is à ſign of that eternal 2 above, provided 


for the people of God. 


3. The religious obſervation of the Sabbath is a de- 
ative fign of our ſanctification; therefore it is ſaid, 


Exod. xxxi. and Ezek. xx. that the Lord gave his peo- | 


ple Sabbaths and figns, that they might know that he 
vas the Lord that ſanctiſed them. S0 that itis plain from 


. theſe, that it is plain from theſe, that the Sabbath is 
2 ſign to us as well as to the Jews. 


Object. 4. But, ſay Quakers and bebe: ſeftaries, 
there is no holineſs in days, one time is not better than 
another; and therefore the Sab but doth not Giffer from 


ether days 3 in the week, 
Anſw. I grant, one day i is not hoker chan another 
© in itſelf, (as one place is not more holy in its own 
nature than another) yet it may be holier in reſpect of 
Thus the Sabbath-day hath a relative holineſs 


its uſe. 
in it, as it is deſigned and ap 
and ſervice, and therefore m 


heinous crime. 


, 
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opriated to God's uſe 
not be alienated to uſes 


of our own; for this would be facrilege, which is a 
Hence it is, that the Lord doth ex- 
preſly call the Sabbath; a Holy day, Iſal. Iviii. 13. . 
Object. 5. But (fay they) doth God require us to be 
more religious and godly at one time than another? 
Anſw. There are ſome times that God requires us 
to give ourſelves more to religion, and to expreſs it 
more by outward acts of worſhip, than at other times. 
I grant, that we ought always to be religious, and to 
ſerve and worſhip God every day of the week; but 
God, in his wiſdom, hath thought fit to ſet apart a 
certain ſeaſon, wherein he requires more of the ſolemn, 
external and viſible exerciſes” of religion, and perfor- 


mann 
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Some objections againſt the change of the day anſus 
FE ies. . 1 Fes ONE 


bin 5 N „„ I 
Object. 1. © The ſeventh day Sabbath was inſtituted 


e in the ſtate of innocency ; therefore it is to be held as 


«© moral, and unalterable.” | 


Anſw. The inſtitution of the Sabbath, or conſecra- 


tion of one day in ſeven to the Lord, may he hence con- 
cluded moral and perpetual, ſince the reaſon and ground 


of it is ſuch, as was ſhewed before; but it will not fol- 


low, that the determination of the preciſe day of the 
Week is moral and unalterable alſo, ſince the Lawgiver, 
who appointed it, not only could, but actually hath 
altered it, as was ſhewed already. Every thing that 


God did bid or forbid our firſt parents, in a ſtate of in- 
nocency, was not moral, or unalterably good or evil 
in itſelf, as appears from the inſtance of prohibiting to 
eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil; this was 


a law merely poſitive, and alterable in itſelf. Laſtiy, 


wrought: Vet, after the fall, God made the ſeventh- 
day Sabbath peculiar to the old economy or diſpenſa- 


Tho' the Sabbath of the ſeventh day was appointed in 
the ſtate of innocency, and probably would have con- 


tinued unalterably, if the fall had not interveened, 
and no greater work than that of the creation had been 


tion of the covenant, and alterable together with it, 
upon his accompliſhing the far more glorious work of 


our redemption. 


Object. 2. The Iſraelites are injoined to obſerve 
the Sabbath throughout their generations, for à per- 
« petual covenant, Exod. xxxi. 16.” . 


Anſw. 1. This may be underſtood of the Sabbath in- 


definitely, and not of the ſeventh-day Sabbath. 
2. Granting the ſeventh-day Sabbath were meant 


here, yet the perpetuity attributed to it is not abſolute, 
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but periodical, denoting only a great length of time; 


for ſo we find it aſcribed to circumciſion, the ſhew-bread, 


and other things which were to be aboliſhed, 


Dre 2 


cf the Lord's D. 6 
| mance of holy duties, than at other times. The rea- 
ſons of his ſo doing I mentioned before. 21 
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i Of the divine Inftitutin — 
©, _. Objeth 3.“ There is no expreſs precept for keeping 


un the Chriſtian Sabbath in the new teſtament.” _ 
Anuſw. 1. The Lord doth not give expreſs command 
for exery particular duty in his word, but hath thought 
tit ſafficient to afford us plain ſeripture-conſequences, 
whence we may gather it. 35 1 
io be left on record, fince all Chriſtians underſtand 
themſelves to be expreſly obliged by the fourth com- 
mand to obſerve one day of ſeven as a Sabbath unto 
the Lord. And, for the particular day, the example 
of Chrift, and of his apoltles, (who delivered nothing 
but what they received from their Maſter, 1 Cor. xi. 
23.) was ſufficient to enter the Church upon the uni- 
= * up obſervation thereof: And, being once begun, 


n 
_ 


they could not eaſily miſtake in the continuance of it. 
The ſcripture indeed mentions the change of the day, 
and the keeping of the Chriſtian Sabbath, but briefly 


r > 44>: 
—_— n 


notour to the whole church. | | 
Theſe things, concerning the morality and perpetual 
obligation of the law for the Sabbath, being premiſed; 
I come, in the next place, to tne chief thing which 
| I deſigned to handle, viz. The ſauctification of the Sab- 
WM bath: And there to ſhew particularly, how this holy 
day ſhould be ſanctified in a due and ſuitable manner. 
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2. There was no need of any new expreſs precept 


and by ſhort hints, becauſe it was a thing univerſally - 


1 | 


. 
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, OBAT i 8 
C oncerning the ee, if the Sab- 


bath. 
. bath, mentioned in the fourth command; the 
one by God, the other by man. 

As for the firſt, God hath already fanQi- | 

fied it, asis recorded in the cloſe of the command; The 
Tord bleſſed the Sabbath-day, and hallowed it. His bleſs 
ſing and hallowing the day are both of the ſame im- 
port, and ſignify theſe two things; 
I. The Lord's diſtinguiſhing this day from otters; 
and his ſetting it apart from common unto ſacred uſes 
and employments. He hath honoured it with his roy- 
at ſtamp, and conſecrated it for the work of heaven. 
2. His pitching upon the Sabbath as the day where- 
on he doth remarkably bleſs and ſanctify men, by fil- 
ling his ordinances with the ſpecial bleſſings and Does. 
of his holy Spirit, and making them effectual to our 
fanctiffcation. 

This is a bleſſed day, and a day of bleſſing: For as 
it is our duty on this day to meet together, and bleſs 
God; ſo it is God's promiſe this day to meet with us, 
and bleſs us. He will rain bleſſings upon the obſervers 
of his Sabbath, grant them his preſence, and make them 
- Joyful in his houſe of prayer. 

As to the ſecond, the ſanctification of the Sabbath, 
Which is required of us; This is either negative Or po- 
ſitive. The firſt conſiſts in a holy reſt; the ſecond in 
Holy exerciſes upon the Sabbath. 

_ Before I proceed to handle theſe, I ſhall lay down 
ſome cautions for the right underſtanding of the fourth 
command, and for preventing miſtakes. Wherefore, 
| when, God doth here 2 us. 5 is Gn of the week 


\HERE is 2 twofold rinRification of 65 Sab- 


— oaay 


= 


temple. „„ 5 
Nor, 2dly, doth he mean that no whole day beſide 
the Sabbath may be ſet apart for imploring God's mer- 
cy in time of diftreſs, or returning thanks to God for 
ſome ſpecial favour or deliverance, when the provi- 
dence of God calls us to it: For we find God him- 
ſelf injoining the obſervation of other days befide the 


ſeventh, Exod. XxxIv. Lev. xxiii. Num. XXViii. and b 
commanding ceſſation from labour on theſe days. It at 
is not the deſign of the fourth command to lay us un- th 
der a peremptory or indiſpenſtble obligation of labour- an 
ing all the fix days throughout; but only. to injoin us of 

noi to labour on any other day but theſe ſix days, and 
to do all our works upon them, ſo as we be not hin- 43 
dred from ſerving God in a ſolemn manner on the - f| 

vent. ä 5 m 
; — | 5 . oy ON as 

Oo SECT TFTONE "WG to 
Concerning the holy reſt requiſite upon the Sabbath. e 
| HIS holy reſt upon the Sabbath conſiſts in a to- 4 
dal abſtinence from all worldly employments th 
and recreations; and from whatever work, | 
buſineſs or ation, that may anywife prove a hindrance cc 
to the worſhip and ſervice of God upon that day. be 
This is plain, not only from the fourth command it- "0 
ſelf, but from many other ſcriptures, particularly Jer. | x 
XVIL 24. I/a. lviii. 13. 3CCCC bk, ou 
I ſhall here propoſe ſome queſtions upon this ſub= 8a 
ject to be anſwered. Ro ©, for „1 
3 1 1 
| - QUESTION :L EF |. »\ 
Are no ſort of works lawful on the Sabbath-day? s 3 
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There are three ſorts of works ordinarily excepted, 
as not prohibited by the fourth command, viz. the 
works of piety, of mercy, and zeceſſity, g. 
Iſt, The works of pjety, that is, ſuch bodily actions 
or labour as are neceſſary and ſubſeryient to the per- 
' formance of divine worſhip, or contribute to order or 
decency therein; theſe are lawful and neceſſary on the 
_  Sgbbath-day : Such were. the killing of beaſts, waſhing 
aud preparing of ſacrifices; the convocating people to wor- 
ſhip by blowing of trumpets, making ſhort journeys to. 
attend worſhip, &c. under the law. So now, under 
the goſpel, miniſters toiling their bodies in preaching 
and praying, people travelling to church, the ringing 
of bells, and the like, are lawful on the Sabbath-day. 
2d4ly, Works of mercy and charity are lawful this 
day, yea, and neceſſary alſo; for, ſeeing the Sabbath 
1s: inſtituted as a memorial of God's great love and. 
mercy to us, we are bound, upon it, to ſhew charity 
both to the ſouls and bodies of men, and mercy to, 
very beaſts alſo: So that the feeding our bodies, 
ul heaſts, and uſing means for the help of man or bea 
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in diſtreſs, and preſerving of their lives, the viſiting the _ 
' ſick, making collections for the poor, and the like, are 
lawful on the Sabbath-day ; For as the Jews had allow- - 
ance for theſe under the law, ſo have we now under 
the goſpel. | % SW 
341), Works of neceſſity and great convenzency, which 
could not be foreſeen, nor provided againſt the day 
before, nor cannot be delayed to anothef day; ſuch 
as, fleang from enemies, or defending ourſelves againſt 
them ;) quenching of fire, dreſſing of meat, putting on 
our clothes, and the like; theſe are alſo lawful on the 
Sabbath. - The Maccabees of old did not decline to 
| Might on the Sabbath-day, nor did the Jews long before 
I their days: For the Jewiſh writers tell us, that the 
. |. overthrow of Jericho was on the Sabbath; which 
alſo ſeems to be founded upon Foſh. vi. 3, 4. where 
it is faid, They ſhall compaſs the;city ſix days; and on 
the ſeventh day the walls of the city ſhall fall down, 
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| fore him. Ofily take theſe cautions concerning ſuch 
prevented the week before. And, when ye are doing 
poſſibly you can, that ye may attend the main work 


What are theſe works and actions then, * which WE 


- worldly buſineſs and actions, whether employments 


. * But more particularly, 


vantage, ſuch as, making of journeys, merchandixing, 


5 8 fiſh, and all manner of ware, and ſold on the Sabbath 


RR Os. 


720 Of the negative Sanfification 1 
and the people ſhall aſcend up every man ſtraight be- 3, 


works: See that the neceſſity be real and not pretended, 
and that ye have no ſecret complacency in its fallin 
out. Take heed that. it be not a neceſſity of Waun 
bringing, and which you might have foreſeen and 


theſe works of neceſſity and mercy, endeavour to 
keep your hearts in a ſpiritual frame as much as you 
can, and ſtudy to do them without giving ſcandal or 
offence to others, and then diſpatch them as ſoon as 


of the day. | 5 
" QUES TION II. PF 


. muſt reſt and abſtain upon the Sabbath?  \, 
VVV 


We muſt not only take ſpecial care this day to ab- 
Rain from all ſuch ſinful works and actions as are un- 
lawful upon any day; but we muſt alſo reſt from a 


or recreations, altho they be ſuch as are lawful on other . 
We; muſt reſt from all forts of ſervile work or 
worldly employments that tend to our profit or ad- 


or travelling to markets, carrying of burdens, fiſhing, 
going of mills, plowing, ſowing, reaping, &c. and, in 
a word, all parts of mens ordinary callings. See 
Nehem. xiii. 15, 16, 17, and downwards; In thoſe days 
ſaw I in Judah ſome treading wine-preſſes on the Sabbath, 
and bringing in ſheaves, and lading aſſes; as alſa wine, 
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which 
they brought into Jeruſalem on the Sabbath-day: And 
I reſtified againſt them in the day where they ſold victuals. 
There dwelt men of Tyre alſo therein, which brought 


unto the children of Judah and in Jeruſalem, Then 1 
contended with the nobles of Judah, and ſaid unto them, 
"What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sab 


— 


| Path-day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not ut Go 
bring all this evil upon us, and upon this eity ? yet % 
bring more wrath upon Ifrael by profaning the Sabbath, 
Kc. The Jes were ſtrictly prohibited to do an 
work this day, even the leaſt work of any fort ; manns 
muſt not be gathered, nor a few ſticks to a fire; nay: 
the materials for the tabernacle muſt not be prepared 3 
this day, Exod. xxxi. nor any thing that might be de- 
 hyed or done upon another day. This ceflation was 
ſhadowed forth by that river in Jadea, called ths Sab- 
_batical river, becauſe it dried up and ceaſed from 
running every Sabbath-day; which not only” Foſephus 
ſpeaks of, but alfo Pliny, Awguſius Cæſar in His letter 
to Tiberius, and others. Let none think that fuch a 
total ceſſation from ſecular buſineſs would tend to Rn 
their worldly difadyantage; for none were ever loſers - tk] 
in khis reſpect, by laying afide their own Hbouts to ifi] 
attend God's worſhip and fervice upon his 6wft day, 
As God took care of 1/rae!'s ſafety; while they came 
up to Jeruſalem three times la year to attend the folemis 
Fats which he had inſtituted; fo that at theſe times 
none of their enemies ſhould” make any attack up 
them, or ſo much as defre their cities, according 
to his promiſe in Exod. xxxiv. 24. So will that fame 
God, by his kind and watchful providence, rake care 
that l is people ſaſtain no damage in their worllly affairs s, 
thro' their dutiful obſervation of his Holy day. Nay, 
on the contrary, they have found this practice to be 
ever" profitable to them, with reſpect to their outward 
temporal eſtate' And there is good ground to think 
it will always be fo; for, the more conſcientious an 
man is in ſanctifying the Sabbath-day, the greater 
blefling he may expect from God upon his labour on 
the x days: And it is not your own labour or toil, 
but the bleſſung of God, that maketh rich, Prov. x. 22 
Judge Hale, and other godly perſons, have atteſteeel il 
the truth of this point from their o] experience, as 1318 
have ſhewed beter. ah IP RC nn 
The Lord, in his word, is very peremptory ant, HM 
particular in injoining this ceſſation from labour om 1 
| Jie Sabbath; and bee auſe 2 knows the eagerneſs x 
I? 7 8 —. Wen 
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5 Of the negative San#ification | - 


mens hearts upon the world, and their readineſs to |: 
Incroach upon his holy day with their worldly labour, 
he condeſcends upon theſe ſeaſons wherein they have 


Moſt tentation thereto, and requires them in earing- 


time and in harveſt, to xeſt on the Sabbath, Exod, xxxiv. 


21. Tho' thoſe be the times when we are moſt thron 


With worldly bufineſs, yet he will have us in mid 
thereof punctually to obſerve the Sabbath, and prefer 
the pleaſure of communion with God in his ordinances 
to the joy of harveſt, and to expect that harveſt-worx 
will proſper the better for our religious obſervation of 


the Sabbath in harveſt-time. Alſo the Lord ſpecifies 
theſe ſeaſons, becauſe then we are under greater obliga- 


tions to ſtrict keeping of the Sabbath, than at other 


times; Becauſe, 


If, The bodies of ſervants and cattle are more 
toiled then, than at other times; and ſo have the more 


need of reſt. 


' * 


2dly, People then have leſs time to worſhip God 


in their families. and cloſets on week-days, becauſe _ 


of the greatneſs of their labour; and therefore have 
need to improve the Sabbath the more diligently. . . 


Jaly, In harveſt we partake more of the fruits of God's 


bounty, than at other times;- and thereſore ſhould. be 
the more thankful to God for his mercies, and eſpe- 
cially for Chriſt the mercy of mercies, who alone doth 


both purchaſe and ſweeten all our mercies to us. 


Now, is it not matter of deep regret, that (not- 


withſtanding God's ſpecial command, and our mani- 
Fold obligations to the contrary) our churches in many 
places ſhould be thinner, and fields thronger with idle 


people wandring therein in time of harveſt, than at 
other times of the year? | 


Ob jest. When the weather is unſeaſonable and 2 
* tempeſtuous through the week, doth it not become 


%a work of neceſſity to ſow or reap on the Sabbath, 
« tor preſerving of food to man and beaſt?” -7, 
Anſ. If ſome particular mens corns were in hazard 


of being carried away, or loſt by the inundation of 
a2 river, or the like, it were a work of neceſſity to | 
- endeavour the preſervation of them upon the er- 8 
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becauſe the diſpenſation is extraordinary, the caſe 


in an ordinary way. But, as for ſowing, reaping, or ga- 
thering in upon the Sabbath (whatever be pretended from 


the ſeaſon or weather for it) I judge it unlawful, be- 


cauſe the, caſe is common and general; the hazard pro- 


ceeds from the ordinary providence ef God; and 


there is ground to expect God's ſending better weather, 
according to his gracious promiſe, which we ought 


not to diſtruſt, Gen. ix. 22. While the earth remaineth, 


| ſeed-time and harveſt ſhall not ceaſe. But if any diſ- 


truſt God's word, and incroach upon his holy day. © 


with their labour, let them conſider that God can eaſily 
blaſt the works of their hands, and caſt their buſineſs 
farther behind than their neighbours, who believe and 
wait upon the Lord. I have a certain account of 
_ a rich farmer in this nation, not many years ago, who 


In harveſt-time (the weather having been very bad for 


ſome time before, and proving fair and dry on Satur- 
day and the Lord's day) would needs cauſe his ſeryants 
yoke his horſes, and fall to the leading of his corns 
upon the Sabbath-evening : But it pleaſed the Lord 


that he ſoon got other work fo do; for that, very night 


his houſe and goods took fire, and ſo their labour was 
quickly ſtopt, all hands being called to be employed 


in quenching of the fixe. Many other inſtances might - 


be given: But I proceed. „ 
II. We muſt reſt not only from all worldly employ- 
ments on the Sabbath, but alſo from all worldly recrea- 
tions, according to the word of God, and qur Confeſſion 


of faith and catechifms, But, this point being much 


impugned and diſputed by many, I ſhall handle it as 
diſtinctly and ſatis yingly as I can, | 5 


_- Recreations are twofold, ſome are natural and ne- | 
\ceflary, ſuch as the refreſhing our bodies with met, 


* 
1 


drink and ſleep. Theſe are recreations we cannot live: 


or do buſineſs without, upon any day, and therefore 


are both lawful and neceſſary upon the Sabbath ; eſpe- 


cially ſince we are thereby better diſpoſed for perform- 


ing the duties of the day. „ * 
But, 241), There are recreati ns which are volun- 
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common nor general, and the damage irrecoverable 
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ary and not neceffaty, freely choſen by people for 
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their bodily pleaſure and diverſion; ſuch as ſports, 
ee or games, whether more publick or more pri- 
Vate, fuch as playing at rards, dice, cheſs, tables, &c. or 
any ſort of carnal muſick, ſuch as whiſtling, finging, 
playing on an infirument, or putting off the time 6s 
. worldly converſe, jefting, laughing, telling idle ſtories, 
walking and talking idly in the ſtreets, or ſetking our 
' pleaſure in the fields, tho' It be after publick worſhip 
I over. Now, all fuch recreations being our own 
works, and for our own pleaſure, and not vbſervient 
tothe duties of God's worſhip, but hindrances there= 
to, are unlawful on the Sabbath-day, as being exprefly 
- contrary. to that reſt required in the fourth command, 
and to that plain word in 71/4. lviii. 13, 14. If thow 
turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
_ pleaſure. on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a de- 
tight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, and jhalt ho» 
ar him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleaſures, nor [peaking thiue own words :=——=Thew 
Halt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe 
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed 
thee with the heritage of Jacob, &c. Now, can there 
be any thing more directly levelled againft carnal re- 
_ Creations, idle talking, walking, &c. on the Sabbath- 
| day than this is? We muſt turn away our foot from 
doing our own pleaſure on it, i. e. by travelling or walk- 
ing for pleaſure or recreation; nay, we muſt neither 
do our .own ways, ſpeak our own words, nor find our 
own pleaſures on this day. But if people will, not- 
withſtanding hereof, allow themſelves in idle diverſions 
arid looſe recreations upon the Sabbath, I ſee not how 
they will free chemfelves of open rebellion againſt 
God: For God commands us to remember the Sabbath- 
4ay, not to delight ourſelves by cafnal recreations, but 
to keep it holy by divine ezerciſes; and to ſpend it 
otherwiſe, is plainly to'trample upon God's authority, 
and declare war againft him. Bi 
Obfſect. But theſe who are for Sabbath-days recre- 
* ations, will tell me, that they condemn all ſuch recre- 
E "ations in time of publick worthip, as well gre) ond . 
1 ; WY THe + © 
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4 Por the fourth command obliges us auly: to attend 
4, publick worſhip, on the Sabbath, and forbear all 
« worldly employments or recreations in time thereof; 
„ but, when that is once over, we may lawfully di- 
4 vert and recreate ourſelves with ſuch recreations as 
are modeſt and decent, and not unlawful for Mk 
« ans on other days. | 
Anſw. This fapnaſes that the Sabbath laſts 1 no longer 
khan the publick worſhip of the day, the contrary 
whereof I made evident before, and ſhall evince more 
fully afterwards. I ſhewed, that we are obliged to 
.| keep holy the whole Sabbath-day, not only the time 
of publick worſhip, or from fun-rifing to ſun-ſetting, 
but the whole natural day, conſiſting of twenty four 
*hours : This being the ſeventh part of our time, and JW 
of the week, it is the Lord's, and conſecrated for his 1 
uſe and ſervice; and conſequently no part of it is to 1 it 
be alienated from him, or applied for our pleaſures c 8 1 
recreations. \ 1 


I ſhall further confirm this truth by ſome more gu- — | | 
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ments. 


I. If it was unlawful 60 God's. people under the 1 
old teſtament to ſpend any part of the Sabbath in 
carnal pleaſures and recreations, it is unlawful for us — 1 
alſo under the new; but the former is true: And there- 1 
fore the latter. That ſuch recreations were prohibited 1 
to the Fews, I believe nene will deny, that is either 1 
acquaint with their antient rules and conſtitutions, or 1 
that reads and believes the ſcriptures, particulariy the. ' } ii 
fourth command, and 7/a, lviii. 13. forecited. All that 
remains for me to prove is, that we are bound toab- 19 
ſtain from thoſe recreations upon the Sabbath, as wel ol 
as the Jews; which I do thus. Whatever the Jews 1.58 
were obliged to upon moral reaſons and grounds, that 1 
we are bound to as much as they; but the Jews were T 
bound to abſtain from carnal recreations on the Sabhath, | 

upęn moral grounds, which concern us as well as chem. 

I ſhdwed before, that the reaſons of the fourth com- 
mand are moral, and reach Chriſtians as well as Jeus; 
I mentioned five of them, and truly every one of 
mem TO as much againſt worldly „ . 
th- 
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36 Of the nepative Fanctiſcation 
| Sabbath-day, as againſt worldly empioyments ; I ſhalt 


5 %% wo 
Ii, God's liberality in allowing us fix days for our 


to confecrate one day to the Lord for his ſervice. 
God hath given as gracious diſcoveries of his bounty 
to us, as to them; and ſhall we be ſo ungenerous or 
ungrateful, as to incroach upon God's time, or rob 
Kim of any part of it, more than they. The very 
light of nature and principles of ſound reaſon; beſides 
the command of God, plead ftrongly for this: That, 
fince the Lord hath; liberally given us ſx days for our 
uůſe, we ſhould, without grudge, give him one for his 

fervice; and, fince he gives us fix whole days, it con- 
' |  tinnes morally juſt and rational that we ſhould give 
' Him his one day whole too, and that we ſhould ſpend 
as much of his day in holy duties as is ordinarily al- 


Whole day, except what is allowed for neceſſary bodily 
refreſhments, viz. eating and ſleeping. 1 
24d Ground 1 ſhall inſiſt on is, the Lord's propriety in 
the Sabbath, or in one day of ſeven. This reaſon binds 
us as much as it did the Jews; the Lord's right to a 
day in ſeven is the fame. that ever it was, otherwiſe 


but 1 hay e already demonſtrated the contrary. The 
Chriſtan Sabbath is called the Lord's day, as well as the 


Fiji. 13. to ſhew, that his propriety and title is the ſame. 
Andit Is obſervable, that the Lord in that one verſe calls 
it twice his holy day; and it is from this that the Lord 


own words, nor find your own pleaſures on this day, 
Why? It is my holy day, the holy of the Lord: The ſe- 
venth part of the week is mine unalterably, ſet apart for 
holy uſes, confecrate for my holy ſervice. This argu- 
ment is moral, and perpetually obliges all men, Chriſti- 
aus as much as Fews. For, if a day in ſeven be de- 
dicated to God, certaily every part of it, yea the 


not reſume them all here, but only inſiſt a little on 


own uſe: This reaſon binds us as much as the Jews, 9 


lowed on other days for ſervile labour, and that is the 


the morality of the fourth command is not the ſame; 


Jewiſß Sabbath was called the holy of the Lord, lia. 


takes the principal argument, which he there uſes againſt | 
carnal recreations on the Sabbath; Ye ſhall not ſpeak your 


: whole 


OO I ES RO Lg Ore COOL i ng WO at Og 


Ty | 
CCC 


\ 


of the Sabbath. 


OY RS A OR RY Rn Fav TOY AMTFEIOY 
* * 


Whole of it belongs to him; and to alienate any part | 


of it to our own uſe or Pleaſures, is ſacrilege, and a 
direct infringement of the morality of the fourth com- 
mand. The Lord tells us, Levi. xxvii. 28. That every 
devoted thing is moſt holy unto the Lord. Here is a 1 1 
both by God and man ſolemnly and perpetually devoted 
to the Lord; and accordingly the Lord, Iſa. Iviii. 
13. aſſerts his juſt right and title to it, and twice in 


one breath calls it his holy 4ay, and, upon this account, 


gone carnal recreations upon it: And muſt it not 
be great preſumption for any creature, to venture 
deliberately to rob his Creator of his juſt property, and 
put that which is holy, and ſolemnly conſecrate to 
© God, to common uſe ? Remember what Solomon ſays, 
Prov. xx. 25. It is a ſnare to the man who devour- 
eth that which is holy, and after vows to make en- 
quiry : It is a ſnare, i. e. it is a moſt dangerous thing, 
It brings heavy guilt, even God's curſe and vengeance, 
upon the man. that doth ſo. Thus you ſee how the 
morality and unalterable reaſons of the fourth com- 
mand reſtrain Chriſtians from carnal recreations on the 
Sabbath, as much as the Jews. Theiſtanding and perpe- 
tual rule, which God hath there laid down, can never 
be altered to the world's end: Still God hath one day, 
and man hath ſix ; but if we take any part of God's day 
to our own uſe, more than the works of neceſſity and 
mercy require, then we have more than our fix, and 
God hath leſs than his one, which is contrary to the com- 
mand. Moreover, if it be in the power of man to alie- 
nate any part of this day from God, why not the whole 


of it? and ſo the Sabbath might come to be whollx 


aboliſhed, which is abſurd. | 
Object. 1. The memory of Chriſt's reſurrection 
ce on the Lord's day, calls us to more joy and glad- 
„ neſs upon our Sabbath than the Jews were called 
to upon theirs.” : 2 | 
Anſ. This ſays nothing for carnal ſports or recreati- 
ons: It is not a worldly joy, but a ſpiritual joy, that 
we are called to this day; ſuch a joy as is expreſſed in 


* 


pſalms, bymns, and ſpiritual ſongs. Again, if our mei- 


cies be this day greater than thoſe the Jews had to 
Ng 25 


f 


Et þ 


58 Of the negative SanFification _ had 
commemorate, then we are, in gratitude, obliged to a obl 
more ſtrict and holy ſanctification of the day, to the the 
honour and glory of the God and fountain of our Fe 
mercies; which, I. believe, no ſerious Chriſtian will tha 
think carnal recreations very confiftent with. . ' ] anc 
Objebt. 2, * But theſe recreations are nowhere for- tha 
4 bidden in the new teftament.” * 1 
Anf. It is ſufficient if they be forbidden in the old teſta- |. bu 
ment; for the old teſtament is our rule, as much as the is 
zew, in actions Which are moral, or not ceremonial: And if 
I fee not what ſhadow of ground there is for calling abſti>= . 
Fence from carnal pleaſures on the Sabbath, a thing cere- ab 
monial, or leſs binding upon us than the Jews. But more- m 
_ over, if we compare the 58th chapter of Iſaiah with the th 
56th, it will manifeſtly appear, that the Lord, in injoin- or 
ing his people ſtrictly to obſerve the Sabbath, and abſtain to 
from carnal pleaſures thereon, hath a reſpect to goſpel- 5 
times after the Meſſiab's coming. Lſaiah was a moſt . 
evangelical prophet, and till had the goſpel-times in his £ 
eye; wherefore ſome call him the evangeliſt 1/aiah : So m 
that, in recommending Sabbath-ſanctification, and cal- de 
ling the Sabbath God's holy day, he doth not confine eee 
himfelf to. the Jewiſß Sabbath, which was ſoon to be 
-aboliſhed ; but hath an eye to the evangelical Sabbath, m 
Which was to continue to the end of the world. tl 
Again, this is confirmed by the practice of the primi {| n 
tive Chriſtians: They thought it unlawful to ſpend any | »b 
art of the Lord's day in unneceſſary diverſions from i 
n: yea, they accounted the ſtrict ſanctifica- 
tion of this day the prime character of a true ſaint. C 
Auguſtine ſaith, © It is not enough that we keep three WT - 
% or four hours of this day, but that we obſerve the 5 
« whole day.” The antient Chriſtians did not think r 
the work of the day was over, when the publick wor- i 
{hip was ended. The younger Pliny tells us, That 
« they uſed this day to. meet before day-light, and { 
« {ing their hymns to Chriſt.” And Tertullian, in his t 
apology, makes mention of their night-prayers. They c 
thought themſelves bound to begin the work of the day 
ſo early, becauſe Chriſt, roſe this morning before break F 


of day. They neither thought nor pleaded that 2 
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had more freedom for worldly pleaſures, or Were leſs 
obliged to holy exerciſes this day, thay the Je- upon 
JJJ.ͤ .. ——T—8 
Nay, if we conſider things narrowly, it will be found 
that Chriſtians are under greater obligations to a ſtrict 
and holy ſanctification of the Sabbath under the goſpet, 
than the Jews were under the law, for ſeveral reaſons. 
1/7, We have not only the ereation, as the Jeus had, 
but we have alſo the redemption of mankind, which 
is a greater work, this .diy to commemorate. Now, 
if the Jews were obliged to celebrate the day which 
was inftituted for the memory Of the creation, by a total 
_ abſtinence from worldly employments and recreations; 
much more are we bound to a ſtrict ſanctification of 
the day which is inſtituted for commemorating of both 
ereation and redemption. We have far greater mercies 
to commemorate this day than the Jets had, viz. 
the redeeming love of a crucified Jeſus, and his glorious 
victory over death and hell; and conſequently have 
greater work and employment, and ought to be the 
more active and buſy in doing of it; and alfo more 
delightful work, and therefore ſhould be the leſs inclin- 
ed to weary or fit up in it. 1 „ 


ore pleaſant and exceſtent 


* 
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. 2dly, We have a far m 1..C 
manner of worſhip to perform upon the Sabbath, 
than the Fews had. Their worſhip was attended with 
manifold. rites, waſhings, and *ſ/acrifices, which were 

both chargeable and toilſom to their bodies; but ours 
15 ſpiritual, pleaſant and ea. OS 
34ly, The Fews had many other feſtival-days to 
obſerve, by a ſtrict and holy reſt, beſide the Sabbath; 
but, under the goſpel, God hath freed us from the 
yoke of all other feſtivals, and hath inftitute none bur 
the Lord's day, which, in gratitude, we ought to ob- 
ſerve more ſtrictly and religiouſly than the Jews. 
athly, By baptiſm, we come under more ſtrict and 
olemn engagements to keep God's commandments, 
than the Jews; and alſo we have more ſpecial promiſes 
of his Spirit to help us in keeping of them, than the 
Jews had'; For, in the new-teſtament times, the Spirit 
as poured out in a larger meaſure, than in the od. 


So 


. 


- 
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So that from the whole 1-infer, that if the Jews 
under the old teſtament were bound to keep the whole 
Sabbath-day, and wholly to abſtain from their own 
pleaſures upon it, yea, count the ſervice of the Sabbath _ 
a delight, according to 1/a. lviii. 13. tho' in itſelf it was 
+ burdenſom : Much more ought we, under the goſpel, 
to keep the whole Sabbath ſtrictly. and call it a delight, 
5 the work and ſervice of it is ſo pleaſant and 
eaſy. N 
; l. Another argument, which I ſhall bring againſt 
the foreſaid Sabbath-day's recreations, ſhall be take 
from the nature and greatneſs of the Sabbath-day's 
work; and I ſhall form it thus: ny et Ny 
It the work of the Sabbath be ſo neceſſary, weighty 
and various, that it requires the whole day to be ſpents 
therein, and challenges all our ſouls faculties to be 
employed thereabout; then carnal recreations are un- 
lawful thereupon: CNET PE. 
But the former is true; therefore, . | 
The connection of the major propoſition is evident; 
for that which is weighty and neceſſary ought always 
to take place of that which is not ſo. | 1 


ſider, that the Sabbath is the great market-day of 
heaven; upon which we ought to take in, and lay 
up proviſion for our ſouls for the reſt of the week, 
- yea, for eternity itſelf. It is the uſual day of finners 
converſion and acquaintance with God: It is the day 
wherein we have our fins to bewail, our needs to get 
8 our hard hearts to get melted, our dead 
affections to get raiſed, our guilty conſciences to get 
disburdened, our dark minds to get inlightned, our 
weak graces to get ftrengthned : We have this day 
God's word to teach our families, our children to in- 
ſtruct, Chriſt's love to commemorate, death and judg- 
ment to provide for, and our Redeemer to treat with 
about the ſaving of cur ſouls.” In a word, this is 2 
day wherein we are to make viſits to God, and re- 
ceive viſits from him. Now, I do appeal to every 


ferious ſoul, that knows any thing of real in 


| As for the minor propoſition, that the work of the 
Sabbath is ſo great and neceſſary, is plain, if we con- 


% 


. ef the Fab bath. 8 
if theſe things be not ſo weighty and neceſſary, as to 
challenge the whole of the day, and the attendance of 
all our powers and faculties: And if ſo, then we are 
bound carefully to avoid every thing that may prove 
an avocation or diverſion from doing them. 
III. Another argument may run thus; . 
If the worldly circumſtances of the generality be 
ſuch, as they can have but little time through the week 
for worſhipping God, minding their ſouls, and pre- 
paring for eternity; then it is their duty cloſly and 
diligently to employ the Lord's day for theſe ends, 
in which God grants them freedom for the ſame: 
But the former is true; therefore, . | 
+ The connection of the major propoſition is certain: 
for, if our whole lives be little enough for accompliſh-" 
ing the great work of our ſalvation, the ſeventh-day, 
or ſeventh part of our time, is never to be thought ; 
too much. | | | ; 
And for the truth of the minor propoſition, that the | 
circumſtances of the generality are ſuch as above re- 8 
preſented, I do appeal to the experience of the whole 
| 
| 


— 


country where- we live, How many poor men are 
there everywhere, tradeſmen, tenants, ſervants, work= 
men, Rc. whoſe worldly poverty and neceſlities are 
ſo great and many, that they can ſcarce get ſo much 
ſpare time from their work and. labour through the 
week, as is ſufficient for eating and ſleeping. They are 
commonly ſo toil'd through the day, that, at nighr, 
they are hardly fit for any thing but ſleep. Now, what 
time have theſe through the week for holy duties and 
religious exerciſes ? what time for reading and pray- 
Ing, and learning the principles of Chriſtianity? But 
ſince God is graciouſly pleaſed to give them the Sab- 
bath, in which they may retire from the world, and 
employ themſelves wholly in the foreſaid religious con- 
cerns; have they not the greateſt need cloſſy and di- 
Jigently to ſpend and improve the whole Sabbath there- 
in, without any kind of unneceſſary diverſion from 
the ſame 2 | | 9 | 
Are there not' many poor ſervants, whoſe maſters 
are ſo ſevere, that they "x not allow them my an 
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hour in a day to ſerve God, or mind their ſouls 7 and, 


ſhould they not greedily lay hold on the opportunity 
of 'the Sabbath- for theſe ends, and let no- part of this 
bleſſed day paſs away idly? Now, for miniſters or 
others to tell ſuch, that the whole Sabbath-day is too 
long for the foreſaid ſpiritual exerciſes, and teach them 
to end way⸗s part of it in carnal recreations or idle- 
neſs, in my opinion, is a moſt compendious way to 


promote atcheiſm, ignorance and profanity amongſt them. 


And, doth not daily experience confirm this ſad truth? 
Do we not ſee, that profaning of the Sabbath opens a 
door to all profanity? and that in theſe places where 
people neglect the Sabbath, or ſpend the half of the 
day in recreations and idleneſs, there ignorance and 
immorality of all forts abound, and family-worſhip 


and piety are neglected; whereas, on the contrary, 


in theſe - places where the whole Sabbath is cloſly ob- 


ſerved, And recreations diſcouraged, there we ſee Chri- 
ſtian knowledge, morality, the fear of God, and fa- 


mily-godlineſs do flouriſh and proſper ? Ocular experi- 
ence thews us, that the fourth command 1s a hedge 
about all the reſt; and the religious obſervation of the 
whole Sabbath-day is the moſt effectual method for 


„e 1 . e I» 1 Jr Wn 7 L 


promoting Chriſtian knowledge and univerſal piety. 


*cople may hear a ſermon or two on a Sabbath, and 
pet ly ſtill in their ignorance, if they ſpend the reſt of 
the day in idleneſs and recreations, and neglect the 
private means of reading, praying, catechiſing, confe- 
. Fence, repetition of ſermons, &c. I never expect to ſee 
knowledge or piety flouriſh in congregations or fami- 
les, till theſe means be uſed, and pains taken, after 


the publick worſhip is over, to inſtruct children and ſer- 


vyvants. O] doth not the lamentable ignorance of many 
poor ſouls plead aloud for the ſtrict and diligent ob- 
ſervation of the whole Lord's day? Had miniſters 
and others a due ſenſe of the miſery and periſhing 
ſtate of ignorant ſouls, I am ſure they would preſs it 


more, and never ſet up to teach them carnal recreati- 


ons on-:this day. 


O poor men, ſervants and labourers, in the name 


of God I exhort you to ſpend more of God's day in 


, 
mn Oe heaven 8 
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ef the Sabbath, © 


for it; therefore God, in pity to your ſouls, looſes you 
this day from your weekly work, and cries to you from 
on high, Come up hither ; lay afide the thoughts of 
things below, and ſer your affections on things above. 
As your bodies feſt this day from labour, let your ſouls 


think on eternal reſt in heaven, and uſe all the ap- 


pointed means for attaining to it. 
IV. A fourth argument IJ make uſe of is this; 


If God prohibites worldly employ ments on the Sa- 
bath, then certainly he diſcharges carnal recreations: 


- 


But the former is true; therefore, c. 5 

The minor propoſition is undeniable; ſo that all T 
have to prove is the connection of the major propo- 
ſition, which may be eaſily done thus: The great 
reaſon of prohibiting worldly employments on the 


Sabbath is, becauſe they hinder the holy employment 


of the ſoul, and would interrupt the duties of the Sab- 


bath. But if carnal recreations do hinder the duties of 


the Sabbath, and ſpiritual employment of the ſoul, as 


much as ſervile labour; then by parity of reaſon they 


are forbidden alſo: But ſo it is, that _ 550 . 
Ad do. Nay, 


as much, yea more than ſervile labour wo 
I may be bold to ſay, that a man may be more ſeri- 
ous, and have his mind more exerciſed with heavenly 
meditations, when plowing, ſowing or threſhing, than 
when he is about carnal entertainments, recreations, or 
paſtimes ; or when he is in vain promiſcuous company, 
jeſting, ſporting, and telling ſtories, or walking and 
talking idly in the ſtreets or fields. Theſe do far more 
diſtract the heart from God's ſervice, than ſervile labour 
doth: A man will find himſelf more indiſpoſed for 
prayer and holy duties after them, than after the works 


F his calling. It was the ſenſe of this that made Au- 


guſtine ſay, That it were better for maids to. ſpin, 


« or for men to plow, than for them to dance and 


« ſport on the Sabbath-day. Quanto melius eft arare 
« quam ſaltare in Sabbato. Aug. in titulum Pſal. 
xcil. He very well knew, that carnal pleaſures are in- 
for communion with God, which is the work of the 
CCC DIO 7 VNRNIIT Sabbath. 
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Sabbath: Hence we ſee, lovers "of pleaſures, and allo\ 

lover; of God, are ſet in oppoſition, 2 Tim. iii. 4. ſtreſ: 

I might go on to multiply arguments to this purpoſe ; I allox 

but this truth is ſo clear from ſound reaſon and the word | then 

of God, and particularly from 7/a. lviii. 13. to ſuch || on t 

as believe the ſcriptures, that I think it almoſt need- | bath 

leſs to ſay any more, louſ 

But, in regard this truth hath r many Ba TR (and I felve 

10 wonder tho' Satan muſter up all his forces againſt | whi 

it, fince it levels. ſo directly againſt his kingdom) I I hay 

ſhall endeavour to anſwer the chief ob ieffions brought | that 

againſt HY | appl 

Particularly, there is one J. S. who calls himſelf a Nay 

Presbyter of the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, that, in fene 

his pamphlets upon the Sabbath, lately publiſhed, pleads | whi 

for Sabbath-days recreations, both as lawful and dutiful, | ene: 

after the publick worſhip is over; providing (as he qua- || the 

lifies them) there be nothing immodeſt or undecent there- the 

in, nor too much time ſpent thereby: Tho' he neither | 1 
tells how much time he allows for them, ner what are || the 

the immodeſt of undecent things which he diſallows || bat} 

In them ; but leaves every man to his own. conſtructi- nece 

on and choice therein. mer 

TI ſhall conſider the ſtrength of te arguments adduced by 

by him and others for theſe recreations; and I ſhall J in / 

begin with the chief one. on 
Object. I. To hinder theſe recreations en ty 

« were to tie us, who are the diſciples of Chriſt, to as ſtre 

« ſtrict a reſt, and as burdenſom an obſervation of | our 

“ the Sabbath, as the Jeus were obliged to under the I je 

4% law, which were to judaize, and build that again, | ons 

« which Chriſt hath deſtroyed.” on! 
Anſw. 1. The fourth command being moral and per- are 
petugl, as hath been proven, doth oblige us to as ſtrict | no 
a reſt and ceſſation from worldly actions, as it did the | was 
Fews. I grant indeed, the Phariſees invented a great | 2 
many ſuperſtitious additions to the reſt of the Sabbath, | Ch 
which were not of divine appointment, and would of 
have had all to conform thereto, as if they had been || cer: 
divine laws. They aſſigned ſuch a preciſe ſpace for a | anc 

| Sabbath-day's Journey ; ws and nes oy 
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allow the relieving of mens bodies and beafts in- di. 
ſtreſs this day: Some came this length, that tho' they 


allowed beaſts to be fed or watered, yet, if any of 
them fell into a ditch, they muſt not draw him out 


on this day, but feed him where he was till the Sab- 
bath was over. Nay, I have read of Jews ſo ridicu- 


louſly ſuperſtitious, that they would not allow them 


ſelves to be drawn out of pits or dangerous places into 
which they had fallen on'the Sabbath, and therefore 
have ſmarted with death for their folly. Some held, 


chat it was unlawful to kill a flea, tale the Skin off an 


apple, or do any thing of that kind on the Sabbath-day: 
Nay further, they taught, that it was unlawful to de- 
fend themſelves againſt: their enemies this day; by 
which means they ſometimes became a prey to their 


enemies: Till Matrathias the prieſt better inſtructed - 


them, as we are told by Joſephus, and the author of 
the firſt book of the Maccabees. 


I fay, theſe were nothing but human additions; for 


the ſame things were lawful to the Fews on the Sab- 
bath, that are allowed to us, viz. the works of piety, 
neceſſity and mercy ; as manifeſtly appears by the com- 
mentary which Chriſt gives upon this command, both 
by his words and actions. Chriſt defends his practice 
in healing, and his diſciples in plucking the ears of torn, 
on the Sabbath; and ſhews, that the works of neceſſi- 
ty and mercy, the relieying of men and beaſts in di- 
freſe, were awful on the Sabbath. Our bleſſed Savi- 
our, by his reaſoning againſt the Phariſees on this ſub- 
ject, intends only to reprove their ſuperſtitious additi- 
ons, and to ſhew what things were law ful to the Jews 
on the Sabbath from the beginning, but not what things 
are now lawful to us under the goſpel; for he gives 
no more liberty for worldly things this day than what 
was before, fince he came not to deſtroy the law. 

_ 2d4ly, 1 grant indeed, that our Saviour hath freed 
Chriſtians under the goſpel, from the Jewiſh method 


of celebrating the Sabbath, by a typical ſervice and 
ceremonial worſhip, conſiſting of ſacrifices, waſhings,. 
and manifold rites, which were a burdenſom yoke. Now, 


to reintroduce abrogated ceremonies on the Sabbath, 
13 | 
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36 Of the negative Sanfification T1 
3s (J confeſs) to judaixe, and rebuild what Chriſt hath are 
deſtroyed; and whoever are chargeable with this in a uy 
degree, let them ſee to it. But, what man will c l 
abſtaining from carnal recreations on the Sabbath, az 
abrogated 27 ceremony? or compare the ſtrict ſan pF 
Etification of the Lord's day, by the pleaſant evangeli- d 
cal ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe, to the burdenſom - 
method of obſerving the Jewiſh Sabbath? Chriſt hath cf: 
told us, that his yoke is eaſy, and his burden Kare and m. 

all his experienced diſciples will ſet their ſeal to the 30 


truth of it. J%ù my CE ng 75 
For my part, I do not ſee how a man can own the | - 


_ morality and unalterable obligation of the fourth com- pe 
mand, and. not grant that we are as ſtrictly tied to p 
moral duties on the Sabbath as the Jeus, and conſe- ;, 
quently to the ſame holy reſt, and diligence in the ſer- 
vice of God upon it; ſince the change made by Chriſt's 5 
coming is only in circumſtantial or ceremonial things, : 
wiz. the day of the week, and the nature of the ſer- 
vice or ſacrifices requiſite upon it. | th 
Object. But, beſides the nature of the ſervice and I.; 

„ worſhip, there were ſeveral peculiar things required 


< of the Jews upon the Sabbath, not binding upon fr 
ene | f li: 
us: Particularly, concerning the not dreſſing of meat, * 
going out of the place, kindling of fire, bearing f 5 
“ burdens, the nature of the puniſhment of Sabbathß- B 
breaking, double facrifices, exc.” . ; 8 
Anſw. ift, If mw of the foreſaid things were ty 8 
Pical or ceremonial, then indeed it is abrogate by t 
Chriſt's coming, and not binding upon us: But this | 8 
will nowiſe alter the caſe with reſpe& to abſtaining 
from carnal recreations on the Sabbath, which can never 5 
be reckoned typical or ceremonial; it being what is £ 
perpetually moral, and neceſſary to the ſuitable ſan- 1 


ctification of this Hoy day, in all ages of the world. 
2dly, Let the foreſaid inſtances be narrowly conſi- 

dered, and it will be found that there is no ſuch pecu- : 

liar thing therein as is commonly imagined. © | l 

I. As to the dreſſing of meat on the Sabbath, the on- e 

| 2 place whence the prohibition of it is inferred is 
Ex 


— 


1 


od, xvi, 23. concerning the preparing of Manna. 
| | 1 5 There . 


> . 
- — — * — — 
2 ; PPP — * — 1 1 
8 _—_ * . 
Kg mg non 53> #5, 


GV 


There are ſeveral interpreters, who think, that the 
dreſſing of it on the Sabbath is not here forbid; but 


that they are there ordered to lay up a part of it un- 


dreſſed for the Sabbath. But granting, as the moſt 


art of interpreters do, that the dreſſing ef the Manng 


is there diſcharged, this\wllinot infer a diſcharge of 
dreſſing any kind of meat on the Sabbath; ſimce there 
were ſome things peculiar to the Manna, beyond other 
mea 8 er ee en 
1ft, There was a particular promiſe made concern» 


ing it, that was not made concerning other kinds of 


food, vix. That it ſnould not ſpoil nor corrupt: For, 
in that hot country, dreſſed meat could not eaſily be 
preſerved good and wholeſom over night. 

241), There was much more ſervile Work requiſite 


in preparing Manna than other kinds of food; it be- 


hoved to be grinded in mills, beat in mortars, and 
balken in pans, Num. xi. 8. Now, ſo much -fervile la- 


bour about N of food was not fit upon the Sab- 
1 


bath, ſince it did not tend to the reſt or refreſhing of 
the body, but rather to the toiling of it; and likewiſe 


it took up many hands, and would have hindred them 


from ſanctifying of the day. So that. there is no pecu- 
liarity in this prohibition; for, were we in their caſe, 


and had Manna to feed on, it were not lawful for us 
to prepare it on the Sabbath, more than for the Fews : 


But it is certain that they did dreſs other meat on the 
Sabbath, that required not ſuch ſervile labour. Only 
we are taught by this prohibition, as well as the Fews, 
tobe careful to prepare that meat, which requires much 
toil and, pains, before the Sabbath come; and ſo to 


order mitters about our bodily proviſions the day be- 


fore, that ſervants may be as little hindred from ſancti- 
fying the Sabbath, and the work of the day as little in- 
terrupted as poſſible. ; 


II. As to the ſecond inſtance, the prohibition 'of _ 
going out of their places on the Sabbath, Exod: xvi. 29. 
it is plain from the context, that it is to be meant of 
going out to ſeek Manna, it being an unneceſſary ſervile 
work, and therefore unlawful on the Sabbath-day. For 

tho' the Jews were reſtrained from going through the 
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Of the Sanftification _ 


recreation, or putting off the time; yet not from all 


walking or travelling, when either the works of piety 
or peceſſity did require; fox à Sabbath-day's journe 


was allowed, Acts i. 12. Ihe, Phariſees indeed ſtinte 
It to two thouſand cubits, (which ſome make one mile, 


others two, according to the different cubits in uſe - 


Imong them) in regard this was to be the diſtance of 
the utmoſt part of the camp of 1/rael in the wilderneſs, 


from the tabernacle, to which they were bound to re- 
pair for worſhip on the Sabbath-day. But this was no 


good warrant for ſtinting the Sabbath-day's journey 
to ſuch a preciſe ſpace ; 8 it muſt be either more 
or leſs, according to the diſtance of peoples dwellings 
from the publick ordinances, to attend which, a per- 
Jon may go many miles, and not profane the Sabbath. 


The Shunamitiſh woman, as appears from 2 Kings iv. 


23. uſed to travel on Sabbath to the prophet Eliſaa, 


to attend publick worſhip, and wait on his teaching. 


III. As to the prohibition of kindling fire, Exod. 


XXXV. 3. If we conſider the place and context, we 


will find that it is only kindling of fire for ſervile work) 


particularly for the work of rearing up the tabernacle, 


that they were then about, which is there forbidden: 


This is the mind of Vatablus, Junius and Tremellius, 


and the beſt commentators on the place. For God is 


here giving directions for making the tabernacle; and 
to prevent their thinking that the nature of the work, 


or haſte required in doing it, would juſtify their work- 
ing at it on the Sabbath, he firſt diſcharges all working 
on that day, verſe 2. and then more particularly, v. 3. 
he forbids the work of kindling fire, as that of ſmiths, 


founders, or any others, for preparing materials for the 


tabernacle. - And ſo he will have that work, tho' for 
a ſacred uſe, give place to that which was more im- 
mediately ſacredfnd neceſlary, .viz. the preſent ſancti- 


_ fication of the Sabbath. This doth not prohibite 
kindling of fire for the works of neceſſity or mercy, which 
preſently tend to, the better ſanctify ing of the Sabbath; 


ſince this, for the ſervile work of the tabernacle, would 


\ 


have hindred the preſent ſanctification of it; where- 
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to promote, the ſanctifying of the Sabbath. Vet we 


ſhould take care that we do not extend our liberty 
this way too far, ſo as to make ſolemn feaſts on the 


Sabbath, which require much ſervile work, and hin- 


der the duties of the Sabbath: For tho' we be not. 
forbidden on the Lord's day to kindle a fire for dreſſing 
meat, yet we muſt beware we make not ſuch a flame 

of God's wrath againſt us on 


as ſhall kindle the fire 
that day, , 

IV. As to. the 
Chriſt hath given no more liberty to us this way, than 
to the Jews; for tho he commanded the impotent man 
on the Sabbath, John v. to take up his bed and walk, 

yet this was no carrying of a burden for any ſecular 
deſign, but a mean required for glorifying of God, 


and publiſhing the miracle, 


V. As to their puniſhing of Sabbath-breaking with 


death, Num. Xv. this belonged to the Judicial law, 


which was peculiar to the Jewiſh commonwealth, and 


bearing of burdens. on the Sabbath, 


doth not bind other nations, except ſo much of it as 1 


is of univerſal moral equity; for the peculiar circum- 


* 


ſtances of nations require peculiar ſtatutes and puniſh- 
ments for ſome particular crimes,----- But, in the next 


place, there appears to have been ſome ſpeciality in 


that Sabbath-breaker's caſe; for we do not find that 

Sabbath-breaking was always ſo puniſhed afterwards. 
If we read verſes 30, & 1h we ſee God threatning 
death to all ſuch as fin preſumptuouſiy, and with an 


high hand: And, in the very next verſe, the Sabbatbz. 
I 
1 


1 
' 
* 


breaker is brought in guilty; which makes it probable, 
that his crime was attended with the aggravation of 
preſumptuous ſinning. 1 5 DE: 
VI. As to the double ſacrifices required on this Sab- 


bath, oo lambs in the morning, and two in the even- 


ing, Num. xxviii. 9, 10. I grant they were a heavy 


burden, in regard of the great expence and bodily 
_ toil the Jews were put to thereby, from which Chriſt 
hath happily freed us. But, excepting what was 79. 
pical and ceremonial in their worthip and aa 
| | 5 ere 
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as kindling of fire for warming our bodies, preparing 
meat, or for ſhewing light, do not hinder, but tend 
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2 Of The Sandtifcatin n 
| there is nothing here peculiar to them ; for otherwiſe 
we are ſtill as much bound to double facrifices on the 
Sabbath as the Jews: We are bound to double our 
devotion, our prayets, our praiſes, exc. this day, be- 
yond other days. Yea, as I ſhewed before, we are 
more called to it than the 'Fews; which alſo is con- 
firmed from Zzek. xlvi. 4, 5. wherg, inſtead of the 
four lambs required on the Sabbath in Moſes's time, 
we ſee that in Ezekiel's temple-ſervice, which points 
at Goſpel- times, the Sabbath-offerings were to be ſx 
tambs and a ram; intimating not only the continu- 
ance, but the advancement of Sabbath- ſanctification 
In the days of the Meſſiah, and that Chriftians ſhould 
exceed the Jews in zeal and diligence in keeping of the 
Sabbath, and ſhould multiply duties, and offer up a 
greater plenty of ſpiritual ſacrifices, and be more active 
and intenſe about the work of the Sabbath, than they 
were: And good reaſon for it, ſince we have both the 
creation and redemption to commemorate this day, and 
a more excellent worſhip to perform upon it. 
But I proceed to examine the reſt of J. $'s argu- 
ments for Sabbath-day's recreations. 
Object. II. Our Saviour faith, That the Sabbath 
& tis made for man, and not man fer the Sabbath, 
5 Mark 11.27.” | ETD | | 
Anſu. This word makes not for his purpoſe; for 
Chriſt adduceth it in defence of Lis diſciples plucking 
the ears of corn on the Sabbath, for fatisfying their 
hunger, which was a work of neceſſity; and not in de- 
fence of carnal diverſions and recreations. 5 
But, that we may take up the true meaning of the 
place, we muſt conſider, that, if by Sabbath be un- 
derſtood the true ſanctification of the day by ſincere 
worſhipping and ſerving of God, then certainly man 
was made for it: But if Sabbath be taken, according 
to the Phariſees ſenſe here, for the mere external reſt 
of the day (as Chriſt certainly underftands it in this 
place) then indeed the Sabbath was made for man; this 
external reſt being but a mean for the true ſanctification 
ef the Sabbath, and deſigned for the ſpecial good of 
man, partly that his body might have ſome repoſe om 
1 | as 7 la- 
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labour, and chiefly that he might have a ſolemn * : 
tunity to worſhip God, and hold communion with 
him. Now (ſays our Saviour) it were unreaſonable to 
think that a law, intended for a privilege and benefit 
to man, ſhould be improven to his hurt and ruin. 
The great deſign of the Sabbath pleads for works of 
neceſſity and mercy : For how can God be ſerved or 
the ſoul profited on this day, if care be not taken for 
preſerving the life, and ſupporting the body, in order | 
thereto 2 But how this text makes for carnal diverſions _ | 
on the Sabbath, I ſee not; unleſs one ſnould ſay, that 
Chriſt meant when he ſaid, The Sabbath is made for 
man, that it is made for his corporal pleaſures ; which 
is moſt abſurd, and directly contrary to 1/a.lviil. 13. 
Object. III. The hindring of men from Sabbbath- 
 » © day'srecreations is an incroachment upon our Chriſti- 
«can: iDefty, 3 | 
Anſ. I would gladly know what he means by Chriſti- 
an_liberty. I take the goſpel-ſenſe of it to be this, that 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for believers under the goſpel, Þ} 
not only liberty from the dominion, guilt and puniſh. } 
ment of ſin, the bondage of Satan, and fting of death; 
but alſo hath liberate them from the yoke of the ceremonial 
law, to which the old-teſtament ſaints were ſubjected ; 
and likewiſe from the curſe of the moral law; yea, 
and from the power and obligation if it too, as a cove- 
nant of works; ſo as they are neither to be juſtified nor 
condemned thereby, But that he hath obtained any li- 
berty to us from the obligation of the moral law, as 
the rule of life and manners, more than the Jews had, 
I know no orthodox Proteſtant that will aſſert it. Now, 
if the ohr command be a part of the moral law, 
(as J. S. owns) to pretend to any freedom from the 
ſtrict ob ſer vation of it, and what is truly moral in it, 
under the goſpel, is anchriſtian licentiouſneſs, and not il 
Chriſtian liberty, Chriſt never purchaſed a liberty to us, 
to be lzſs religious, or leſs diligent in prayer, praiſes, and 
other duties, than the. Fews; for this were no true Mi 
liberty. Our true liberty lies in a readineſs to obey che 
hoty will of God, our only rightful Lord; and in being 
in a capacity to purſue our chief good and great end; and 
| bt the 
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92 Oy the Fandtifcation 
the more we are diſabled, from this, the more we are in 
bondage. And hence it is, that the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal. 
cxix. 45. I will walk at liberty, for I (eek thy precepts, 
But for any, under pretence of Chrittian liberty, to 
walk looſly and licentiouſſy, is to deſtroy the end 
of Chriſtian liberty, which is, That, being delivered 
out of the hands of our enemies, we might ſerve the 
Lord without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before 
him all the days of our life, Luke i. 74, 57. 
Object. IV. © The reltraining theſe recreations is not 
a good politick for promoting godlineſs ; for, inſtead 
* of this, it drives people to the other extreme. 
Anſ. 1ſt, Tho' it were a good politick, I am ſure it 
is bad divinity : For, we muſt not do evil, that good 
may come of 1t. 5 448 . 
. 2dly, It is no new thing for mens luſts and corrup- 
tions to grow more impetuous, and be the more irri- 
tated, by the reſtraints and prohibitions of God's holy 
and juſt laws, Rom. vii. 8. Vet no Chriſtian ever pleaded 
that theſe laws ſhould be either diſpenſed with or ſlack- 
ned upon this account; but ſtill owned the fault to be 
in our own corrupt natures, and not in God's excellent 
laws. If all theſe precepts were to be diſpenſed with, 
that are grating to the luſts of carnal men, then few 
of them would be binding; for every ſpiritual duty is 
unpleaſant to the. | 15 5 
3q4ly, If enquiry be made into the ſtate of the 
flocks of theſe miniſters who uſe this politict, J appre- 
hend it will be found to have but very bad ſucceſs in 
promoting godlineſs, or even morality, either on Sabbath 
or week-day. Nay, on the contrary, theſe Sabbath- 
days recreations will be found a politick of hell, wher- 
ever the experiment is tried, for baniſhing piety, and 
promoting all ſorts of profanity. Whereas, in theſe 
places where they are conſcientiouſly ſuppreſt, Sabbath. 
 holjneſs, family-worſhip and true piety are known to be 
in a flourifhing condition. 9 | 
:4thly, If magiſtrates and miniſters would cordially 
ja hands in the execution of civil and eccleſiaſtical 
= Jaws againſt Sabbath-breaking and profaneneſs, the im- 
pPetuous eruptions of mens luſts on the Sabbath 8 
| . : | 3 . OR 


» of the Sabbath. |  : $$. 
ſoon, through the bleſſing of God, be effectually 
damm'd up and reſtrained. A reſolute reſiſting of the 
devil is the beſt way to overcome him; whereas yiel- 
ding to him in any degree is the ready way to be van- 4 
guith'd by him. A . 1 
Object. V. The Chriſtian Sabbath (faith J. S.) is E 
_ « a feſtival, and conſequently ſolacing ourſelves bỹ˖ 
* a cheerful and mutual converſation together in our ' 
“ houſes on that day (if there be nothing immodeſt 
« or undecent therein, nor too much time ſpent there- 
4 by) is not only lawful, but dutiful alſo: \ | 
Anſ. Iſt, 1 ſuppoſe he means the conveening of 
Friends and neighbours to carnal feaſts and entertain- 
ments on the Sabbath, and holding good-fellowſhip to- 
gether, after the manner of the world; for, if he 
meaned any other converſation, J think he would not 
caution againſt the ſpending of too much time therein; 
for there is little need of any ſuch caution with reſpect 
to ſpiritual converſation : Alas, there is little time ſpent l 
therein! J. S. had employed his pen much better, if 
he had recommended this fort of converſation on the } 
Sabbath: For that of a carnal ſort, people are apt 
enough to learn it without a teacher. 777 7 5 
2dly, I freely own the Lord's day to be a feſtival, 
but it is for the ſoul, not for the body. This is the 
day in which Chriſtians are brought into the banquet ing 
houſe; but the fare is celeſtial, the dainties ſpiritual: 1 
On this day they are feaſted and filled, but it is with 1 
the fatneſs of God's houſe, and the rivers of his pleaſures: Mi 
This day they are made joyful, but not with carzal - i 
joy and. mirth; the pleaſures are ſpiritual, the joy is 
divine. I do not ſay rhat this day ought to be kept as 
a faſt-day for afſlicting the body; no, it is neceſſary 
the body ſhould be ſeaſonably refreſhed and ſupported, 
that it may be ſerviceable to the ſoul in the work of the 
day, and ſervice of God, and may call the Sabbath a 
delight, rejoice in God's goodneſs, and be cheerful in the 
celebration of the love and praiſes of our Redeemer. 
But to ſay that ſez feaſts, carnal entertainmepts, and 
good-felloꝛuſhip, are proper duties on the Lord day, is 
range doctrine ; for then 1 ſee not how carnal _ 
| | 10 
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Of the Sanctifcatiunn, 
and jollity can be excluded, and fo God's holy day, 
fhall be turned into a carnival, deſtructive to the 
bleſſed ends and deſigns of it. Modeſt and honeſt 

proviſion for our tables on the Lord's day, is what I 
do not diſcommend: But I fay, Set feaſts, ſumptuous 
entertainments, nd, too liberal partaking of the crea- 

tures, are not proper on this day; in regard they are apt 
tu indiſpoſe us for the duties of the day, by rendring the 
body dull and ſluggiſh, and inclining us to drowſineſs 
and ſieep; as alſo, the preparing of them doth detain 


"ſervants from the ordinances, and divert them both from 


publick and private duties neceſſary for the ſanctifying 
of the Sabbath. It is obſervable of our blefled pattern 
Jeſus Chriſt, that tho' he frankly went into the houſes 
of Phariſees and others, on week-days, when invited ; 

yet, on the Sabbath-day, iis only faid, he went into 
one of their houſes to eat brad, Luke x1v. T. that is, 

to take ſuch moderate tefreſhment as was ſuitable for 
that day, and the work of it: Teaching us, that on 
this day we ſhould, like Moſes and Jethro, with the 


. elders of Iſratl, Exod. xvili. 12. eat bread before God, 
| Le. with a deep ſenſe of his all-ſeeing eye, and ſpecial 


caution againſt all manner of exceſs, or any thing that 
may indiſpoſe us for holy duties. 

Moreover, obſerve What manner of converſation | 
Chriſt had at this Sabbath-day's refreſhment : He in- 


_ deed ſolaced himſelf and the company with a mutual 


and cheerful converſation, but ir was wholly ſpiritual 


and heavenly, concerning the feaſt provided for us in 


the goſpel. This was ſuitable Sabbath-day's conver ſa- 
tion, that needed not J. S's caution againſt ſpending 
too much time therein. 

But J. S. is ſo zealous for theſe Sabbath- day s recreas 
tions and entertainments, that he is not content to prove 
the laufulneſs of them, but he will have them binding 


on us, as zeceſſary duties. But I would fain know 


how any man will prove the dutifulneſs of them: 
Pray, where is the command for them? where is the 


advantage of them? wherein do they promote the 
_ great ends of the Sabbath, God's glory and ſouls edifi- 


pes 7 I think I have clearly pro ven the 3 


. 


J ſhall only add this word; I. make a ſuppoſition, thit 
a poor ſoul is brought under a lau- work, or deep con- 
victions, like the jaylor, by means of the ſermons on 


the Lord's day: Will any man ſay, that it would be 


his duty, preſently after, to go to theſe feaſts, enter- 
tainments and recreations, and thereby hinder or quench 
the operations of God's Spirit on his ſoul? I would 


rather think it his duty to retire from the world and 


company, to prayer and ſelf-examination, in order to 
entertain and cheriſh the Spirit's work on his heart. 
Object. VI. © But theſe RON and entertain- 
„ ments will not hinder n on of the Sab- 
„ bath, but rather help to quicken and prepare us for 
« our ſucceeding devotions.” _ 15 „ 
Anſ. I am perſwaded that theſe who exerciſe them- 
ſelves to godlineſs, and are acquaint with the power 
of it, will not talk ſo; nay, they will tell, from their 
ſad experience, that the meeting of promiſcuous com- 


panies on the Lord's day, for carnal entertainments, 


vain walking, talking and ſporting, are ſo far from fit- 
ting us for after-devorions or ſpiritual exerciſes, that they 
directly tend to deaden the heart, ſuppreſs convictions, 
quench any, warmneſs of affettions and livelineſs of 


frame wrought in us by the publick ordinances, and ſo 
render us the more indiſpoſed for ſpiritual employments. © 


Inſtead of quickning and diſpoſing our minds for re- 


turning to God's worſhip, they do the more increaſe 
our averſneſs thereto. Experienced Chriſtians can tell, 


that private meditation, reading, or Chriftian confe- 
rence, are far better means to fit us for our evening- 


devotions on the Lord's day, than carnal recreations. 


Object. VII. “ Some intermiſſion for recreation tis 
« needful; for we cannot be employed in ſpiritual ex- 
« -erciſes a Whole day: This would be a great toil 
« to theſpirits, eſpecially of ſuch who have been ſore 
« toiled with ſervile labour through the week: Nay, 
< the beſt are ready to faint and weary in the conti- 
se nned exereiſe of piet . „% er Ae 
Anſ. 1ſt, The extent of God's precepts is not to be 
meaſured by our ability or inability ; neither can our 
| a | 8 ä iim 
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impotency, to give obedience to God's commands, in 
the leaſt invalidate or weaken the authority thereof. 
_ 2dly, By the fane argument, the Jews might have 
28 That they were not bound to reſt the whole 
Sabbath, nor ſpend the whole day in religious exer- 
cCiſes; for they were liable to the fame infirmities that 
ate nGgent to us. EE 
34ly, I frankly allow what-refreſhment is neceſſary 
for ſupporting nature, and for the better performance 
of the duties of the Sabbath: But, for the foreſaid car- 
nal diverſions, they are ſo far from being neceſſary for 
furthering the work of the Sabbath, that they are great 
bindrances thereto. Jͤöͤ;ö;́—O§0ů5ꝰUĩꝛ ⅛ 
Athly, If labouring people need recreation for their 
bodies, then let them have ſome time on week 
days for it. — If for their minds, I know no ſuch 
fit recreation as the joyful commemoration of the love 
f Chriſt, and our redemption from hell and wrath 
through his blood, and the cheerful ſinging the praiſes 
of our Maker and Redeemer, which is the very work 
of the Sabbath. ls it not a recreation for Chriſt's ſheep 
to feed in his green paſtures, and to be led by him be- 
ide the Gal waters? to behold the waters of life, clear 
as cryſtal, flowing betwixt the banks of ordinances? to 
get a pleaſant proſpe& from mount Nebo, of the pro- 
miſed land? ls it not a recreation for a condemned 
man, to come and hear his pardon pronounced ? for 
a hungry man, to get pleaſant food and heavenly dain- 
ties? for a fick man, to get all his diſeaſes healed ? 
Muſt it not be a carnal and ſtupid heart, that will call 
theſe a burden or wearineſs? There are many who 
weary not to ſpend whole days at markets, in buying 
and ſelling; nay, whole days and nights in gaming 
and drinking: And, will you call a day ſpent in ſuch 
pleaſant and refreſhful work, a toil, which is the higheſt 
privilege of a rational creature? Surely, no workman 
can be ſo glad of a day's eaſe from his ſore labour, as 
2 believer ſhould be, to have a day's releaſe from his 
worldly buſineſs, that he may freely and intirely con- 
verſe with his God and Saviour, and rejoice in his 
þ \ 
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bounty and redeeming love. 
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Fißbly, Every Sabbath we meet with many unavoid-' . 
able interruptions, which take us off from the duties 
of God's worſhip, tho' we go not to contrive anne 
reſſary diverſions and recreations for this end. There is 
much of every Sabbath ſpent in preparing food, dre- 
fing and feeding our bodies, going to the church, and 
returning from it, attending children, cattle, exc. O 
how many are our avocations and intermiſſions in ſer- 
ving our Creator and Redeemer on the Lord's day, 
which we cannot ſnun! And, ſhall we think the reſt 
of the day too much for this important work, that 
wie muſt go ſeek carnal diverſions to drive it away? 
Gthly, 1 grant, the beſt are ready to grow weary of 
duty, becauſe: of the averſion of our corrupt nature to 
that which is good; but carnal recreations will never 
cure this averſion, nor overcome that: wearineſs, but 
will certainly indulge and increaſe the ſame; The beſt 
way to cure wearineſs (next to the grace of God) is 
practice and experience in religion, and ſincere wreſt- "oy 
ling and ftriving againſt it. Reſiſting overcomes it; 
but giving way to it doth increaſe it. 5 BIS 
Ithly, The Lord knows the carnality and wearineſ# 
that our hearts are naturally prone to in the work of 
the Sabbath; wherefore, for remedy thereof, he hath 
graciouſly appointed variety of exerciſes on the Sab- | " 
bath-day, that, When we weary of one, another map 
be our recreation. Are you weary of hearing? then 
"recreate yourſelves with prayer: If of that, then re- 
create yourſelves with finging of God's praiſes: If of 
that, then recreate yourſelves in reading God's word, 
and other good books: If of that, then recreate your- 
ſelves with meditation: If you weary of that, then 
recreate yourſelves with Chriſtian conference, repeat- 
Ing the ſermons, inſtructing your families, exc. If you 
weary of publick duties, then go to private; if of 
theſe, goto ſecret duties. Is there not here a delight- 
ful variety of pleaſant ſpiritual employments, ſufficient 
to recreate ourſelyes with for one day, without need- 
ing the help of any ſenſual diverſion, to put off the 
precious time of this bleſſed day? How think you to 
ſpend a whole eternity in ſpiritual exerciſes, when 9 
0 Ti NEO &.. 3 Ron 
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| Weary ſo much of one day? Whatever carnal men think; 
1 am ſure a godly ſoul will be far from counting this 
work a burden: Hearing and reading the ſcriptures is 


a farleſs burden to' him, than recreations and paſtimes 
would be; for God's teſtimonies are his delight, and he 
rejoices in them more than in all riches, Pſal. cxix. Vea, 
nothing in the world is ſuch a burden to him on the 
Sabbath, as his ill heart, his little delight in the Sab- 
bath, and ſhort- comings in the duties thereof; and no- 
thing ſuch a pleaſure and recreation to him, as when 
he can win above theſe, and get his heart lifted up in 
the ways of the Lord.. e 


I am ſure, it is no unpleaſant work that God calls 


us to on the Sabbath; who, but a wicked man, will 
count it a weariſom thing to think on Chriſt, and his 
dying love? to hear the ſweet meſſages of free grace, 
and rejoice in the foreſights and foretaftes of his ever- 
laſting love? You know the black character of theſe 


who of old called Sabbath-work a burden, and ſaid, 


When will the Sabbath be gone? Amos viii. 5. This 
temper ſtands in oppoſition to goſpel-holineſs: There- 
fore, I think, J. S. and every-goſpel-miniſter ſhould be ſo 
far from indulging it, by giving way to carnal recreations 
and diverſions, that he ſhould do what lies in his power 
to reprove, diſcourage and remeidit. And if minifters 
would be at pains. to preach and pray with life and 


awakning ſeriouſneſs, and afford their people a plea- : 
fant variety of wholeſom diſcourſe concerning Chriſt 


and eternity, it would bea far-better way to cure their 


_.wearineſs, than to preſcribe carnal recreations on the 


Lord's day: For this is a cure that both ſtrengthens 
the diſeaſe, and is fully as bad as the diſeaſe. 
Object. VIII. But walking in the fields on the 
“ Lord's day ſeems to be a harmleſs practice; why 
« will you not allow of that? ” ve 
Anſ. Whenever the works of piety, neceſſity or mercy 
do require it, it is allowable; but to do it idly, for 


putting off the time, or for worldly employments or 


recreations, is what the word of God condemns.“ It is 
'not only lawful, but dutiful to walk abroad, if it be 
for attending publick ordinances, viſiting the hs or 


f 4 


fa 8 — po 2 G 1%%/ͤ . ̃ 7 ³˙·Üw mm 


a att es He 


—_— 


2; ® 


"__ 
%% 


Exod. xvi.29. And, by the ſame rule, I cannot con- 
demn tender perſons walking-abroad, or taking the 


air, if their health truly require it; for the Lord loves 


mercy rather than facrifice. Nor do I condemn a per- 


ſon's going to the fields this day, to have opportunity 


(like I/aac) in the evening for ſecret meditation and 


prayer, when he wants conveniency for it within 


doors; for-a walk, thus improved, may be a walk 16 
heaven, and is very conſiſtent with walking with God. 


Only take theſe two cautions ; 5 | 7 
1 /,, If you walk abroad this day,, chuſe to do it 


alone as much as poſſible; for peoples going in troops 
to the fields occaſions idleneſs, vain talking, ſportings 


and miſ-ſpending precious Sabbath time. The ſociety of 


of vain perſons helpeth to embolden one another in 
ſin and folly, and maketh them more incapable of 
ſpiritual exerciſes, than when ſingle and apart. Vea, I 
am perſwaded, that theſe companies of people, who 
ſo commonly go a-walking together on the Lord's 
day, do not ſo much as pretend to be ſpiritually em- 
ployed. Alas! they who know them beſt, can tell 
that they are moſt unfit for it at ſuch occaſions. Should 
any come and ſpeak to rhem about death and eternity, 
Chriſt and their ſouls, or propoſe any ſerious queſtion 


concerning the ſermon they have been hearing, I fear 


he might expect to be mocked and laughed at by them 
for his pains. pho 
zdly, Let your walking abroad, in any of the fore- 


{aid caſes, be ſo ordered, that it may not give ſcandal, 
nor inſnare others: Study to do it ſo privately, that - 


others may not be hardned or encouraged in their looſe 
recreations on this day by your example: For even 


theſe things which are lawful, and otherwiſe neceſſarx 


in themſelves, are not to be done when they may prove 


a ſcandal or temptation to others to ſin; for, in ſuch 


caſes, we ought to deny ourſelves of our lawful liberty. 
Object. Weifind two of Chriſt's diſciples travels 


lung to Emmaus, and back again, on the Lord's days 


Co SS and 


. Sabbath. _ |, 9s 
other Sabbath-duties ; for then it is not for finding our - © 
own pleaſure, which is diſallowed by Iſa. lviii. 13. 
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-« and Chriſt met with them, and did not reprove 
them for it, Luke xx1v.” 
Anſ. This was the firſt Lord's day of all; and was 
not then fully inſtitute, or, at leaſt, made known to 
the diſciples; for they were not then aflured of Chriſt's 
reſurrection. Again, walking abroad this day, for pro- 
moting the works of piety, for declaring God's glory, or 
preaching the goſpel, is not unlawful: And ſuch was 
this walking of our Saviour, and his o diſciples, their 
return to Jeruſalem this day. 


Now, having fully handled this point, of the nega- | 
tive ſan&tification of the Sabbath, or the holy reſt requi- 
ſite upon it; I proceed to treat of the poſutrue ſanctiſi- 


cation of the day, and of the holy exerciſes required 
therein. | 
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Crilcrfaing the poſitive ſanctification of the Sabbath, 
and the holy exerciſes requiſite upon it. | 


HE reſt of the Sabbath is not a hay, ia reſt : 
No; it is a holy active ſort of ref# that is re- 
| quired upon it. Tho' we ceaſe from works of 
one kind, yet we muſt be as diligent in works of ano- 
ther kind. 
What TI have to ſay upon this head may be ſummed 
up in the following directions. 
<7 84 Concerning the diſpoſition and frame of 10 ſoul, 
needful for ſanctifying the Sabbath. 
2dly, Concerning the holy duties requiſite upon che 
Sabbath. 
341), Concerning the ſpecial order, method, and 
manner, wherein theſe duties are to be performed. | 
4thly, Concerning theſe particular ſins, whereby 


the ſanctification of the Sabbath! 18 hindred, or the Sab- 
bath aria bb, | 
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Concerning the frame of ſpirit ft for Iangigia the = 


Lord's day. 


HE moſt ſuitable frame and diſpoſition of ſoul, 
which I can recommend for ſanctifying the 
 Sabbath-day, is that of Fohn the divine, Rev. 

i. 10. 1 was in the Spirit on the Lord's day. It is a moſt 
comprehenſive expreſſion, and a noble pattern for our 


' Imitation ; Wherefore I ſhall enquire into the meaning 
and import of it. It is probable it may imply ſome- 


thing extraordinary with reſpe& to John; he might be 
in ſome ſingular ſpiritual extaſy or tranſport, which or- 
dinary Chriſtians cannot attain to: Nevertheleſs, the 


_ expreſſion imports ſomething. attainable,” and which 


ought to be endeavoured by all true Chriftians on the. 
Lord's day. EO. DE 

To be in the Spirit, may be taken either as . 
the Spirit of God, cr our own ſpirits, or both: For 
certainly botH the Spirit of God, and our own-ſpirits, 
are neceſſary, and to be much employed, in the ſan- 
ctification of the Lord's day: Wherefore, taking the 


expreſſion as including both, I conceive, to be in the 


Spirit on the Lord's day, imports theſe things; 


iſt, A ſpecial dependence upon God's Spirit, foncon= 


duct and aſſiſtance, in order to the right performance. 
of the duties of the Sabbath, and exerciſe of the graces 
therein: For, without the Spirit's aid, we can neither 


pray, praiſe, hear, read, or do any thing aright. 


2dly, The ſerving of God with our ſpirits, as Rom. 
1. 9. or worſhipping him in ſpirit, John iv. 24. and per- 
forming the duties of the Sabbath with inward fincerity 


of heart. The Lord deſires truth in the inward parts. 
He faith, My ſon, give me thy heart; not, Give me 


thy ear, thy tongue, thy lips, thy hands, or thy knees: 
for theſe may be given without the heart: But the 
heart can never be beſtqwed, without theſe as its at- 
tendants. This is ſo neceſſary in all our duties and 
approaches to, God, that God faith of it, as Joſeph did 


of Benjamin, Unleſs ye bring your hearts along with you, 


— 


I. 
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ſhall not ſee my face. You may obſerve Sabbaths, 
ear ſermons, ſing pſalms, put up prayers, exc. but 
all will be to no purpoſe, 7/a. i. 11. God would rather 
have the heart without the body, than the body with» 
out the heart. Soul- prayer, when it is alone, is ac- 
Tepted; but wo to bodily prayer, if it be alone. 
3455 A ſolemn retiring ourſelves from the world, 
abſtracting our Thoughts from earthly things, that 
e may be fitted for more immediate approaches to 
God, and intimate converſe with him on his own day, 
wherein he uſes to deal more familiarly with his people 
than at other times. 3 
4thly, A layingiourſelves open to the influences and 


© Operations of the Spirit of God, waiting for and thank- 


fully entertaining his motions, convittions, reproofs and 
conſolations, when they are allowed to us in the ordi- 
nances; and carefully guarding againſt every thing that 
may in the leaſt grieve or offend the holy Spirit. 

 zrhly, A more than ordinary intenſeneſs of heart 
and affections in the duties of ere on Sab- 
bath-days, eſpecially, we ſhould be fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord; we ſhould call in all our ſtraying 
thoughts and affections, praying with the pſalmiſt, P/a:. 
Ixxxvi. 11. Unite my heart to fear thy name; and Pſal. 
xxx. 18. Quicken us, and we ſhall call upon thy name. 


This day we ſhould put forth our ſpiritual ſtrength to 


the utmoſt, perform every duty, and exert every grace, 
with the greateſt intenſeneſs; we ought to love God 
with the moſt ſublime affections, obey him with the 

ureſt intentions, pray to him with the moſt fervent 
Importunity, and praiſe him with the moſt ſpiritual 
elevation of heart: Nay, do it in ſome ſuitable pro- 
portion to the greatneſs of that God with whom we 
have to do in ſo ſolemn a manner on the Lord's day; 
for, Pſal. cl. 2. we muſt not only praiſe him for his? 
mighty acts, but praiſe him according to his excellent 
greatneſs; we muſt worſhip him like himſelf, | 
*  Gtbly, A willing and cheerful performance of Sabbath; 


duties; we ought to call the Sabbath a delight, holy 


and honourable, and go this day with joy to draw water 
pur of the wells of ſalvation, and be joyſul in the houſe 


of 


i 


8 
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ces on this day) but they were ſtrangers to inward 
- ſincerity, and love to God. It is the willing mind 
and honeſt heart, in Sabbath- performances, that God 


upon the Lora s Day. 1623 


of prayer, Holy David was not ſatisfied this day with , 


a bare approach to the altar, but he muſt go to God as his 
exceeding joy, Pal. xliii. 4. And ought not believers un- 
der the goſpel more eſpecially to do this on the Lord's 


day, who have God in human nature to go to, and 


have the glorious atchievements of condeſcending and _ 


; redeeming love to commemorate this day? 


day with a frame of mind ſuitable to the ſpirit, free- 
dom and liberty of the goſpel, guarding againſt the ſer- 
vile frame of ſpirit which the Jews had in the obſervance 
of the duties of law: For we are not come unto the 


mount that burned with fire, and was terrible to behold ; 


but unto mount Zion, the city of the living God. In 

the ſervice of this day, we ought to keep up impreſ- 
ſions of God, as moſt acceſſible, familiar to us, and 

dwelling in our own nature, and as one that doth. 
not ſo much regard our outward performances as the 
inward frame and ſincerity of our hearts, The Phari- 
fees pretended to great ſtrictneſs about the outward 
obſervance of the Sabbath ; (and hence they preſumed 
frequently to cenſure Chriſt and his diſciples practi- 


—_— 


chiefly regards, not a phariſaical ſtrictneſs. 


7thly, Being in the Spirit on the Lord's day implies, 
the having of the graces of the Spirit in a more lively 
_ exerciſe this day than ordinary: And therefore we 


ought this day ſolemnly to invite the north and ſouth- 


wvinds of the Spirit to come and blow upon our gardens, 


that the ſpices thereof may flow out; and that, particu- 
 Hrly in all our aproaches to God, we may be poſleſt 
with a holy aw and reverence of God's majeſty and 


greatneſs, and a deep ſenſe of our own baſeneſs and 


naughtineſs, and have our faith acting vigorouſly upon 


. God's goodneſs and mercy in and thro' Chriſt, our | 
hearts melting with evangelical contrition and repen- 
tance, our love and ſpiritual deſires flaming forth in 
all ohr acts of devotion ; nay, all our graces and affe- 
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ctions would be this day eh more than ordinary 
to God's ſpecial honour and glory. / 

8:hly, A more than ordinary ſpiritual and heavenly : 
frame of ſoul, ſuited to the work of this day. Since 
this day is wholly dedicate to God, and ſpiritual duties , 


are the only work of it, our frame upon it ſhould be 
more heavenly and 85 than upon any other day, 


or when going about the duties of God's worſhip at 
any other time; we ſhould this day be much viewing 
and admiring, 'with thankfulneſs, the dying love of © 
Chrift, and the glorious work of redemption cc mpleated 


this day by his reſurrection. We ſhould be living this 


day above the world, and within view of heaven, 
making this day a little emblem and prelude of the 
everlaſting reſt of the ſaints above. . 

othly, It imports, that there is ſomething of an uni- 
verſal ſanctity and holineſs peculiarly requiſite upon 
this day. Now, this ſanctity” muſt be univerſal, with 


reſpect to ourſelves, with 4 to the day, and with 


reſpect to the duties of it. 
1. With reſpec to ourſelves ; all o our thoughts, words | 
and actions this day ſhould be God's in a ſpecial manner; 


all that we are, all that we have, allwe can do, ſhould, 


be wholly devoted to God's worſhip and ſervice on 
this day, 1/a. lviii. 13. God would not only have our 
hands tied from working, but alſo our tongues from 
talking, and our minds from N on worldly things 
this da 

* Wich reſpect to the day; we ſhould ſpend the 
vrhole of it in holy duties, either publick, private, or 


18 ſecret. It is not for an hour or two only that we muſt 
ſtudy to be ſpecially holy, but through the whole day; 
we ſhould count every moment of Sabbath-time preci- 


ous, and ſuffer none of it to be loſt that we can ſave, 
ſtill aiming to be doing ſomething for God and our 
own ſouls. 

3. With reſpect to the duties of the day; we ſhould 
efieem them all, and make conſcience of them all, 
fince they all have a divine ſtamp upon them; reading, 
hearing, prayer, praiſes, beg: oak meditating, 
conferring, ap n. alms, Cc. God 1 is to 


he 
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be found in every one of theſe duties, and therefore 
none of them is to be neglected: And, when we find 
him not in one of them, we muſt ſeek him in another; 
5 and, if we conſcientiouſly go the round of duties, we 
$4 ſhall ſurely find him whom our ſouls love, Cant. iii. 4. 
e* + Laſily, This expreſſion, of being in the Spirit on the 
th ' tbe Lord's day, imports the performing the duties of 
of it with pure and. ſpiritual ends, 'viz. t glorify God, 
and enjoy him. God is the ſole Object of our worſhip, 
„ and he muſt be the principal end of it too. In our wor- 
2 ſhip we muſt ſeek him, Heb. xi. 6. him, not ourſelves. It 
5g is natural for man to worſhip God for ſelf-ends; we 
often perform duties, not only to be ſeen and eſteemed 
of men, but alfa to be ſeen and valuęd by God for them, 
Ifa. Iviii. 3. Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and 
thou ſeeſt not? &c. They did not perform duties to 1 
1 glorify God, but to obtain a reward for themſelves, and | 
HT have a righteouſneſs of their own to found and plead upon. 
Let us ſtudy to be denied to our own duties, and 
| 8 N againſt a ſelfiſh and legal ſpirit in our Sabbath- 
ays performances. This will be a dead fly to ſpoil. 
the ointment, and will keep our beſt duties from being 
ſavoury to God. Let us ſtudy then to perform them 
all in newneſs of ſpirit, atid not in the oldneſs of the 
letter, Rom. vii. 6. Let us uſe them all as means for 
bringing God and our ſouls together, as means for 
„obtaining communion and fellowſhip with. God, and 
+ holding ſpecial intercourſe with him, which is the 
only way to fit us for glorifying God both here and 
hereafter. . "4 bi 
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DIRECT O H Rn 
Concerning the holy duties requiſite upon the Lord's day, 


HE duties neceſſary upon this day are either 
; publick, private, or ſecre. 8 

I chall not me dle with the duties of publick 
perfons as ſuch on the Sabbath, or what is ſpecially 
incumbent upon magiſtrates or miniſters upon this day, 


a 
| 


108 Of the Duties requifte © 
in their publick ſtations, but ſhall inſiſt only upon theſe. 
dutics required of all Chriſtians in common. 8 


r 


| What ate theſe publick duties required of us upon the 
Lords day: I vi 


Jy 


ANSWER, 


They are theſe which we are bound to perform in 
the publick aſſemblies of God's people; and indeed the 
Sabbath is inſtitute chiefly for the ſolemn performance 
of the duties of God's worſhip, in the publick meet- 
ings of his people: For the Lord hath a ſpecial delight 
therein; He loves the gates of Zion more than all the 
dwꝛellings of Jacob; and, wherever two or three are 
gathered in his name, ne will be in the midſt of them, 
Why? it is in the aſſemblies of God's people for 
publick worſhip, that God receiveth the higheſt praiſes 
from us; and hence the Pſalmiſt faith, I will give thee 
thanks in the great congregation; I will praiſe . thee 
among much people. And in his temple doth every one 
ſpeak of bis glory, Pal. xxxv. 18. Pſal. xxix. 9. And 
as in publick worſhip God receiveth the higheſt praiſes, 
ſo there it is he beſtoweth the richeſt mercies, Pſal. 
Izv. 4. Bleſſed is the man whom thou chuſeſt, and cauſeſt 
10 approach unte thee, that he may dwell in thy courts ; 
we ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, &c. 
O what good things are contained in that word, the 
goodneſs of thy houſe! there is pardon, peace, love, 
grace, life, light, ſtrength, comfort, c. Now, the 
publick duties of the Sabbath recorded in ſcripture, 
which God's people ought to meet and afſemble that 
day for, are various: And particularly, they are to 
meet together for reading and expounding the word 
of Gad; for preaching, hearing, praying, ' praiſing, 
partaking of the ſacraments, collecting for the poor, 
py for all which we may ſee Lev. xxill. 3. Pſal. xcii, 
Iſa. vi. 23. Luke iv. 16. Acts xiii. 14, 15, 27, 44. 
Acts xv. 21. Acts xvi. 13. Act; xx. 7, 1 Cor. xvi. 
2. But particularly, ee 
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bo. the Lord's Day. 2 : 107 " 1 


I. Hearing the word publickly read and preached, 
with reverence and attention, is a principal duty on the 
Sabbath; nay; our life depends upon it, Deut. xxxii. 
46, 47. It is the great mean God hath appointed for 


the converſion of ſouls, Rom. x. 14, 17. Whatever 
men think of it, it is the powerful inſtrument of our 


falvation, Rom. i. 16, The waters of the ſanRuary run 
only through the chanels of the word; the mines of 


grace are found only in theſe climates where the go- 
pel-ſun ſhines. The Lord, if he pleaſed, could im- 


mediately, by his Spirit, break open finners hearts; 


but he hath determined to honour his word in this 


work, as is plain in Lydia's caſe, Acts xvi. 9, 10, 14. 


* 


Reading the word and ſermons at home is good; but 


hearing the word preached is the ordinary mean God 


hath appointed and promiſed to bleſs for converſion: 


And if this be ſlighted, or prove ineffectual, no other 


way can be contrived for it, as we are told, Luke xvi. 
29, 31. So that tho a glorified faint or angel ſhould 
come down from. heaven, and preach upon the beauty * 
of Chrift, and glory of heaven, in the moſt lively and 
demonſtrative manner; yet, if a preached goſpel do 
not perſwade ſinners, neither would that. Or, tho' 
a damned ſoul ſhould come up from hell, and preach 
the evil of fin, and torments of hell, in the moſt pa- 
thetick manner; yet neither would that perſwade, if 

the word do it not. Why, the one is God's inftituted _ 
mean, the other not. Let us then have an high eſteem 


of God's ordinance, and embrace all occaſions for 


attending it. Be ſwiſt to hear, Jam. L ah. Let none 
dare to count that mean, weak or deſpicable, which - 
the wiſe God hath inftituted to fave ſouls, 1 Cor. i. 21. 


Ir pleaſed God, by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave 


them that believe. And how comes believing but by 


hearing? Reading good ſermons (as one ſays) is like 
milk cold out of the diſh, but preaching is like milk 
warm from the breaſt, which is far more nouriſhing 
to the child. Let us always then as neu-born babes 


deſire this milk, that wwe na both live and grow there: 
by, J Pet. ii. 2, e THIS 


0 


> — 


765 of th; Dries re Is IE 5 
II. Another of the publick Pe of the Sabbath i 18 
1 prayers with the congregation. 

Prayer is a principal part of God's worſhip, and there- 
fore is frequently put for the whole, Zech. viii. 21, 22. 
Acts xvi. 23. Hence God's temple of old was call'd 
the houſe of prayer. Publick prayer is moſt neceſſary 
for averting judgments, obtaining bleſſings, and pre- 
ſerving love and unity among Chriſtians; alfo it is a 
ſolemn” owning the God whom we ſerve in the face 
of the world, and ſo highly glorifies God. The bounti- 
ful Lord is well pleaſed to ſee many beggars throng- 
ing at the beautiful gate gf his temple, waiting for an 
alms from his hand. And their joint prayers are moſt 

prevalent with him, far more than private prayer ; for 
à petition preſented. by a ſingle ſubject, is not ſo pre- 
valent as that which is made by a whole city. Peter 
is caſt in priſon to be executed, Acts xii. but the church 
meets, and prays him outof his enemies hands. The 
united prayers of the church are moſt powerful to pro- 
cure God's bleſſing and preſence ; therefore, reader, 
ſee that you make conſcience in joining therewith, 
and be not abſent from them. It is a moſt oraceleſs 
practice in ſome, they either come not into the church. 
till the publick prayers be over, or they go out after 
ſermon” before publick prayers be made. I am ſure, 
ſuch can expect nothing by the ſermon but a curſe, 
fince they join not with the prayers for a bleſſing upon 
it to themſelves or others. _ | 

III. Duty is the ſinging of pſalms, and praiſing God 
with the congregation. Praiſing God by ſinging is often 
injoined in ſcripture ; yea, no leſs than four times in 
one verſe, Pſal. xlvii. 6. It i is comely for the. people of 
God; they are called ſinging birds, Cant. ii. fo. they 
are fuch as fhould ſing all the months of the year; yea, 
even in the dead month of affliction: So did Paul 
and Silas in a priſon at midnight, when their backs 
were ſore with ſcourges, and their feet faſt i in the ſtocks, 
Acls xvi. 25. But in. a ſpecial manner ſinging . praiſes 
to God is our duty in publick aſſemblies, Pſal. cxlix. 
1. Luke xxiv. 53. And in theſe, both princes and people, 
young men and maidens, old men and children, are 


; bound | 


on the Lord's Day 109 
bound to i a part in this heavenly conſort, P/al. cxlviil. + - 
11, % 13. Andy above all days, the Sabbath is moſt 
Proper for this duty, Pſal. xcii. Title, Pſal. cxviii. 
24. It is a day of thankſgiving and holy ſoy: We have 
| God's praiſes to celebrate for the wonders of creation 
and redemption, we have the glorious victories of the 
Captain of our ſalvation to extol and magnify; and 
therefore the duty of ſinging praiſe this day is highly 
neceſſary. By this duty. we not only glorify: God, 
but we edify one another, Col. iii. 16. The melody 
and conjunction of many ſerious ſouls tend to raiſe and 
- elevate the heart. Vea, it was one mean of Auguſtine's 
converſion ; he ſays, He wept when he heard the pſalms 
fung by the church.” _ 7 1 
Singing is à reading with meditation, and gives free 
: pyent to the thoughts and affections, and helps to excite 
and actuate the graces; it is the breath or flame of 
love or joy; it is the eternal work of heaven, the 
mufick of ſaints and angels there, Rev. v. 9, 10, 11. 
Rev. xv. 3. And what are church-aſſemblies here, 
but the place of our apprenticeſhip and preparation for 
heaven? I know nothing in the world that more re- 
ſembles heaven, than a company of God's people 
harmoniouſly ſinging his praiſes with grace in their 
bearts, making melody to the Lord; for then the ſoul 
rejoiceth in divine goodneſs, meditates on divine pro- 
miſes, extols divine excellencies, and mounts up to 
God in acts of faith and love. Let us then make con- 
ſcience of this heavenly duty in the publick aſſemblies, 
and perform it with heart and tongue: for, were it 
not a rare exerciſe, God would not-honour it to be 
the only work of heaven, to the excluſion of prayer, 
1 repentance, reading, hearing, communicating, c. 
IE IV. Partaking of the ſacraments is another publick 
duty of the Sabbath. _ Ht 
. Tf, The firſt day of the week, our Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, is the. proper.day for celebrating the memorial 
of redeeming love in the Lord's ſupper, Acts xx. 7. 
This was the ordinary practice of the primitive Chri- 
{tians in antient times; and, becauſe of their conſtant 
breaking of bread on this firſt day of the week, itwont 
„ 1 . | | 5 a 
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were the hearts of Chriſtians in thole early times with 
love to and zeal for their glorious Redeemer, who had 
ſo. lately poured out his blood for their redemption, 


that when they aſſembled together upon the firit day 
of the week, the day he had inſtituted for his honour, 
they could not think of parting, until, by the breax- 


ing of bread according to his example, they had cele- 


brated the memorial of his dying love, his atoning 


blood, his victorious reſurrection and triumphant re- 
turn; which alſo they deſigned as a pledge of their 
mutual love to and communion with one another. 
And tho' theſe firſt Chriſtians were animated with 
more life and love, and were habitually in a better 


frame for partaking of this love-feaſt, than, alas, we 


now are; yet we muſt own, that we are under the 
ſame obligations of love and gratitude to our dying 


- - Redeemer, and have the ſame need of the frequent 


application of his blood, and of a confirmed intereſt 


in his death, that they had; and conſequently ought. 
to dedicate many more Lord's days to the celebration 


of this memorial-feaft of his ſupper, than now we do: 
Eſpecially ſeeing the partaking of this ordinance is the 


proper work of the Lord's day, and one ſpecial deſign 
of the inſtitution of this holy day. | * 


zdly, Baptiſm is moſt proper on this day: The day 
is holy, and the ſacrament is holy. Children ſhould 
be brought to the congregation, and baptized in face 


thereof; for, ſince baptiſm is the door to Chriſt's houſe, 


it is fit to be entred when the family is conveened, 
or the church aſſembled, that ſo the receiving of new 


members thereinto may be komologate by them; that 


the parents engagements may have the more witneſſes 


to them, and the children have more prayers put up 


for them ; and alfo, that the whole congregation may 
be edified by this ſolemn ordinance, and excited to 
remember and improve their own baptiſms. Of which 
afterward. | 

As to the feaſting-part of this ſolemnity, I do not 


A 4 


think it proper on the Lord's day: This may well be 
delayed till the day after, © 
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V. Making publick collections for the poor, is 4 pro- 
per duty on this day, 1 Cor. xvi: 1, 4. This day being 
inſtitute to keep up the memorial of Chriſt's infinite cha- 
rity to mankind,” and for our meeting to receive new 
. lene: and mercies from him, we are, in gratitude, 
bound on this occaſion to be liberal to his poor: This 
doth not wrong, but promote our Sabbath-day's frame. 
Let no Chriſtian then negle& this duty, which is fo 
puny commanded by. Chriſt, and has been practiſed 
by the Chriſtian church for near theſe two thouſand 
ears. — . 22 | 
by Think it not enough that you give ſomething pri- 
 vately to the poor this day, and that this may excuſe 
\_ you from any publick contribution: For this would be 
a ſlighting of an expreſs command, and making one 
duty to juſtle out another; and-befides, would tend 
to fruſtrate Chriſt's inſtitution of deacons and church- 
rulers, who are appointed to receive and diſtribute the 
collections for the poor, according to their various ne- 
ceſſities. When the apoſtle injoins the Corinthians to 
lay by them in ſtore on the firſt day of the week, that 
there might be ns gatherings when he came; it is plain, 
he chiefly-means their depsſetating their charitable con- 
tributions with the church-rulers: For, if it were not 
ſo, there would ſtill be need for gatherings when he 
tame. 4 FIN» 1 
1 grant indeed, it were very proper for every man, 
beſides the publick charity he gives on the Lord's day, 
like wiſe to- ſet apart ſomething this day, and lay it by 
him in ſtore, according to his gains and incomes 
through the week, as a ſtock or fund, out of which he 
might give to pious and charitable uſes as occafion ſhould 
require; and ſo, the ſtock being prepared before-hand, 
you will give the more bountifully and more willing- 
y to ſuch uſes, than otherwiſe you will find in your 
hearts to do. If not only rich men, but even tradeſ- 
men, labourers and ſervants, would thus lay up every 
Lord's day ſome very ſmall thing by them, they might, 
without any ſenſible damage to themſelves, have ſome- 
What to give to proper and needy objects: And 1 
2 | am 
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am perſwaded this would not be the way to impair, * 
but to increaſe your means. e 
rn Joir 
| ws vg the private duties required of us upon the Lord's | = 
day? e eee N ee! 
ANS . E R. 5 * 
It is not enough that we ſpend ſome part of the ON 
Lord's day in publick worſhip ; but ſince (as I proved =, 
before) the whole day is conſecrated to God, the reſt fan 
_ of it i alſo to be kept holy, and taken up in hely duties, don 
in private and ſecret. I My Rt 121. V4 apa 
Domeſtick and private duties are neceſſary on this it: 
day, both for preparing us for the publick ordinances, his 
and for improving and reaping advantage by them. wit 
Theſe duties are, family-worſhip, by reading the did 
word, ſinging the praiſes, and calling upon the name of pub. 
God, family- catechiſing, repetition of ſermons, chriſtian be 
conference, xc. 1 Fe HO OW | tha! 
I. Family-worſhip is a duty incumbent on maſters. _ anc 
of families every day; but more eſpecially upon the Met 
1 Lord's day. It is to be regreted that there ſnould be Wer 
aany need to adduce arguments to prove this: But ſince lays 
there are ſome who call themſelves miniſters, who Care 
either deny it, or elſe have not ſo much conſcience whi 
ET or courage directly to aſſert it in their preachings or ing 
j writings; (they neither preſs the performance of this 15 re 
duty, nor reprove the negle& of it in others; and, for, 
2ẽs it is generally ſaid, they do not practiſe it themſelves ; befc 
whereby many are encouraged to ſlight family-wor- COU: 
| ſhip, and think it no neceſſary duty, to the great hin- upo 
| drance of the advancement of piety) I ſhall therefore ent 
| prove it. to be the duty of all maſters of families, not, 
ö eſpecially on the Lord's day; and that, in the firſt || ww 
|. place, from the fourth commandment. 1 0 41706 
The fourth commandment is principally directed to | ferv 
1 -maſters of families; becauſe families, as ſuch, are chiefly tho 
to be concerned in the keeping of it, both zegatively, this 
and poſitively. For as the command injoins every -— Sab! 
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ſter of a family, with all that are within his gates, 
his fon, his daughter, his man-ſervant, &c. to forbear 
all manner of work on the Sabbath; ſo it likewiſe in- 
Joins them to remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
Now, to keep the Sabbath holy to the Lord, without 
all doubt, implies the worſhipping of God: This can- 
not be underſtood only of worthipping of God in the 


public aſſemblies, for thefe cannot be always had; yet 


ſtill the command for ſanckifying the Sabbath is binding 
on families. Again, the publick worſhip takes up on- 
ly a part of the Sabbath, but families are bound to 
ſanctify the day throughout. This cannot be duly 
done by the members of the family worſhipping God 
apart in ſecret; for families, as ſuch, are bound to do 
it: The command binds a maſter to do it jointly with 


his family, as well as it binds a miniſter to do it jointly 


with his congregation. Moreover,. if the command 
did only bind a maſter of a family to worſhip God in 


pablick, and in ſecret, upon the Sabbath, then he would 


be no further concerned in ſan#ifying the Sabbath, 
than any other member of his family ; alſo, he would 


ſanctify the Sabbath as much in communion with the 


members of other families as thoſe of his own, which 
| were moſt abſurd. But it is plain, that the command 
lays it eſpecially on the maſter of the family to take 
care of the ſanctifying of the Sabbath in his family; 
which muſt be by worſhipping God, as well as by reſt= 
ing from labour; otherwiſe he would do no more than 
is required of the beaſts: And this he can never account 


for, unleſs he do it in communion with his family, go 


before them in it, and by his example direct and en- 


courage them in the holy worſhip and ſervice of God 


upon his holy day. We have Joſhua's practice ſuffici- 
ently explaining this precept, Foſhua xxiv. 15. He faith 
not, My houſe ſhall ſerve the Lord; but I and my houſe 


will. do it; i. e. We will jointly worſhip God, and ſan- 


#ify his Sabbath, which are the principal parts of his 
ſervice. This he would do, and we ought all to do, 


tho' there were no publick worſhip in the world. And 


this is .confirmed by Lev. xxiii: 3. Which requires the 
Sabbath to be religiouſly 2 in all our dwellings 
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or private houſes, as well as in holy con vocations; bß 


every family apart, as well as by many families toge- 


But 1 ſhall demonſtrate the indiſpenſible neceſſity of 
this duty of family-worſpip, from ſeveral other topicks. 


I. The light of nature and ſound reaſon pleads for 


it, on many accounts. 1. It teacheth that all ſocieties 
ſhould jointly honour their feunders. Now, God is 
the Author and Founder of families, Pſal. Ixviii. 6. 
God ſeiteth the ſolitary in families; and ought not fa- 
milies to worthip him who inftituted them, and that 
forthis very end, that they might glorify him, and fhew 
forth his praiſe? cons | 


2. The light of nature teacheth maſters of families 


to uſe all proper means for preventing the hurt of the 
family, and reſcuing them from danger: And it is plain, 
that family-prayer is a ſpecial mean for this effect. The 
light of nature taught the heathen mariner, with his 
ſhip's crewz Jonah i. 4. to uſe joint prayers to ſave 


them in a ſtorm : And we ſee it was the maſter of the | 


ſhip that called them to this duty. Now, ſhall a Hea- 
| mes of a ſhip do more in his ſociety,” by na- 

ture's light, than a. Chriſtian maſter of a family will do 
| a” his, who is privileged with the clear light of the 

ojpet? | | . 
: 3. The light of nature teacheth men to do all they 
can to promote the good of their families, to provide 
Food and phy ſick for their ſervants and childrens bodies. 
And doth it not teach them alſo to uſe means, to pre- 
ſerve their ſouls from wrath, and further their eternal 
well-being? And what mean more proper for this end, 


than family-worſhip,, and conjuntt prayer? O maſters 
of families, your examples herein will have happy in- 
fluence upon your children and ſervants, both to excits 


them to pray, and teach them how to pray. ep 

4. Nature's. light directed the heathens to have their 
:Lares and Penates, or houſhold-gods, whom they wor- 
ſhipped in a ſpecial manner, and to whom they offe- 
red ſacrifices for the protection and welfare of their fa- 
milies: So we find in ſcripture, that Laban and Micah 
had their Teraphim or houſhold-gods, Now, tho' theſe 
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neceſſity of family-worſhip. Alas! heathens will riſe 


up in judgment againft many who are called Chriftians. 


II. We are commanded in ſcripture to pray every+ 
where, and with all manner of prayer, t Tim. ii. 8. 
Eph. vi. 18. Now, if we. muſt pray in all places, 
then ſurely in our families; if with all manner of pray- 
er, then ſurely with family- prayer. 

III. Maſters of families are bound to love God with 
all their hearts, and their neighbdurs as themſelves ; and 
conſequently are bound to bring their families along 
with them, to the worſhip of God. God's people are 
filled with ſuch love and zeal, that they frequently call 
the inanimate creatures to join with them in God's 
praiſe, Pſal. Ixix. 34. Pſal. cxlviii. 2. c. and how 
much more ſhould they call their neighbours and fel- 
Jow-chriſtians ? How \oft doth Dauid invite and ex- 

Hort others to praiſe God with him? And, will not 
maſters of families, who love God and their neigh- 
bour, invite and exhort thoſe to whom they are ſo 
moo related, to join with them in the praiſe and 
worſhip of God. © © | e 
IV. Families have many joint errands to the throne 


of grace, which call for joint family-prayers and prai- 


ſes: They often ſin together, and therefore it is fit 
they confeſs and mourn together. They need many 
family-bleſſings, and it is fit they jointly ſeek them: 
They are expoſed to many family-dangers, therefore 
they ſhould jointly deprecate them: They receive ma- 


ny family-mercies, which call for family-thankſgivigs : 


They work in their employments and labour together, 
and it is very fit they ſeek a bleſſing on them together,” 
V. All churches ought to worſhip God in à joint 
and ſolemn manner: Now, the Spirit of God frequent- 
ly calls Chriſtian families churches; which honourable 
title they would by no means deſerve, if they. had not 
communion together in the worſhip of God. | 
VI. It is plain from 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5, 12. that as mi- 
nifters are bound to rule the church, ſo maſters of fa- 
milies are bound to rule their families; which is, not 
only by inſtructing them, but going before them in 
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were vain helpleſs gods, yet it ſhews they believed a 
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Sod's worſhip; and being their guide and mouth in pray- 
ers and praiſes.. For every head of a family is a pro- 
phet, prieſt and king in his own houſe: He is a prophet, 
to teach and inſtruct his houſhold; a prieſt, to inter- 


govern the 
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ceed and pray for them; and a bing, to protect and 
them; and eſpecially, to maintain God's wor- 

ſhip and true religion among them. . 
II. It is clear from 1 Pet. iii. 7. that husbands and 


wives are bound to pray together, and conſequently 
the whole family: For there they are dehorted from 


ſtrifes and contentions, becauſe of their tendency to 


under their conjunct prayers. FF 
VIII. The examples of the ſaints in ſcripture do in- 
vincibly prove family-worſhip to be our duty. We 
read not only of Abraham's inſtructing his houſhold, 
and commanding them to worſhip God by themſelves ; 
but alſo, whereſoever he ſojourns with his howſbold, he 
builds an altar, and with them he calls on the name of 
the Lord; as is clear from Gen. x11. Gen. xiii. Gen. xxi. 33. 
I took notice of Joſhun s family-devotion a little be- 
fore. David, Pſal. ci. faith, He will walk in his houſe 
at home with.a perfect heart; and we find him coming 
home from the publick worſhip, 2 Sam. vi. 2> to bleſs 
His own family, which was certainly to go about family- 
. worſhip, with them, and pray for God's bleſſing on 
them. We find Daniel about this work three times a 


Fd 


day, Dan. vi. 10. It was open family-prayer which he | 
performed; for, if it had been ſecret prayer, ftrangers 


would not have known ſo well of it, nor would they 
have found him at it, as it is ſaid they did: So great a 
prince would have had ſervants in his outer rooms, to 


have ſtopt them ere they came ſo near as to hear him 
at his ſecret devotion. We have our'great pattern Je- 
_ ſus Chriſt ſinging pſalms, and praying with his family, 
viz. his diſciples, Mat. xxvi. 30. Luke ix, 18. John xvii. | 
This was Cornelius's practice, Acts x. 2. it is ſaid, He 
feared God with all his houſe; which implies that he 


wor ſhipped God with all his houſe, for fearing. of God 
' comprehends worſhip. * 1 


| Laſtly, We find Paul, Philem. 2, 3. making mention 


of the church in Philemon's houſe, which was his re- 
C ligious 


a. 4 
; 1 


| ſhould: be 1855 to them. 


look and wonder at their 


and all are taken up about it. Where, alas! is there 


Iy- prayer is your duty, as well as ſecret- prayer; and 


altho' you had no family; yea, 'althg' you had no — 
tongue nor faculty of ſpeech. O maſter of a family, 


the faculty of ſpeaking, but that you might be more 


VS 0 * 


come taſte and ſee that God is good, and partake f 


| gifted man, that ye will not pray at all; bring a humble 


e, of the Lord's DH, an 
Vgious praying family: And then, ver, 22. he ſpeaks 
of their joint prayers, through whigh he rruſted he 


Since then the duty is ſo clear, let us be concerned  * 
and zealous to, promote the worſhip of God in our fa. 
milies, Conſider how zealous ſome are to promote a 
falſe or ſuperſtitious hg God hids the prophet 
© and. wonde iligence, Jer. vii. 17, 18. 
There we ſee both fathers, children, husbands, wives, 


any family to earneſt for the true worthip of God? * 


OBJECTIONS againf family-worſbip anſwered. | If 


Object. x. © We pray in ſecret, and that is ſufficient.” 
Anſ. 1. This is not ſufficient, as hath been proven; 
one duty will not ſupply the want of another: Fami- 


you ought to go the round of dutics, and flight no 
nown duty, if you would proſper in any duty. 
2dly, Secret prayer, O man, would be your duty, 


why hath God bleſſed you with a family, and with 
capable to glorify him with and before others? Hath 


not Chrift, in that excellent pattern of prayer, taught 
you to pray conjunaly, by ſaying, Our Father which 
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art in heaven, give us this day our daily bread ? Have 
you any charity to your neighbours, any love or pity 
to the ſouls of your family, and will not take them 
alongſt with you to the throne of grace did you en- 
joy any communian with God in ſecret, or taſte any 
ſweetneſs in the duty; would you not invite them to 


the fame heavenly cheer with you? 4 


* 4 


Object. 2. Weſhave nat gifts to ſpray before others.” 


Anf. Iſt, The great Hearer of prayer doth not look 
to gifts as we do; no, he looks to the heart. Say not 
then, becauſe you cannot pray as a miniſter, or ſuch a 
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118 Of the Duties regniſite eg: 
and broken heart to God, and he will accept of you; 
you had but two or three words or broken ſenten- 

ces. It is not fine words, or eloquent expreſſions, that 


God is delighted with; it is the ſincerity of the heart. 
' 2dly, Uſe the one talent, trade with it, and it will 
creaſe; do as you can, and God will teach yau to 
o better; I never knew any that tried it ſincerely, 
but God helped them. Can ye not ſay with the diſciples, 
Tord, teach us to pray? yea, ſay but the Lord's prayer, 


OY 


If ye can fay no more, and, if ye do it fincerely, 


more ſhall be given. 


34ly, Make uſe-of the helps which God affords you 


for prayer. -1. Acquaint yourſelyes with the ſcriptures, 
frequently read the pſalms, and particularly the xxv, 


Ii, Ixxxv1, cxix. pſalms, and ethers, where you will 


find variety of fit expreſſions and petitions to be uſed in 


Prayer. Take with you theſe words which the holy Ghoſt 


teacheth, they are the moſt acceptable words. Like- 
wiſe ſtudy the ten commands, view the large extent 
and meaning of them, the duties required, and fins 


forbidden in each of them, and they will furniſh you 


with vaſt matter for confeſſion and petition. Alſo ſtudy 


the Lord's prayer, and the import of the ſeveral peti- | 
tions thereof, for there are many petitions wrapt up 


in every one of them. eee e 
2. Study well the attributes and works of God, and 


they will afford manifold matter both for prayer and 


raiſes. View the work of creation; and more eſpeci- 
ally, the work of redemption, the eternal contrivance 
of it, the glorious Mediator, his nature, his offices, life, 
death, ſufferings, and infinite love; bis fulneſs, graces, 
offers, promiſſes, and well-ordered covenant ; 4 then, 


Jam ſure, you will not be barren. of ſuitable matter 


and words for prayer. A very child (as one ſaith) 


* when he ſees a merchant's pack opened, where there 


e are variety of things which he deſireth, will learn 
«© without book to fay, O father, buy this, or give 
% me. that,” So the ſoul will not want what to ſay, 
that ſees the treaſures and-yiches of Chriſt opened. 

3. Study to be acquaint With yourſelves, your hearts 


and lives; Conſider your ſtate and circumſtances both | 
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in foul and body, and the providences of God towards 
you, Think upon the vanity and: inconſtancy of all 
worldly things, the frailty of man, and brevity of life: 
and particularly; think much on the four laſt things; 
eh, judgment, heaven and hell, and you will have 
abundance of matter for prayer. AN 
 _ Befides all which, there are four words ye would 
always keep in mind when you go to prayer, which 
would prove a laſting, fountain for ſuitable matter to 
you, viz. your ſins, miſeries, wants and mercies. 
 1f, Your ſons. Have you not a great multitude to 
confeſs, and ſeek mercy for, ſins original and actual, 
of omiſſion and commiſſion, of heart and life? What 
_ -indwelling corruptions and heart-plagues have ye 
to lament, hardneſs, deadneſs, carnality, unbelief, 
_ backſliding, hypocriſy? &c. Look into your lives, 
and behold what fins ye have committed, and what 
duties ye have omitted, and make particular confeſſion 
0 — . ̃ ' 
24), Your miſeries, How many have ye to com- 
plain of, and beg deliverance from, in prayer? Are 
Fou not born in a loſt ſtate, a child of wrath, an heir 
of hell, under an unſupportable burden of unpardoned 
guilt, moſt lothſom and polluted in God's fight, under 
the tyranny of Satan, liable to all the miſeries of this 
life, cares, toils, loſſes, croſſes, fickneſs and death; 
yea, expoſed to the wrath of God, the curſes of the 
law, the ſword of juſtice, to a ſtrict and ſevere judg- 
ment ſeat, to unquenchable fire, and everlaſting burn- 
ings, and to baniſhment from God's favour and pre- 
ſence tò all eternity? {$3} 30- 8 
Zadly, Your wants. Are ye not poor beggarly fin- 
ners, full of wants and neceſſities ? In us dwells no good 
thing. Do you want the Bread of life, the Balm of 
Gilead, pardon of ſin, peace with God, deliverance 
from wrath, a new nature, a ſoft heart? Do you want 
eye-ſalve, white raiment, gold tried in the fire? Do ye 
want faith, love, repentance, wittory over luſts # 8c, 
And have ye not matter for prayer and ſupplication ? 
Have ye not temporal wants to lay before God? ye 
can tell them to your friends, and complain to them, 
ö Boo 7 "5-35 on BN. 
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tho they afford you little help; oùght ye not far rater 
go to God with them, who is both able and willing to 

- help? Do you want health to your bodies, bread to 
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your families, proviſion for your children, a bleſſing 


on your labours? Then ſeek them from God: The 
ravens cry to him, and he bears them; how much more 
will he hear you? Ef qt | | 


Athly, Your mercies. God daily loads you with his 
mercies, they are new to you every morning: It is of 
the Lord's mercies, that your houſes are not conſumed 


with fire in the night, and ye buried in the ruins there- 


of; that ſudden death doth not ſmite your children, 
ſervants, cattle, or relations; that you waken in ſafety 
every morning, and not in everlaſting flames. Doth 
not the Lord ſet a hedge about you, and all that you 


have, and preſerve you from devils, enemies, and ma- 


nifold dangers; give you health and ſtrength, bleſs the. 
work of your hands, cover a table for you, and rain 
Manna about your tents ? And haye you not plenty of 
matter for thanſgiving ? Yea, he hath contrived a way 
to ſave you, ſent his Son to redeem you; makes preſ- 
ſing offers of his falvation, and waits patiently for your 
repentance. Now, if you think on theſe mercies, can 


you want words in prayer to bleſs God for them? 1 
Hy then, remember your ſins, miſeries, wants and mer- 


cies, and ye will never be ſcarce of matter for prayer. 
Object. III. «AV e have not confidence to pray before 


Anſ. 1%, Mind what Chriſt ſaith, They that are a. 


ſhamed of him before men, he will be aſhamed of them 


before his Father in heaven. | 1 
24ly, Many are aſhamed to pray before others, who 
are not aſhamed to fin, curſe, ſwear, drink drunk, and 

z34ly, Why ſhould you be aſhamed to pray before 
your own family, theſe you conſtantly converſe with, 
and of whom you have the command? Will you have 


confidence to plead this frivolous excuſe, at the dax 
of judgment ? | 


But, laftly, You will not plead ſuch excuſes in things 
Fp. ĩ relating 


— 


— 


* * 


relating to the i diy. If your children the: family were 


ſtarving for want of best ye would neither — - 


words nor confidence to make known your caſe to a 
rich friend; if you were mortally ſick or wounded, 
ou would freely tell your caſe- to a phyſician; if 7e 


were drowning, ye would call aloud for help: And 


now, when ye and your families are ready to periſn in 
your ſins, will ye not make known your caſe to God, 


and cry with the diſciples, Lord ſave us, or elſe we 
periſh» The eemmon beggars, that go from door to 


vo will riſe up againſt you; they think no ſhame to 
cry at the rich man's door, hear them who will; they 


want not words enough, ye need not teach chem what 


to ſay; their pinched bowels make them both eloquent 


and importunate; they weary not to ſtand and cry, 
| tho' they be but expecting a ſmall morſal: And ſhall 


we, whoſe needs are far 2 whoſe expectations 


are far higher, want words or confidence to cry and 


knock hat God's door, fince he declares that our im- 


portunity is nowiſe a trouble but a pleaſure to him? 


Are not everlaſting life, and deliverance from hell, 
worth the ſeeking? Shall men do more for the welfare . 
of their dying bodies, than we for che ſalvation of our : 


immortal ſouls ? 


Object. V. We have not time to ſpare for fannie ö 


0 worſhip, our labour is ſo great, and buſineſs ſo 
„ throng.” | 


Anſ. Iſt, Is not the worſhip and 1 of God the | 


greateſt buſineſs you have to do 5 the world? All o- 
ther things are trifles in refpe& of his. 54! a0 

2dly,” Better want time for ſleeping, for eating, or 
any thing, than want time for this, Which 18 Hr: more 
neceſſary than any thing elſe. 


34ly, God, in his providence, may ſoon caſt reater 


hindrances in the way of Fen worldly bufineſs than 


be: He may. ſend feyers - 
among children and ſervants, that will ſtop your labour 


this, as ye ſuppoſe,” woul 


much longer than a little time ſpent daily in family- 
worſhip would do. When fickneſs or death comes, 
they will not be put off by telling that you have no 


time for your labour to be Wr no, ye muſt find time 
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to be ſick and ly on beds, tho” it were in the throng 
of harveſt. And muſt ye, whether ye will or no, 
find time to be fick and die; and will you find no time 
to pray with your families, in order to prepare you 
and tllem for ſickneſs and death? And further, it 1s 
Kkely, that, if ye prayed more in your families, your 
labour would be leſs ſtopt by ſickneſs and other troubles ; 


uſineſs; and, whatever they were, you might expect 


they would be ſanctified. Family-prayer would be a 


ſweet vent and eaſe to the mind, under all family-cares 
and ankieties. | 


Athiy, Family-prayer will not hinder your buſineſs, 


tho in the throng of harveſt. What ſtop would it be 


to your work, to be every morning and evening a 
quarter of an hour upon your knees with your family? 
Nay, is would further it, and procur a bleſſing on the 


work of your hands. And I have obſerved, that, in 
_ theſe parts of the nation where hushandmen and tradeſ- 


men take time for-family-worthip, they are in a more 
flouriſhing condition in worldly things, than in thoſe 


arts where it is neglected. Remember, that all the 


ucceſs of your labour depends on the ſpecial bleſſing 


and providence of God, and there is no way more 
likely to obtain this than family- prayer. If God vouch- 


ſaſe not bis bleſſing, your labour will be labour in vain, 
Pſal. cxxvii. 1, 2. How ſoon may God blaſt all the la- 
bours of prayerleſs perſons? 

- zthly, Whatever you pretend from want of time 


on week-days to excufe you from family-worſhip; 


t there is no ſhadow for this objection upon the 
| th-day, in which you have no other buſineſs but 
to ſerve and worſhip God. He is gracioully pleaſed to 
free you this day from your labour, that ye may apply 


yourſelves intirely to his worſhip without diftraction. 
ye that are ſtraitned for time thro' the week for 


family and ſecret prayer,. be buſy on the Lord's day 
In the performance thereof, and be thankful to God 
for allowing you this day for theſe exerciſes. 


In the name then of the great God, who hath foun- 
dea families, and ic the God of alf rhe families of Iſrael ; 
N 6 1 


* : 
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you ſhould have fewer croſſes and perplexities in your 
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dn the Lord's Day: 123 
and in the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, in whom. onh 
" the families of the earth can be bleſſed; I beſeech an 
obteſt all you that are maſters of families, to honeur 
the Creator and Redeemer of the world in your families; 
erect him a family- altar, and dedicate your houſes 
to be temples for the worſhip of God. Perform this 
duty conſcientiouſly every day, but more eſpecially 
upon the Lord's day; let your family-ſacrifices Abs : 
be doubled. I ſhall add ſome more motives to it. 
I. This is the way to procure you all ſorts of fa- 
mily- bleſſings, Would you have God to build your 
houſes, bleſs your ſubſtance, dwell in your families, 
and be a guard to them night and day? Would Je have 
Four relations comfortable, your affairs ſucceſsful, and 
your enjoyments ſweet ? Then ſet up, and keep up fa- 
mily-worſhip, make your houſes little churches, .. 
© 1ft, You may expect A WG Nga If you, by 
family-prayer, lodge your families ander the ſhadow of 
the Almighty, you need not be afraid of terrors that fly. 
by night or by day; for you are under the tuition of him 
that ketps Iſrael, who neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps, Praying 
families are preſerved from many more evils aud miſ- 
chiefs than they are aware of; ſometimes divine pro- 
vidence makes a viſible diſtinction between them and 
"others. I have read of a little town in the canton of 
Bern in Switzerland, conſiſting of 90 houſes, that in 
the year 1584 was all deſtroyed by an earthquake, ex- 
cept the half of one houſe, where the maſter of it with 
ais family were at the time on their knees at family» 
prayer. This is a noble pillar for ſupporting your 
1 . El | | 
zal, You may expect family-proviſiun; Your bread 
ſhall be given you, and your water ſhall, be ſure; you 
all dwell in the land, and verily have food. God 
feeds the ravens that cry to him, and will he nat much 
more feed Chriſtian families that cry, Lord,, give us 
this day our daily bread? O poor tradſmen, who can 
hardly get your credit kept and families maintained: O 
poor tenants, Who can ſcarcely get. your farms paid and 
children provided for, by all your ſore toil and labour; 
will you try familly-prayer fincerely ? I date fay, that — 
e | | COR” Tor. 
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' 3ly, Yon will have the more comfort and ſatisfaction 


in your family-relations; this is the way to keep up 


your authority 28 them, and to procure you more 


mterefſftt. 


II. Family-worſhip is an excellent mean to advance 
religion and reformation through the whole land. If 
every one would begin with his own family, reform 
It, and plant piety therein, what happy cities and pari- . 


ſhes would we ſoon have? If you would recover de- 


caying picty in the land, and baniſh curſing, ſwearing, 


drankennefs, Sabbath-breaking, &c, out of the town. and 


pariſh where you live, then begin with your owi fa- 
mity ; ſet up prayer and religion therein. Satan and 


vice will not dwell contentedly beſide prayer. The 
way to make a clean ſtreet is, for every houſe to ſweep 


before their own door. RON families are excellent * 
ſeminaries of piety. Do 


nurſeries to the church, an 
you with then to ſee religion flouriſh, and reformation 
carried on? and do you deſire to be inſtrumental there- 
in? theft worſhip God, promote piety in your own 


family: Your example might influence your neighbours 


about you to the kke; it would excite you children 


and ſervants to ſecret prayer; and, when they come 

to get families of their own, they will readily do as 

 ..& you dp, and fo will their. children and ſervants 
SY pu ® 3 | a 3 After 


Tord, who bleſſed the bouſe of Obed-edom, and all that 
pertained to him, becauſe of the arb lof God which he 
aged, will from that day forth bleſs you, proſper the 
Work of your hands, and make your affairs more ſuc- 
_  cefsfut: It will not hinder your labours, but procure 
à bleſſing on them. I ſay then, make a fair trial, and 
I hope in a little time you ſhall find a ſenſible change 
in your affairs. Some have obſerved this in their ex- 


Ik a maſter of a family exert his 
authority to bring thoſe under his charge to attend fa- 

 mily-worthip, he will find them more obſervant of 
his other commands ; children would be more obedient, 
And fervants more faithful; the fear of that God, whom 
they daily worſhip, with you, would be an aw-band- 
upon them, to do their duty to you, and act for your 


J v in 0 id i af 


dnn the Lord's Da. 1 A | 
after them: And thus you will be inſtruments of 1 
handing down. religion to the ring generation, and ü 
for turning many unto righteouſneſs. O if God would 
perſwade the hearts of people, both in town and coun- 
try, to ſet about family-worſhip, how ſoon would = 
religion put on another face? The ſtreets and fields 1 
would not be ſo thronged with old and young on the a 
Sabbath, people walking and diſcourſing idly, and boys 10000 
Playing and ſporting themſelyes; the church would be Wi 
etter. frequented, and people more attentive and de- 
vout in time of ſermon, and publick worthip. Fami- 


iy-worſhip alſo is a notable help to prepare us for pub- _ 
lick worſhip and the right obſervation of the Sabbath. = nt 
But the domeſtick ſanctiſication of the Sabbath, en- 1 
- joined by the fourth command, includes moe duties 


than prayer, reading the word, and ſinging of pſalms in 
families: And fo I come to ſpeak of others. | 
A ſecond demeflick'DUTY on the Sabbath, is family- 

catechiſing and inſtruction, I ID 


Maſters of families are bound to inſtruct and teach 
kheſe under their charge, viz. their children and ſer- 


vants, in all things neceſſary to ſalvation. Vea, they og 
are bound, not only to infiructi them in the kzowledge 1 
of the principles, but alſo to enjoin them the perfor- 111 
mance of the. duties of the Chriſtian religion, and to "7" IJ 


admoniſh and reprove them for the neglect thereof. 
The neceſſity of this duty may be proven by many 
arguments. 1 WK "Od 
Iſt, From the law of nature, that binds us to do what 
we can to promote the welfare and happineſs of our 
children and famikes, and help them, when in miſery 
and diſtreſs. Children are a part of the parents wrapt 
up in another skin; and therefore parents ſhould do 
for them, as for themſelyes. Tis not enough that ye 
provide for their bodies; for the very birds and beaſts by 
do this, nay,even the ſea-monſters draw out the breaſt, nei 
and give ſuck to their young ones, Lam. iv. 3. but yon 
ought to provide foꝝ their ſouls, which are their better 
part, yea, a thouſand times more precious than their — VR 
: Ee” bodies, 1 
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bodies. You would think it barbarons cruelty in a 


parent to ſuffer his child or ſervant to ſtarve for want 


of bodily food; O but it is far more cruel, to ſuffer | 


their precious ſouls to periſh and ftarve for want o 


piritual focd, or neceſſary inſtructions. = | TM 
24ly, From the clear light of God's word, that binds 
this on maſters of fachilles as a duty. We ſee, the 
fourth command obligeth maſters to be anſwerable for 
their children and ſervants, touching the ſanctification of 
the Sabbath, and the ſervice of God on that day; which 
certainly imports their inſtructing of them in their duty. 
The Lord commits their ſouls to their care, and they 
muſt account for them to him. When God gives any of 
you a child, he charges you, as Pharaoh's daughter did 
 Aoſes his mother, Exod. ii. 9. Take this child, and nurſe 
# for me; and I will give thee thy wages : Or, as the 


\ 


bt prophet faid to the king, | 1 Kings xx. 39. Keep this 


man; if by any means he be miſſing, thy life ſpall go for 


Lis life. If this child or this ſervant periſh in his fins or 


ignorance thro' your neglect, his blood will Irequire at 

your hands. Nay, we have expreſs ſcripture precepts 
binding you to this duty; read Deut. vi. 6, 7. Prov. 
xxii. 6. Eph. vi. 4. Alſo, we have the Examples of the 


faints, who were careful in performing this duty. God 
takes ſpecial notice of it in Abraham, to his everlaſting 
commendation, Gen. xviii, 19. I know him, mat he will 


tommand his children, and his houſhold after him; and 
Jhey ſoall keep the way of the Lord, &c. It was David's 
ractice, Pſal. xxxiv. 11. Prov. iv. 3, 4. and alſo Hexe- 
k1ah's, Iſa. xxxviii. 19. 5 
_ Zdaly, You are concerned, in common juſtice, to in- 
ſtruct your children, that ye may, ſo far as lieth in you, 
repair the injury done them, by your conveying origi- 
nal corruption to them. Has God provided a cure for 
them in the goſpel, and will ye not do ſo much as ſhew 
it to them? If you had raſhly given a wound to any 


[+ of their bodies, would ye not in haſte provide a cure, 
bor ſend for a phyſician? and will ye do nothing for 


their ſouls, that are dying of the wounds of fin given 
them by you? 4. e 
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- 4tbly, It doth highly contribute to advance Chiift's 
kingdom in the world, to train up a ſeed for his ſervice. 
This is likely to prove a more ſucceſsful mean of refor- 
mation, than any other that can be uſed, either by magi- 
Firates or miniſters, laws, or ſermans. Therefore, as 1 
Pharaoh ſought to deſtroy the 1jraelztes, by killing their 
young ones; ſo Satan, who 1s filled with ſpite againſt i 
the kingdom of Chriſt, knows there are no ſuch come 
pendious ways to ruin it, as by perverting youth, and 
ſuppreſſing family-rehgion : This is a blow at the root, 
which 'cauſes him to employ all his power and policy 
JJ... 942% 5A 1 fel, z 
FJIthly, It is alſo very much for your own intereſt and 
eomfort, to inſtruct families in theiknowledge of Chriſt, 
and ways of religion. Ve may expect, that your 
children and ſervants will prove dutiful to you. Well 
educated children will take care of their parents in 
time of old age, fickneſs or poverty; whereas theſe, 
that are not ſo, often neglect their parents in the fore- 
ſaid cafes, or with them Jon If you conſcientiouſly 
inſtruct your children and ſervants, God will reward 
you for it, even in this Life. Abraham, as we heard, 
made conſcience of it; and God bleſſed him with a 
dutiful ſon Iſaac, and a faithful ſervant, -Eliezer ff my 
Damaſcus. What an unparalleled inſtance have we f 
Iſaac's profound obedience to his father's commands, 
in ſubmitting patiently to bear the wood, yea, to be ll 
bound, and laid upon, the altar to be ſacrificed? And. 
what a wiſe and faithful ſervant was the ſteward of hi =o 
houſe, Eliexer, whom he truſted with all he had, and 
with the great concern of his ſon's marriage, which he 
managed with great prudence and integrity, and prayed 
earneſtly for the good ſucceſs of it? So that, if ye ſow 11 
the ſeeds of piety in children and ſervants, yourſelves 
ſhall reap the fruit thereof, even in this world. 1 
Again, it will be very comfortable to you on a death- 
bed, to leave a religious praying family behind you. | 
What tho' you leave your wife and children poor? 1 
yet, if you leave them praying, God will provide fort 
them while here, and ye fhall ſhortly have a joyfu! ü 
meeting with them in heaven. Your children _ | 
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-will-ri/e. up and call you bleſſed; they will praiſe you, 
and follow your' pious expample: And as you took 
care to — down religion to them, ſo will they do 
to their children and ſervants, when they come to get 
families; and, when you are bleſſing God in heaven, 
they will be bleſſing God for you on earth. Nay, they 
will meet you at ajudgment-ſcat with bleſſings in their 
-mouths: Your-children - will bleſs God-that ever they 
had fuch parents; your ſervants” will bleſs him that 
ever they had ſuch maſters, that ever they. ſaw your 
faces, or came under your roof. It has been known, 


that many, at a dying hour, have bleſſed God, for 


Aetermining their lot to fall into ſuch and ſuch religious 
families, where firſt they became acquainted with Chrift 


and religion. Wu 


WA et domeſtick DUTY on the Lord's day FT) godly | 


conference, 


to ſpeak our own worels; and conſequently we ought 
to tpeak religious words, and entertain ſpiritual dif- 
cCourſe, when we are together, concerning Chriſt and 
heaven; or about the ſermons we have heard, telling 


one another what we remember thereof, and that 


which did moſtly edify us. tet 
_ Godly conference is well-pleaſing to God; he notices 
and records all the good words his people do ſpeak, 


Mal. iii. 16. When the two diſciples going to Emmaus 


were about this exerciſe on the Lord's day, Chriſt 15 
fo well-pleaſed, that he comes to them, and makes 
the third man; he entertains them with heavenly diſ- 
courſe, and opens their underſtandings to know the ſcrip- 


tures, We ſee, when Elijah is ſo employed with Eliſha, 


2 Kings ii. 1 1. heistaken up, and tranſported gloriouſly 
into heaven. This is a heavenly exerciſe, and. the 
employment of the glorified in heaven: It was Chriſt's 
work, when he was transfigured on mount Tabor, 
and met with Moſes and Elias; he conferred with 


courſe ! 


, — 
——ͤ 2 CART 


According to 7/a. will. 13. we ought not” this day 


them upon the bleſſed ſubject of his death and ſufferings. 
© how holy and fruitful was Chriſt always in his dif- 


on the Lord's Pay. 


conferred with the woman at the well of Samaria, 
concerning the water of that well, John iv. he quickly 
drew her from ordinary water to the water of life. 
And, when eating bread inthe Phariſee's houſe on the 
Sabbath-day, Luke xiv. he diſcourſed of eating bread 
in God's kingdom, So let all the diſciples of Chriſt, on 
this day, imitate his example: See that your ſpeech be 


feaſoned with grace, and your lips like thoſe of the 


righteous that feed many. Speak much this day to the 


commendation of Chriſt, and invite others to acquain= 


tance with him; and, when you ſee it for edification, 
communicate the experiences you have had of his love 


Come here, all ye that feat God, and I will tell what 


he hath done for my ſoul, Pſal. Ixvii and thus one live- 
coal will help to kindle another. 


Upon this day of holy reſt, Chriſtians ſhould be oft 
thinking and ſpeaking of the everlaſting reſt above, 


and conferring together of the way to it, and their 


meeting there. Do you believe you are going to that 
reſt, and yet never ſpeak of it? If two or three of 
you had entred into an agreement to go to America, 


and ſcek the golden mines which are there, would ye 


never be ſpeaking of that country, or deſirous to hear 
of it before your going? O Chriſtians! are ye ſhort» 


ly to be caught up together in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air, and ſo to be for ever with the Lord? © 


and will you not comfort one another with theſe words? 
according to 1 Theſſ. iv. 17, 18. It hath likewiſe been 
the practice in many places, when religion comes to 
be in eſteem, for young perſons to meet together in 


the evening of Lord's days for godly conference upon 


ſpiritual ſubjects or the ſermons they have heard, and 
for prayer and praiſes to their mutual edification. And 
it is always obſerved, that ſuch religious meetings on 
| Sabbaths or week-days are ſet-up in pariſhes where 
the goſpel begins to thrive, juſt as; naturally as birds 


1 nging 6 ird, Cant. Aue And the: { 
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courſe! His lips dropt as the hony-comb, and his tongue © 
was as choice ſilver. He ſpiritualized earthly things, 
and turned them into heavenly inſtructions; when he 
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430 Of the Duties vequiffte © 
good ground and warrant for ſuch meetings, Mal. 7 
Ui. 16. Pſal. Ixvi. 16. Pſal. cxix. 63. Jer. Xxifi. 35. 
iv. 10. | 12 | 1 Ade 1 75 911 [38 298 W n 12 pry” 
fourth domeſtich DU T V on the Sabbath is a holy 
| care in maſters of families to reſtrain all profanation 7 
„ the day by children and ſervants, or any within 3 


their gates. 


The fourth command expreſſy requires this. Tho® s 

you be Hot magiſtrates, yet God has clothed you, who _ Pp 

are heads of families, with power and authority in your 

families, to ſee to the honour of this day: Uſe it then he 

for God, as ye will be anſwerable. Let none under 

your charge profane this holy day, by working, ſport- of 
ing or playing; or by idleneſs, or neglect of the duties 
of the day. See that they duly attend publick ordi- 

nances and family-worſhip; ſuffer them not to abſent 


- 


WW 82}"| therefrom © 30 eee eee ie a 
R O maſters of families, concur frankly with the mi- 3 
niſter of the: paviſh, to ſuppreſs the abuſes of this day; h. 
you will ſee them, and ew of them, when mini- * 
) ſters cannot; Teſtify againft them in your ſtations, 
and this will make the miniffers-work the more eafy, | 6 
O what a ſad e thing is it in many places, to ſee mini- Ag 
fters left to fight againſt fin, alone, without having one 
to join with them, or once open à mouth againſt it! 
Hence it is, that many are turned impudent in finning, 
particularly in Sabbath- breaking, and value not a mini- 
ſter's rebuke. Alas! have ye neither love to God nor 
your neighbours ſouls? have ye no concern for God's 
Slory, nor grief to ſee him diſnonoured? have you 
i no charity to yeur near relations, no love to your own brin 
1 children, no concern for your fervants or neareſt ke | 
1 neighbours, no defire to keep them from falling into oy 
1 _ everlaſting burmings; that you will not fpeak one word : 
an to prevent it, or warn them of their hazard ? 
14 Let nome ſay, with eurſed Cain, Am I my brother's Wha 
} keeper * For God requires you to be doing good to all 
en Auk terre Sine e. n I 
on 3 25 . 1 
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And the fourth command expreſly makes you a26e- 
countable for all within your gates 
Object. ] Have ſtubborn ſervants, that will not be 


Anſw. 1. You ſhould be more careful in the choice 


prayers alſo, as did godly 


to cauſe them help their faults? And, were you in as 


or the Sabbath. - 137 


« reſtrained by my admonitions or reproofs.” 


of the members of your family, and particularly. of 
your ſervants, ſince God gives you a free choice in 1 
this matter. Confider David's care therein, P/al. ci. Wo 
6, 7. Mine eyes ſhail be upon the faithful of the land. 
that they may duell with me: He that walketh in aK 
perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me. He that worketh de- 
ceit, hall not dwell within my houſe; he that telleth _ 1 
lies, ſhall not tarry in my ſight. Do you think that 
he, or ſhe, is fit for your ſervice, that cares not for 
God's ſervice ? Can you expect a bleſſing on the work 
of their hands, who are enemies to God? A godly ſer- 
vant (tho J confeſs he is rare enough to be found) 
is a greater bleſſing than many think; he not only 
works for his maſter with his hands, but with his 
7 Eliezer, Gen. xxiv. 12. and 

to be ſure he did his maſter Abraham as good fervice 

by his prayers as by his prudence. „ 
But, 2. If it be your lot to be concerned with ſtub⸗ 
born and diſobedient ſervants, let them know that 
you have authority from God, to oblige them to keep 
the Sabbath, by attending ordinances in publick and 
private, and to reſtrain them from profaning this day; 
and, if they will not be reclaimed, to expel them from 
your houſe: If they negle& or miſmanage your work, 
would ye not uſe your power and authority with them, 


good earneſt for God's ſervice on the Sabbath, as for 
your own upon week-days, I am perſwaded ye might 
bring your children and ſervants to ſerve God, and 
keep his day, far better than they do. | 


-— QUESTION II. 


— 


What are the ſecres duties requiſite upon the Lord's days, + _ 


kb beg enough that we worſip God 
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cConjunction with others, whether in the congregation 
or in families: The right ſanctification of the Sabbath : 
1:4 includes! ſegret duties alſo, ſuch as prayer, reading, 8 
1 meditation, c. That religion is not true, which is Þ 
all viſible: to the world; for the life of religion lies in . 
1 


* Se 


the ſecret intercourſes which are betwixt God and the 
ſoul, that the eyes of men do not penetrate into. 
Secret duties are the beſt trial of our ſincerity; the 


„ Lord, that ſeeth in ſecret, takes ſpecial notice of them, p 
' and, if duly performed, he will openly reward them. e 
Let us therefore make conſcience of them, and that 
8 eſpecially upon God's holy day, which is entirely ſet. - 
x apart for holy duties: And labour to time duties ſo 2 
13 this day, as one duty may not juſtle out another. As "= of 
\s you. muſt. not let family-duties interfere with publick 7 
. Auties; ſo you muſt take care that ſecret duties do not 7 
1 | interfere with family ones. But more particularly, : 
= x}, Secret prayer is a duty neceſlary on the Lord's 4 
. day, both for preparing us to attend the publiek ordi- 4 
4 nances, and for improving and reaping benefit by them I 
F afterwards. I do not mean, that this duty is to be a 
. confined to the Sabbath only: No; it is neceſſary every 405 
day, according to David's example, Pſal. Iv. 17. but 0 
Lf that it is eſpecially requiſite as a part of the worſhip - 0 
13 of this day. Prayer is ſo neceſſary, that it is put for * 
(| the whole worſhip of God, Acts ii. 21. It is the 
| character of a converted ſoul, Behold, he prays, Acts C 
ix. LI. but it is the mark of an atheiſt, that he calls | . 4 
344 not upon God, Pal. xiv. And, in a ſpecial manner. © 
1 ſecret prayer is what every carnal man hath an averſion t 
| ö to. The devil can allow men their chufch-prayers, t 
| their family-prayers ; but, for cloſet-prayers, he can- * 
=: not away with, eſpecially when they are frequent a 
7 and conſtant; becauſe, they are too much an argu- | . 
1 ment of ſincerity. A hypocrite takes no delight in We 
. ſecret prayer, nor in any duty but what is ſeen of men. 
= and will gain him a name. But, reader, if thou art 4 
'Y ſincere, thou wilt conſider that God's eye is upon thee 1 
in private, as well as in publick; and therefore wilt 18 
ſeek to approve thyſelf to God in ſecret duties, as well | h 
as publick.. As ſecret prayer was our Saviour's conſtant t 
d / -. Preence 
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2 actice while on earth, ſo it was his ſpecial injuncti- 


on to all his followers, Matth. vi. 6. You need not 
fear that your ſecret prayers will be forgotten: No; 
God is everywhere; he has an ear to hear your ſecret 
grones, and an eye to ſee your ſecret tears: Vea, he 
as a bottle to preſerve them, ſo as à drop of them 
In our ſecret addreſſes, which are more ſtated and 
ſolemn, let us carefully remember the three parts of 
prayer, confeſſion, petition, and r Let us 
confeſs the ſins we are guilty of, cry for the mercies 
we Want, and thank God for theſe we enjoy. Let us 
mind that this is not only a commanded duty, but our 
Aignity and privil, A What a honour is it for duſt 
and aſhes to be allowed acceſs to the great God; for 
a worm to ſpeak freely to its Creator; for a poor beg- 
gar to converſe familiarly with the King of heaven? 
O ſinner, would not all thy neighbours. envy thee, if 
thou wert ſo honoured by an earthly king? Be ex- 
horted then to value and make uſe of this 3 5 ry 
2 4iy, Conſider at what a dear rate Chriſt hath bought 
this freedom for us: How much did it coſt him to 
erect a throne of grace, to which we may repair with 
confidence? And, will not we make uſp of this pris 
Vilege with hang? 8 
Zaly, Conſider the profit of it: It is like the mer 
chant-ſhip, Prov. xxxi. 14. that brings our food from 


afar. By it we trade: with heaven, and bring down 
þ Chriſt's unſearchable riches: It is a key to open the 
: treaſure. of God's mercies to us in the morning, and 


to lock us up under Cod's protection at night. By it 
we prevail with God, skreen ourſelyes from wrath, 
and put Satan to flight. In a word, prayer is a key 
to heaven, a ſhield to the ſoul, a ſacrifice to God, and a 
- ſcourge to the devil. or Ate oo 
Athly, It is the way to make up and preſerve ac- 
quaintance with God, which will be of great uſe to you 
in the time of trouble, or at the hour of death: It 
3s no ſmall encouragement to you to addreſs one for 
help, with whom 1 have had long acquaintance and 
familiarity, and of whoſe kindneſs you have had fre- 
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quent experience. But, prayerleſs man, it will be a 


moſt melancholly caſe,” When you are going out of 


the world, to be put to cry to that God you have 
been an utter ſtranger to all your life; or to be forced 
to appear before that God you never loved, or de- 
Are converſe with; or to be fain to challenge ac- 
quaintance with him, Who will utterly diſclaim you, 


and ſay, Depart from me, I never knew you. But, O 
praying foul! that haſt acquaintance with God, death 


will have another view to thee; thou mayſt look on 
It, as Farob did on the Waggons ſent to carry him to 


his friend Joſeph, and ſay, Now Tam going to God, 


% hom I know; Lam going to meet with that Friend, 
& with whom I have had long acquaintance, to whom 


I have paid many a vißt, and with Whom 1 have 
had ſweet ſecret converſe, and whom I have longed 
to {ge, and who will embrace me in his arms, and 


„ welcome'me to glory“ 


57/0, Confider what a mercy it is, O man, that 


God is yet calling thee to prayer, and continuing thee 
in the land of prayer, when ſo many thouſands, as de- 
ſerving, are beyond prayer, and loſt for ever. O then 
pray now, while thou haſt time to pray, health to 
pray, helps to pray, and encouragement to pray. Read 


the gracious promiſes of lite and ſalvation to you if 
vou do it, Pſalm Ixix. 32. Rom. X. 13. Make this world 


a time for prayer, and the next ſhall be a ſeaſon for 


— 1 Poſt thou think to be faved without prayer? 
oſt thou expect to have thy life, without begging it 


at God's hands? O what oil will it add to thy flames 
in hell, when conſcience will tell thee, F thou hadſt 


prayed, thou hadſt not been there“ Well then, now 


thou haſt a ſeaſon for prayer but, remember, it will 


not always laſt: If you improve it not, expect that 


God will turn a deaf ear to you in the day of your 


calamity, at a deathbed, or a tribunal. Read, and 


"tremble at that word, Prov. 1. 26, 27, 28. God fays, 
He will not hear you when you cry: And, if he refuſe 
to hear you, then, who will hear you? Angels will 
not, faints will not, neareſt relations will not, hills and 

mountains will not: And, what a wretched, forlorn 
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and forſaken creature wilt thou be? There 1 
none to own thee” then, if thou acquiint not thyſelf 

it 
F 


with God by prayer now. - See the arifwer'the fooliſh. 
virgins got, When they came after the door was that, 

” Marth, xxv./See what en anfvver the nch men got. 

when he begged for a drop of cold water to cool hit: 

tongue, Luke xvi. Seek God, then, ' while he may be 1 
found; call on him while he is near Otherwiſe your - i 
late untimely cries will not be regarded.” 


L - »r 


Object. O, ſay ſome, we have not the gift of pray- 
„ oe © ot To I 
Anſw. I have ſaid enough in-anſwer'to'this a little 
before. I ſhall only add one word; Art thou a Chri- 
ſtian, O man, and canſt not pray? Thou mayſt as 

well ſay, thou art a ſcholar, hut canſt not read; à ſol- 

dier, but canſt not fight. Prayer is as eſſential to a 
true Chriſtian, as breath is to the body: Why? prayer 
is the very breathing of the ſoul to God. So it is 

called, Lam. ii.” 56. O man, have you nothing to 
ſay in prayer? then go to God, and tell him fo; ſit 
down on your knees, and ſay, Here a poor ignorant 
creature, that cannot pray; Lord, teach me to pray. 

The publican made a very ſhort prayer, Luke xvitl. 
God be merciful to me a ſinner; yet it was accepted, 
ſince it came from a humble heart. O! if your heart 
be broken, your words will be accepted, 'altho' they ' 
be broken and few, The fillieft beggar will find ſome- 
thing to ſay at your door, tho' he expect but a crumb; 
and, can you find nothing to ſay at God's door, when 

you have a ſoul to fave, a hell to ſhun, and Jeſus 
Chriſt and a kingdom in your view? 

Hut, beſides that ſort of ſecret prayer which is more 
ſtated and ſolemn, there is prayer that is more /ud- , 
den and ejaculatory, when we lift up our hearts to 
God with ſome ſhort petitions, on any occaſion or 

emergent. Ejaculatory prayers are uſeful every day, 
but you ſhould have them more frequent on the Sab- 
bath-day ; For, ſince on this day you muſt not think 

your oꝛun thoughts, or find your own pleaſures, heaven» ' 
ly breathings and pious ejaculations ſhould-ifſue forth 
continually ; Beſecking pardon for ſuch a fin, ſtrength + - 
Bf; 14k K’ 
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iy - againſt ſuch a luſt, victory over ſuch a tentation, ang | {| 
= grace to ſpend Sabbath-time ſuitably. Are you ,gou 8 
114 to the church, or ieturning from it? are you read- \. 

its Ing, hearing, communicating, praiſing, . or about any N 
1.38 Other duty? Be frequently making uſe of this kind of 4 
I. | Prayers particularly egin and end every duty with it; 7 
= look up before for aſſiſtance, and look up after it for N 
1 acceptance, and that infirmities in it, for Chriſt's ſake, 9 
1 may be pardoned. | Theile prayers of all others are d 
. the freeſt of diſtraction, they being put up and over „ 
1 before ever Satan be awakned to tempt us. As for 4 
14 other prayers, our preparations to them, tho' only by p 
5 the alteration of our poſture, give notice to Satan 25 
. what we are about to do; but ejaculatory prayers are I 
. ſo quickly darted up to God, chat they will be in d 
Tf | heaven before Satan can ſhoot any of his darts againſt 7 
1 us. They are uſeful to keep up communion with | 4 
- God in the intervals of other duties, and for keeping fe 
4 [| the heart in the fear of God all the day long. As the Pe 
8 prieſts under the -law were not only to offer up the tl 
4 morning and evening ſacrifice duly, but to keep the fire 1 
3h burning on the altar all the day; ſo we mult not ſatiſ- | at 
if 1 fy ourſelves with ſolemn and ſtated duties only, but fo 
WH ſhould ſtudy to keep in the fire always by holy thoughts m 
* | and ejaculations. Chriſt faith of the ſpouſe, that her [8 
4 F lips drop as the hony-comb, which is either ſtill drop- a 
IF Ping, or in a continual forwardneſs to drop. Some 0¹ 
1 . of God's people have more devotion this way in their | er 
Wt ſhops, than others have in their clofets; and while ne 
1 Walking in the ſtreets, or working in the fields, than ha 
. 17% others have when praying on their knees: They have an 
ſtricter communion with God this way at their com- ho 
mon tables, than others have at a communion-table.. pr 
| 5 5 Bi. 
A ſecond ſecret DUTY on the Lord's day is reading - | his 
e the ſcriptures, and other good books. 6: ea. 
1 * am 
This is a duty neceſſary every day, but eſpecially im 
on the Lord's day: It is the character of the bleſſed | th: 
man, that his delight is in the law of the Lord, and he all, 

meditates therein both day and night, Pal, i. This _ - | v0 

0 : 


e TT \- | 
be particularly verified of us on the Sabbath. Read the 
word, that you may be taught what to believe of God, 
\ what duties you owe to God, and what fins you are 
guilty of againſt him. Who can ſet forth the exce 
Fer and uſefulneſs of it? It is a glafs to diſcover our 
* ſpots, a lamp to guide us in the dark, a fire to warm 
Our cold affections, a magazine to ſupply us with ar- 
mour againſt our ſpiritual enemies. It is a phyſicł-gar- 
den wherein grow all ſorts of medicinal herbs. for oujr 
ſpiritual maladies; The promiſes are as fragrant | 
x ee or ſpices in this garden; believers take many _ 
Pleaſant walk among theſe beds of ſpices. It is an-ape- 
thecary's ſhop, out of which we may have eye-falve 
for our blindneſs, ſovereign cordials in all our ſoul- 
diſtreſſes. David found this to his ſweet experience, 
Pſal. cxix. 50. This is my comfort in my afftiction, for 
thy word hath quitkned me. Here are ſuitable cordials 
for all our various caſes, be it deſertion, temptation, 
poverty, ſickneſs, reproach, perſecution, &c. Here are 
the waters of the ſanctuary, for cleanſing us from dur 
Pollutions: Here is the heavenly rain, for making ſoft 
and tender our hard hearts. The ſcriptures are both 
Food and De to our ſouls; here is meat for ffrong 
men, and mill for babes. The two teſtaments (as 
| < Auguſtine ſaith) are the two breaſts which we muſt 
£ ſuck for ſpiritual nouriſhment.” And there is none 
of God's children that will call them dry breaſts or 
empty ciſterns; they have often afforded them ſtrength, 
nouriſhment, light, life and comfort ; O how highly 
have God's people in all ages prized God's holy word, 
and the liberty of reading . It hath been ſweet as. 
hony to their taſte. 1 have read of one, who being a 
N in a dark dungeon, when light was allowed 
Him for a ſhort time to take his meat, he would taxe 
his bible, and read a portion of it, ſaying, He could 
eat without light, but he could not read without it: I 
am perſwaded there is no better way in this world for 
improving the faculty of ſight, and benefit of light, 
than by reading the word of God. So far as time can 
allow you-upon the Sabbath, I judge it very profitable 
do xead other good books alſo, ſuch as our Confeſſion 
| : ; d 
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Saint indeed; Mead's Almoſt Chriſtian, the Treatiſes of 
Doolittle, Campbell and Henry upon the Sacrament, 
Rutherfoord's Letters, the Fulfilling of the Scriptures, 
ark Martyrology, Beard's Theatre of God's Judg- 
ments. Theſe and ſuch like books, next to the, koty 
bible, I recommend to the perufal of all private Chri- 
Mans, as being eaſy and plain to common capacities, 
and. ſome of the. moſt generally uſeful, inſtructing, 
 awakning, ſoul-ſearching and heart-warming pieces 
that I have ſeen among human . writings, . and which 
have been bleſſed to the edification of many thouſands. 


A. third ſecret DUTY on the Lord's day is medita- 
elan upon divine ſubjefts. g.. 
This duty is proper every day, much more on the 
Sabbath, which is fequeſtrate for divine employments. 
It is the character of the bleſſed man, that he medi- 
late in God's law day and night, Pſal. i. 2. It is an 
uſeful and neceſſary duty; it excites the affections, and 
quickens the graces; it ſtrengthens: faith, P/al. cxix. 
2. it nouriſheth hope, and inflames ourlove; deep 
_muſing makes the fire to burn. Meditation is a great 
help to every duty, Pſal. cxix. 59. It helps to read 
and hear the word aright, and to know the truths 
thereof practically; it helps to pray, and yields mat- 
Fer to the tongue, Pal. xlv. 1. it prompts us to con- 
feſs fin, and mourn for it, P/al. li. 3. 1 


Be perſwaded then to engage. your. hearts to this 


2 
4. 


neceſſary but much- neglected duty ; for, tho' it be 


moſt uſeful and profitable, yet I know no duty more 
Alighted and forgotten. The beſt of God's people have 
cauſe to lament this moſt bitterly before the Lord: 
Who can fay with David, P/al. cxix. 97. O how Hove 
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285 on the Lord's Day:: 436 
T thy law! it is my meditation all the day. As for the - 
generality of the world, they have no ſenſe of the ob- 
Tigation of this duty upon their ſpirits ; they live with- 
cout thinking, and that proves their ruin. O! if finners - 
would retire from ue, and ſpend ſome little tùme 
now and then in ſecret thinking, it would, thro", the 
blefling of God, work ſome change in them,. I re- 
member a paſſage I have fead of a dying father, that 
on his death-bed left it as a ſolemn charge upon his 
only ſon, Who was a great, prodigal, That he. ſhould 
| ſpend a quarter of an hour every day in retired thinking; 
and, to encourage him to undertake it, he gave him 
| liberty to chooſe any ſubject he pleaſed. The ſon thinks 
- ,this an eaſy task, and engages to do it; and according-- 
ly ſets himſelf to perform his promiſe: One day he 
thinks on his bypaſ# pleaſures, another day he contrives 
his future delights : After a while, he begins to reaſon 
with himſelf What was his father's deſign in laying this 
task upon him; at length he thinks his father was a 
wiſe anda good man, and therefore intended and hoped 
that, among the reſt of his meditations, he would ſome- 
time or other think of religion. When this had truly 
poſſeſt his thoughts, one thought and queſtion. comes 
upon the back of another, about his Spas life and 
future ſtate, that he could not contain himſelf in fo 
ſhort a confinement as a quarter of an hour, but was 
that night without fleep; yea, and afterwards could 


have no reſt till he became ſeriouſly. religious. Fe: 
O © careleſs finner, if you think it too much to ſpend 
a quarter of an hour every day, I would beg it of you 
to ſpend a quarter of an hour e in retired 
thinking upon ſome ſpiritual ſubject: Who knows 
what it might produce? Do you ſay that this is a hard 
task? will it not be far harder to ly in hell a hole 
eternity thinking on your bypaſt folly, when there is 
no femedy? G ſinner, will you periſh for want of 
FT. TOR hb Ca 
Be not ſcared at the difficulty of it; for tho” at. firſt 
this duty ſeem hard, and corrupt nature ſnew averſion 
to it, yet preſs your heart to it, erk e vou 
ſhall find it pleaſant; Tho it be difficult to climb this 
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will be ready to fay with Peter on the mount of 'tranf- 
figuration, It is good for ws zo be here. David found it 
fo, My meditation of. him ſhall be ſweet, Pal. civ. 34. 


find him! Yea, ſo ſweet did he find this auf, tha 
he ſpent whole days in it, Pſal. cxix. 97. and, 
the day had been too little, he borrows à part of the 


c good thoughts. 


to the duty, you would have leſs ground of complaint 
this way. 2dly, When your hearts are barren, there 
are two ſubjects you can never exhauſt: Fix your 
thoughts upon any one of them, viz. God's mercies 
to you, wa} cl fins againſt him. The pfalmiſt ac- 
knowledges them bot! 
plalm, al. XI. 5,12. 
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What. ſubjefts of meditation are moſt proper for the Sab- 
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if we had our eyes inlightned, and minds ſpirituall 


which is common, and manifeſted to you in his works b 
f creation and providence; and that which is ſpecialand | \ 
diſtinguiſhing, diſcovered to you above others. That this e 
is a ſuitable ſubject for the Sabbath, is clear to any c 
That reads the xcii. Pſalm, with its title. k 

1 


mount of meditation, yet, when once we get up, we f| 7. 


* 


e more we meditate on God, the ſweeter we will 


as if a1 
al 


night too, Pſal.Ixiii. 6, J 8 
Object. . Alas! ſome fay, our minds are barren of 


Anf. If, If you would accuſtom yourſelves more 
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em both to be innumerable, in the ſame 
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| Natural things may be ſpiritualized, ? and common 
things may afford us ground for ſpiritual inſtructions, 


exerciſed. But it is fit that on the Sabbatht we chuſe 30 


theſe ſubjects of meditation that are moſt edifying, and 7 


moſt ſuitable to the great ends of the day. In general, 7 
and upon eternity. But more particularly, 
I. Meditate upon the gaodneſs of God: Both that 


we ought this day to. think upon God, upon ourſelves, « 


%, Think upon his common goodneſs to us, _ 
- 68 . enteg 


208. Tal bo os. of 1 
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hath made the world a commodious habitation for us, 
arched it over With the beſpangled heavens, and floored: 
it with the ſolid earth. He hath ſet up great lights 
in it for our accommodation: He hath placed a taber- 
nacle for. the ſun, at a due diſtance from the earth 
and the upper heavens, to inlighten the ſtars, above, 
and enliven the, earth below. And, that we might 
neither be ſtarved with cold, nor; burnt up with heat, 
he gives us the clouds- as fans to skreen us from th 
ſcorching heat, and as ciſterns to water the parched 
round: He gives us the winds to purify the air, the 
ſea to be a pond for fiſh, the valleys to be granaries 
for corn, the mountains to be a treaſure of mineral, 
the rivers to be as veins to carry refreſhment to everx 
part of the earth. Let us admire both the goodneſs: 
and wiſdom of God diſplayed in his wonderful works, 
Pſal. civ. 24. O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in 
' wiſdom haſt. thou made them all: The earth is full of 
thy riches. The Pſalmiſt alſo ſaith, The heavens: declare 
the glory of God, Pfal. xix. 1. and indeed we may look 
up and read it, in theſe ſhining capital letters of ſun, 
moon and ſtars. His being is legible in their exiſtence; - 
his wiſdom in their frame; his power in their motion; 
his goodneſs in their uſefulneſs, and his faithfulneſs in 
their continuance. The book of nature, as well as the 
ſcriptures, ſhews much of God to us. This book 
« (as one faith) conſiſts of three leaves, heaven, earth, 
* and ſea; the creatures therein are as ſo many letters 
% whereby we may ſpell out the attributes of God: 
« Some whereof are capiral letters, and more legible- .- 
* than others. Man is a capital letter on earth, the 
* ſun in the heavens, and the whale in the ſea.” | 
Again, we ought to meditate upon his goodneſs 
manifeſted in his works of providence. He hath curiouſly 
formed us in the womb, and carefully watched over 
us therein. He preſerved us ſeveral months in that 
dark cell, without air or breath. He brought us ſafe. 
out/ of it, and preſently. thereafter provided. two. - 
bottles to ſuſtain us, and ever fince hath ſuccoured us 
in diſtreſs, reſcued us from danger, ſupplied. us in 
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Tz Of the Duties'requifſne 
wants; yea, he hath fed us at his Own table, and made 


us live upon his coſt, A#s xvii. 28. He hath given us 


all the creatures for our uſe and ſervice, yea, the moſt 
glorious df them; the angels are our miniſtring ſpirits, 


the lower heavens ſerve to give us breath, the middle 


- heavens to give us light and heat, and the higheſt hea- - 
vens afford us a dwelling-place. The ſu» ſhines, . the 
fire burns, the wind blows, and the water flows; nay, 
all the creatures are at work both day, and night, and 
all for the ſervice of a poor worm . ſix foot long. 


- If a friend give us our bread fora month or two, 


we think ourſelves ' much bound to him; but how 
much more beholden are we to God, who keeps an 
oOpßen free table for us all the days of the year, and all 
the years of our life, and even to us when enemies 
to him? Behold theſe who have their mouths opened 
wide) againſt God, he mercifully puts bread in their 


mouths. How great is God's goodneſs to us! and, 
how great is our ingratitude to him ! I know not which 
of them we ſhould moſt wonder at. God gives us 


peace, money, health and: v 2 2alth ; but, inſtead of ſer- 


ving him therewith, many offer them up in a ſacrifice 


to the devil and baſe luſts, according to Ho. ii. 8. 
God gives ſome folk frength, and they waſte it *. 
mong harlots; to others money, and they waſte it in 


drunkenneſs and prodigality ; to others power, and they 
wafte it in oppreſſion; to others hozour,, and they, 


abuſe it to pride and vain-glory. Many make uſe of 
the mercies of God as darts to ſhoot againſt the hea- 
vens; they pervert and miſapply them for diſho-, 
nouring God, wounding Chrift, and grieving the Spirit; 
for debauching their bodies, damning their ſouls, and 


daſhing both tables of the law in pieces before God's 


face. And yet, even while they are doing ſo, God 


is guarding them by his providence, and feeding them 


by his bounty. O that men would praiſe the Lord for 
bis goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to ſuch. 


undeſerving and ill-deſerving creatures! We oũght this 


day to triumph in the works of his hands, according 


10 Pſal. xcii. 4. and cry, Lord, what is man that thou 


art mindful of hime 
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ſuiſbing goodneſs to us beyond others, both with reſpeck 
to ſoul and body: He hath not dealt fo with any nation 
as with us. Both our national and perſonal mercies are 
fingular, and ought this day to be remembred by us. Hath 
not God delivered many of you from death, whenſome 
dangerous accident, or violent ſickneſs, was rn 
to break the fender twig of life, and to. let you fall 
into the grave, and into hell both at once? Hath he 


not mercifully recovered you, and given yqu further 
ſpace and place for repentancedgd̃ rodent 


Hath not God long preſerved this land from the 


famine, ſword and peſtilence, and ſuch deſtroying judg- 


ments as have been making havock in other nations 
about us, laying heaps upon heaps.? He hath mercifully 
removed that dearth and ſcarcity wherewith we were 
almoſt* conſumed ſome years ago, when the poor 


ſwooned in the ſtreets, and fainted in the high-ways - 


for want of bread. God hath ſecured our Hves, liber- 


ties and eſtates from rapine and violence, and length- 


ned out our peace and tranquillity, when other nations 
have been turned into a ſeat of war and fea of blood. 
Conſider the goodneſs of God to us this day, that 
we are not among the Jews or Pagans on earth, that 


never heard the news of Chriſt ; or among the damned 

in hell, who are beyond the reach of the offers of 
Chriſt. Let us alſo bleſs God, that we live not under te 
old teſtament times, but under the ae,; not under that 


darker and harſher diſpenſation of the covenant by 
Moſes, whoſe firſt miracle was the turning of water in- 


10 blood ; but under the clearer and ſweeter diſpenſa- 
tion of the Meſſiah, whoſe firſt miracle was the arn- 


ing of water into wine, that cheers the heart of man? 
and hath. mercifully freed us from the heavy yoke of 
levitical ſacrifices and ceremonies. e 
Let us alſo this day thankfully remember God's good- 


neſs, in delivering us from the yoke of antichriſtian 


tyranny, popery, idolatry, and perſecution, and fre- 
quently blaſting the helliſn plots and contrivances of 


our enemies againſt the goſpel and proteſtant religion, 
and preſerving us from being in vaded in our conſciences, 
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or cut off from the wells of ſalvation, and batted front, 
the ſprings of ordinances, and having our teachers mur- 
dered or driven into corners. Let us bleſs God, that 
we have the peaceable enjoyment of pure ordinances 
under the protection of proteſtant magiſtrates, and are 
allowed to ſerve God according to our conſciences, to 
read the bible in our own tongue, and examine the 


doctrines delivered: to us by this rule; and that we are 


not under the tyranny of bloody papiſts, forced to hide 
or burn our bibles, | to bow to ſtocks and ftones; or 


otherwiſe in hazard ourſelves to be burnt in fires, or 


baniſhed our native land. 
Let us bleſs God that we live in a land of light, 4 
valley of viſion, while others about us fit in darkneſs, 
and in the region of the ſhadow of death; and that he 
allows us ſuch rich goſpel-feaſts, while others are viſited 
with cleanneſs of teeth, and a fame of the word of 
God: That every Sabbath-day there is a free market 
of grace publickly proclaimed in our cars, whilſt others 
_ enj oy ſilent Sabbaths; yea, tho' we have lighted his 
- goodneſs, and lothed the manna and hony-comb, his 
' goodneſs is renewed and continued with us. Whae 
ſhall we render unto the Lord for all his A towards 
Ws? 


day is the work of man's redemption this day com. 
pleated by Chriſt's reſurrection. 
This is a ſubject the angels are ſtill prying into; 55 


ought not we much more, who are the perſons imme- 


diately concerned? Chriſt never teſtified ſuch love to 
them, he never forgave them one ſin, he never ſhed 


one drop of blood for them; and ſnall not we, for 
whom he poured out ſtreams of blood, and to whom 
he hath forgiven ten gare talents, be employed 1 2 


prying into this myſtery? _ 

1/t, Meditate upon the © ſpring of this work, God's 
infinite free love, that moved him to pity loſt mankind; 
and contrive a way to redeem him; when in the mean 
time he * aſſed by a world of fallen angels, who were 
the elder brothers by creation, had a more natural claim 


to che inheritance, and might have been far more fer- 
. ; yiceable 
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II. Another rabject of meditation upon the Lords 
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vided for them; there is not one devil ſpared, not one 


tures than Adam was. Chriſt took not on him the na- 
our Saviour. O glorious, incomprehenſible love! 


dom of angels, to find out a method how to ſatisfy 


- how to fave the life of the lau- breaker, and yet main- 


have ſaid, 0 Son of God, come make thyſelf a man, 


7 en 
K. 


on the Lord's Day.” 
is not one word of their redemption, no ſacrifice pro- 


of all the thouſands. of fallen angels recovered ; God 

reſently took vengeance on them, all: But O how did 

is bowels yearn, his heart pity, and his eye ſpare poor 
fallen man in his miſerable condition ! Indeed he drove 
Adam out of paradiſe, but it was a wonder he drove 
him not preſently out of the world into hell, where 
he had a little before plunged far more excellent crea- 


ture of angels, but he was content to clothe himſelf. 
with the rags of human fleſh, that he might become 


24ly, Think upon the wiſe contrivance of our re- 
demption. It would have eternally nonpluſſed the wiſe 


God's juſtice, and ſecure man's happineſs both at once: 


tain the honour of the Law-maker : But here's a way 
to do both, here's a device for reconciling juſtice and 
mercy, and fatisfying both their demands. Sin is ſe- 
verely puniſhed, as juſtice required; and yet the ſinner 
is pardoned, as mercy pleaded. It would never have 
entred the thoughts of angels, that God would have 
parted with his Son and their Lord, to die a curſed death + 
for vile worms; it would have been blaſphemy for any 

to have thought or ſpoken it. Tho' fallen man might 
have had the liberty to chuſe any way of redemption 
he pleaſed, he could never have propoſed this. In- 
deed, when he had been periſhing, he might have 
cried, O Son of God, have mercy on us; but who would 


come die a curſed death, come ſuffer hell's pains for mee 
This noble device bred only in the breaſt of the eter- 

nally wiſe God; for, had he waited till men or angels 
had deviſed a way for our redemption, we had been 
miſerable to all eternity. But what do I ſpeak! the 
wonders of man's redemption can never be told: Here's 
a large ſubject for meditation and admiration; that can 
never be exhauſted by may or angels to Wenne , 
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Let this work be the delight of our ſouls, eſpecially on | ke 


the Lord's day. O believers, think much this day upon | #/ 
the love of your Redeemer; remember what he hath bi 
done and ſuffered for you; conſider how much he hath W 
given and forgiven to you; view what he hath laid m 
out and laid up for you; think what he hath per form- 1 
ae ed and promiſed to you; and ſo you will not want „ ſe 
matter of meditation. | Uo Pe 
III. Another ſubject of meditation on the Lord's th 
day is our ſtate; and here we may take a view of n 
man's fourfold flare. 1ſt, What ne once was in a ſtate fa 
pdf innocency. zꝛdly, What he now is in a ſtate of za- | th 
ture. zdly, What he may be in a ftate of grace. F. 
4thly, What he thall be in a ſtate of glory. CR he 
O ſinner, retire this day and think on your miſery. al. 
If thou be yet in a ſtate of nature, thou are without to 

God and without Chriſt in the world, thou fleepeſtand I 

walkeſt in danger of hell; thou lieſt ſtill under the heavy th 
load of unpardoned guilt, there is not one of all the th 
numberleſs millions of your fins forgiven, and they N 
are heavier than ten thouſand milſtones hung about | fo 
= your neck; for every one of them hath the fearful be 


- curſes of the law hanging at them; and in the mean in 
time thou lieſt on the very brink of the fiery furnace,” ye 
like a man fleeping on the top of the maſt in time of in 
a ftorm ; there is but one ſtep betwixt thee and eternal th 
death, nothing but a rotten thread of life keeps thee cb 
from dropping into everlaſting burnings. Thou knoweſt y. 
not, when thou riſeſt in the morning, but ere night to 

thou mayſt make they bed in hell; and, when thou I 
heſt down, thou canſt not tell but thou ſhalt wake in W 
the flames; all the men in the world, nay all the an- be 

gels in heaven, cannot aſſure thee of the contrary. | fo 

O what a doleful condition is this, to be always in a til 
ſtate of damnation, not ſure to be one hour out of | gi 
hell! A ſerious meditation upon your natural. eſtate, 
O ſinner, might cauſe your heart of ſtone to tremble. 

But haſt thou any happineſs while thou art on this 
fide of hel]? No ſurely, for your beft worldly com- 
forts and enjoyments are accuſed to you; Thou art 
sued in the city, curſed in the field, curſed in/thy ba f- 


tet and thy flore; curſed in the ¶ of thy body, and in 
the fruit of thy ground, Deut. Wxviu. 15. Nay, every 
bit of bread thou eateſt, the curſe of God goes down. 
with it. All your bleſſings turn into curſes, and your 


mercies into judgments; your table is a ſnare to you, 


the word is the ſavour of death, and the ſacraments are 


ſeals of condemnation to you. The beſt actions you 
perform are but an abomination to God; they bring 
the more guilt upon your head, and treaſure up the 
more ꝛurath againſt you. Better you had periſhed in in- 


fancy than continue to live in a chriſtleſs ſtate; for, 


the longer you live, ſtill the more miſerable you are: 
For every day, every night, every hour you live, you 
heat the furnace hotter by your new actions, which are 

all fins, even the very beſt of them. O is this a ſtate 
to be continued in? Canſt thou ly down contented- 

ly to ſleep another night in this condition? God forbid 
that thou live and die in this ſtate; for, if thou doſty 
thou wilt riſe in the ſame condition at the laſt day. 
Nay, your ftate then will be more dreadful than ever, 


for then thou wilt ſee above thee the judge frowning, 


beneath thee hell gaping, within thee conſcience gnaw- 


ing, without thee the world burning; on the right hand 


your. fins accuſing, on the left hand the devils terrify- 
ing, the good angels keeping thee. out of heaven, and 
the evil angels pulling thee down to hell. O poor 

chriftleſs ſoul, continue to think on this ſubje& till 


your heart begin to melt, your eyes to weep, and your *' . 


tongue to cry, O what ſhall I do to be ſaved? O that 
I knew. where to find Chriſt! O to be found in him! I 


would give ten thouſand worlds to be ſure of this; it wild _ 4 1 
be terrible if death or a tribunal find me before 1 bs 


found in him. Is it not worth your while to ſpend ſome 
time upon this ſoul-concerning ſubject? Hath not God 
given you reaſon for this very end, and will you not 
exerciſe it? can you think to be faved otherwiſe ? Do 


| you expect that God will carry you to heaven like a 


ftone, or ſave you without or againſt thy will? Doth 
the world and your bodies deſerve to be remembred the 
whole day, or whole week or. year throughout? and _ 
&oth not God and your ſoul deſerve to be thought on 
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one day in the weeks 
not that you have nd 


Why fhould worldly things intrude 


God, your Father, 
things are yours. 


30, Whether willing or unwilling, all is one. There 
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48 Of the Duties requiſite 

or one hour of che day? Say 
Mare time for this work ; for, if 
you will ſpare none of your own time for it, I beſeech 


vou to ſpend God's time well this way. Is it not better 
to ſpend ſome part of the Sabbath in thinking upon 


your ſouls ſtate, than in thinking upon the world? Spi- 
ritual things, alas! trouble you little on week-days, and 
upon God's day ? 
 24ly, Think upon your happineſs, if you be in a 
ſtate of grace, and in Chriſt; you are delivered from 
fin's guilt, from Satan's fetters, from the law's curſes, 


from death's ſting, and hell's terror. Thou haſt now 


peace with God; Huſtice itfelf is thy friend; all thy 
enjoyments are ſweetned by Chriſt's love; all your af- 
flictions ſanctified by his blood. God himſelf is your 
your Friend, your Portion; yea, all 


- 


IV. Death is a proper fubject to be meditated upon 


on the Sabbath-day; for in the xcii. Pfalm, wherein 


the exerciſes of the Sabbath are deſcribed, God calls 


and teaches us to confider our latter end. | Firſt, the 
end of the workers of iniquity, who tha they ſpring 
up as graſs, and flourijh for à ſeaſon, ſhall yet in the 


end be deftroyed for ever, v. 7, 9. And again, the lat- 


ter end of the godly; whoſe horn, tho it be abaſed 


to the duft for a while, yet in the end ſhall be exalted. 
It is one principal work of miniſters this day, to be 


pProclaimers of mortality, and remembrancers of death, 
according to J/. xl. 6, 7, 8. So then it is our duty 
ever Sabbath to have ſerious thoughts of death. Think 


with yourfelves, What if this be the laſt Sabbath that 


ever I will ſee on earth? I may be called to die, before 
1 be called to hear another offer 


Y 


of Chriſt, Have I 
fitten the gofpel-fummons this Sabbath, to come and 


embrace Chrift, or to ſurrender my heart to him? 


What if I get a ſummons by death to come and ap- 
pear before him before the next Sabbath? [this I can- 
Not ſit. Death is a bold meſſenger, he cannot be de- 


forced; when he comes and takes a man by the throat, 


the proudeſt, ſtouteſt and ſtrongeſt in the world muſt 


Tre 


* 8 


en the Lord's Payr. 149 
h are many in the world, at the church, in health hi? _ 
er Sabbath, who will be on a death-bed or in eternity tage 
n the next; and, why may not I be one of them? _.. RR 
* Think ſeriouſly upon your latter end: Think, what 1 


d will be your caſe in a parting hour, where you will 
take up your lodging, whether in Abraham's boſom, 
a or in the devil's arms? © O what will be my thoughts, 
m when I am taking my. laſt look of husband, wife, 
s, © children and relations? What will be my cordial, 
wk © when the world fails, when friends are weeping © 
y ll © about my bed, when my ſenſes are loſing their of- 
if © fice, my heart and eye-ſtrings are breaking, and all 
ur turning dim and dark about me? O what if my, 
all © fleepy conſcience awake then, and my old buried 
I & fins revive and fall on me, to tear me in pieces?“ 
on! O what will chriſtleſs ſinners do in that hour, when 
ein there is but one ſingle ſtep betwixt their departing ſouls 
is and the ſtate of devils? O it is fearful to die in your 
he fins, as it is threatned, John viii. 24. H ye believe not 
ing bat 1 am be, ye ſhall die in your ſins? O better die 
he in a dungeon, among toads and ſerpents, than die in, 
at- your fins; for theſe are ſerpents that never leave ſting- | 
ſed ing, and will faſten ſo upon thee, as never to part with 
ed. tice again; they will go to the grave with thee as thy, 
be | companions, to a tribunal with thee as thy accuſers, 
th, and to hell with thee as thy tormentors. O it is terri- 
ble to die out of Chriſt, and without ſight of an inte- 
ink reſt in him; to make a leap in the dark over a bottom- 
hat leſs gulf, not knowing where your feet may light; or. 2 
ore to lanch into the great ocean of eternity, without fight —  *? 
e IJ of alanding place for your ſoul. O how will the poor 
ind | ſoul ſhrink back into the body in ſuch a caſe, when 
m2 | it begins to awaken out of its dream, and look out 
ap- into another world, ſaying, How ſhall I venture forth, 
an- here J ſee nothing but darkneſs and horrour, or a fam 
de. ing [word ready to meet mg ? W 
dat. Think upon the continual hazard you are in of death; 
ſt | its arrows are flying thick about you, and many are 
gere! falling ſlain on every hand of you; and God knows 
are but the next dart may hit thee: And what if thou bs 
unprepated, and-hell ou the pale horle? * = 
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WE Yv5o Of the Duties requifte © 
WE ' * Think upon the ſottiſh ſtupidity of many, who; 
mo they ſtand tottering day and nicht upon the brink 
boch of the grave and hell, yet gan ſpend whole weeks, 
pee months, without a ſerious thought of eternity: 
1 ea, in the houſe of mourning, and in the ſight of the 
dead, they can think, talk, jeſt and laugh, and never 
Have one grave thought or word about their latter end. 
Föooliſh finners are rightly compared to a company of 
blind men dancing about the mouth of a very deep 
- Pit, which they do not perceive, nor hear the grones 
e thoſe who fall to the bottom of it: Now and then 
one drops in, bur ſtill the reſt 3 the dance. This 


day a ſwearer dies, and tumbles into hell; the next a 
drunkard, the next a whoremonger : But ſtill their com- 
I Panions in fin go on in their mad career, till they drop 
3 m too. ; | as | | 
_ | Think what a fearful ſurprize death is to many care- 
: Jeſs ſinners; it lights upon them like a falcon out of 
- the air; they muſt flit, and they were not thinking on 
It; they have their lodging to ſeck, and they know not 
Where. O it is ſaid to be turned out of the clay-taber- 
nacle, and to be put to knock, and cry, Lodging, lodg- 
ing for God s- ſake; and yet get no other anſwer, but a 
frown, or, Depart from me, I know yon not ! What 
| Cauſe have we to pray, © Lord, let us not have our 
* work to do, when our day is done; our weapeons to 
* ſeek, when the enemy is at the gates; our oil to buy, 
Ven the market is ended, and the bridegroom come. 
Think alſo upon the happineſs of a dying believer, 
who can go forth half-way and meet death, and bid:it 
welcome, as a friend. Death ends his forrow, and 
begins his joy. It is an outlet to miſery, and an inlet 
to happineſs; it frees him of his greateſt grievance in 
the world, that is ſin. As fin was the womb that 
brought forth death, ſo death is the tomb that buries 
fn; thus God, in his wiſdom, cauſes the daughter to 
defiroy the mother: And hence it is, that death is put 
in the believer's inventary of goods, 1 Cor. iii. 22. 
8 8 is theirs. It is their Father's ſervant ſent to carry 
WEE them home to their Father's houſe; a palace all be- 
WE —  FTargled with light, where they ſhall fich no more, 
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more for ever. They 


on the Lord's Day? 15x 


and, which is infinitely better, where they ſhall ſin no 
7 hey ſhall be troubled no more with 
with an ill heart, nor a tempting devil; they ſhall com- 
lain no more of darkneſs, and diſtance from God; 
ut ſhall ſpend a whole eternity in praiſes, doxologies, 
hoſanna's and hallelujah's to God and the Lamb. Think 


on the bleſfed change, O believer, that death will make 


in thy. circumſtances ere long. It will tranſport thee 


from a cottage to a palace, from a wilderneſs to Ca- 
naan, from a ſtormy ſea to a fafe ſhore, from a vile 
dunghill to a glorious city, a city whoſe walls and 
foundations are of precious ſtones, its ſtreets of gold 
and its gates of pearl; whoſe light is the Lamb, an 


- Whoſe temple is God. Hafte thou not cauſe then ta 


love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has provided this ci 
for thee, and found out a way to it; who by his dea 
has unſting'd death, and by his blood has payed a way 
through its dark valley for thee to walk in, and fearno 


ill? O believer, fear not thogthe trance be ſomewhat 


= 


dark, the paſſage is ſafe, and the end is light; the day 
8 9 8 betwixt thee and home, tis but wink and fee 
God. 7 | ns 3 
Laſtiy, Think often how holily and ſpiritually you 
will wiſh 5 had ſpent this day, when you come to 
a deathbed, and death and eternity hegin to ſtare you 
cloſly in the face. You: will then begin to with, O 
that I had ſpent more of my time, and 1 of 
the Lord's day, in meditation and prayer! O if God 
woul try me again, how ſerious and diligent would! 
be! Conſider, on the other hand, what a pleaſant 
deathbed the righteous will have, who have ſpent the 
Sabbath religiouſly ! what ſatisfaction they will have in 


the review thereof! and what comfort in the proſpect 


E 
; : 


of an everlaſting Sabbath above, to which they are 
haſtning! They will be rejoicing when others about 
them are weeping; they will be ſmiling when their 
eye-ſtrings are breaking, and inward ſtrength failing, 


They will be longing to be with Chriſt, which is belt . 


of all. It was a choice ſaying of one near death, . My 
© head is in heaven, my heart is in heaven, it is but 
E one ſtep more and I ſhall be all in keayen,” And 
Wo” ooo 3 Ras 
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muſt not the latter end of ſuch be peaceable and le- 
fant? Many doubtleſs, with Balaam, would with to 


die their death, however ill they like their life; many 


like chat young man, who faid to his Jooſe companion 
(after they had viſited holy Ambroſe on his deathbed, 
and ſaw how cheerfully he was triumphing over ap- 
ProaChing death) O that I might live with thee, and 
die with Ambroſe! But it is vain to think to dine with 
Satan and luſts in this world, and hereafter to ſup 


with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the kingdom of hea- 


Ys Gal. vi. 7. | 
. Another ſubje& of meditation, on the Sabbath-day, 


is the ſaints everlaſting reſt and employment in heaven. 
You are called this day to have frequent thoughts of it, 


fince the Sabbath is an emblem thereof, and ſerves to 
keep us in mind of it. Take caie then, O believer, 


to ſpend every Sabbath in the view of heaven, and 


live every Sabbath as it were to be your laſt, and be- 
Have this day as one that believes you may be in hea- 


ven before the next Lord's day celebrating an eternal 
Sabbath. | 1 


Let your worſhip chis day below, put you in mind 
of that more perfect worſhip above, where you ſhall 


ſee him whom you worſhip, and enjoy immediate 
communion with him, O the difference betwixt that 


worſhip there, and ours here, is great! There is no 


wearineſs there in beholding God, no wandrings nor 


excurſions of the heart from God, no inclinations 


there to drouſineſs or fleep in worſhip, no dull or low 


conceptions of God, no deadneſs of heart or frame; 
their harps are never out of tune, their hearts are al- 


Ways up, and fit for the high praiſes of God. There | 


is no note lower, there, than Glory to God in the 
higheſt ; every faint ſings his hallelujahs on the higheſt 
key, and all of them join harmoniouſly in the work 


of praiſing God with one heart and ſoul. Are congre- 


gational aſſemblies of ſaints ſo pleafant on earth, eſpe- 


_ Cially when they jointly and mclodiouſly ſing God's 
Praiſe? O what will it be then, when they all meet 
—BÞOVE in that great general aſſembly of the church 5 
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' the firſt-born, together with the innumerable company f 
angels, and there with one heart and voice fing God's 
praiſes ? How raviſhing will it be, to hear that eternal = 
muſick of the bride-chamber, that ſweet melody of 
the church triumphant, where there is no jarring ftring, 1 
no diſpleaſing ſound, no diſcord between heart and 
tongue, no willows there to hang their harps upon, 
no bad news there to be heard, no ſad ſight to be ſeen, 1 
no evil to be felt or fear d to all eternity. Poor diſ- = 
. couraged believers, are ye now troubled with ill hearts = 
and vain thoughts? are ye plagued with wander- _ 
ing and wearying hearts in duty? Theſe complaints 
ere long ſhall be taken out of your mouths; read Eph. 
| v.27. the church above hath neither ſpot nor wrinkle. 
Once the glorified faints faces were as black and 
| wrinkled as yours, but now they have none: Once 
their hearts were as bad as yours, but now they are 
as fixed pillars in the temple of God, they go no more 
b out. TT, | | 
. Take a view this day by faith of the glorious com- 
| ; pany above, behold Chriſt upon his whitethrone, Paul 
With his crown of righteouſneſs, and all the faithful ones 
in Abraham's boſom : How gloriouſly do they ſhine 
in the kingdom of their Father! The ſun is a very 
glorious creature, but it would be uſeleſs. there, it 
would not be ſeen for the brightneſs of the Lamb; 
nay, every faint ſhall be as glorious as that fun. Who 
can tell the happineſs of the inhabitants of that place, 
where every head wears a royal crown, every hand 
a palm of victory, every eye o'erflows with joy, and 
every tongue with ſongs of praiſe. O believer, think 
with yourſelf, what a difference there is betwixt your 
ſtate and theirs! © Oh, I am fighing, they are fing- 
ing; I am finning, they are ſerving God; I am 
«« groning out my complaints, they are trumpeting 
forth God's praiſe; I am in darkneſs, and cannot 
«« ſeeGod; they dwell in light, and ſee him face to 
face. O my Lord, mutt I ſtay behind, when they 
are gone? muſt I ly groning and fighing here, While 
they are triumphing above, and e the ſpoil ? 
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time ſhore: Theie Egyprians, O belieyer, whom thou 


2 . 


& to his glory; my brethren and friends are gone to 
their bleſſed reſt, and muſt I wander in the wilder- 
« neſs, abſent from home, far diſtant from my Father 
« and my God? Shall I be ſatisfied in this ſtate? No, 
« I will look after them with a longing eye, I'll ly 

„ knocking at the gate till God open to let me in; 
« III ſtill pant, breathe, and cry, O Lord, how long! 

How is my pilgrimage prolonged ! How am I de- 
« tain'd in this valley of tears, wandring in the dark, 
« and can ſcarce get any fight of Canaan! When 


«© ſhall the days of my baniſhment be finiſhed, that 


«© I may get home to my country and friends above? 
* © when ſhall I fit at the Fountain-head, and drink 
* plentifully of the living ſtreams that make glad the. 


& city of Gad?” - . 


O believer, rejoice in the forethoughts of that day, 
when thou ſhalt meet with thy Father and thy brethren, 
and when thou ſhalt ſee thy elder Brother on the 
throne ready to paſs ſentence in thy favours. O how 
ſweet will it be, when he is frowning and thundring 


againſt the wicked, to ſee him turn and ſmile on thee 
as thy Redeemer! O what love will be in his looks! 


what melody will that ſentence ſound in thy ears, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father! &c. How raviſhing a ſur- 
priſe, O believers, will it be to meet with your godly 
acquaintances, with whom ye prayed, praiſed and 


converſed here! O then, may ye rejoice together and 


fay, © This voice of joy we now hear, is not like 
« Our old grones and complaints, nor like the oaths, 
* curſes and reproaches our ears were grated with on 
& earth. What is become of our Hard hearts, our 
« worldly unbelieying hearts? Where are all our 
c yſts, corruptions, tentations and burdens now? 
What is become of a body of death, indwelling 
“ fin that lay ſo long on us as a dead weight? What 
* js become of the church's enemies we often com- 
« plained of?” O! theſe are all gone, they ſhall 
trouble you no more; you ſhall triumph over them, 
as Iſrael did on the other fide of the Red-ſea, when 
they ſaw the Egyptians drowned and lying dead upon 


once 
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8 on the Lord's dax. 15 it 
once ſaweſt to thy great vexation and trouble, zhow i 
ſhalt fee them again no more. 
I might mention many other ſubjects of meditation 
'S proper for the Sabbath; ſuch as the evil of fin, the 
vanity of the world, the worth of the ſoul, the fuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, the laſt judgment, and many others, 
which the ſermons you hear that day will bring to your 
remembrance : But, fearing that I have been too tedious 
already upon this head, I muſt paſs them, and pro- 
: ceed to another private duty neceſſary on the Lord's 
5 day, which is, 5 EY 


IV. Self-examination. 


This duty is near of kin to the former; it being a 
| ſort of reflexive meditaticn, the mind turns inward and 
= communes with itſelf, according to Pſal. iv. 4. It is 
-abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould take ſome time to 
| commune with ourſelves, and ask what we are, what 
a we have been, and what we have done, Fer. viii. 6. 
| And is not the Sabbath a fit time for this duty, when 
we retire from the noiſe of the world, and are not 
| diſturbed with ſecular affairs? This is a moſt important 
5 duty, and nearly concerns our eternal well-being ; but 
| yet it is a Auty very much neglected. Many have lived 
| fifty or ſixty years in the world, that never ſpent one 
hour in communing with their own hearts: There are 
many going out of the world, who never yet began 
ö to enquire why they came into it, and never yet asked 
A the queſtion at their ſouls, Are you to flit hence, ot 
live here for ever? Why came you hither, and where 
are you to lodge when you go hence? Many live in 
a crowd of worldly buſineſs, are hurried from one 
thing to another, leap out of. their beds to the world 
in the morning, and from the world, to their beds 
again at night, and ſo never find one minute on the 
| week-days to take their ſoul aſide; and for the Sab- '- 
bath, tho' they have time for it, yet ſuch is theiraver- | 
Fon to the work, they ſhift it all they can, and avoid 
meeting with themſelves; they rather converſe with ma 
any in the world, than with their own hearts. It 3s 
| Pos 5 againſt Ml 
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156 -- Of the Duties requifite "op 
Againſt ſelf-love and carnal eaſe for a man to turn his 
own accuſer and judge: Therefore many would rather 
drudge and toil their bodies whole days and weeks at 


hour at this exerciſe; and ſo they live their whole 


to hear of two men that converſed every day for fifty 
or ſixty years ſpace, and yet all this while did not 


many and their ſouls; for as long as they have lived 
together, they are utterly unacquainted, they never 
turn inward to converſe, with themſelves, they have 
no ſerious thoughts about their own ſtate and conditi- 
on. It is ſaid of the rich man in the parable, Luke 


conſidered nor. bethought himſelf till that time; and 
indeed it js the want of retired conſideration, and 


ruin of many thouſands, O then, reſolve in God's 
ſtrength, that, in ſpite of the devil and your own cor- 


live-no longer aſunder; that ye will imitate David, 
Pſal. cxix. 59. 1 thought on my ways, and turned my 
feet unto thy teſtimonies. Seeing then you have free 
time for this duty on the Lord's day, take your ſouls 
aſide, and enquire into their ſtate; ſay, © O my ſoul, 
„ where art thon? Art thou under a covenant of 


* to Chriſt's family or the devil's? Art thou' in the 
* narrow or broad way? Suppoſe I ſhould die this 
* night (for God knows if ever 1 ſhall fee the mor- 
„ row's light) what hope will J have in a dying hour? 
« Where will death land me? Whether with God in 
, heaven, or with devils in hell? Would Chriſt ſmile 


* on my heart and life by a work of conyerſion ? 
God . forbid I undergo my great and final change 
till this happy change be wrought. Can I fay I am 
WIE © not the man * once I was; once ] was blind, but 
THE E 29 7 ee? Sudy and enquire into the marks of 
| Wir "TOW" | the 


the ſoreſt labour, ere they ſpent one quarter of an 


Eves ſtrangers to themſelves. We would think it ſtrange 


know one another; and yet this is the caſe betwixt 


xvi. that in hell he lift up his eyes, as if he had never 


peoples ſerious bethinking of themſelves, that is the 


ruption, you and your ſouls ſhallhave a meeting, and 


* on me in the dark valley, or be my Advocate at 
* God's bar? Is there any ſaving change yet wrought 


1 


r „ 
4 y] 
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ds the Lord's Day. 


ouſneſs and anxiety of ſoul, and ſee which of them 
you can apply to yourſelf; cry, that God may open 
a window in your breaſt, to let you ſee into your 
own heart, and ſoul's ſtate; and, whatever you be de- 
ceived in, beg it of him, that he may not ſuffer you 


to be deceived in this momentuous point, where your 
foul and your all is at the ftake. And, if you find 


yourſelf in a bad ſtate, give no reſt to your eyes, nor 


umber to your eye-lids, till in God's ſtrength you re- | 


ſolve on a thorow change. 


» 


Laſtly, It is incumbent upon every private Chriſtian, 


on the Lord's day, to practiſe the works of charity and 


mercy, both to the ſouls and. bodies of men. Study 


to promote the edification of others by good coun- 
ſels, inſtructions, admonitions and reproof. Comfort 


the afflicted, ſupply thoſe that are in ftraits, viſit the 


ſick and thoſe that are in miſery. Theſe are proper 
duties on the Sabbath, and God is highly pleaſed with 


them, James i. 27. If we practiſe theſe duties con- 
ſcientiouſly, we may both do good and get good; 
we may both give direction and comfort to the di- 
ſtreſſed, and receive inſtruction and comfort to our- 
ſelves: Tho' we may not enquire at the dead, yet 


we may learn many wholeſom leſſons from the dying. 


And would to God that both the perſons viſiting and 
viſited were more ſpiritual in their converſe than or- 
dinarily they are! for then this duty would be found 
very edifying and profitable. But if, when we, viſit 


the ſick this day, we ſpend the time in worldly dif- 


courſe, and not for the ſpiritual advantage of the ſick, 


and others preſent, we profane the Sabbath, inſtead 
of ſanctifying it. es : 
Do we ſee ſome oppreſſed by continual lumbering 
and ſleeping, when death is ſuppoſed to be near, ſo 
that they cannot think on their everlaſting ſtate? let 
this teach us to remember ourlatter end, and awake our 
ſouls to their work, while we are in health. 
Do we ſee others troubled with ravings? let it teach 


us to employ our reaſon for our ſouls advantage while 
we have the uſe of it. 
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the converted and unconverted with the greateſt ſeri- 
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Iss 2? Of Preparation 
Dio we ſee ſome fadly diſcompoſed with extreme 
pains and 2gonies? let it mind us to diſpatch our work 
While health and eaſe remain with us. | 
Do we obſerve their fight failing, tongue faultering, 
or hearing growing worſe 2 O let this teach us to 
make a covenant with our eyes, and turn them away 
from beholding vanity ; to uſe our tongues for God's 
gory, and beware of abuſing them now, while we 
ave the uſe of them; and to employ our ears for 
hearing ſpiritual inſtructions, while they are in caſe 
for it. 8 N WP. 
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DIR ECTION III. 


Concerning the ſpecial order, method and manner, wheres 
in the duties of the Sabbath are to be performed. 


- f HE Lord requires us, not only to take heed to 
ä the matter of our duties, but alſo to the man- 
ner of them; not only to do what is good, but to de 
it well.“ As we muſt ſeek God in due ordinances, fo 
we. muſt ſeek him in 4 due order, 1 Chron. xv. 13. 
Very much depends upon the circumſtances of our 
actions, therefore we muſt look narrowly to them. 
That we may take a view of the fanCtification of 
the Sabbath complexly, and the order and circumſtan- 
ces of the duties therein required ; there are three things 
to be confidered : | . | 
1. What is requiſite in order to prepare for the Sab- 
bath, before it come. | Re | 35 
2. What is requiſite in performing the duties of the 
Sabbath when it is come. 
- 3, What is requiſite at the end of the Sabbath, or 
when the work thereof is over. 8 


—_ Po 
— 
4 * 7x 
4 . 7 3 
* I 8 
£ q * 
. l 12 
| , 
l 3 
: 2 
7 } 
. ] = 
W - | % 
3 7 
i * * 
_ 
& N 
3 7 * 
4 7 
8 * 
4 = 
. K* 
2 3 * . 
8 © 
F 8 4 
* - 
2 PA | 
1 © N 
1 
VT - 
9 994 . 
2 1 ' = 
L 14 — 
1 4 \ oy N 
94 5 
>»? "Bl N 
4 . * 
—_ 
5 A % 
=. = 
- 
f 1 5 
5 1 > 
7 * : 35d 
l A} Le , 
k * = 
r 8 
82. * 
1 "Kg 
by 3 - 
* 4 5 
+. 2.7 
LE; ATE 
$2] 
* 5 
4 ” 
| * x 
* o P 
—_— o 
Iu — 
o . 3 
2 
5 2 
& / 
\ 
5 - 4 4 
93 d x 
323 =. . 
= : p 8 
"$32 B 
; "4 
Fe I 
34 703 — 
| 4. J 1 4 1 
2 
15 ? 
4 . 
n 
W A 
1 , 
> : 
+ : * 
+ i : þ 
+ 1 « 
3 ? 
- 19 
\ 7 % 
F443 2 25 
3 0 
1 1 
Wick | 4 3 
4 1 
333 74 , 2 
5 | 5 1 
2 ” * 
— ths 17 = 
= : = 
'B 2 
1 5 2 
. 
of 4 * * 
—<— £3 © = - 
1 $ 2 
1 - 4 
* , Xx 4 
* 1 * 1 
4 i 2 
"2 : "£2 
: o 
fs, B 5 
72 1 I 
2 ; 
. 2 + 
4 ö 1 
i 4 2 2 
. «04 
p 4 
. 14 . 
4 
A Þ - 
1 * 
4 4 
K LE 4 
g 8 
l Fe 
1 93 
5 \ © 
J * / 
1 
| "he * 
1 
0 < - 4 
i b, 
FT Vs. ” 
1 k 
i 
* Y 4 
4 < 
* * B. 4 
1 4 3 % 
7 
a » . 
* <> Y 
1 % 
* * iN 
= 
% 12 4 
: $ = 
* 3 
bd * 
1 5 K 
= 4 
t 5 
4 
1 - 
; 1 
. [ "*; 
a 4 - 
1 
11 : 
6 "3 | 
1 1 
1 5 
1 & ; 
« 1 1 ; 
N A 
[IS 7 | 
1 & " 1 
* 8 13 
py 'E EF: 
o 
* 


g 4 PR = oy 2 4 
WP 3 N A 
2 


* - 


4 : wy 8 - Ye! 2 7 1 . P 1 : Ea 9 ap 2 2 PII * 8 =" * 23 _ _ * 
„ 0 ; 4 8 e 4; N 9 Ss. 5 at; W | 
* ” ; 
* F a ; > | J 
* 1 8 . FE: * 
; 4 th : p 7 F * Wo Fs , 95 ; n . 
: 8 ; 9 7 & * 
* a ”” $#SÞ z+- © 4H 8 T5, Sx > ' * 5 
[ 4 | : N * W . - * 
{ \ „ * a 4 : 
0 , 1 < 
A an g 8 0 2 3 * 1 
2 % 


I. Concerning our preparation for the Sabbgth. b 


WW A S to the firſt, that-it is needful to prepare for the 
Sabbath, cannot be denied, if we conſider the 
word remember prefixed to the commandment, Remem- 

ber the Sabbath to keep it holy. We muſt femember 
it before it come, ſo as to provide for it. Moſes calls 
the people, Exod. xvi. 23. to mind that to-morrow is 
the reſt of the holy Sabbath. 3 | 
Again, if we confider the nature of the Sabbath- 
work, and our unfitneſs for it, preparation will be 
found very needful. We are called this day to make 
ſolemn and near approaches to that God who is a glo- 
rious Spirit, and to hold communion with him who is 
inſinitely holy; and is it not very pecefſary that we 
Who are naturally carnal, and much involved in worldly 
buſineſs through the week, ſhould endeavour to abſtract 
our thoughts from earthly things, that we may draw 
nigh to ſo great a God upon his holy day? For holx 
performances God requires us to make holy preparati- 
ons; and therefore David ſaith, Pſal. xxvi. 6. I will 
waſh mine hands in innocency, ſo will I compaſs thine 
altar, O Tord. The mariner that intendeth a voyage, 
he not only provides his tackling, but he is careful, 
before he ſail, to put his ſhip off from the land, that 
that he may catch the firſt fair wind. In like manner, 
O Chriſtian, if thou wouldſt lanch heavenwards upon 
a Lord's day, be concerned to get the veſſel of thy 
Heart put off from the earth on the evening before. 
Wert thou a perſon of great quality and eſtate, and 
the king ſhould ſend thee word that he would dine 
with thee to-morrow, thou wouldſt make preparation 
for his entertainment the day before, by cleanſing the 
houſe, and putting all things in order, ſuitable to the 
dignity of ſo great a prince. Now, when King JESUS 
gives thee notice beforehand, that on ſuch à day he is 
to ſup with thee, wilt thou not teſtify thy reſpect to 
ſo great a potentate, by making preparation for _ 2 
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0 _ Of Preparation © 
When Chriſt prepares a table for thee in the goſpel, 

and furnifhs it with all the danties of heaven, pardon, 
peace, love, grace, and eternal life; ſhouldſt thou not 
. thy ſtomach, cleanſe thy heart, adorn thy ſoul, 
an 


e * 8 
n 
* | 

or 


make ready to feaſt with thy Redeemer ? At this 
goſpel-table others fit and feed, their ſouls are filled 
with marrow and fatneſs, and their mouths praiſe the 
L with joyful lips; but, alas! many have no ſtomach, 
they can eat little, and favour nothing. Their ſtomachs 
are foul, their hearts unclean; the world fills their 
thoughts ; they taſte no goodneſs in hearing, in prayer, 
praiſes, or any duty of God's worſhip: Why? They 
are at no pains before-hand to empty their minds of 
the world, and prepare for this heavenly fare. | 
Reader, were I to counſel thee how to improve a2 
market-day, ſo as thou mightſt gain much wealth and 
treaſure, I doubt not but thou wouldſt hearken to 
me: And wilt thou not regard me, when I am to ad- 
viſe thee how to ſpend the Lord's day, the market-day 
for thy ſoul, ſoas thou mayſt get the true treaſure, even 
durable riches and righteouſneſs ? Lay afide worldly 
cares, remember and prepare for this market-day be- 
fore it come, and beg skill from God how to improve 
it aright to the enriching of thy ſoul. Antiently there 
were laws obliging people to lay aſide their work 
at ſuch a particular hour on Saturday's afternoon, 
that they might remember and prepare for the Sabbath : 
Likewiſe it was a cuſtom in ſome places to have pub- 
lick divine exerciſe and worſhip on the Saturdays even- 
ing; ſo that, at the ringing of a bell for it, people gave 
over their work, and repaired to the church to wor- 
ſhip God, and hear ſomething ſuitable and prepara- 
tory to the Sabbath. I cannot but commend this practice, 
as a good way to conclude and ſhutup all the labours 
and cares of the week, and publickly to give God 
thanks for proſpering the works of our hands, and al- 
| fo to confeſs and mourn for the carnality of our hearts, 
and our little minding of Chriſt and heaven in our 
weekly buſineſs, and our manifold ſhort-comings in our 
duties both to God and man, and our forgetting ang 
dot practiſing through the week the ſermons we heard 
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the, preceeding Sabbath: Likewiſe it is a good way to 
take off our hearts from the world, and to compoſe. 
and ſpiritualize the thoughts for the work of the ap- 
proaching Sabbath; and alſo to pray and wreſtle to- 
gether for a bleſſing on the ſame, and for ſpecial aſ- 
ſiſtance to miniſters and people in the duties of the day, 
that the enſying Sabbath may be one of the beſt Sab- 
baths we ever had, and that it may be one of the days SE 
of heaven to our ſouls; _ | ä  _— 
But more particularly, the preparation needful for + ü 
the Sabbath conſiſts in thoſe things. 2» 5 
1ſt, In your diſpatching and ordering your labour 
and buſineſs through the week with ſuch prudence and 
foreſight, that it may nowiſe hinder or diſturb you on 
the Sabbath-day. | WD Fs 
2dly, In leaving off your work timeouſly the night 
before, and going ſeaſonably to reſt, that both your 
ſervants and you may bein caſe to riſe early on Sabbath 
morning, 9b not be drowſy or ſleepy through the 
day. It is a great incroachment upon the Sabbath that 
ſome are guilty of, they fit up and work later on Satur- 


3 


day's night than any other night of the week, they 

0 ly longer on Sabbath morning than any other day, they 

4 go ſooner to bed on Sabbath night than any other night, 

g and they riſe ſooner on Monday morning than any o- 

« ther day of the week. Now, what is this but a grudg- 

. ing God his due time, a wearying of his day, and 

a making it as ſhort as you can, and ſeeking to win it, if 

£ _ poſſible, from off the Saturday's night and Monday's 

4 morning? „55 c 

5 Under the law, the latter part of the'day, preceed- 

| ing the Sabbath, was called he day of preparation for 

. the Sabbath, Luke xxiii. 54. intimating, that it is our 

1 duty to prepare for the Sabbath before it come, and 

d to do it, upon the day preceeding. Likewiſe, we find 

that Nehemiah ordered the gates of Jeruſalem to be ſhut 

as when it began to be dark before the Sabbath, Neb. xiii. 

* 19. thereby teaching us timeouſly to give over ur 
* trafficking and worldly buſineſs on the evening before 
d the Lord's day, and not to follow our buſineſs too late, 
e '- | Veſt our thoughts be too much imbaraſſed with ſecu la 
.. ͤĩ˙üA TT To 
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urs, and we thereby indiſpoſed for the religious duties 


HS of the enſuing 1 W 5 
Za y, It would be a good way to ee for the 
Lord's day, ſometimes to take your had n and ſer- 
vants on the Saturday's night, when you call them to- 
. gether for family-worſhip, and inſtruct them concerns 
ing the end and inſtitution of the Lord's day which 
1 is approaching, and the nature of the ſervice that is 
requiſite upon it. The Lord commends Abraham, for 
commanding his hodſhold and children after him to keep 
the way of the Lord, Gen. xviii. 19. And he frequently 
direct the Iſraelites to inſtruct their children concerning 
the meaning of their rites and obſervations ; and particu- 
1 larly; concerning the paſſover, he ſaith, Exod. Xii. 26, 
27. 4nd it ſball come to paſs, when your children ſhall, 
— ſay unto you, What mean you by this ſervice? that ye 
ball ſay, It is the ſacrifice cf the Lord's pa ſſover, who 
. paſſed over the houſes of the children of Iſrael in Egypt, 
. when he [mare the Egyptians, c. So, in like manner, 
> concerning the obſervation of the Lord's day, you 
mould tell your families, The day of facred teſt, 
= <© now approaching, is a memorial of God's wonder- 
- < ful love to us, that when we were loſt and undone , 
„ by fin, curſed by the divine law, and excluded out of 
God's reft, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt undertook a great 
4 work for us, to make up our peace, become our Sure- 
ic ty, and bear the curſe and wrath due to us; and when 
be had-ſo done, and finiſhed his work of redempti- 
1H 3 < on, he, on the firſt day of the week, entred inte 
<« his reſt by his reſurrection, and thereby made known 
© tous that we ſhould keep this day as a day of holy reſt 
* to him, in remembrance of his glorious work, and 
44 ; « as a pledge of our celebrating an everlaſting Sabbath 
HE * with him above, in "nite tore, and ſinging his 
TER — © praiſe: And therefore let us make ſuitable prepara- 
_ * tion for this folemn day, and the duties of it. Alas! 
the omiſfion of ſuch inſtructions as theſe to young 
TE perſons, doth cauſe the obſervation of this day, with | 
many, to be built only on cuſtom and example; and 1 
bence follaws the great neglect of Sabbath - ſanctiſication, | 
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yourſelves in as ſolemn and ſerious a frame, as if ou 
were to die, and ſtep into eternity, and clear counts - 
at God's tribunal, or as if you were viſibly to tryſt and 
meet with God, and ſolemnly treat with him concerns - Ki 
ing your falvation. F 1 _—_ 
As godly Nehemiah took care to ſhut- the gates of 
Jeruſalem on the evening before the Sabbath, that MM 
no burdens might be carried in on the Sabbath-day; KM 
ſo ſecure you the gates of your hearts on the Sarur- ü 
day's evening, that no worldly thing may enter to 
diſturb you in the performance of the great and fo- 
lemn duties of the Sabbath. > + - 7 
* $thly, Look back on the bypaſt week, and examine 
your actions therein as particularly as you can, and re: am 
pent for all the fins thereof, whether omiſſion or com- ĩ ẽ 
miſſion, and flee to the blood of Chriſt to be cleanſed * 
from the guilt and filth of them, that ſo you maꝓy 
be prepared to appear before a holy God, who is f 
purer eyes than that he can brhold iniquity. O ſeeK _ 
to get all quarrels through the week removed, that you Et. 
may have a reconciled God to meet with upon the 
Sabbath, 5 | | r 
thy, Study to have a deep ſenſe of your wants upon - 
your ſpirits, that you may get ſuitable ſupplies for them _ == 
upon the Sabbath. If you were going to a great market 
next day, you would be thinking, the night before what = 
you wanted or needed thereat: The Sabbath is 'the - 
great market-day for your ſouls, when you may hear 
* Chriſt crying, as Rev. iii. 18. I counſel thee to buy of ol 
4 me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayſt be rich; ang 
t white raiment, that thou mayſt be clothed, ce. 
8  7thly, Think upon 2 deſign of the Sabbat, 
ch the commemoration of Chriſt's redeeming love; an 
1d entertain ſerious and thankful thoughts of the goodnefſss 
n, | of God manifeſted in the Tae, Work of reden: 
- | Pton; and with godly 2 hemiah, Neb. ix. 14. bleſs 
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RE 164 How to ſpend the Morning 
EE God for giving you the Sabbath, ſince it is fuch 4 
prlwGkẽeafaut and profitable day for the ſoul. 7. 
Sthly, Beg earneſtly for God's help to ſanctify the 
Sabbath, and that God may put you in a ſpiritual 
trame for the work thereof, and that you may have 
196 I grace to leave all your worldly cares at the bottom of 
the hill, while you. go up into the mount to worſhip God, 
2nd return again to them. Beg that the ſins of the by- 
gone week, and the mifimprovement of former Sab- 
l baths, may not hinder God's preſence upon the enſu- 
ing Sabbath. Pray that miniſters may be directed to a 
N ſuitable word for your ſouls caſe, that your hearts may 
IE be prepared, your enemies reſtrained, and God's or- 
= . dinances btefled, ſo that it may be a good day, a:day 
nz God's courts, and better than a thouſand elſewhere. 
. And then, having ſo ordered and diſpoſed matters, 
uu yourſelves down to ſleep in Chriſt's arms, and un- 
deer his protection, leaving your hearts in heaven, that, 
= when you awake next morning, you may be {till with 
_ God. Study to fleep, as well as eat and drink, to the 
of glory of God. Go to bed with this deſign, that your 
= - qodics may be refreſhed, and fitted to ſerve your fouls 
in the ſervice of God upon the enſuing day. 
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II. Concerning the duties of the Sabbath. 


1 T 
7 . SS \ "Ry 17 * g * 5 8 7 
3 W 4 ) 5 7 E 3 3 
> fl t * 7 1 
. k : = 


3 
4 
=. 


” 


— 


— N ez an Sth N B 
2 wk * — 
— = — =_y 


As to the ſecond thing propoſed, What things are 
1 requifiteindoing the work of the Sabbath, when ; 
= - itis come? This is a large ſubject; I ſhall re- 
= - duce all I have to ſay upon it to three heads. 
187, What is neceſſary before the publick worſhip. 

: 24ly, What is. neceſſary in time of publick worſhip. 
1 334ʃ), What is to be done after the publick worſhip 
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s to the firſt, take theſe directions; 


I. When you awake on Sabbath morning, rejoice 
ee ing: at the dawning of, the morning's light, fo let 
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believers account the light of this day ſweet, as being 
a day of ſignal mercies, a day of communion with. 
God, a day wherein the Spirit's deus fall upon the ſoul. 
As Abraham rejoiced to ſee Chriſt's day, John viii. 56. 
fo ought you this morning, ſaying with the pfſalmiſt, 
Pſal. cxviti, 24. This is the day the Lord hath made, ue 
will rejoice and be glad for it. TO. — 
II. Let your ſouls be breathing forth. holy medita- 
tions and ejaculations upon your very firſt awaking: 
Lift up your hearts in thankſgiving to God for that com 
fortable reſt and fleep he hath vouchſafed to you the 
night paſt; for it is he that giveth his beloved ſleep, and _ 
| Who renews his mercies to us every morning. Like- 
_ wiſe give up and dedicate yourſelves wholly to God. 
and his ſervice this day: And, betwixt your waking 
and rifing, you may have ſuch meditations as theſe; 
——— © O if 1 could fay this morning with 1/aiah, 
& chap. xxvi. 9. With my ſoul have I deſired thee in 
* the night, and with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek + 
* thee early. Let me this morning awake early, 
“ from fin to righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. xv. 34. or that in 
Rom. II, 12. It is high time to awake out of 1 
„ The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; let me 
* caſt off the works of darkneſs, aud put on the armour.” 
of light.” Or, think on your awaking out of the 
fleep of death, and riſing out of the grave at the found, nl 
of the laſt tramper, what a ſolemn wakning that will, - 
be: Or, think of God's goodneſs to thee, that thou 
awakeſt in life, health and fafety this morning; fay, = 
©. Whar a mercy is it, that God has kept my houſe 
4 « from firing, and falling on my head! that he has 
as * chained up Satan my enemy, that he could neither 
“ hurt nor fright me in a viſible manner! Many have 7 
5 have lien down this night without fleep, Jn, been 
4 AS « full of toſſings to the dawning of the day; but, bleſs 
ſed be God, I have laid me down in peace, I have © 
$a „ ſlept and waked again, and my, ſleep hath been re- 
* freſhing. How would I valuethis mercy, if I were we 
„ in fickneſs, and could not get fleep ! ———Many == 
2 have lien down and flept, but never waked again 
we in this world; their firſt waking has been in erernis 


* 
- 


66 _—_— 
_ 235 4 * 7 
* 8 ; —_ 
, C * 0 4 7 8 #'.: = 7 1 1 r "A 
4 ö 5 : * / > Ne | el ET 1 
4” n 4 1 "x a 4 . N 55 — * W K&D 1 ao 
8 * bx . 3 * N : < Fr e ” e 
x 1 & A , * G W . : N 5 * 4 4 2 — A 82 * 32 Oy > G 7 £ 4 „ — 0 y 4 
7 2 ”— * . L . 


Xs 


th $1 * » eu 


— nn 


1 
15 
© # 
D of 

& 
F 
th 
5 
* * 
1 2 
4 * 
7 
a 
1 
17 
6 
I. 
G 
Li 2 
14. 
* 178 
* 
1 
* 


E — > 11k 


a 6 
_—y — — - 
-— 4 
: : » 
al * 
* n 1 
— ths . = 1 4 
w 22 ITE Vo f 
__ ET " " — LS _— \ 
Soy 4 Yo 28 Fo 
un n * 
- 2 * + LL FRY 
15 * 7 
4 7 


8 1 * 
I 
21 5 f 
3 F > *8 * 
+: . £ & © _— £ 
12 2 144 \ 
L397 N 148 8 : 
© * 146 Be” 7 * 
77 $4 4% 4 
: _— 0 
Þ *;E& d 
18 EN © = þ 4 
& - © BY Y 
$27 r o 
„ 1 . - 
2 9 : Þ * 5 7 p 
7 Fr 8 


* the light ſo ſweet, and is it ſo pleaſant a thing for 


." * — 
b 4 f 7 , 4 


5 1 
2 5 - J d 
_ 66 
1 
» » * 


* 
- 


ce 
cc 


c 


6 
et 
et 

EE 
3 
* 


Ec 
_. 


7 . | 
6 
_ * 


F j. 


"Bs 


1 4 = : 3F5 ; 
l 9 N jt 1 = 7 
a \R 5 3 . . 
* 1 1 . 
FS } $5 
WE * 8 0 
* 7 | . þ — ” if « Ml : 
"+ * 8 $4 - 
* 1 oF "HY * 


2. with cheerfulneſs to celebrate this day, and ſerve my 


"a yo "REM : : 2 2 Mi 8 
* - 18 « PRINT; 1 \ > 7 


x66 How to ſpend the rng . 
4 by, and, O how fad, if it be in the flames of hall! 
oe 


ut, O what ſhallI render to the Lord, that I wake 


again in the land of prayer, and of hope; and upon 
on 


a Lord's day morning, wherein I hope to hear again 
the Joyful ſound, and ſee his power and glory in 
the ſanctuary ? No REY 


If it is a ſummer morning, when the ſun may be - 


up and ſhining when thou awakeſt, then think, . Chriſt 


the Light of the world roſe early this morning from. 


the dark grave, wherein he lay buried for my fake, 


The Sun of righteouſneſs was up this day before the 
natural ſun.”--— Or think, This is the day where- 
in God faid, Let there be light, and it was fo. Is 


the eyes to behold the ſun? O how much more to 
ſee Chrift the bright Morning-ſtar this day by the 
eye of faith, to ſee the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhining. 


in the firmament of goſpel-ordinances ! Let meriſe-- 


and prepare for this ſight; O that my eyes may be 
cleared, and the mote taken out of the eye of faith, 
that I may this day ſee him, in compariſon of whom 
the ſun is but a dark clod of earth! O my ſoul, riſe 
from the earth this day, get the moon under thy 
feet, and clothe thyſelf with the Sun; draw nigh 
to God in Chrift, and ſet thy affections on things 
above; thou art capable of communion with God, 


e do not debaſe thyſelf in raking always in the dung> 
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hill of this world, in licking the duſt with the ſer- 
pent, or feeding on husks with the ſwine, as if thou 
hadſt no higher end to ſerve than the world. Why 


wilt thou ly among the pbts,, and wallow in the 


puddle, when cryſtal ſtreams are ſo near? 
Or think, How happy are the angels, who are 


m_— © exempted from the neceſſity of ſleep! They never 
e * 7 : 2 LS cc 
| 


reſt, nor weary of God's work, but praiſe him day 
and night. Behold, the fun never wearies to ſerve 
his Creator: How many thouſand miles has the ſun 
travelled fince the laſt night I went to reſt, that he 
might bring the light of a new Lord's day to me a 
poor undeſerving creature! And, ſhall not I riſe 


#4 


_ £ God. 


S, 


„ as he paſſeth by, and cry with the blind man, Sn 3 1 | 


5 may fall on thee before night: Wherefore fes 
pref 1 


they are either ſlightly performed, or wholly. neglected. 4 
O fooliſh ſinner! doſt thou think thy worldly buſinefs - 8 


that now you have the proſpect of another for the 


- Wholly, - ſeeing he gives you fix times as much for 
yourſelves. And grudge him not the morning of has 
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f the Lord's Day. © - 1 
« God and Saviour upon it? It is à merey the nar Mb 
& ral ſun is riſen; but a far greater, that the Sun of 
« righteouſneſs is up, and hath aſcended to his meridr-- 
<« an, that he may the better diffuſe the influences f 
« light and heat upon poor cold and blind fouls, ſuch 
«as Iam: I will get up this day, and ly in his way = 
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* of David, have mercy upon me.. 631 
Laſtly, The morning-fun may iind thee of the dan-„ 
ger of ſecure chriſfleſs fouls, The ſun ſhone bright 
on Sodom that morning it was deſtroyed: Little dil ü 
they think that fair morning, that the clouds would ga-. 
ther on a ſudden, and drop fire on their heads; nei: 
ther knoweſt thou, O chriſtleſs finner, what a ſtorm of 
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ently out of the Sodom of a natural ſtate; to the 
Zoar of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. oY 


III. Riſe full as early this day as on other days, and 


be as ſoon at God's work this day as you are at your 
own work on other days: God is the beſt Mafter, his 
work the ſweeteſt, and his wages the greateſt. Let, 1 1 


_ 


more worthy of thy early riſing, than thy ſpiritual 
employment? Or, wilt thou ſhew greater regard to 
thy worthleſs body, than to thy gracious God, and 
thy precious ſoul? You owe thanks to God, that you 
have had the-bypaſt week for your own affairs, and 


and that God lets you fee the firſt day of it; but G = 


'Y: 


a 


conſider, that your Creator and Redeemer puts in for 
ſome time with, you: All your time is not your own, © = 

neither is it in your own hands; God alone is the 
Author and Diſpoſer of it. Well then, now is the time, 
this is the day that he requires; O let him have it 
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168 . How to ſpend the Morning 
oon day--— Remember that promiſe, Prov. viii. 17. 
They that ſeek me early ſhall find me. In the morn- 
ing the ſpirits are moſt freſh and lively, and fitteſt for 
contemplation and prayer. We are told, Exod. xvi. 13. 
that in the morning the dew and manna fell: Wouldft 
thou have the dew of a bleſſing to fall on thy ſoul, 
and to make thee as a watered garden? then riſe early 
to wait for it. This was the practice of the faints ; 
Job roſe early and offered his ſacrifices, Job 1. 5. Da- 
wid prevented the dawning of the morning with his 
rayers, Pſal. cxix. 147. Chriſt roſe early this day be- 
_—_ Tore the ſun. And for what end did he riſe ? Even to 
HE Juſtify and fave his people. O believers, did your 
9 Saviour riſe early this morning to juſtify you, and 
will you not riſe early this day to glorify him? This 
is the great deſign of the Sabbath. And the xcii, 
palm, which is intituled, A ſong for the Sabbath-day,' 
faith, It is good to ſhew forth God's loving-kindneſs in 
the morning. Timeouſneſs at God's work on this day, 
or diligence in it, will not prove prejudicial to health; 
For, ſince God hath pronounced a ſpecial bleſſing upon 
$i the Sabbath, you have ground to expect that leſs fleep, 
= Food and refreſhment, than at other times, will be 
Az bleſſed for your ſupport in his work, and that you 
ſhall live in the doing thereof. abs, 
I. When you are up, haſten to put on your clothes, 
and ſpend as little time this day in dreſſing yourſelf 
as poſſible, that you may have time for ſecret duties, 
and retired converſe with God. But, ſince the body 0 
muſt be clothed this day, let your thoughts be well 
employ'd in the time you are doing it: Think on fin, 
that was the cauſe of your ſoul's nakedneſs, and of 
your body's need of apparel. Remember from whom 
: you have your clothes, to cover, keep warm, and 
= adorn your bodies, even from God, it is his wool and 
Lis flax; therefore give thanks to him for your rai- 
= ment, as well as your food. And tho' your clothes 
be not ſo fine as you would wiſh, yet mind, that 
=  Zzheſe of whom the, world was not worthy, wandred 
bout in ſheep Skins and goat skins: And, if you be not 
SHE fo outwardly ſplendid as others, ſeek that Jecke Vive 
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fore, put on the Lord Jeſus, if you would this day ap- 
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you is careful to attire his ſoul as he ought on this day, 


place, muſt have clean hands, audapure hearts. Holl> 
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will make you all glorious within. When others are 
following vain faſhions, ſeek ye to be covered with r- 


the robes of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. And, fince you ate 
this day to make a ſolemn appearance before God your 
heavenly Father, you muſt be ſure, like Facob, tocome 
in the garments of your elder Brother, otherwiſe you 


Cannot expect your Father's bleſſing... Put no confidence _ ³ä 
in your own righteouineſs ; for it is no better than rags, «WM 


or a garment full of holes, the leaſt whereof is ſuffi- 
cient to let in the curſe of God upon you. There- 


pear before God, and be accepted of him. Take care 
alſo, that your. bodies this day be gravely and decent: 
ly apparelled, and beware of pride and vanity this way, 
if ye would have God to own you; the adorning 


which he recommends is not that of plaiting the hair, 


wearing of gold, and putting on of apparel, but the hid- 
den man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is 
in the ſight of God of great price, 1 Pet. 1ii. 3, 4 Moſt 
people on the Sabbath are concerned to adorn their 
bodies with their beſt clothes; but, alas! who among 


when he is going to meet the bleſſed Redeemer of ſouls, 
the King of glory? - 
Mind your 3 chiefly this day, and take care, 
whatever you be doing about your bodies, that your 
hearts be employed in ſpiritual meditations. Do you 
«comb your head? you may think how numerous your 
ſins are; they are more than the hairs of your- head. 
ſo that one can reckon them, Pſal. xl. 12. And to be 
ſure, if you cannot reckon them, you are far leſs able 
to reckon for them. Do you waſh your hands? think 
on the neceſſity of waſhing your hands in innocencyj, 
that fo ye may compaſs the altar of God: For theſe tat 
would aſcend the hill of God, and ſtand in his holy © 


neſs both in heart and life is abſolutely needful in order 
to our enjoying communion with God in ordinances. . 
V. As ſoon as poſſibly you can, retire this morning 
for the duties of ſecret prayer, praiſe, reading The wel W 
4 Fey Les Mens TOM LO 2... a, a. 
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= . you do what you can to difappoint him of the deſign 


1 5 Sabbath ſhould be ſpent only in prayer, mourning, mor- 
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"How" to ſpend the Mbrning 
= mediation, and /elf-examination. Much of the Sab- 
bath, andefpecially the morning of it, ſhould be ſpent 


— 
2 


* 


| F in praiſing and thankſgiving, upon account of God's 


poodneſs both common and fpecial, manifeſted in the 
Works of creation and redemption. It is a moſt ne- 


WEE ceflary ans proper duty, 10 Herm forth God's loving- 


kindneſs on the Sabbath morning, Pſal. xcii. 2. Thanks 
giving is the great end of the day, and of the mer- 
_Cies of it; the redeemed of the Lord ought this day 
to fing, His mercy endureth for aver, Pfal. cvn. 2. for 
God ſent his Son to redeem us for this very end, that 
e might have from us the praiſe of the glory af his 
grace, 'Eph. i. 6, 12, 14. And, if you deny him praiſe, 


of this wonderful work: Many ſerious ſouls think the 


tification, exc. and almoſt wholly neglect the duty 
of praiſe, which ought to be the principal, and where- 
with God is beft pleaſed. Remember, that praiſe is 
not only the end of the day, but the end of your 


wies: Vea, the defign of all God's works: God made 


man the tongue of the creation, to trumpet forth 
_ aloud what the reft of the creation do but filently 
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INE Drxtcrtrions ir performing the foreſaid duties. 


fore I proceed further, I ſhall give ſome ſpecial 
5 advices concerning the duties of ſecret reading, 

prayer, and ſelſfeſearching. 5 
3 I. Of reading the word. 


Tf, As to the reading of God's word, if you would 
do it with profit, thet, . 1. Look up to God for his 


TIERED \ bþlefling upon it: When you begin, pray that he may 
oben your eyes to ſee the wonders of it, and that he may 
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. 


 gpen your ears and hearts to hear and comply with it 
Js the voice of God. 13 3 | 
dal, In reading the word, quicken” to 
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all poſſible attẽntion. As children will fotme 
ſelves at the reading of their father's will, out of ex _ 
pectation of ſome portion or legacy bequeathed em 
therein by their father; ſo ought you to rouze up your- 
ſelves in reading of the word, in regard of the many 
rich and precious legacies which our Saviour hath be- 
queathed to you, in that laſt will and teſtament of his, 
ſealed by his, own blood. 8 i e 
- 3dly, Read the word with holy reverence, as if 
Jehoyah himſelf ſtood by, and ſpake theſe words un- 
to yon; for reading is a kind of holy conference with 
God, and therefore ought to be gone about with a 
holy aw and concern. I do not mean that this reve- 
rence is to be ſhown to the paper and print, but the 
matter contained therein; tho even theſe, as che dead 
bodies of ſaints, ought not to be: uſed diſhonourably, 
as I have heard ſome graceleſs merchants do, by rolling 
up their ſmall wares in leaves of the bible. Is this 
like the practice of the antient mantyrs, who made 
more account of a leaf of the bible than of a treaſure ? 
And indeed the leaves of the bible, in ſome ſenſe, ate 


price may be found; they are the ſwadling-tlothes 
of the holy Jeſus. And therefore, in the next place, 
4thly, Have an eye to Chriſt in every thing ye read; 


* for he is the end, ſcope and ſubſtance of the whole 
bible, and every thing in it is reducible to him. 

Fthly, Read it with application ta yourſelves, as if 

al God ſpoke to you by name and ſirname in every line 

7, of it. Read it as if it were a letter ſent firaight from 


heaven to you, to warn you againſt ſin, and to per- 
{wade you to faith and holineſs. Let us accept of 
its reproofs and admonitions with thankfulneſs, and 
ſay, What a mercy is it that we may read our Father's 
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the field where the treaſure is hid, and the pearl of 


14 will in our mother-tongue, and that God ſpeaks his 
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115 mind ſo plainly. to us in his word? 5 
1 6thly, Mark the ſpecial paſſages of the word, eithen 
y | theſe that are moſt important in themſelves, or moſt 

0 applicable to yon. Mark the duties injoined, and ſins 

8 forbidden, with the promiſes to the qne, and threat- 

to n ings againſt the other; Faſten theſe upon your memo- 
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Vo to ſpend the Morning ., 

N ries, and hide them in your hearts; meditate on them; | 
and pray that God may keep them in your minds, 
ready for uſe againſt the time of nee. 


n * 
* 
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II. of ſecret prayer. 8 7 | 


As for ſecret prayer, take theſe directions, if -you | 
would ſpeed in it. e = 
I. See that you be new creatures and born again, if i 
you would pray aright. A child, while in the wamb, |. © 
cannot cry; ſo no more can you cry, Abba, Father, 
while in the womb of a natural ſtate. An uncon- 
verted man's prayers are not accounted prayers before 
Goa: The long prayers which Paul had, while a 
Phariſee, were not reckoned prayer at all; but, when 
He is a converted man, we are told then, with a Be- 
l, . I. 
» II. Be frequent in this duty, for your needs are 
many. God hath erected the throne of grace for the 
time of need, Heb. iv. 16. And he hath left the more 
needs upon us, that he may the oftner hear from us; 
be loves to hear his peoples voice, and great need have 
we to let him oft hear it; for we have many luſts ta 
be ſubdued, many graces to be ftrengthned, many 
| doubts to be reſolved, and many grievances to be re- 
dreſſed: Therefore be frequent in your addreſſes to 
God. Frequency begets familiarity, and familiarity 
- Confidence; we go boldly to his houſe we of en viſit. 
Euſebius tells us of the apoſtle James, ſirnamed the 
juſt, That he kneeled ſo oft and ſo long in ſecret 
prayer, that his knees became as callous and inſenſible 
as a camels. And he tells us of the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor, Conſtantine the great, that he kneeled very 
much in ſecret prayer: And, for an example to others, 
that he had his image in his coins, pictures and ſtatues, 
well repreſented in the ſame praying poſture, with his hands 
=.  fpread abroad, and his eyes lift up to heaven. King 
David was frequent in this exerciſe, Pſal. lv. 17. Even- 
| ing, morning, and at noon, will I pray and cry aloud. 
And, if that be notſenough, he ſays, Pſal. cxix. 164. 
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Ony take care there be no oftentation in the doing . 
O it. | <1 "ERR | | 4 


IV. Pray with holy aw and reverence of God, be: 
fore whom you ſiſt yourſelves. Labour for as much 
devotion and ſeriouſneſs in prayer, as if you were taken 
up and preſented before God on his reyal throne, with 
millions of glorious angels miniſtring to him; or, as 
if you ſaw death and the grave on the one hand, and 
heaven and hell on the other; or, as if you heard the 
ſaints ſinging in heaven, or the damned roaring in 
hell. ' Do you not believe theſe things as well. . 

you ſaw them? and why are you not as ſerious as 
if you did ſee them? _ £ | 9 

V. Study to pray in faith, eying the power, mercy, 
and promiſe of God, and relying upon the mediation 
and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; for theſe who pray 
thus, ſhall not ſeck God in vain. This kind of prayer 
13 like Jonathan's bow, 2 Sam. i. that never returns 
empty. | 5 N | 

VI. Pray with fervency and importunity : Why? 
for ought you know this may be the laſt Sabbath you 
may ſee, the laſt ſermon you may hear, and the laſt 


prayer you may put up. Pray therefore as 'a dying Mi 


man would and ſhould do. Remember how fervent 
you have ſeen ſome dying perſons in prayer, and la- 


bour for the ſame frame and fervency. You ſhould 9 1 


ſeek this day to have ſuch a feeling of ſpiritual wants, 
and to have your bowels ſo pinched with a ſenſe 2 bh 
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the Morning 


a De of 


1. How vn eu + & 
df, that, like the hungry and almoſt ſtarved beggars, 5 
vou. may cry aloud for the Bread of life. Let your 
r be the travail of your ſouls, and not the-la- | 
our of your lips. Let your hearts be fuitably affected 
in all the parts of prayer; never leave confeſſion with- | 
out ſome ſorrow for ſin, nor petition without ſome 
ſenſe of the worth of mercies, nor thankſgiving with- 
out ſome ſolace and joy in God, the Author and Foun- | 
tain of all our happineſs. Let your affections corre- 
ſpond with your expreſſions, and continue inſtant in | 
Prayer. You ought this day, like Samſon, Judg. xvi. | 


to bow your ſel ves with all your might in prayer, to 
1 the pillars of Dagons temple, and the ſtrong 
ids of ſin in your ſouls. Liſt up your bearts with 
your hands to God in the heavens, and fiir up your- 
| ſelves to take hold of him: Caſt yourſelves down at his 
feet, and fay, as once a great man did to his -prince, 
1 am. reſolved never to rife till I obtain mercy. : 
VII. Uſe arguments with God in prayer, either taken 
from God's power and mercy, or from your miſery 
and neceſſity. Doſt thou doubt, O man, if thou be 
converted? then ly ſobbing before God, like that leper, 
Matth. viii. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 5 
clean; q. d. Lord, thou mayſt do as thou wilt; but 
this I know, tho thou ſhouldſt never help me, thac 
thou canſt do it. Thou haſt power enough, yea, it 
is eaſy for thee, and will be no manner of trouble to 
thee, to change my heart, and give me an alms of | 
mercy. Thou haſt mercy as well as power; I have 
heard a good report of thy mercy, that the King of 
Iſrael is a merciful King, and delights not in the death 
of a ſinner, and that his mercy endures for ever. Lord, 
here a poor condemned rebel come in upon the pro- 
clamation, to accept of the King of heaven's indem- 
| nity: I lay myſelf at thy feet, content to accept of 
mercy upon any terms; Haſt thou not one bleſſing for 
mme, even for. poor me, O my Father? If there be not | 
enough of merit in Chriſt to ſave me, I do not ſeek |. 
ſalvation; but in him I know there is a fulneſs of re- 
dundancy, a treaſure that cannot be emptied. And, 
Lord, art thou not willing as well as able? 2 oj 
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times ſounding towards loſt ſinners: Why then ſhould 
1 go dwell with everlaſting burnings ? What profit, Lord, 
is there in my blaod ? The dead cannot praiſe thee, they 


that go down to the pit cannot celebrate thy goodneſs, 
Is it not better to make me a friend, than let me be 


an enemy? is it not better that 1 ſhould eternally fin 


thy praiſe, than live for ever blaſphe ming thy name? 
Tord, what ſhall I do to be ſaved? Is there ne balm 
in Gilead for a wounded ſoul ? is there no hope for 


a diſtreſſed ſinner? is there no city of refuge for a 


go 44 criminal? Lord, I am come like a ſtarving 


eggar to the laſt door for relief; if thou help me not, 
I muſt. periſh at thy threſhold, I can go no further. 


Could we believingly make uſe of ſuch arguments 
as theſe, Chrift's pitiful heart would burſt out in midft 
thereof, and fay to us as to the woman of Canaan, 
Matth. xv. O woman, great is thy faith, be it to thee © 
even as thou wilt. 9 8 


VIII. As on Sabbath morning we ſhould addreſs 
God with more ſolemnity and intenſneſs, and with 
greater length than ordinary; ſo alſo with ſpecial pe- 


titions for the day. — IF, Pray for yourſelves, that 
God may give you hearts and frames, to ſanctiſy a 


Sabbath to the Lord ; that he may prepare your hearts 


for hearing, ſtrengthen and ſanctify your memories, 


go alongſt with you to the ſanctuary, and allow his 
preſence there. Before you enter upon the publick 


work of this day, labour to get your hearts poſſeſſed 
eſſectually with theſe truths: That God muſt work 


his own work in you and for you, or it will never 


de done; and without him you can do nothing: That 


there is no healing vertue in the waters of the ſan- 
ctuary, unleſs the Angel of his preſence deſcend and 


move them: That as in the firſt creation - the Spirit 


moved on the waters, and then the living creatures 


| were formed; ſo the Spirit muſt move upon the waters 


of ordinances, before they can produce or increaſe 


ſpiritual life: And as he muſt move upon the ordi- - 
nances, and give vertue to them, ſo he muſt move * 
JJ... lw6wH ooo 


? i : " L _ 3 1 Ry 
* — * * „ * > J | 1 —_ 4 L 


R 


— 
dT „ 
* N 2 
e 


net opened thy fide, that I might look in and ſe the 
yerningof thy bowels ? yea, I have heard them many 
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upon your ſouls in attending on them. Pray earneſt- 
ly then, that God may giye you his Spirit to prepare 
vou for hearing of his word, and to aſſiſt you in hear- 
ing; and particularly, that he may give you attention 
to hearken, underſtanding to conceive, wiſdom to ap- 
ply, judgment to diſcern, faith to believe, memory 
to retain, and grace to practiſe what you ſhall hear; 
that ſo the word may prove unto you the ſavour of 
life unto life, and not the ſavour of death unto death. 
O pray fervently, that it may not be your condemna- 
tion to go to the ſanctuary every new Sabbath to get new 
bands laid upon you, to get your hearts more hardned, 
your affections more deadned, and your ſouls flain by 
the words of God's mouth; but that the word may be 
attended with faving power, for your conviction of fin, 
and your converſion to God in Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator. 
Be ſo intent for Chriſt's preſence this day, that no 
Lord's day may fatisfy you without the Lord of the 
day. O what is the beſt day that ever was, without 
the Antient of days? what are the ordinances of God, 
without the God of ordinances ? what are the afſemblies 
of ſaints, without the Maſter of aſſemblies? what's a 
ſermon, without a Saviour? what's a communion- 
table, without communion with God ? what's a Sab- 
bath-day, without the Lord of the Sabbath? Proteſt 
therefore in a humble but an importunate manner, that 
you will be ſatisfied with nothing this day, without 
his preſence; ſay with Moſes, Exod. xxxiii. 15. If thy 
preſence go not with me, carry us not up hence. And 
cry to him with the church, fa. Ixiv. 1. Oh that thou 


would ſt this day rend the heavens ! O that thou wouldſt_ 


come down, that the mountains might flow at thy pre- 


© 


2dly, Pray for him that diſpenſeth the word, that 


God may open to him, both a door of utterance, and 


a door of entrance; and particularly, that God may 
direct him to ſpeak ſomething that may be ſuitable to 
your caſe. It 1s a great loſs to yourſelves, as well as 
to miniſters, that you pray ſo little for them: What is 
the reaſon that many times miniſters are ſtraitned in 
delivery, do not reach your hearts, nor ſpeak cloſſy to 
P.. dt nn a a ba FONT 
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ſt⸗ your caſe? it is becauſe you pray not for them. Mind 


re that ſad threatning, Ezek.1ii. 26. where the Spirit ſaith 
ar- to the prophet, 1 will make thy tongue cleave to the 
on roof of thy mouth, that thou ſhalt be dumb, and ſhale 
p- not be to them a reprover ; for they are a rebellious houſe. 
ry O pray againſt this ſad judgment, and beg that God 
It ; may looſe the miniſter's tongue, and put a word in his 
of mouth for you. Can you expect a bleſſing on your 
th. food, when you will not ſo much as ſeek it from God, 
na- by praying for him that is to break the bread of life 
ew J TE. WC: ER 
ed, Zaly, Pray forthe whole congregation, that the Sab- 
by bath may be à day of the Son of man, and a day of 
be God's power unto them: Pray that Chriſt may mount 
ſin, the whzite horſe of the goſpel, gird his ſword on his thigh, - 
tor. and ride in triumph among them; that the arrows of 
no his word may be ſharp, and pierce hearts. Beg that 
the ſome may be convinced, others ſtrengthned, and others 
out |M comforted: Pray that God's word preached, may not 
od, only be as a loving ſong to the hearers, as Ezek. xxxiii. 
lies but as a lively ſong to them, that many may have it to 


s a gay, as David, Pſal. cxix. 50. Thy word hath quick- 
on- WW nd me. Pray that God may this day make his word 
as'a ſharp two-edged ſword, to divide betwixt ſinners 
and their fins; that he may cauſe its point prick their 
hearts and ſavingly would their conſciences, and make 
its edge fetch blood from their luſts, yea, hew them 
in pieces, like Agag, before the Lord. Pray that 
God may make his word both as a fire and a hammer 
to the congregation; a fire to burn up the ſtubble of 
| their corruptions, and a hammer to break the rocks of 
their hearts into pieces.—Pray that it may be as the 
key of David, both to open and ſhut many hearts on 
this day; a key to open hearts, ſo as they may never 
more be ſhut upon Chrift when he ſtands and knocks 

at them; and a key. to ſhut hearts, ſo that they may 
never open to fin and Satan when they knock for en- 

trance. —- Pray that the whole congregation may get 
grace to hear ſermons, and put up prayers this day, as 
if they were the laſt that ever they were to hear or 
put up in this world: Ln, at Ajon's King per | 
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x73 Ho to ſpend the Morninr | 
tale to himſelf his glorions conquering power, and in 
his majeſty ride proſperouſty; and that he may make the 
arrows of. his word ſharp in the hearts of his enemies, 
ſo that the people may fall under him. , 
4 IX. You muſt take care, that your ſecret prayers on 
_ . Sabbath-morning be early and ſeaſonable, that they in- 
terfere not with family-worſpip, which ought this mor- 
ning to be timeouſly performed before the publick 
worſhip begin; for one duty muſt not juſtle with ano- 
ther, every duty is beautiful in its ſeaſon. And in a- 
1 mily-prayer you muſt be more ſolemn and particular 
r . than at other occaſions; our ſacrifices this day ought 
3: i to be doubled. O it were happy, if ſecret and family 
duties were our ſoul's delight on this day; and if we 
had fuch ſpiritual skill to perform them, that they might 
1 be helps, not hindrances, to publick ordinances. 
= -—- Laſtly, Having this morning put up your fervent 
160 prayers to God, you ought to look and wait for a re- 
turn of them through the day. A wiſe merchant, 
1 that ſends a ſhip to the ſea, will enquire after her. 
ES . Prayer brings your food from afar, look what becomes 
Fi of it. If you preſent a petition to a prince, you wait 
what anſwer will be returned; and are ye not much 
more concerned in this caſe to doit? If you look not 
after your prayers, it 18 a fign you have little ſenſe of your 
needs; little ſenſe of the burden and yoke of fin ; lit- 
tle ſenſe of the preciouſneſs of. Chriſt, or the excel- 
13: lency of theſe. mercies you have been ſeeking. You 
JI: + IJ , ought this day to be able to ſay, as Pſal. xxv. 5. On 
0 thee do I wait all the day. Your ſouls ſhould be ſtil B 
panting after God and the light of his countenance, 
faying, O that I may this day behold the beauty of 
the Lord! O that I may ſee his power and glory! 
- < O that I may taſte that he is good! O that I may 
hear his voice, may bear his image, may be brought 
74 into the chamber of preſence, and ſee him through 
= tze latteſs of ordinances!” * _ e { 
4! = If _ would have a gracious return this day, you] c 
THEE muſt be looking above ordinances and duties to him ; 
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1 . 28 who is the dew to Iſrael, and expect the heavenly rain 
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e the Lord's Day 179 
for all that men or angels can do. Therefore plead 
with God that he will bleſs and concur with the means, 


and breathe upon your dry bones, without Which the 
breath of men can never make them live, N 


> 


II. of ſelf-ſearching. 


As to the duty of ſelf-ſearching, it is very neceſſary 
on the Sabbath-morning, in order to prepare yout 


ſouls for the work of the day. 


I. Enquire into your own ſtate ; try whether you 


be in nature or grace, that, when you hear the word, 
| you may know what belongs to you: For, if you be 
ignorant of your condition, you may apply promiſes 


for threatnings; ConcludeSor heaven, when you are 


. 


heirs of wrath ;; perſwade yourſelves of the love of 


God, when you are in a ſtate of enmity. = 
II. Enquire into your particular neceſſities, what are 


theſe wants you would have ſupplied by the word, 


theſe ſins and luſts you would have lain by it, what are 
theſe weak graces you would have ſtrengthned by it, 
what are theſe doubts you would have reſolved by it, 
and theſe heart-plagues you would have cured. _ 

III. Enquire into the frames of your hearts, and 
ſee if they be duly qualified and diſpoſed for attending 
the publick ordinances. 1 e 

Queſt. What ſort of hearts ought we to bring with 
us? | 


pieces of mean and vile duſt, venturing into the pre- 


ſence of an infinitely glorious God, to hear the voice 


@ ſtone ſticks not, but falls to the ground. Labour to 


of the Lord, that is full of majeſty, and ſoleninly to 
converſe with him, before whom the angels vail their, 


R — 


2dly, Bring ſoft hearts, that the word may make 
lome impreſſion on them; for an arrow: ſhot againſt a 


get the fajlow-ground of your hearts plowed up and bre- 
ken, before you come to receive the jeed of the word, 
according to Hoſea x. 2 If you would have the fal- 
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A180 Heu to ſpend the Morning 
| low-ground plowed up, you muſt ſeek the Lord by fer- 
vent and heart-breaking prayer. 3 
- 3dly, Bring hunger and thirſt with you to God's ban- 
queting-houſe; bring a deep ſenſe of ſoul- wants and 
neceſſities, and longing defires to meet with Chriſt in 
the ordinances : For he fills the hungry with good things, 
when the rich are ſent away empty. O for the hungr 
+ appetites of God's children, when we come to God's 
houſe! Say, „O that, like a new-born child, I may 
this day defire the ſincere milk of the word for my 
„ nouriſhment! and, O that, like a true child of m 
*© heavenly Father, I may love that milk beſt which 
* comes warm from the breaſts of publick ordinances !” 
IV. Search into theſe luſts and evils that hinder the 
ſucceſs of ordinances; caſt them out, and guard care- 
fully againſt them. If you would have God this day 
to hear your prayers, and accept of your facrifices, 
vou muſt regard no iniquity in your hearts, you muſt 
throw out all boſom-luſts and idols. Chrift faith to 
you this day, as once he did to Judas in another caſe, 
John xviii. 8. If therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their 
way: Let your pride, worldlineſs, prejudice, &c. go 
away; for they bar Chriſt out of the heart. | | 
1. Throw out worldlineſs, and all thoughts about 
the world, that you may with your whole ſouls this 
day attend upon God: Say to the cares of the world, 
as Abraham to his ſervants, Gen. xx1i. Stay ye here, 
#ill J go yonder to worſhip God. Suffer not a vain 
thought this day to take up its lodging in your heart, 
according to Jer. iv. 14. It is ſaid of Bernard, That, 
when he came to the church-door, he would ſay, Stay 
here, all my earthly thoughts. Nay, ſay this alfo before 
you come from home. Worldly hearts will hinder ] 
you from getting good of the ordinances; they wil 
make the church like the market-place to you, fall off 
| tumult and diſtraction; * will make ſuch a noiſe 
L and buzzing in your ears, that you cannot hear; ot 
they will make you wander in time of hearing, as theſe, 
Exel. xxxiii. 31. Nay, they will make you weary of 
all Sabbath-work, as theſe, Amos viii. 5. i | 
2. Lay aſide /6//-conceit, ox a good opinion of e 
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ſelves, your duties and performances; count all theſe 
but dung and loſs for the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt :/ 
For, if you*®lean upon your prayers and preparations 
this day as any piece of righteouſneſs before God, this 


will mar your acceſs to God this day, and make the + 


ordinances.prove dry breaſts to you. 


3. Throw out all prejudices againſt miniſters, and 2 | 
gainſt the laws of Chriſt; and with meekneſs lay your 


| ear and heart open to receive inſtruction, ſaying with 


Paul, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? and with 
Samuel, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth. 

4. Guard againſt doubtings concerning the truths of 
God, and myſteries of religion: Let us captivate and 
fubject reaſon to faith, and deal with it, as Joſuhua did 
with the Gibeonites; he made them hewers of wood, 


| and drawers of water for the ſervice of the temple : So 


let us make reaſon ſubject to faith, and ſerviceable to 
religion; but nowiſe ſet it up as a ſtandard for exami- 
ning its myſteries by, ſince they are above its reach. 
5. Beware of erroneous principles; for theſe will mar 
the good of ordinances to you; while there is an er- 
ror in the foundation, you cannot be built up in the 
moſt holy faith, Chriſt bids us be wiſe as ſerpents; and 
ſerpents (they ſay) whatever injury is offered to them, 
their great care is to preferve their head. Let it be 
our great care then, not only to preſerve our hearts 
and hands from ſin, but our heads from error; eſpe- 
cially when there are ſo many falſe teachers going a- 
broad, ſeeking to pervert the ſimple, by fair words and 
falſe {pong tes. „ f 1 + Toon LN 
6. Beware likewiſe of ſchiſm and diviſion, and guard 
againſt theſe who are inſtruments to divide and ſcatter 
Chriſt's ſheep. Do not ſtraggle from Chriſt's flock 
but abide cloſe by the place where the good Shepherd 
feeds his flock, and makes them to reſt at noon, and do 


not turn aſide after the flocks of the companions, Cant, 


1.15 8 | 

_ I refer the handling of the duties of maſters of fa- 
miles, as ſuch, till afterwards: Only, it ought to be 
their care early to call their families together to pray 
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182 How to ſpend the Morning 
2 s early this day as others. Let not your ſervants and 
children waſte away this morning in ſleep and idleneſs, 
but call them up as early to God's work this day, as 
you do.to your own upon other days. | 
_ - How blame-worthy are theſe families, and eſpeci- 
ally the maſters thereof, who on week-days can riſe 
| betimes to {follow their worldly bufineſs, but on the 
Lord's day/ do ly longer in bed than ordinary, giving 
themſelves to-carnal eaſe and reſt 2. Is this to keep holy 
the Sabbath-day, thus to fleep and loiter away the firſt 
and chiefeſt part thereof? is this the way to accom- 
Pliſh the work of the Sabbath, to promote the glory 
of God, and carry on the work of your ſalvation? All 
of you have great work to do this day; therefore riſe 
early to it, as the Iſraelites did to the beſieging of 
Jericho. They had been encompaſling the city fix 
days before; but we are told, Joſh: vi. 15. That, on 
| #he ſeventh day, they roſe early about the dawning of 
the day, and compaſſed the city ſeven times: And fo 
that day they became maſzrs of the city. And, ac- 
'_ cording to the beſt expoſitors, this ſeventh day, on 
which the walls of Jericho fell down, was the Sabbath. 
Now, O Chriſtian, as the Iſraelites had the ſtrong walls 
of Jericho, ſo thou haſt the ſtrong holds of fin to bat- 
ter down this day; thou haſt theſe Canaanites to con- 
quer, which would keep. thee out of the promiſed Þ 
land: Therefore imitate the 7ſraelites, and riſe early 
this morning to your work : The walls are thick, your 
enemies ſtrong; if you would expect then to conguer 
don the Sabbath-day, and triumph againſt night, ſee 
that you begin the ſiege early. „„ | 
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muſt ſet about, and carry it on conjunctly, as well as 
ſeparately ; by family-prayer, as well as ſecret prayer: 
And ſee that all in the family attend family-worfhip 
this morning. Likewiſe, as occaſion offers, exhort 
_ your children and ſervants to prepare themſelves for 
the publick worſhip, by the performance of ſecret du- F 
ties, particularly reading and prayer. When you are 

at meat this morning, ſhew by your holy ſpeeches, Þ 
© that your minds are not forgetful oz che work of the 
1 | 1 BY | | : ay 


And, if you would manage the _ ſucceſsfully, you 
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Let. as many of them as: can be conveniently ſpared, 


accompany. you to the publick ordinances ;. and ſuffer 
none of them to be abſent therefrom, except in caſes of © 


neceſſity. Remember the fourth command, Then, thy 


- fon, thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, and maid:ſervant, 


and all within thy gates. Let not the dreſſing of meat for 
you keep ſervants from the houſe of God this day; but 


- ſee that you be ablego ſay with Cornelius, (who feared- 


the Lord with all ho ſe) We are all here preſent before God. 
—— Tho' children be young, yet bring them with 


you; for they are capable of getting good by the ward 


ſooner than we are aware. The ſcripture takes ſeveral 


times notice of little ones in the ſolemn aſſemblies, 


Deut. xxix. It. Ezra x. 1. Acts. xxi. 5. If we lay our 
children by the pool-ſide, who knows how early the 
Spirit of God may help them in, and heal them? Take 
your families alongſt with you to the church; leave 


them not behind you, to come ſtraggling to the church 


after worſhip is begun; nor allow them to, drop away 
before it be ended. This is very undecent and diſ- 
orderly ; you would not allow them to do ſo with re- 
ſpec to your work. If you were going to the harveſt» 
field, you would not ſuffer them to come or go when 


they pleaſed: No; you would oblige them all to be 
ready timeouſly to come forth together, and fall to 
their work at once, and tarry till they looſed from work 
together: And ſhould you not be as much concerned 


for God's work, as for your own ; for the buſineſs of 
eternity, as for the affairs of time? 


Concerning our going to the church, + 


In the next place, let me give ſome advices relating” _ 


to your behaviour in going to the church, proper 


from | | | 5 0. 3 
Having dreſſed your ſouls, as well as may be, this 
JEL | M4, 


eſpecially for you whole houſes ly ſomewhat remote 


day. Check playing and idle talking, both in children 
and ſervants, and labour to engage them by your ex- 
ample to ſhew a more grave and ſerious air in their 
countenances this morning, than upon other occaſions. 
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morning, according to the foreſaid directions; go forth, 


watching over your hearts and ſenſes, having the live- 


ly impreſſion of God's eye upon you, and believing 


that he takes ſpecial notice of all your thoughts, words 
and actions this day. 1 8 

If you walk in company with others, take heed to 
your words, that they be ſavoury and ſuitable.  O 
that people would guard againſt worldly diſcourſe in 


their going to the church (which very much diſcom- 


Poſeth the heart for the publick worſhip) and would 
talk of ſpiritual ſubjects, of the deſign and work of 


e day, and encourage one another to it! How plea- 


fant would this be! This was the antient practice of 
God's people, Zech. viii. 21. and we ſee how much 


David is taken with it, Pſal. cxxii. 1. I was glad, 


when they ſaid unto me, Let us go into the houſe of the 
Tord; q. d. It was the moſt pleaſant ſound I heard 
all the week through, to hear people encouraging one 


another to aſſemble to God's publick worſhip, in God's 


_. houſe, upon God's day. This to him was the moſt plea- 


fant journey ever he went; he was not backward to it, 


He did not weary of it; nay, it was the joy and life of 


his foul ; he was glad of it. How few among us are 


in this frame! Alas! inſtead of it, there are many in 


our day glad of any trifling excuſe to ſtay them at home, 
or take chem away from the afternoon's ſermon. _ 

If you live at ſome diftance from the church, and 
be tryſted with carnal company by the way, who ſavour 
nothing but the world; it is beſt for thee to retire 
from themo thine own meditations, leſt thou be in- 
fected with their carnal and corrupt communications: 


For even a Peter, when he is converſing and warming 


his hands with the enemies of Chriſt, his heart turns 


jce- cold and frozen to Chriſt his Maſter, till a love-blink 


from the Sun of righteouſneſs thawed it again, 
If better meditations offer not to thee by the way 


I ſhall furniſh thee with ſame very fuitable from natura 


things, which are objects of your ſenſes. | 
If it be in a winter- morning thou goeſt out, when 
the ſun is but riſing, think, If one ſun make ſo bright 


2 morning, what a ſhining morning will that be, when 


1 Chrift, 


1 , 
e. 


e 4 
 Chrift, with _ bright angels and faints, ſhall break 
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through the clouds, when there ſhall be as many ſuns | 
as We ſee ſtars in a winter's night? O! fhall I be one 


of theſe that ſhall ſhine as the ſun in the kingdom of my 
Father? Nr 


If it be in the ſpring-time, and when a pleaſant rain 


3 falling upon the graſs and corns, think, The Sabbath 
ſhould be a grow-day for believers. This day God is 
as the dew to Iſrael. O that my ſoul may grow as the 


lily, and reyive as the corn! O that I may grow in- 
ward in fincerity, and outward in good works; down- 


| wWwardinhumility, and upward in heavenly-mindedneſs! 
Let the doctrine of God's word this day drop on my 


foul, as the ſmall rain upon the tender herb, and as the 


ſhowers upon the graſs, that I may wax taller in grace, 


and ſtronger in faith and love. This day I ſhould be 
going from ſtrength to ſtrength, according to Pſal. Ixxxiv. 
7. As the bee is buſy in going from flower to flower, 
ſtill gathering hony as ſhe paſſeth; ſo ſhould I this day 
g0 from duty to duty, from one ordinance to another, 
rom praying to reading, from reading to hearing, from 
hearing to meditating; ftill gathering grace and ſtrength 
as I go. = | 5 
Dot thou look to the heavens? Think, I have my 


? 


Saviour and my All there; there is the place of my 


everlaſting abode. Senſe tells me what the outſide of 


it is; yet that ſpangled roof over, my head is but the 


pavement of that glorious palace, where I ſhall enjoy 


my eternal Sabbath, and my everlaſting reſt in Chrift's 


boſom. O my ſoul, yonder is Goſhen, the region of 
light; yon twinkling ſtars, ſhining moon, and flaming 
ſun, are as but lanterns hanging out at thy Father's houſe, 
to light thee, while thou walkeſt in the dark ſtreets 
of the earth. Little doſt thou know the glory, mirth 
and joy that are within: O what are worldlings joys 


to them! O let my affections and deſires this day mount 
thither, that this may be one of the days of heaven 


to my ſoul! 1 45 
Again, think, The Lord hath ſpread out the heaven 

as a curtain, Pal. civ. 2. and, notwithſtanding of its | 
rapid motion, this curtain hath continued ſpread ow Oo 


— 


| theſe fix thouſand years, and not one hole is to be 
feen in it to this day. Is not heaven then a ſafe place 
for me to lay up my treaſure in, where none can wud 
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through and ſteal it from me? O that my portion anc 
treaſure may be there; that, where my treaſures, there 
my heart may be alſo! 5 
Doſt thou ſee the clouds? Think on the day when 
Chrift will rend and break through them; as he went 
up triumphing in a cloud to heaven, in like manner 
he ſhall come again, Are the heayens of ſuch bright < 
and pure matter ? think on the purity of the inhabitants 
thereof. There is no room, no, not a foot-breadth, 
for 1mpure perſons in the heavenly Feruſalem, where 
the gates are of pearl; no profane ſinner, no unclean - 
thing ſhall enter there, 8 8 5 
When thou walkeſt on the ground, think, This whole 
earth is but my Father's footſtool, that he hath given 
me to tread on: O how glorious then muſt his palace 
bel yet it is mine in Chriſt.— Again, This earth hangs 
uon nothing, Job xxvi. 27. O ſhall I be fo fooliſh as 
to hang my hopes upon that which hangs on nothing? 
——— Again, wonder at God's power and faithfulneſs, 
that, notwithſtanding it hangs as a ball in the air, and 
hath had many dreadful tempeſts upon it, and terrible 
earthquakes within it, yet God hath kept it from 
moving out of its place near theſe fix thouſand years 
_ — © 6s 2 
72 Doſt thou "RE upon the graſs? Think how God 
calls thee thereby to remember thy fading life and 
withering condition, every ſtep thou makeſt, I/ a. xl. 
6. All fleſh is graſs, and death is coming with his 
ſcythe to mow dow this graſs: And tho ſome graſs 
eſcape the ſcythe in ſummer, when it is freſh and green, 
yet the winter-froſt will wither it away; ſo, tho' you 
eſcape the ſcythe of death in the ſummer of your 
| yoalh, yet the winter of old age will come and wither 
_— \ 
s Doſt thou paſs over a little brook or rivulet in the 
- Way? Think, O if I could ſay this day with the pfal- 
mitt, val. Xi, Iz 2. As the hart pants after the Fee 
5 b e #70085, 
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Brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God; my ſoul 
ehirſteth for God, for the living God; when ſhall I come 
and appear before God ? na 
Doſt thou go up an aſcent ? Think, the way to hea- 
ven is all up the hill, Pſal. xxiv. Lord, ſtrengthen me 
to climb it, without fainting or ſliding back, O that 
my ſoul this day may be aſcending to God, and God 
may be deſcending to me! „„ Re 
Doſt thou behold the ſea? Wonder at the ebbing 
and flowing of it, and at God's power and goodneſs, - 
that ſets reſtraining bounds to it. How eafily might 
that power, that makes it to flow 20 foot, make it 
flow 200 foot? and ſo it would overflow our ſea- 
towns and adjacent coaſts; but the Lord's goodneſs 
commands it back again by its ebb.  _ . 
Doſt thou ſee a ſhip in the ſea? Think, Chrift's 
church is compared to a ſhip; this world is the ſea, 
through which ſhe fails; believers are the paſſengers ; 
God is her pilot; the angels are her rowers; faith is the 
helm; hope is the anchor: For a maſt, ſhe hath, in 
midſt of her, erected the ſaving tree of the croſs ; the 
graces are the fails hanging thereon ; the Spirit is the 
wind that fills them; but Chriſt Alone is the bottom 
that carries all ſafe and ſure to the haven of eternal reſt 
and felicity. O let my ſoul lean upon no other bot- 
tom. Again, think how mercifully Chrift delivered 
his diſciples, when toſſed ina ſhip on the ſea in a dark 
night. My foul is a little ſhip, often ready to be 
overwhelmed with the waves of temptations: O then, 
when it is in this danger, let me awake Chrift by my 


prayers.— Again, as it is ſaid of the mariner with i 


reſpe& to his 5 that he ſails always within four 
inches of death; ſo 


to the body, that it lives ſtill within four inches of 


it may be ſaid of the ſoul in relation 


eternity: If theſe earthen veſſels break, then our ſouls + : 


are immediately ſet a- drift into the bankleſs and bottom- 
leſs ocean of eternity. Lord, let not my ſoul lanch 
out into that deep, while I am uncertain whether it 
ſink or ſwim. 5 by | . 

Doth it rain upon thee while the ſun is ſhining 2 
Think, if the ſun of God's countenance ſhine on 10 
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J may be well content to be wet with ſome rain of 
_ affliction : This 5 doth counterbalance any trouble ' 
whatſoever. 
Art thou drawing near to the church? Then put 
up fome fervent ejaculations and prayers for God's 
 blefling and preſence. Say as Abraham's ſervant did, 
when he came to the well of water near the city, Gen. 
xxiv. 12. © O Lord God, I pray thee ſend me good ſpeed 
this day. Let me not miſs my7zerrand ; let it be the 
% day when ſalvation ſhall come to my heart and houſe ; 4 
« let it be the day of my new-birth, the day when 


1 * my hard heart will be broken; let it be a day to be 


« had in everlaft ting remembrance.——— As I am 
* drawing nigh to thy houſe, Lord, draw nigh to my 
& ſoul, and let me have a meeting with thee this day. 
& As thou art to knock at the doors of my ſoul by the 
* hammer of thy word this day, Lord, come and make 
patent doors for thyſelf, and command thy loving- 
„ kindneſs to break in. Lord, open my eyes, that [I 
& may ſee the wonders of thy law; open my ears, _= | 
I may hear the charming voice of the Son of 
open my heart, „that the King of glory may e — 
in; and, open my lips, that my mouth may ſhew 
« forth thy . 

Doſt thou come within ſight of the church? Let 
my heart rejoice to ſec Jeruſalem a quiet habitation, 
and pray that Gol may ſtill create 4 cloud of defence 
apon every dwelling-place in mount Zion, and upon all 
Her aſſemblies; and that the mountain of the Lord's houſe 
enay be exalted above all mountains. We ought to be 
much concerned for the church, and prefer Jeruſalem 
above our chief joy. Let us do, ina ſpiritual way, what 
Simon Maccabeus did in a natural, who, with three 
years labour, took down the top of mount Acra in Je- 


| 7uſalem, that no hill there might compete in height 


with the temple of God: So let us cauſe the greateſt 

mountain of ſecular intereſt vail to the mountain of the 

houſe of the Lord. Z 
Do you ſee a poor man begging by” the way ? Let 

E it awaken your gratitude and thankfulneſs, that you 
| aue not in his caſe, and he in yours ; and that you are 

| | not 
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not begging from him, inſtead of his begging from you- =} 
Hearken, how importunate ſome beggars are; with 
what warm and feeling expreſſions do they plead * 
they uncover their ſores, and ſhew their maladies» 
and uſe all methods to move our compaſſions ; when 
we think to put them off with excuſes or refüſals, yet 
they follow us, and, by their importunity, draw an alms 
from us: Then think with yourſelf, O why do not I 
thus with God? why am I ſo careleſs in ſeeking an 
alms of mercy from him? is not my need greater than 
any beggar's? is not the alms I am ſeeking far better? 
is not the fulneſs and piety of the Giver infinitely more? 
and ſhall I be ſo formal and lifeleſs in prayer? It was 
a good counſel of one, that bade people learn to pray 
of beggars. | 8 

As it is one of the duties of this day to make col- 
lections, and beſtow alms for the relief of the poor; 

ſo you would take heed that you perform this duty 
in the right manner, that you do it not for the praiſe 
of men, but for the glory of God. Pray that your 7 
alms may be perfumed by the incenſe of Chriſt's merits, 
that they may be a ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice unto God. 
Would you have a bountiful alms from God this day? 
then give liberafly to his poor. Remember Chriſt's 
eye is upon you, and noticeth from heaven what every . 
one caſts in to his poor this day, as well as he noticed 
the poor widow's caſting in her two mites into the 
treaſury, when he was here upon earth. Tho" you 
have not much to yourſelf, yet you are bound to give 
ſomewhat; and, if it be given inAincerity, God will 
graciouſly accept of it, tho' it be but two mites: Be 
ſure this will never break you, nor waſte your ſubſtance, 
but rather increaſe it, and obtain a bleſſing thereon. 
1 pity thoſe miſerable perſons who want not money to 
_ tipple and drink with, but yet have none to beſtow 
upon God's poor, „ | 
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DiKEcTioNs concerning the fyblick worſhip. 


Proceed to the ſecond thing propoſed, What is nes 


ceſſary to be done in time of publick worſhip, and when 
dꝗae enter into the ch. | 
I. Keep thy foot when thou goeſt into the houſe of God, 
Eccl. v. i. e. Look to your affections, which are the 
feet of the ſoul, by which men go to God, and walk 
or converſe with him. Firmly believe, and conſtantly 
i; remember, that God's eye is very much on your be- 
buaviour while you ate in his houſe. Therefore in the 
tabernacle, which was the place of publick worſhip, 
it was. commanded, Exod. xxv. 37. Thou ſhalt male 
ſeven lamps, and they ſhall light the lamps that they 
may give light; to teach us, that nothing there could 
eſcape God's fight; for in his houſe there was always 
light. - You cannot fin in ſecret there, for there are 
ſeven lamps to diſcover your miſcarriages in the Lord's 
houſe. And, when the temple ſucceeded the tabernacle, 
God fays of it, 1 Kings ix. 3. Mine eye ſhall be there 
perpetually. God Fath an eye, 1/f, Qf obſervation, 
Jer. xvi. 17. to notice with what ſincerity and liveli- 
neſs you offer your ſervices and performances. 2dly, 
An eye of good-will, Amos ix. 4. to approve and 

bleſs you, if you worſhip him ſincerely and faithfully. _ 
zaly, An eye of indignation, Jer. xxi. 10. to bring 
wrath on you, if you approach God irreverently, wor- 
- ſhip him careleſly, and prof? his day. Now, you 
may be aſſured of it, that God is as jealous of his courts 
under the goſpel as he was under the law, and doth 
take ſpecial notice of his peoples behaviour there; for 
he tells us, Where to or three are gathered in his name, 
he is in the midſt of them, Mat. xviii. 20. LES: 
As you onght to have a lively ſenſe of God's om- 
niſcience, when you enter God's houſe ; ſo you ought 
to have awful impreſſions of God's greatneſs, into 
whoſe preſence you come, and a deep ſenſe of your 
vileneſs and unworthineſs to appear before him: And 


1 tance in Chriſt Jeſus. I do not mean that you ſhould | _ 


x $4 as 


therefore be putting up ejaculations to God. for accep- _ 


> of :, : * y > 


ſtand up (as ſome do) to private prayer in a publick 
way, as the Pharifees-did of old in the ſynagogues, to 
be ſeen of men, for which our Saviour reproves them, 


Mat. vi. 5, 6. telling us, that ſecret prayer ſhould be 


performed in a ſecret manner: And far leſs ſhould this 
be practiſed (as ſome do) when the congregation is 
employed in other worſhip ; for this were a confound- 
ing of worſhip, and unacceptable to him who is the 
God of order, and is plainly ,reproved by the apoſtle, 
1. Cor. xiv. Alas! it is to be ſuſpected of many that 
do ſo, that theſe are all the prayers they uſe on Sab- 
bath-morning for preparing themſelves or their families 
for the publick worſhip. But, if you come in before 


worſhip be begun, it is very proper you have your 
private ejaculations, and be lifting up your thoughts 


to heaven in a private manner; and, when you are 


ſet down in your ſeats, . ſee if you be able to give 2 


fatisfying anſwer to that, queſtion the Lord put to the 
prophet, 1 Kings xix 13. What doſt thou here, Elijah? 


Can you fay, Lord, I have come, at thy command, 


* to the place where thy honour dwelleth, to the 


« place where thou uſeſt to tryſt with thy people, that 


« I might meet with thee, and get a glimpſe of oy 
« countenance?” Alas! it is much to be regreted, 
that many. come to church; they cannot tell for what 
end, like theſe Epheſians mentioned, Acts xix. 32. The 


more part knew not wherefore they were come together. 
They come for nothing, and they ordinarily go away 


with nothing. 


Bur as for you, whoſe errand is to meet with God, 


and get quickning to your ſouls, look to the frame of 


your hearts, ſet yourſelves to hear God's word, and 


join in his worſhip with great reverence and fear; con- 


ſider, not only miniſters {God's ambaſſadors) are pre- 


ſent, but the glorious angels are prcient, nay, the God 
of angels himſelf is preſent ; therefore ſay as Jacob did 
of Bethel, Gen. xxvili. 16, 17. Surely the Lord is in 
this place. How dreadful is this place! This is none 
ether but the houſe of God, and the gate of heaven. In 
every part of God's worſhip this day, whether fing- 
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ing, praying, hearing, partaking, ftudy to behave 8ñ 
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one that believes he is ſiſted in the preſence of the 

_ alk-ſeeing God, as one that is working for his immortal 
ſoul, as one that within a few days ſhall enter the gates 
of death; and render an account at the bar of the great 
Judge of the world. OY 
II. 1 to be at the beginning of worſhip, that 
you may be able to ſay with Cornelius, Acts x. 33. 
Now we. are all here preſent before God, to hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God. Think not that 
you are in time if you win to the lecture or ſermon, 
tho' you miſs the prayers that went before; for, if 
you ſinfully miſs theſe, you have no ground to expect 
good by the whole day's preaching, fince it is by the 
means of the publick prayers that the word is ſancti- 

. ied to you, and you are prepared for it; and what 
good can the word do you, if God bleſs it not to you? 


and how can you look for the bleſſing, if you come 
not to ſeek it : 


_ offenſive to God, ftumbling to ſerious Chriſtians, and 
injurious to your own ſouls. Alas! upon what ſmall 
and fr:volous excuſes do many {tay back from the pu- 

blick worſhip, or linger in coming to it? a little buſi- 
neſs, a little rain, ſnow or cold, will detain them from 
the means of ſalvation. You that cannot hear the 
word, or come in time to God's worſhip for a little 

cold now, confider what an alteration there will be 
in hell; there it will be hot enough, and you ſhall not 
have liberty of hearing. Did the cold hinder you ? 

- there the heat ſhall puniſh you for it. Doth a little 
rain or ſnow keep you at home, when Chriſt is calling 


you to receive him? how then will you endifre that 
horrible tempeſt, which he will rain on goſpel-ſtighters, 
even a flood of kindled brimſtone that will never ceaſe. 


7 


nor quench. 


III. When you firſt ſed\the miniſter this day in the 


pulpit, think, O how welcome ſhould I make him 
* that bringeth glad tidings, even the news of recon- 
6“ ciliation to a periſhing world? Lord, how great is 


* thy clemency to us this day, in ſending thy ambaſ- 
« fadors with an olive-branch of peace, and not a 
| | 5 | E trumpet. 


. 


— —ñöPœ ü᷑— l 2—U[A—mũ oe —— — 7 
3 5 > alas — 


It is not the way to profit by one or- 
dinance, to neglect another. To be late of coming is 
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& trumpet of war in their mouths? Conſidering our 
reiterated rebellions and provocations, it might have 
been expected we ſhould have had a fearful meſſage 
ſent us, like that of the flying angel, Rev. viii. lt. 
Wo, wo, wo to the inhabitants of the earth, &c. But, 
inſtead of this, we have that ſweet meſlage in I/a. lv. 1. 
renewed, Ho, every one that thirſteth, come to the wa- 
ters, and he that hath no money, come, buy, &c. and 
that in v. 7. Let the wicked forfake bin way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, &c. That 
is a joyful ſound. How then ſhall we eſcape, if we ne- 
glect ſo great ſalvation ? . a 
IV. Study to be devout and reverend in the publick 
worſhip, both as to the frame of your mind, and ge- 
ſtu « of your body. It was a good advice of one, 
for this end, Fix your eye on the miniſter, your ear on 
the word, and your heart on God. . Aw your hearts in- 
to a holy reverence, by viewing the holineſs and pow- 
er of that God whom ye worſhip, and revolving his 
titles of majeſty; ſo did the pfalmiſt, P/al. Ixxxix. 
6, 7, 8. Who in heaven can be compared to the Lord? &C. 
—— God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of his 
| ſaints, &c.— O Lord God of hoſts, who is a_ ſtrong 
Lord like unte thee? &c. Make a covenant with your 
eyes, that they gaze not about in ſpying your neigh- 
bours clothes and geſtures. A gadding eye is the ready 
way to make a wandring heart. The devil hath many 
objects to tempt and divert us; firſt men let looſe their 
eyes, and then away goes the heart. Make a covenant” 
with your eyes this day, that they neither ſhut with 
ſleep, nor wander after vanity.-—-Tho' bodily ſervice 
without the heart profiteth little, yet the worſhip of 
our bodies is not to be wholly {lighted ; God hath a 
right to the adoration of our bodies as well as our ſouls, 
for Chrift ſuffered for both, 1 Cor. vi. 20. And we 
find Chriſt and the ſaints in the. ſcripture uſing reve- 
rend geſtures in prayer. I dare not ran reſtrict 
people to any one particular geſture in publick prayer, 
neither deſire I to lay more ſtreſs upon geſtures than 
they will bear, ſince I know communion with Gd N 
r maß. 
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may be obtained in any geſture; yet I muſt own, that 
it is the unhappy. effect of our conteption about ge- 
tures, that ſome ſerious perſons, who have a derout 

.* reſpe& to God and holy things, do yet ſeem more ir- 
1 reverend in their outward carriage, than ſome who are 
BT . ftrangers to the power of godlineſs, and immoral in 

. their converſations. I know theſe place all their reli- 

' ion in outward geſtures and forms, and go no further; 

| Fer this warrants none to run to the other extreme, 

co deſpiſe a decent or devout geſture; If weakneſs of 

_ nature require a perſon to ſit in time of publick prayer, 

1 do not quarrel it; but, when no juſt cauſe can be 

pleaded for it, I cannot ſay that it is a ſuitable praying 

I: poſture at publick worfhip. A lazy ſluggiſh poſture in 

1 prayer ends to bring on ſleep and drowſineſs, and make 
A us forget what we are about; whereas, when we and 

up, and univerſally change our poſture when puick 

prayer begins, it helps to awaken people to think upon 
the ſolemn addreſſes they are making to the great God. 

Only let us take care, that there be no vanity, ſelf— 

conceit or affectation in the poſtures of our bodies at 

. worthip. , e e 

1 V. Come to hear the word, with a ſincere purpoſe 

1 to obey it, and comply with the whole will of God 

without reſerve, be it pleaſant or harſh to nature; be 

ready to perform every known duty, and part with 
every known fin, be it as dear as your right hand, or 
right eye. It is not enough to ſay, We are all preſent 
to hear the ſermon; but you muſt ſay with Cornelius 
and his company, Act, x. We are preſent to hear all 
things commanded us of God: And in a ſpecial manner 
you mult be ready to hear and obey his great command, 

of believing on the name of his Son, which is the great | 

H end of preaching and hearing. Wherefore, when 

#1 Chrift knocks by his word at the door of your heart,, 

be ready to open, and welcome him in with joy; fay 

2 to him, as Laban to Abraham's ſervant, Gen. xxiv. 31. | 

V Comè in, thou bleſſed of the Lord; wherefore ſtandeſt h 

1 thou wit hout? Tho' alas I cannot ſay what follows, 

have prepared the houſe, yet, Lord, come in and pre- f 

pate it for thyſelf: And tho' 1 be unworthy 7307 
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f | ſhouldſt come under my roof, yet a word from thee can — 

— cleanſe and repair the houſe, yea, and prepare an up- A 

it per _ for thyſelf; Lord, ſpeak the word, and it (halt E 

er be done. 4, Ls * 

e VI. Give cloſs attention to the word. God looſes . 7 

n you this day from the world, that you may attend on a 

1 on the Lord without diſtraction, 1 Cor. vii. 35. Attend 2 

; | this day to what your Lord faith to you, as men who . 

e, believe that every Sabbath and e ſermon, that every 

of prayer and exhortation, evexy call and offer of grace, 

* bring you a ſtep nearer heaven, or nearer hell; nearer 

de to the manſions with Chriſt, or to a dwelling with 

1g devils; and that endleſs eternity depends upon your 

in attention to God's word. How. attentively would a 

ke condemned rebel hearken to his prince, every word 1 

nd being either life or death to him? Conſider, it is mat 

ck ter of life and death to you, yea, your life through 

on all the ages of never-ending eternity; your life depends 

0d. on right hearing, Deut. xxxii. 47. and will you not 

f- take heed? You would have God attentive to your 

at words in the time of your diftreſs, and will you not be = 
attentive to his words in the time of your-health ? 1 
Could a minifter tell you how you might acquire a 


ood eſtate, or where you might find x rich treaſure, 
Foal would hearken to that; but, for an inheritance 
or treaſure in heaven, many think it not worth their 
while to notice: Is not this an argument of ſtrong car- 
nality and atheiſm? O if we could imitate Chriſt's 
hearers, Lake xix. 48. it is ſaid, They were all very at- 
tentive th hear him; the word attentive, according to the 
original, may be rendred, They hanged on him, or, 
They hanged their ears at Chriſt's lips! Let us, in like 
manner, hang upon Chriſt in hearing of the word, 
even as the child doth upon the breaſt, or as the bee 

- upon a flower. | WE ; 2 
There is nothing that Satan aims at more, than to 
divert your attention in time of hearing the word. 
This enemy of your ſouls is buſy every day laying 
ſnares for you, ſeeking your ruin: But O how active: 
is he every Lord's day!] The devil is ſtill firſt at church; 
the children of God never gather together, but Satan 
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is among them: And his great deſign is, to render this 


engine of the word fruitleſs, becauſe by it the ſtrong 


holds of his kingdom have been battered and broken 


down. Now, the way he finds moſt ſucceſs is, by 


tempting our eyes and thoughts to wander, in order 


to keep us from being attentive in time of hearing. 
O then, if we would have the word to profit us, let 
us watch againſt Satan's temptations and ſuggeſtions ; 
let us guard againſt wandring, wearying, drowſineſs, 
or any thing that may hinder our attention. And for 
thoſe that can write quickly, to write down the heads 

f the ſermon in time of hearing, is by ſome reckon- 


ed a good mean to engage the attention, prevent drow- 


ſineſs, and help the. memory afterwards; and ſome 
have found it very refreſhing and. edifying a long time 
after, to be looking over what they had written. But 
eſpecially it is proper for young people to learn and 
uſe this way of writing. „„ 

VII. In a ſpecial manner, take heed to the word 


that ſuits your caſe, and moſt concerns your ſoul ; 


particularly, to that word that diſcovers the ſinfulneſs 
and vileneſs of a poor foul by nature; and to that 
word that points out the miſery of the unbeliever, and 
that ſhews the weight of thoſe curſes, the terror of 
that wrath, and ſeverity of divine juſtice, to which he 
is hourly expoſed; and to that word that ſets out fin 
in its black and bloody colours; to that word that 
ſhews your inability to help yourſelf out of your mi- 
ſerable eſtate; to that word that diſcovers your need 


of Chriſt, and his excellency, fitneſs and ſuitableneſs 
for you; and to that word that comes cloſe home to 
your conſcience, and tells you, as Nathan did David, 


Thou art the man, thou art the poor loſt ſinner that is 
condemned, and for ever undotie, without Chriſt, 


Take heed to that word that points out your 


particular fins, your predominant luſts and idols; 


take with the charge, and cry out, Unclean, un- 


clean. While hearing the word, you ought to place 
your fins, and eſpecially your darling luſts, in the front 


of the battle (as, Uriah) purpolly to be ſlain, and ſay, 


— Lord, 
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« Lord, let theſe ſmooth ſtones taken out of the 
« brook of the ſanctuary be thrown by ſo skilful and 
« powerful a hand, that they may ſink deep into the 
Ss -< forcheads of theſe uncircumciſed ones, to their ut- 
4 ter ruin and deſtruttion.” And O it were happy, 
if, while the word doth touch our fins, our hearts 
were melted like Peter's, and moved to go home and 
_—_ bitterly. O what reaſon have we to weep, when 
we hear of the boundleſs mercy which we have deſpi- - 


ſed, the matchleſs miſery which we have deſerved, the 
8 infinite love which we have abuſed, and the righteous 
= law which we have tranſgreſſed! | DE 
VIII. Mix your hearing with faith, i. e. believe 
> 1. That it is God who ſpeaks; the word is his, an 
t not man's. 2. That he ſpeaks to you in particular, as 
1 if he mentioned you. by. name and ſirname. Put not 
reproofs and threatnings by yourſelves, and ſay, They 
1 belong to your neighbour, and not to you; for this is a 
; dangerous ſtratagem of the devil againſt your ſouls. 
$ Bur let every man open his ear, and hear what the 
t Spirit faith to him, and apply the word particularly to i 
d himſelf; for the beſt plaiſter that ever was made u, 
f can do no good unleſs it be applied. 3, Believe that 
e what tie Lord ſpeaks to you by his word, is true and * 
n certain; that his doctrine is holy, and his laus juſt: 
Jy that his -hreatnings will be ſtrictly execute, and his pro- 
* miſes faithfully accompliſhed, It is for want of faith 
d that the word doth not profit. If but as much credit 
is were given to the divine teſtimony and word of God, 
0 as we give to human teſtimony and the writings of men, 
2, the word would have more ſucceſs and efficacy than, 
18 alas! it hath on the moſt patrt. 
ſt. IX. Lay up what you hear in your hearts and me- 
ur mories, and be at all pains to retain it; for the devil, 
E like the fowls of the air, is at hand to ſnatch away _ 
— the ſeed of the word as ſoon as it lights, if we be not 
ce careful to hide it in our hearts. Therefore it is a good 
NT help in time of hearing, to be often recalling and re- 
Ys peating the heads of what has been ſpoke in qur minds; 
d, for when we hear a head but once, and think no more 


upon it till the ſermon be done, we are fair nil it. 


* 8 . 
_  — 
— * 


198 Directions concerning 
X. Join cordially with the congregation in ſinging 
che praiſes of God. This is a heavenly duty, pleaſant 
to God, and profitable to yourſelves; therefore be con- 
ſcientious in the performing of it: Sing with under- 
ſtanding, and meditate upon what you ſing; fing with 
grace in your hearts, Col. iii. 16, It is grace that 
Jweetens the voice in God's ears, an old heart cannot 
ſing a new eſong; nay, grace muſt be in a lively exer- 
Ciſe when you fing, according to Pſal. lvii. 8. you ſhould 
F . cry to your hearts and to your graces, and particular- 
- ly to faith, love and delight, as in Judges v. 12. 
1 Aale, lawałe, Deborah, awake, awake, utter a ſong, &c. 
' there ſhould be great warmneſs of love and affeftion 
. to God when we ſing to him, according to 1j4. v. 1. 
5 Look well then to your hearts in ſmging, mind the 
| matter more than the muſick, the cleanneſs of the heart 
nm more than the clearneſs of the voice. 5 . 
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I cannot paſs ſome here, witheut a reproof, ſuch 
as theſe, 1. Who fit dumb in the congregation, while 
—_ - their neighbours are praiſing God, as if the devil had 
33 tackt their tongues to the roof of their mouth: Think 

not this work below the greateſt of you, for it is your 

honour. Excuſe not yourſelves by faying, you cannot | 
ſing muſically; for, if you had any delight in the duty, 
you would ſing as you can. 2. Theſe who, in ſinging, | 
notice the tune more than the matter, and mind the 
voice more than the making melody in their hearts to the 

Lord. 3. Thoſe that abſent themſelves from the finging | 

of the pſalms, who either come not in at the beginning 

of, worſhip till the pſalms be over, or riſe and go out | 
at the cloſe before the pſalms be ſung. Would you know | 
whoſe diſciples they are who do ſo, they are not Chriſt's, 
but Judas's; for when Chriſt ſang the hymn on the 
back of the cemmunion, Mat. xxvi. 30. all the diſ- 

. Ciples were preſent but Judas, that ſlipt out before 
the Pfalms; and, fince he turned his back upon'ſo ſweet 
a duty, it could not be a good errand he was doute 
"OF 1 * | "about; 
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hang himſelf: O then, take warning, and follow Ju- 


dass example no more. n ö 
XI. Let none go forth before pronouncing of the 

bleſſing. God allows none, great or ſmall, to go out be- 

fore his worſhip be ended; both prince and people muſt 


meet and part at the fame time, Exek. xlvi. 10. Theſe 


that wilfully depart without hearing the bleſſing pro- 
nounced, and make a cuſtom. of it, if they repent 
not, it is to be feared they muſt one day ſtay to hear 


that ſentence, Depart from me, you curſed. You run 


1 | 199 
about; it was firſt to betray his Maſter, and then to A 


away from the bleſſing, but you cannot run from this 


curſe. Wherefore let us ſtay the bleſſing, and reverently 


ſtand up (as the congregation of Iſrael did, x Kings viii. 


14.) to receive our ſhare in it, hoping and praying 
that it may come down upon us, as it ſurely will, if 


we believingly look up to him, that commands the 


bleſſing upon mount Zion, even life for ever more. 


* _ 1 * 
— — 
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Concerning our behaviour betwixt ſermons. 


betwixt ſermons. | IS 
1ſt, If the intermiſſion beſomewhat long, and your 


houſes near-hand, then retire to them, meditating upon 


T JAVING finiſhed the work of the forenoon, you ? 
muſt take care how you di:zoſe of yourſelves - 


what you have heard, and fixing the convictions and 


directions into 1 ; beware of worldly thoughts 
or words by the way. | 0 | 


2dly, Aſſoon as you come home, go to ſecret prayer, 


and beg God's help to improve what you have heard, 
that it may kill ſin and quicken grace in you; and that _ 


God may ſtrengthen your weak memories to retain it, 


and pardon your failings in his ſervice. | 
24ly, Eat ſparingly betwixt ſernions, left it dull your 


ſpirits, and indiſpoſe you for the afternoon's work; 


and ſee that your diſcourſe in time thereof be ſuitable r- 


to the day in: 
4thly, If time allow, neglect not to call your fa- 
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200 Concerning our Behaviour 9 
1 Dy If you have any time to be alone, ſpend it fro= d 
N gallyin reading, praying, or meditating ; let not a mo- v 
ment of it be loſt: Either think on what you have been te 
bearing, or draw ſpiritual inſtructions from what you n 
wel ſee. Do you fit by the fire, and ſee the ſparks fly up ? ir 
14 think, © Man is born to trouble as the the ſparks upward, gi 
i! « Job v, 7. Sin hath filled my ſhort life with troubles ; en 
N < but bleſſed be God, that I am this day invited to 2 
come to Jeſus Chriſt, who is a remedy both for ſin di 
38. and forrow.”' . . f w 
Dioſt thou ſee a /pider in the window weaving cun- W 

7 ning webs to catch the filly flie? think, “ Satan that 

“ cunning enemy is doing the like for my poor ſoul.” | 
Seeſt thou how the ſpider hides itſelf in its hole till fi 
Once the flie be intangled, and then runs to ſeize it, 0 
and drag it into its hole ? © So doth the devil ly in wait w 
8 till once ſinners be caught into his ſnares, and then th 
VI he lays on them, and hales them away to hell with. hi 
3) « him.” Again, think how painfully and curiouſly the al 
9 ſpiders weave their cobwebs to catch flies, never con- - 
1 ſidering that, before their ptey be caught, both they 24, 
318 and their webs may be ſwept down by the beſom and fu 
T4 trode-in the duſt. What is this but a lively emblem MF ol 
i of the curious projects which ſome frame for gaining MF ec 
the world? What are they elſe but a taking great pains en 
to catch a flie? and oft, before it be caught, death MF fo 
comes with its beſom and ſweeps them and their fine S: 
projects down into the graveſaltogether; For in that fr 
day all their thoughts periſlf, Pal, cxlvi. 4. — But G iſp 
how wile are theſe ſouls, who are laying out all their fo 
| thoughts and uſing all means this day to win Chritt ! m 
This is a project that will ſurvive death; here is gain = th 
that death cannot rob them of. Thus we ſee how m 
every thing might learn us a ſpiritual leſſon, if we were | ſv 
T FSpiritually minded, oc en wp bs o 
* 6thly, If you be far from home, and have not a in 
houſe to which you can conveniently 50 betwixt ſer- th 
mons, then improve your time as well as you can, | te 
either in the church or church-yard, by reading, me- ra. 
ditating, private ejaculations, or ſpiritual conferences. in 
It is very fad to hear people in the church-yard this an 


day 
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day talking about their markets, corns, cattle, and other 


0 * 
, 2 * a 

* \ - 

- N 9 . 


7 


tares in the church- yard, as Chriſt's miniſters are in 
ſowing the good ſeed in the church, and hath far more 


increaſe than they. Is it not ſtrange that people ſhould 


go forth from hearing a warm ſermon, yea, a ſermon 
exactly adapted to their ſouls caſe, and yet have never 
a word of it among them more than they had been 
deaf or ſleeping all the time; but no ſooner is the 


word out of the miniſter's mouth, but preſently the 


world is in theirs? 
Queſt. May not we ask or hear news this day? 

Anſ. Asking, hearing, or telling news this day is ſin- 
ful, if it be done to fatisfy curiofity, to divert or put 
off the time; this would bea finding our own pleaſure, 
which 1s forbidden on the Lord's day. Butif it be done 
that we may know how it fares with the church at 
home or abroad, and that we may get our hearts ſuit- 
ably affected with the caſe of Zion, as it was with 
Nehemiah, Neh. i. 2. I asked them concerning the Jews, 
and concerning Feruſalem ; I ſay, in that cale it is law- 
ful; for thus we ſhew our concern for the kingdom 
of Chriſt in the world, and hereby we may be furniſh- 
ed with matter both of prayer and praiſe. Outward. 
events and 9ccurrences, if rightly improven, will be 
ſo far from unframing the ſpirit for the duties of the 
Sabbath, that we may reap much ſpiritual advantage 
from them. Yet us therefore take care to make a 


ſpiritual improvement of the news we hear this day; 


for God's power, mercy and juſtice may be ſeen and ad- 
mired in the occyrrences of providence, as well as in 


makes thee glad ? let it excite thee to bleſs God for the 
{weet goſpel-news of Chriſt's coming to ſave loſt ſinners, 
which thou haſt been hearing this day. Let it put thee 
in mind what glad tidings it will be to a believer to hear 


tence of Chriſt his Judge.—-Doſt thou hear of the 
raging contentions, diviſions and confuſions that are 
in the world? let it mind thee of the bleſt agreement 
and harmony that is among the ſaints and angels above, 
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worldly ſubjects: Alas! the devil is as buſy ſowing his 


the works of creation, Doſt thou hear any news that 


the ſound of the laſt trumpet, and the abſolving ſen- 
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Doſt thou hear of bloody wars and rumours of wars? 
remember the day is at hand, O believer, when thou 
ſhalt be houſed with Chriſt the Prince of peace, where 


there is nothing but perfect peace, union and tranquil- 


lity. | . wm 
But, in cafe you fit or walk alone betwixt ſermons 
in the church or church-yard, you may either think 
upon what you have been hearing, or meditate upon 


your latter end, which the graves you ſeg, and tread. 


on, loudly call you to. Think how oze generation 
comes, and another goes. Our fathers had their day upon 
the ſtage, and they are gone off to make room for us; 
now we have our day upon the ftage, but in a little 


we mult go off alſo, and give place to the ſucceeding 


eneration. As we draw on ſome upon the ſtage, theſe 
thruſt us off it again, and we muſt ſhortly be laid 
with out fathe!s.--—-Again, think what a mortifying 


| fight is before your eyes; there lies the rubbiſh of a 4 


thouſand generations. What is the whole world almoſt, 
but a heap of graves and dead mens bones ? Much of 


the ground we now tread on, as well as theſe graves, | 
was once living; fo that we plow up and dig through 


our forefathers, and muſt ſhortly turn earth ourſelves 


to bury our poſterity. What cauſe have we then to 


be humble? We are made of the ſame metal with the 


N 2 we walk on; God's hands have kneaded our 


odies out of the ſame clay with others, and his fingers 
will crumble us again into the ſame duſt. Let us 


abhor pride, for this piece of ground will lay us all 


Tow enough in a ſhort time: As fix foot of air doth 


contain us while we live, ſo fix foot of earth here will | 
ſuffice us when we are dead; and why ſhould we hoaſt | 
bf any earthly enjoyments? What is it we value our- | 
ſelves upon? is it our high extract? Ah! the worms have 
as noble an extract as we; nay, they are of an older 
family and rife, for every creeping thing was made before | 


man, Gen. 1—---Do you value yourſelves for your | 
riches ? remember both the poor and you ſhallly down | 
in the duft together, and the worms ſhall cover you | 
alike, Job xxi. 26. Nay, the body of. a beggar makes | 


as good duſt as the body of a king; the graye-duſt 2 
. T | 2 
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che one ſmells as ſweet as the other; there it makes no 


obeiſance to it, nor keeps any diſtance from it. 


——_—_ —_— 
hen 


) 


Concerning the afternoon's worſhip. 
| CY "4 | T: 
EN the time for the afternoon's worſhip is 
/ come, ſee that you return again to it in due 
time; think not the half of the day enough 
for the ſervice of God; remember the whole day is 


| his: Your ſouls neceſſities alſo require your attending 


on all diets of worſhip; therefore miſs no opportuni- 
ty, for you know not when you may meet with Chriſt. 
Thomas, by being abſunt from one meeting of the 


diſciples, loft a joyful fight of Chriſt which the reſt 


got, and for ſome time afterwards laboured under fad 
doubting and unbelief: So you that withdraw Toy 
any of the meetings of God's people in the fand ary, 
have reaſon to fear plagues upon your ſouls. You that 


go away unneceſſarily from the afternoon's worſhip 


(as many in the country do) conſider what a ſhrewd 
fien it is, that you have got little good the forenoon, 
and that you are very indifferent what become of your 
precious fouls. Know you not that the loſs of one 
opportunity may be the loſs of your fouls ? It may be, 
in your abſence, the Spirit, who blows when he liſteth, 
did vouchſafe a gale, which might have melted your 
frozen heart; it may be, then the word was ſpoke, 
that, thro' God's bleſſing, might have begun a good 
work on your ſoul: And when you provoke him, 
by neglecting ſuch an opportunity, what do you know. 


if ever he vouchſafe ſuch another gale to you all your 


life again? | . 

As for your carriage during the afternoon's worſhip, 
] refer you to the foregoing directions; for they ſuit 
the afternoon, as well as the forenoon. 

Only there are ſome few things more I would mind 
you of: 

I. If there be ſick perſons who deſire the aid of your 
prayers; as you ought to ſympathize with them, ſo 
you ought alſo to remember God's goodneſs to you 
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204 . Concerning our Behaviour — 
that preſerves you in health, when others are toſſed 
on fick-beds ; that allows you wg his praiſes, while 
others are groning with pains ; 


are detaine&thercfrom. | Wn | 

II. If baptiſm be adminiſtred after ſermon, then 
take theſe directions concerning your carriage on that 
occaſion, 1/f, Beware of removing before it is over, as 
many do; for this argues both a contempt of Chriſt's 
ordinance, which he hath ſolemnly inſtitute for his 
church's good, and want of charity to the perſons to 
be baptized, in that you will not ſtay to pray for them, 
or receive them into the communion of. the wviſtble 


church: As alſo, it ſheweth that you have little re- 


gard to your own ſouls, in that you turn your back 
upon fuch an excellent mean of edification as this is. 
You that are guilty this way, beware of it for the future. 
Confider what an irreverent and unbecoming thing it 
would be, if all would do as you do: And, do you 
not tempt others, by your example, to go off with 
your | | : | ; 
7 2dly, Stay ſtill and pray, for the members to be in- 
grafted, as Others did for you: Pray that God may 
give the inward grace with the outward ſeal, and ap- 
iply Chriſt's blood to the ſoul, as water is applied to 
- the body. 3 5 | 
3d4ly, Remember your own baptiſm and ſolemn en- 


gagements to Chriſt in infancy. Remember Whoſe 


name you bear, whoſe livery you wear, and whoſe 
colours ye are ſworn to: And be humbled for your 
manifold pollutions, your falling ſhort of the grace 
of baptiſm, and walking contrary to your ſolemn vows, 


Examine what fruits you reap from your baptiſm, and 


if you have got your intereſt in pardon of fin, fancti- 
fying grace, and other bleſſings ſealed to you in that 
ſacrament, cleared up and ſecured: And try if ye feel 
the efficacy of Chriſt's blood, repreſented and applied 
in that ordinance, melting your hearts, cleanſing you 
from fin, and quickning you to holineſs. I ſhall ſay 
no More in this place concerning our improving of 
eur baptiſm, nor of the duties of parents who preſent 


hat gives you liberty 
to attend ed ther om. when others, better than you, 


their 


* 


' thefr children to it, nor of theſe who are witneſfes; 
| ſeeing I have handled theſe points pretty fully in m 


| Sacramental Catechiſm, to which the reader is referred. 
III. If you be called after the diſmiſſing of the con- 


gregation, and before you return home, to attend the 
funerals of any of your deceaſt neighbours, let-your 
words and carriage be grave, and ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion; abhor that levity and frothineſs which many 
ſhew at ſuch occaſions. When you draw nigh, and 
ſee the open grave, think, God is cauſing the grave 


to open its mouth, to warn me of my latter end, and 


to tell me, that I muſt ly in it ere long. When you 
ſee the bones ſcattered about the grave's mouth, in 
fearful confuſion, think, My skull and bones will be 
thus lying and trampled on in a ſhort time, and will 
not be diſtinguiſhed from the bones of others; and 
what folly is it for men to be lifting up themſelves, and 
deſpiſing others now ?---- When you hear the doleful 
murmur that is made by the skulls and clods of earth 
ſtriking upon the coffin, think with thyſelf, that it 
ſounds forth theſe words, Remember thou” muſt die, 
conſider thy latter end. When you ſee the grave filled 
up, and covered with earth, and people departing from 
it, think, Thus will I be carried out, and left alone 
by all my friends; and there will be none to bear me 


company in this; dark cell, but the worms, who will 


feaſt themſelves on me, without any to hinder them. 


O to be always humble, and mindful of death! 5 
Laſtiy, Let not the impreſſions of your neighbour's 


funerals wear ſoon off. Some are under a little con- 
cern at the time; but no ſooner is the dead interred, 
and the grave filled up again, but all their ſerious 


thoughts evaniſh, and they return to their ſins and 


pleaſures as before. But ſee that your concern be laſt- 
ing; go away thiaking, I may be the next for whom 
the grave may he opened: Therefore I will wait all 
the days of my appointed time, till my change come. 
IV. If there be any publick worſhip, lecture, cate- 
chiſing, or repetition of the ſermons this evening; 


let all, who can, attend the ſame: For as much of the 


Lord's day, as can be, ſhould be ſpent in the publick 


exerciſes 
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Exerciſes and meetings of God's people. I acknow- 
Jedge, family-duties and ſecret duties are likewiſe to 
be performed, and time muſt be allowed for them ; 
and it is well when matters are ſo ordered, that publick 
and private duties do not interfere on the L ord's day. 
But, whenever they ſeem to do it, let it be obſerved 
As a rule in this caſe, - The private ought to give place to 
the publick; for it is one chief end of ſetting apart this 


[ i gap, ſolemnly to acknowledge God, and celebrate his 


Worſhip, in the aſſemblies and meetings of Chriſtians. 
:$$14+$4+ h 


Concerning our behaviour after publick worſhip.- 


Come to the third thing, to ſhew what is neceſſary | 
to be done after the publick worſhip is over.” 

I. If you be going home in company with others, 
then confer together upon the ſermons you have heard, 
by the way: For, Deut. xi. 18, 19. you are command- i 
ed, not only to lay up God's words in your heart, hut 
to ſpeak of them when you walk by the way. We ſee | 

Chriſt's hearers talk'd of the word by the way, Luke | 
XXIV. 32. Did not our hearts burn within us, while he 
opened to us the ſcriptures? I know this is the practice 
of the Chriſtians in ſome places, tho | fear there is 
little of this ſort of conference among us: Inſtead of 
it, I fear it is the talk of many, when going home, 
of this and the other perſon they ſaw in the church, 
or ſpake with about worldly affairs. * 

II. If you have not occaſion for converſe, then | 
meditate upon what you have heard through the day, 

/ P/al. Ixii. 10. Gyd hath ou once, yea twice have 1 

heard it, faith the pſalmiſt. That which God ſpeaks, } 
you ſhould go over it again in your thoughts, and | 
| chew the cud upon it. Let it continue like the ring- | 
ing of bells ſounding in your ears after the bells are | 
ceaſed. It was a good anſwer that one, coming from | 
church, gave to another that asked him, I the ſermon | 
was done? Nay (lays he) the congregation is dif- 

* milſed, but I hope the ſermon is not done. m 
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III. You may be alſo furniſhed with other occaſio-; 
nal meditations very ſuitable to the day, from the things | 
you may ice by the way. Doſt thou ſee the clouds I 
turning black, and-threatning rain, which cauſe thee 
to mend tay pace and haſte home ? think, Surely 
afflictions are mercies to God's people; they, like a 
black cloud, cauſe them to mend their pace, and long 
to be home at their Father's houſe. © If our ſun ſhould 
always ſhine with unclouded beams, we would not 
make ſuch haſte: Should we find too much friend- 
ſhip in our inn, and kindneſs in our pilgrimage, we | 
would be fair to forget ourſFather's houſe, and our _. 
heritage above. 1 . 
Doſt thou ſee the ſun 4 and haſting down: 
to night? think, The ſun's motion is very ſwift, tha” 
inſenſible in the mean time: He runs many thouſand 
miles in an hour, and flies with incredible ſwiftneſs 
about the earth, carrying our time about with him; 
ſo we (tho' the . part be inſenſible of it) are fly- 
ing as faſt to the grave. O then, ſhould not our ſoulss 
be poſting as hard from fin and wrath, to Chriſt ut 
City of reſuge ? Doſt thou ſee the ſun ſetting, and the 
darkneſs comiug on ? it hath a voice to thee, the day 
of thy life poſteth to an end, the dark night of death 
comes, when thou muſt ſet in the grave: O! ſeethou 

have not thy work to begin, when thy ſun is ſetting, 
and thy day ended; for, when the night comes, 20 
man can work; there is no repentance in the grave. 

Is the sy clear at the ſun-ſetting, ſo that it progno- 
ſticates a fair morning next day ? think ypon the death 
of an upright man, the latter end of that man is peace. 
O believer, the evening of thy day ſhall be ſerene, 
and thy ſun ſhall jet without clouds: The morning ot 
thy reſurrection ſhall be bright, and thy eternity for 
ever glorious. No wonder then, tho' Balaam wiſhed 
to die the death of the righteous, and to have his laf 
end like his. | | 

Is it in the winter-time that you are going home, 
when the sky may be full of ſtars? conſider how glo- 
= 7ous the manſion of the. ſaints muſt be, ſince that be- 
ſpangled roof is but the floor or pavement of their 
III. „ | | palace. 
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obliged to go into the field to attend and gather your 


from every thing you ſee. 
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trees daily falling about me; I fin 
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palace; yet that is my home, where 1 * to lodge 
when night comes, and from which I ſhall never flit. 
O how many millions of bleſſed ſouls dwell therein! 
how lightſom is their life! and how pleaſant is. their 
employment! Shall I ever be-fatisfied till I be there? 
Is it in the ſummer or harveſt time, when you are 


cattie ? beware of carrying an earthly mind alongſt 
with you, but labour to learn ſome heavenly leſſons 


Do your cattle ſtray from you? think, How ready 


am I to wander from Chriſt my Shepherd! Lord, I 1 


have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep: O! ſeek me, and find 7 


me, again; ſuffer me not to wander as far as hell, as. 


| C 
I will certainly do, if thou let me alone; for of my- f 
ſelf I will never find the way back to thee. | 2 

Do you ſee the ſan retiring from us, and the ſum-. t 


mer going away ? mind how the ſummer-days of grace 


will at length go away, and the winter of ſickneſs 
and old age will come on: Let me be buly now, and 
imitate the bee, who gathers her meat in the ſummer, 
and provides for the winter before it come: Oh let 


it to regrete, as Jer. vili. 20. My harveſt is paſt, my 
fummer is ended, yet I am not ſaved. | 

Is it in harveſt, when you ſee the corns cut down 
through the fields ? think how death with his fickle will 
cut you down in like manner, Rev. X1Lv. 15. | 

See you a tree growing? think how the ax of death 
and ſpiritual judgments is laid to the root of the barren - 
tree, or fruitleſs profeſſor.— Again, think how night ; 
and day are like two axes hewing at the root of the 
tree of man's life, without reft ; when the one is up, I 

: 


i 
\ 
| 
2 
me not fin or fleep away my days of grace, leſt I have 6 
1 
1 
] 
( 
1 
ö 


the other is down: Every day a ſpale flies off, and 


every night a chip goes; and ſo, ere long, our bones 
will ly ſcattered about the grave s mouth, as when one 
autteth wood, Pal. cxli. 7. 1 ſee my neighbours as cut 
myſelf beginning 
to totter and ſhake with the frequent blows I am get 
ting: O that in the mean time I may N 
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1 Chriſt-wards and heaven-wards ! for, as the tree falls, I 

CO , . 5, 0 en 
See you a worm crawling on the ground? think = 
10 upon the worm of conſcience that never dies, burt ü 
gau the wicked to all eternity. It is my higheſt 
wiſdom to make conſcience my friend, for it is a friend 1 


that ſticłs cloſer than a brother; it will faithfully attend 
us on a deathbed, and at a tribunal, and adminiſter 
| cordials to us then. But, if conſcience be thine enemy, 

next to God himſelf thou wilt find it the moſt terrible 
enemy that ever a poor ſoul had; thou canſt neither 
reſiſt it, nor flee from it: It is a meſſenger thou canſt 
not deforce, a witneſs thou canſt not caſt, a judge thou 
canſt not decline, and an executioner thou canſt not with- 
ſtand: Poor chriſtleſs ſinner, it will ſerve inſtead of 
all theſe againſt thee. O labour to get it ſprinkled in 
time with Chriſt's blood, and this will pacify it. 
Again, think, What is man but a worm? He is 
= twice ſo called in one verſe, Job xxv. 26. What a poor 

| weak helpleſs creature is a worm? it is eaſily cruſhed 
by the foot, and can make no refiftance. So weak 
and helpleſs is man, with reſpe& to God; he is more 
eatily cruſhed by the feet of his juſtice, than a worm 
is by ours. What madneſs then is it for a worm to 
rebel againſt the Creator of the world? what are the 
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| 
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n kings and princes of the earth, but as ſo many worms | 
ill crawling upon his footſtool? Each of us muſt ere long 
take up our dwelling with the worms, and fay to them, 
th WR Te arg my brethren and my ſiſters. 
en Again, Behold, as worms, when they creep into 
ht the earth, leave their ſlime behind them about the hole's 
he mouth ; fo believers, when they creep into the grave, 
P, leave all their fin and corruptidn at the grave's mouth, 
nd and their ſouls aſcend to God without ſpot or wrinkle. 
25 ales | 
172 | ( 5 
a0 Concerning our behaviour at home in the Sabbath even; 
ng "1 Ing. e e | = 
I -A SSOON as poſlibly you can win home after 
9 4 ſermons, ſet about your ſecret work, and family ? 
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cer, the Sabbath is not over. Therefore ſtudy to 
ſpend the reſt of the day in God's ſervice, and keep 
ſtill the impreſſions of what you have been hearing 
upon your ſpirits. And, if ye would do this, take theſe 


directions. 0 
I. Retire preſently for ſecret prayer and ſelf-exami- 
nation : Pray over what you have been hearing, and 
beg that the Lord may = it in the imagination of the 
thoughts of your hearts. Tunis is a good way both to 
help your memories, and procure a bleſſing on what 
you have heard, Confider whether you had any thing 
of God's Spirit and preience through the day. it God 
withdrew, ihen lament after him, and ſearch into the 
cauſe. If he ſhewed himſelf through the latteſs, then 
bleſs him for u, and go on to walk in the light of his 
sountenance. Hath any good motion been raiſed in 
your hearts by the word? pray for the preſervation of 
it, Hach the word been refreſhing and edifying to 
you? lay it up in your hearts, and commit that to God 


to you againſt the time of your need. Hath the word 
diſcovered any particular ſin or luſt to you? then be- 
wail and mourn for it, and beg mortifying grace to 
ſubdue and conquer it. Have you been negligent in 
hearing? lament it, put on new reſolutions, and cry 
to God for ſtrength; and forget not to employ your 


weakneſs and ſhortcomings, and to ſeparate all the 
defects from your performances, and offer them up 


Was thy conſcience ſtupid, thy heatt hard, and thy 
mind carnal, while hearing a ſoul-rouzing ſermon ? 
be aſhamed of it before God, and chide with thy heart, 
and ſay to it, Art thou worſe than Felix a heathen ? 
& for his heart trembled when he heard of judgment 


heathens and devils be ſooner moved than my hard 


let it be matter of exerciſe and lamentation to ans 
: Ole 
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to keep for you, which. your frail memories cannot 
retain, pleading, that God may. make it forthcoming 
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great Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt, to apologize for your 


in his cenſer perfumed with the incenſe of his merits. 


& zo come, Acts xxiv. Art thou worſe than de s? 
« for they believe and tremble, James ii.” Oh! ſhall | 


heart? Halt thou reaped no benefit through the day? 
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fore the Lord. Let never bare ordinances fatisfy thee, - | 
without communion with God therein. As Zaccheus 
climb'd up into the ſycamore-tree to ſee Jeſus, and, 
when once he had got a ſight of him there, he came 
| down joyfully ; ſo oughteſt thou to go up to the ſy- 
camore-tree of ordinances, for this purpoſe, to ſee - 
God in Chriſt; and, unleſs this fight be granted thee, 
come down ſorrowfully. When men go to meet their 
beloved friend at a certain place, and they miſs him, 
how diſcontentedly do they go away? Alas! what are 
ordinances without God, but as a table without meat, 
a well without water, from which a needy ſoul muſt 
needs depart hungry and thirſty ? Se OTE ON 
It concerns thee to call thyſelf to account for thy 
frame and carriage in hearing, reading, prayer, praiſe, 
| £iving alms, and every duty you have been 79 
in through the day. As God himſelf review'd every 
day's work of his, and ſaw it was good, Gen. i. ſo i i 
| ſhould we review every day, and in a ſpecial manner 
every Sabbath-day's work, and ſee if it be good or nod i 
Let us judge our ſelves, that we may not be judged, - © 
II. Read over theſe portions of ſcripture which you 
| have heard opened, with the ſcriptures cited: by the 
miniſter ; think on them, and beg the illumination of 
| God's Spirit to make you underſtand them. We ſee 
the eunuch was reading the ſcripture upon his return 
from the publick worſkip, and God bleſſed it, and 
& ſent him an interpreter; and, if you do ſo, you may 
expect the ſame, He that ſent Philip to him, will 
$ ſend his own Split to help you; who, when he comes, 
brings ſuch a divine light alongft with him, as will 
make you ſee the truths of the goſpel with another 
eye, and diſcover more in the word than ever you - 
beheld in it before: So that, tho' you have read the 
| {me chapters and verſes about Chriſt many times over, 
yet. then you ſhall be made to ſay, O where were my 
eyes till now, that I never ſaw what is contained here? 
III. Labour by all means to keep up the remem- 
brance and impreſſions of the word thou haſt been 
hearing on thy mind: Let it not be. as a wayfaring 
man to tarry with thee _ for a night; but let it be 
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Concerning our Bel aviour 
an ' inhabitant to dwell with thee all the week over. 
Hath the Spirit made any warm impreſſions by the word 
upon thy ſoul this day? O watch over them, and ftrive 
to preſerve and entertain them through the evening, t. 
and look to God for help. Oh Lord, let me not 
, loſe the heat of this day, in the cool of the even-“ 
« ing. Thy word hath wrought wonderful changes Mt 
« upon others, O that I may likewiſe experience the | 
« ſame, and have it to ſay, I went forth proud, but 
« am come home humble; I went out careleſs and 
* hard-hearted, but am come back thoughtful and con- 
« trite in ſpirit; I went to church a bond-ſlave of Sa- 
„ tan, but am returned a freeman of Chriſt! - 
Poor ſoul, much depends upon your care and watch- 
fulneſs over yourſelf in the evening of the Lord's day, 
that you loſe not theſe things wrought in you by the word 
through the day. There are many like thefe ſoldiers 
who are victorious in the day, but loſe all at night 
thro' their ſecurity and ſloth; they do not watch and 
ſtand to their arms, but ſuffer the enemy to ſurprize 
them, to beat up their quarters, and ſpoil their tents, | 
when they are ſecure, dreaming of no hazard. Many 
are like Hannibal, that know better how to obtain 2 
victory, than how, to improve it when got. Watch 
then againſt the devil, the world, and your own hearts; 
and beware of loſing at night what you gain'd through 
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I ſhall here give ſome advices, in order to the cheriſ- 
ing and improving of theſe good motions, convict- 
ons, or refolutions, that may be begot in you by hear 
ing of the word on the Lord's day. Theſe are part 
kindled by the breath of God, therefore do not ſm other 

them, but ſtrive to blow them up into a flame, by 
prayer and meditation. | VV 
1ſt, Beg earneſtly, that God, who hath begun a good 
work in thee, may carry it on; that theſe conviction 
may terminate in thy converſion here, and thy ſalva- 
tion hereafter.---- Cry, Lord ſuffer not theſe tender 
fruits to be nipped in the bud, or blaſted in the bloſſom, 
by Satan's froſt-winds, or the world's cold blaſts ; but 
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mercifully cheriſh and preſerve. them to maturity, ts 


| the praiſe-of the glory of his grace. 


24ly, Conſider what a crying ſin it is againſt God, 


to negle or ſtifle thy convictions ; He will treat thee - 


as a murderer if thou do it: It is murder to deſtroy the - 


conception in the wamb. Chriſt alſo will take it as a 
ſolemn affront offered to him; for convictions are the 


meſſengers which he ſends to prepare the way for bis 


entry into the ſoul: And, will he not heinouſly reſent 
it, to ſee his meſſengers killed or maltreated? O what 
horrid ingratitude is it to Chriſt, after he hath opened 


the door of our hearts half-way by convictions, to 


| have it ſhut againſt him, when he isjuſt ready to enter; 
or, when he is half-way in, to be thruſt back again, 


and have the door thrown in his face! — 
34ly, Confider how prejudicial it is to thy own ſoul. 


= Tone dying away of thy convictions threatens the life 
of thy ſoul. If you quench them, God may be pro- 

= voked to paſs that dreadful ſentence, My Spirit ſhall 
no longer ſtrive with thee: And ſo there follows a mid- 
night filence, and thou art loſt for ever. O tremble 
for fear of God's judgments, for thy caſe is more dan- 
= gerous than others: No water freezeth ſo faſt, as that 
which hath been once warmed ; and no iron is ſo hard, 


as that which hath been oft heated and oft quenched, 
Therefore, 5 | | 
Athiy, Preſently ſtrike in with thy convictions. Bleſs 


= God for awaking thee, when others about thee are ly- 
ing in a deep ſleep; for viſiting thee, when others are 
= paſled by: 


e content to have thy ſore lanced, and 
thy wound ſearched : Suffer no other plaiſter to be ap- 


in | Plied to it but Chriſt's blood: Go not to heal the wound 
of thy conſcience by the works of the law, and thy 
& own duties; for theſe will at beſt but skin it over for 


a while. Neither go to ſhift off convictions by delays, 
as did Felix; for this is the devil's great ſtratagem to 
It is with the heart as with melted 
wax; if you clap the ſeal to it when it is ſoft, it re- 


ceives an impreſſion which abides; but, if you de- 


lay, it ſoon cools and hardens, ſo that, preſs on it as 
ye will, it is to no purpoſe. Let us then imitate Da- 
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monies, Pſal. cxix. 59. Put forth thy utmoſt ſtrength, 


for the loſs of this ſeafon may he the loſs of thy ſoul. 


day, w day; but the devil cries, To-morrow, to-mor- 


thou mayſt be in hell; To-day mercy is inviting, - 8 


day, put forth all your grace and ſpiritual ſtrength in 1 


night, or thy laſt prayer; knowing that, when death 


cording to Eccleſ. ix. 10. Iſa. xxxviii. 18. 


- apothecary's ointment. Say therefore this day, after 
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vid, Who, when he was convinced of the evil of his 
ways, without any delay turned his feet 10 God's teſti- 


and ſtir up thyſelf to turn from fin, and flee to Chriſt, 
while conſcience is ſtirring, the Spirit ſtriving, Chriſt Wi 
Waiting, his bowels ſounding, and his blood pleading; 


God faith thrice in one chapter, Heb. iv. To-day, to- 


row, to-morrow. Surely God is wiſeſt, and his time 
Htreſt. To-day is thy living day, t0-morraw may be 
thy dying day; To-day thou art on earth, #9-morrow Wl 


morrow Juſtice may be ſmiting : Therefore, while thou 
art called to-day, hear the voice of God and conſcience, Wi 
and harden not your heart. wh, N JT 

IV. Labour to perſevere in prayer this evening; do 
not faint in it, but endeavour with Moſes to hold up 
wour hands this day till the going down of the ſun. Our 
Frequency and importunity in this duty is no trouble, 
but a delight, to the Hearer of prayer. Chriſt faith oft 
this day to his ſpouſe, Thy voice is ſweet, cauſe me to 
hear it. Continue inftant in prayer this day, wreſt- 
ling as Jacob, and ſaying, I will not let thee go till 
thou bleſs me. And as orators, at the cloſe of their 
ſpeech, uſe all their art and skill to move the affections WR 
of their auditors; ſo do you, at the cloſe of the Lord's 


prayer, to prevail with God for a bleſſing. Prayahis | 
evening, as if it were to be thy laſt Sabbath, thy laſt 


comes, thou canſt pray no more: For, as death binds 
up the hand, that it can work no more; ſo it ſtrikes 
dumb the tongue, that it can ſpeak no more; ac- 
V. Study to be denied to all your Sabbath prayers | 
and performances. Beware, my friends, of ſecret 
truſting to them, as any piece of righteouſneſs before 
God; for that will ſpoil all, like the dead ſſie in the 


Jon have done all, We are profitable ſervants. Lo i 


7 
— 


after the publick Worſhip. 215 ü 


f his above all, as if you had done nothing at all, to the 
teſti. WF righteouſneſs of Chriſt to anſwer for all. See that you 
12th, join nothing of your own with this perfect righteouſ- 
hriſt, neſs, in the point of your juſtification and acceptance 
brit with God; for this is both diſhonourable to Chriſt, 
ling; and dangerous to. yourſelves: Therefore beware of it. 
ſou), There is a natural popery in the minds of, all; we 

1: 405 much incline to ſtand upon our own legs, and to have 
mor- ſomething of our own to found upon. But is it any 
time other thing than blaſphemy, to charge Chriſt's ſacrifice 

y be with lameneſs, or his work with deſciency? or to think 
ro with our penny to make up Chriſt's ſum, and with 
, to- our polluted duties to add any perfection to the blood 
thou! of Chriſt, which is infinite? Shall not we reſt con- 
ience, tent with that wherewith God hath declared himſelf 
: == well pleaſed ? Let us then, with Paul, count all things 
; do but dung and loſs for Chriſt and his righteouſnsſs, and 
4 % deſire only to be found in him. 

Our 3 „ 
uble, BE | \ „ i 
th oft Concerning family- duties on Sabbath- night. 
me o 5 DN 
vreſt- 1 N the next place, I proceed to ſpeak of family- 
go till duties requiſite this night, and how theſe are to 
their be performed. 285 | 


= I. O heads of families, ſee that ye be more folemn, 
full and particular in family-worſhip this evening, than 
at other times: It is pleaſant this night to hear uni- 
is verſally the melody of God's praiſe in the rabernacles 
Tt ef the righteous. Lay out your family ſins, wants and 
= ercies fully and plainly before God in family- prayer. 


binds 


. II. Confer about the ſermons, and repeat over what 
ſtrikes you have heard; for the Lord, Deut. xi. 18, 19. res 
- ac-quires you not only to lay up God's words in your 

hearts, but alſo to-ſpeak of them when you 1 your 
rayers houſes, and to teach them your children. You ought 
ſecret allo to call your ſervants and children to an account, 
before as to what they remember, and how they have profited 
in th Þy the ſermons. When you ſend your ſervants to the 
after market, you examine what market they have made; 
Look 


kB Now, the publick ordinances are heaven 's free market 
117) ff A 
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EEE” for theirſouls, and will you never enquire, what they r 
buave gained thereat? This way of rehearſing the ſer- 
mons is very refreſhing and advantageous, and here- 
by one of you would be tiſeful to another; for, what 
one forgets, another may remember. . 
III. Let parents and heads of families take ſome 
time this evening in catechiſing and inſtructing their 
children and ſervants in the knowledge of the prin- 
= Ciples of religion, and of their duty towards God, 
911 their neighbours, and themſelves. We may obſerve 
_ from the iv. of Mark, and xiv. of Luke, that after 
our Lord had inſtructed the people as a publick Preacher | 
on the Sabbath-day, he afterwards did examine and | 
. —— his twelve diſciples as a private Maſter of a fa- 
milly. 3 755 | a 5 
if, Begin with children as ſoon ks they are capable, 
: and inform them, That there is ſuch a 1 God; 
. whom they ought to honour, reverence and love above 
all things:--— That they are his creatures, the work 
of his hands: That he preſerves them, and gives 
them allthe good things they enjoy ; and that every 
good thing is to be ſought from God by prayer, and 
thanks returned to him for the ſame :---- Shew them 
the evil and danger of fin, and how much God hates 
it: That they have immortal ſouls :---- That there is 
a life after death in another world, wherein men {hall WM 
receive a great and eternal reward, or a fearful endleſs 
puniſhment, according as they have done or neglected 
their duty in this world :---- And that God loves thoſe 
who keep his commandments and pray to him; but 
Hates wicked men, and thoſe who do not pray. If 
theſe principles were early inſtilled and rooted in chi- 
dren, they would in ſome meaſure ſtick with them all 
their days. Likewiſe, as they are capable, ſhew them 
. the great degeneracy and corruption of human nature, 
derived to us by the fall of our firſt parents: Alſo, W 
 ſhew them the way of our recovery from this miſer- 
able ſtate by Jeſus Chriſt, who was ſent by God to re- 
deem and 2 us from the bondage of ſin and Satan, 
and from the damnation of hellt. # 
zdly, Before they are capable to read, or get and 
ä | repeat 
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W Philittines, ad 
79 children deſtroy' d by bears; the three children in the 


publiſhed, called, The Mother's Catechiſm for the young 


child. But, aſſoon as your children are able to repeat 
our Shorter Catechiſm, injoin them, and your ſervants 
| allo, to commit it to their memories, preſcribing ſo 

much of it to them every week, and duly examine 


them upon it every Lord's day; for it contains an 
excellent ſcheme, both of the principles of our religion 
which we ought to believe, and alſo of the duties 


thereof which we ſhould practiſe. And is it not far 
better to repeat this, than ballads and idle ſtories, where- 
= with many burden their memories? 1 
=# 34ly, As you ought to learn them to read, ſo you 
= ſhould this day ſolemnly injoin them to read the bible 


and other pious books, and enquire at them what they 


have been reading through the day and bygone week. 
= And, becauſe of the natural backwardneſs that is both 
in young and old to holy duties, you ought to con- 
W trive the moſt wife and effectual methods you can 
think on, to engage them to delight and diligence in 
is reading of the bible; ſuch as theſe, viz. Teach chil- 
& dren the moſt profitable, pleaſant and affecting hiſtories 
and paſſages of the bible; ſuch as, the creation of man, 
Adam's fall, the flood, the deſtruction of Sodom, the 
== ſacrificing of Iſaac, the ſellipg of Joſeph, Pharaoh's 
cutting off the infants, and Moſes's preſervation; Mo- 
= ſes his going up to the mount, and getting the tables of 


the law; the paſſages concerning Samſon's killing the 
avid's killing Goliath ; the forty two 


fiery ſurnace; Daniel inthe lion's den; Jonah in the 
whale's belly; Herod's deſtroying the young children ; 
and the like. Endeavour to tell them theſe paſſages 
as much as ye can in their own language, and this will 
engage them to the greater delight and attention, and 
Cauſe them to remember them the better; alſo, you 


would put them to rehearſe them over again to you. 
©, of HE RTE -* +> _ 
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repeat our Shorter Catechiſm, you ought to frame ma- 
ny ſhort queſtions and anſwers concerning the foreſaid 
| principles, ſuch as they are able to mind, and frequent- 
iy examine them upon them: And, for your help in 
this matter, you may conſult the little catechiſm I have 


\ 
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children to pray, and to ask a bleſling, and give thanks i 


Of Family-anties 
Again, "cauſe them read a chapter of the bible every 
night, and tell you ſome of the principal things in it 
before they ly down; or, when you read a chapter in 
the family, appoint each of them ſome one verſe of 
it to repeat the next- day.----- Moreover, when they 
come to learn to write, it is a good way to give them 
paper-books, to write down what paſſages they think 
moſt conſiderable in the bible, or what remarkable 
fayings and hiſtories they find in other books. They 
might well ſpend the Saturday's afternoon this way, 
when they have moſt leiſure— . | 
In the next place, I: would be of good uſe, when 
you examine them, to teach them to prove every point 
of religion by ſome pregnant place of ſcripture: This 
would be the way to beget in them firm, ſtrong and 
fixed perſwaſions of the truths of Chriſtianity. Many, 
alas! profeſs Chriſtianity, merely becauſe it is the 
national religion, and they were fo educate: They 
build their faith more upon the aſſertions and teach- 
ings of men, than upon the ſure foundation of God's 
word, and all becauſe they were not put to it when 
young, to acquaint themſelves with the ſcriptures, or 
to bring proofs from them for the truth they learned. 
Are there not many profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who, Wl 
if they were put to it, could not give one text of 
ſcripture to prove ſo much as the great de ee UN 
of their religion? It cannot be expected. that ſuch will 
be cloſs adherers to it in a day of trial and perſecution, WM 
A good-way to mend this fault is, to ge the Con- 
72 of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechiſms, which 
are printed with the ſcripture-proofs ſet down at large, 
and make much uſe thereof.----- Laſtiy, As you ought 
to cauſe them attend punctually this day upon the or- 

dinances, fo you ought carefully this night to ask an 
account of the text, and their notes of the lecture 
and ſermons; reprove them for careleſs hearing, en- 155 
courage them when they give any tolerable good ac- 
count, and promiſe them ſome reward to do better 
the next Sabbath. 5 8 
4thly, Ye ought this day to learn and injoin your 
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and alſo cauſe them go an | 
this would be a good mean to engage their love to one 


= 
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for their meat; you may fee ſome helps for them in 


the end of the Mother's Catechiſm_before-mentioned. 


Children cannot pray at firſt without helps: Therefore 
it is fit to teach them ſome ſhart forms; and, in the 
| firſt place, the Lord's prayer, the great pattern of all 


prayer. Teach them to retire every morning andeven- 
ing to pray, and to pray % ee, on the Lord's day ; 
pray together by turns; 


another, and to cauſe them ſtudy to be the more grave 


and exact in their prayers: And therefore it were fit 
W alſo to cauſe them pray ſometimes in your own hear- 


ing.-----Injoin them alſo to be fervent and fincere in 
prayer, and to pray with a lively ſenſe of God's all- 
ſeeing eye that beholds in ſecret, and with an awful 
regard to the judgment of the great day. Likewiſe, 


when they come to any capacity, tell them, That 
they muſt not reſtrict themſelves to their forms, but. 


muſt make additions of their own, and uſe new words 


and expreſſions of their own framing; tell them, That 


God loves theſe words beſt that come from the heart; 


{in and miſery by nature, and of their need of Chrift, 
and his blood to waſh and ſave them; direct them fre- 
quently to ſay, Lord teach me to pray, give me thy Spi- 
rit to help me to pray. Alſo, every Sabbath-night en- 
quire at them what new words and expreſſions they have 
got and added to their prayers, and encourage and 
reward them according to their diligence. O parents, 
neglect not to teach your poor children to pray and 


read: Will you teach them to work, and not teach 


them to pray ? If you do it not, the deyil will teach 
them to ban, lie, and play on the Lord's day. And 
will it not be a fearful reckoning that you will have 
to make ere long for their pray erleſs and periſhing ſouls ? 
A great many children neglect prayer, not ſo much 
from their averſion to it, as from this, that none takes 
care to teach them how to do it; and hence it is, they 
often neglect it all their days: Whereas, if they were 
early taught, and put on the duty of prayer, the ha- 
bit and cuſtom of the thing would make it turn — 
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220 ' Of Famili- duties | . 
and delightful; but, when this is neglected, they can- 
not afterwards be brought to it, without great relu- 
ctance and difficulty. So that you ſee, O parents, if 
you improve not the ſeaſon of youth, the blood of 
your childrens ſouls will be laid to your door. 
5rhly, It is very proper on this day, aſſoon as your 
children are capable, to take them aſide, and folemnly 
to tell them the vows you took on at baptiſm in their 
name, and as ſponſors for them, and how you pub- 
lickly engaged that they would be the Lord's, and re- 
nounce the world, the devil, and the fleſh: And there- 
fore, for your own exoneration, you ſhould take them 
folemnly engaged to do and perform all theſe things 
which you promiſed in their name. Put them to it 
perſonally and explicitely to own and renew, their bap- 
tiſmal covenant, to ſhew themſelves Chriſtians, nat 
only by their parents dedication, but alſo by their own 
deed and voluntary conſent. Let each of them pro- 
feſs and ſay, I chuſe God the Father for my God | 
and Father, I chuſe God the Son for my Redeemer 
& and Saviour, I chuſe the holy Ghoſt tor my Guide 
and Sanctifier, God's word for my rule, God's peo 
«« ple for my companions, holineſs for my way, and 
heaven for my. home.” 1 0 
SGthly, Take care this evening to give both them 
and your ſervants many ſerious and affectionate admo- 
nitions concerning their ſouls, and their duties to God 
and man. Warn them ſolemnly againſt fin and vice, 
and particularly theſe vices that are too common ms Ca 
us; ſtudy to check and diſcourage the beginnings of 
vice in children; obſerve and watch the firſt appearances « 
thereof, and pluck them up by the roots: For, if vice 
be connived at in the beginning, it will turn afterwards 
too ſtrong for you; but, when it is never ſuffered to 
appear or paſs without reproof or correction, this helps 
by degrees to breed in children an abhorrence of it. 
Labour in a ſpecial manner to beget in them frightful 
impreſſions of the ſins of ſwearing, and profaning the 
name of God, the ſin of diſobedience to parents, the fin 
of Sabbath-breaking, of lying, obſcene words, ſtealing, 
pride, . paſſion, revenge; negiett of prayer aud reading, &c. 
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du the Sabbath Evening. 221 
Study to perſwade them to godlineſs with the moſt en- 
W dearing language, and prevailing arguments, according 
W to Prov. xxxi. 1, 2, 3. thatfo you may convince them, 
W that, in all your 4dmonitions and reprooſs, you have an 
earn ſt defire for their welfare, and deſign nothing 
W thereby but the good of their ſouls, and that you and 
W they may dwell in heaven together through all eternity. 
Ic is ſometimes needful ſolemnly to obteſt and charge 
them to mind their duty; as Mr. Bolton a godly man 
faid to his children on his deathbed, I charge you, 
O my children, not to meet me at Chriſt's tribunal 
Win a chriſtleſs and graceleſs condition. 
2 7thly, Join fervent prayers this day with your en- 
deavours; for prayerleſs inſtructions will not profit. 
Parents may plant, miniſters may water, but God only 
can give the increaſe. Vou ought to take ſome time 
== this day to pity, mourn and pray for your children, 
== ſervants and relations that are in the darkneſs of a na- 
tural ftate, and under the flavery of Satan. If any 
of them were taken by the Turks, and laid in dark. 
= dungeons, treated as ſlaves, ſcourged every day, and 
barbarouſly uſed ; would not your bowel,. yearn, and 
your hearts bleed for them ? Or, if any of your near 
relations were dead, would you not mourn for them ? 
And are you not more concerned to mourn and pray 
for them that are Satan's ſlaves, juſtice's priſoners, ſpi- 
= ritually dead, and ſentenced to everlaſting death? Have 
you any love to your children, and will you not carry 
them this day in the arms of faith and prayer to the 
bleſſed Jeſus, beſeeching him to put his hands of mercy 
on them, and bleſs them? as in Mat. xix. 13. yea, not 
only pray for them, but take them alongſt with you, 
and let them be eye andear witneſſes of your prayers, 
ſighs and tears for the converſion and ſalvation of their 
== ſouls; and who knows but this might work upon their 
hearts? Let them hear you ſay to God, as Jacob, Gen. 
XXIII. 5. © Lord, thou haſt graciouſly given me theſe 
children; but, Ok! (you may add) Lord, I have 
given them fin, that is their portion from me. Lord, 
** tho' I cannot give them Chriſt and grace, yet thou 
46 | | | | 
 canfſt do both; they are born to me once, O oo 
ed they 
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tt they may be born to thee a ſecond time!. Say as 
« Abraham, Gen. xvii. O that my Iſhmael may live be- 
&« fore thee! And Deut. xxxiii. Let my Reuben live, 


«© And not die. t theſe who are pieces of my bowels, 


* and are now dead in treſpaſſes and fin, live in thy 
« fight; thou art the Lord of life, breathe on them, 
& and they ſhall live. Lord, let not theſe who are 


&* ſo dear to me fry. in the flames for ever; one houſe 
4 holds us now, let one heaven hold us hereafter.---- 
4 Cry as thoſe. in the goſpel, Mat. xvii. Lord have 
ec mercy on my Son; my daughter is grievouſly vexed : 
« Lord come and heal them. And let me fee my 


« children to be the work of thy hands in the midſt 
« of thy houſe; then ſhall not my face wax pale, 


« nor be aſhamed, but I'll ſanctify the holy One of 
J n, . | 
But, in midſt of thele ſecret and family duties ne- 


i ceſſary on the evening of the Lord's day, it is needful 


2 ſnare to me; let me never make a god of my 
= 33 «« belly, 


Y } 22 
1 ooh nnn 


that our frail bodies be refreſhed with meat and drink; 
and, the work of the day being near over, you are at 
the more freedom to eat plentifully ; yet ſtil} with hgly 


fear and caution, and a deſire ſpiritually to improve 


the time of eating, and to make God's glory your end 


in eating and drinking, 1 Cor. x. 31. 


If you be to have company or ſtrangers with you, 
then look to God for wiſdom to behave yourſelves in 
all your words and deportment, that you may neither 
do them harm, nor get harm from them. Say, © O 


* teous, Which feed many! 5 


that my lips this night were like thoſe of the righ- 


When you are called to fit down tofupper this night, 
think or ſay, How happy were I, if I were now 
called zo fit down and ſup with Abraham, Iſaac and 


* Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, at that higher table 


that ſhall never be drawn, where they enjoy an ever- 


„follow upon it, as this hath !.” | EIS 
When you ſee the table covered for you, O bleſs 
the Author of it, and ſay, © When God remembers 
me, let me not forget him: Oh let not my table turn 


« laſting Sabbath, that hath no night nor darkneſs to 
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et belly, nor employ my chief care for the meat that 
t periſheth.” _ 5 

When the meat is brought, let us, according to our 
Saviour's example, look up to heaven, and pray for 2 
bleſſing on our food, and for the ſanctified uſe of God's 
creatures, that we may taſte covenant-love in common 
mercies, and enjoy the Creator while uſing the crea- 
ture. Then think, O how ſweet would theſe mer- 
« cies be, if they did come dipt in the blood of Chriſt, 
and through the chanel of the everlaſting covenant 
« to me! if I could enjoy them, not as a creature, 
but as an heir, and a joint heir with Chriſt, who is 
« the Heir of all things, and hath been pleaſed to adopt 
“ believers in his right! O how ſweet, if every mor- 
« ſe] did come from my Father's hand, and ſent from 
« his table, as an earneſt of greater and NM 
<« laid up for me above! Lord, I am not worthy of 
* the leaſt crumb that falls from the table of thy provi 
« dence, and yet thou covereſt a full table to worthleſs 
„me; what ſhall I render to the Lord?” a 

Is thy proviſion but ſmall? then ſtudy to be content 
therewith: Conſider how cheerfully Chriſt the Heir 
of all things did thank God for coarſe and mean fare, 
John vi. when he had but a few barley-loaves and ſmall 

fiſhes for himſelf and his whole candy. How much 
better provided are we, than Chrift and his numerous 
family was? and ſhall we not be eaſy and thankful ? 

Have you a full table? then fear leſt theſe outward 
things inſnare your heart; and, for. preventing of it, 
think, O what a poor portion would theſe things be, 

« if I get no better! O how miſerable will TI be, if, 
© when God gives me bread to the full, he ſhould ſend 
* leanneſs to my ſoul!” Therefore remember Luthers 
folemn proteſt to God, when a b.untiful preſent was 
ſent him, he proteſted, That he would not be put off 


avith common mercies. ; „ 2 
But, if you have any clearneſs concerning your in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, the fight of God's goodneſs to you in 
a full table, ſhould cauſe you rejoice in him, and fay, 
All this and heaven to! O what & good Maſter Cf 
„ % 5 oy $4 8 frag 
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When you have eaten, and are full, ſee that you for- 
get not God your Maker and Benefactor; but with th 
E and mouth, in a ſolemn manner, give thanks to ana 
him. O believers, you have four things particu- 1 
larly to give thanks for; iſt, That God gives mercies 06h 

to furniſh your table. 2dly, Health to uſe them. 3dly, __ 
Peace to meet together. 4zhly, That ye have a right | © 
to them; I mean not a common, but a covenant-right, 1 

a right by vertue of Chriſt's purchaſe. 5 5 

It were very agreeable, to conclude all by ſinging a 1 © 

pſalm of praiſe. 155 ; & 
do not offer to ſtint any Chriſtian family to any | 
preciſe particular method of performing duties on the ve 
Sabbath- evening, but muſt leave that to be determined lio 
by the prudence of maſters of families, according to the BY 
circumſtances of their families. Some may find it con- in 
venient to catechiſe their, children and ſervants, and * yo 
repeat the ſermons before ſupper, ſome aſter; ſo ſome ran 
may perform family-worſhip before, ſome after; others Wit 
both before and after. Let every man be fully per- ant 
ſwaded in his own mind; only labour that no duty in! 
incumbent be omittee. C it 1: 
I do not fay, that all the fore-named duties, in all dre 
their ſolemnity, are indiſpenfibly neceſſary every Lord's Anc 
day; for time and circumſtances may io firaiten us, ted 
that we cannot get them performed ſo fully as before If 
directed, eſpecially as to the inſtruction of children you 
and ſervants, and the examination of ourſelves; but yet 
what cannot be overtaken in one Sabbath, let it be are 
done in another. I have choſen to be pretty fall in | for 
this directory, becauſe it may be uſeful alſo for other | eyes 
— 888 5 | bet! 
: | % - 2 | hea 
. A . Bell 
Concerning ſecret duties at the cloſe of the day. = 
W HEN family-duties and ſupper are over, and ven 
* the condition of our weak and weary bo- | eter 
dies begins to call for ſleep and reſt, let us « y 
endeavour to cloſe this holy day in a due and ſuitable Ka 


manner. Take theſe few directions; } | 
G er Tt I. When 
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1. When you r e, beginning to aſſault you, 
think, O how ſoon are we tired of doing good! O 
& that we could ſay, Tho we may be ſomewhat weary _ 
*« ith our work, yet we are not weary of our work! 
* And it is our regrete, that we ſhould be laid under 

4% a geceſſity of loſing ſo much of our time in fleep- 

« ing, and ſhould ly ſo long, incapable of ſerving / 
« ejther God: or man. Let this make us long to be 


* there, where there ſhall be no need of fleep, but | 


« we ſhall be like the angels of God, who never ſleep, 
nor reſt from ſerving and beholding God.” = 1 
II. Think, how terrible is it for a chriſtleſs uncon- 
verted ſinner to ly down this night with ſo many mil-, 
lions of unpardoned ſins on his back, to ſleep ſecurely 
within the flood- mark of God's vengeance, and with- 
in a ſtep of hell! -—— O unconverted man, confider + - 
your continual hazard ; you never lay down with aflu- 
rance to riſe again; you never ſlept one Sabbath-night, 
with aſſurance you ſhould fee another Sabbath, or hear 


another ſermon ; and how can you live at peace in 


in ſuch a condition? Death ad hell are ever before you: iſ 


it is a wonder you do not ſtill think on them by day, and 
dream of them by night, ly down in feat, riſe in fear, 
and live in fear, leſt death come before you be conver- 
ted; it is a wonder you can get any ſleep in this condition. 
If your body want but meat, drink or dothing, yea, if 
you haveibut an aching tooth, it hinders you to ſleep ; and 
yet wilt thou ſleep, O ſinner, when both foul and body 
are on the brink of hell, and the devil yaping and roring 
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for your Othen refolve, you will not give leep-ro your, AM 


eyes, nor ſtumber to your eye-lids, tilt your ſoul be in'a 
better condition; at leaſt, till you pour out your 
heart, confeſs your fins, lay down your weapons of re- 
' bellion, and bemone your cafe before the Lord, and 


look up to Chriſt for pity and pardon. We thouldnot 
willingly venture to fleep in that caſe we would nog 


venture to die in. How many have beef hrurried inte 
eternity in a moment! O think with yourſelf, . Death 


may be within a day's march of me; to-day 1am - 


« finning, but to-morrow I may be gying. O whatif -* ** 
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226 Of ſecret Duties | 
4 death take me doing the devil's work? will it not 
* ſend me to him to receive my wages: * 
III. Before you ly down this night, confeſs and 
mourn over the fins of the bypaſt day; lament your 
manifold ſhortcomings in publick, in pu vate and ſecret 
duties; fay, © Alas for the mean and low conceptions 
% J have had of God, the great Object of worſhip, 
this day | What formality and hypocriſy in my ap- 
*'' proaches to him! O how vain and wandring were 
% my thoughts, when they ſhould have been moſt 
fixed and intent upon God! How dark and blind 
« was my underſtanding, when God's truths were laid 
*# before me! How little of the evil of fin, or beauty 
* of holineſs did I fee! Lord, how hard and flinty was 
* my heart, little affected by all the ftrokes of the 
hammer of thy word upon it! How dead and carnal _. 
« were my affections, little moved by all the rich diſ- 
oy ys and offers of Chriſt's love and beauty! How | 
« fleepy was my conſcience, little ſtartled by all the 
* reproofs and threatnings of thy word! How falſe 
& and treacherous was my memory, in letting ſlip the 
« ſweet counſels and comforts I heard! Oh what by- 
„ ends have I had in duty this day! How little have I 
* heen concerned for the intereſt of Chriſt's church 
. and kingdom in the world! How idle and unedify- 
„ ing have my words been, when in company! Oh 
% how little have I done for God's glory, or my 
« neighbour's good, this day!” And, having thus 
humbly confeſſed your fins and ſhortcomings this day, | 
make application to the blood of Chriſt for pardon, 
and to his interceſſion for acceptance with God, that 
fo you may ly down this night in a reconciled ſtate 
With him. 2, 1 | 
AV. Commit yourſelves by fervent prayer to God's 
wWition and protection through the night, even to the 
Frotection of him that keeps Iſrael, who never ſlumbers 
gy Peeps, You cannot ſleep in fafety, unleſs God 
.watth for you; for, while you are ſleeping, there are 
many enemies and evil ſpirits about you, ſeeking your 
hurt; and you have no friend then but God to look 
to you; Youare then both inſenſible of wanne 
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and unable to help yourſelf. Pray then that God may 
et a hedge about you, that Satan cannot break through; 
and that he may appoint his angels to pitch their tents 
round about you, and' all you have. Pray that God 
himſelf may watch over you while you are fleeping, 
and may keep you from being diſturbed or defiled by 
evil dreams or imaginations in the night. Would you 
have your reſt refreſhing, your fleep ſweet, and your 
dreams inſtructing, and God himſelf to be your Keeper 

and Guard in the night? then cloſe this day with fervent 

and believing prayer to God in Chriſt: He were a 
fooliſh governor of a city, that would betake himſelf 

to reſt before he ſet the watch for the city's ſafeguard. _ 
V. Endeavour to ly down this night with thankful 
hearts to God; let us bleſs God for the Sabbath, and 
for all the mercies of it, eſpecially for the joyful ſound 
of the goſpel, and the news of Chriſt, But O let us 
not be content with hearing the joyful ſound, without : 
knowing the ſame ; with the news of. Chriſt, without 
an intereſt in Chrift ; with Chrift revealed to us, with- 
out Chriſt revealed in us. Let us not be like fooliſh 
children, that play by the light of that candle which 
is ſet up for their preparing for going to reſti; leſt the I 
light be extinguiſhed, and we go at laſt to the bed of - WM 
the grave in the darkneſs of fin and forrow. Havre 
you any comfortable view of your intereſt in Chriſt? 
or had you any thing of his Spirit or preſence this day 
in the ordinances? then Ways in God, and fay wi 

the Pſalmiſt, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not 
„all his benefits: Return unto thy reſt,/O my ſoul ; for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
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Again, bleſs God for health and peace to ly down 
with. Some are io diſtreſſed, they dare not ly down 

8 „for. lack of breath; others are chaſed from their beds 

- and dwellings by the raging ſword or peſtilence; and © 

5 & behold, I may ly down without any to make me = 

0 Rn di 1 1 

e | Farther, let us bleſs the Lord that we have warm 13 

Ir- | beds to ly on, and not the cold ground, with a ſtone a 

k || for our pillow, as Jacob had. Many of God's dex 

ts | faints, of whons the 1 was get worthy, were put wu 


— 


228 0 ſecret Duties 
to ly in dens and caves of the earth, Heb. xi. Nay; 
the Son of man had not where to lay his head, while he 
lived in this ungrateful world. Wonder at his humi- 
lation, and ſay, Had it not been for him, inſtead of 
«a refreſhing bed, I might have been lying down this 
„ night in the flames of hell.” 3 =o 

VI. It is very proper this night, as well as every 


/ 


night, to ly down with thoughts of death and eternity. 


Think, Now I have one Sabbath leſs to live in the 


world; and, O that thereby I may be a Sabbath-day's 


Journey nearer heaven, where I ſhall celebrate an eternal 
Sabbath, that will never draw near an end! O to be 
there where there is no ſleep, no night to interrupt the 
faints communion with God! —-When you are put- 
ting off your clothes, think, the time is near, when 
5 muſt put off this earthly tabernacle.-—- When you 
lay aſide your garments, think, So muſt I ſhortly lay 
aſide the gatment of this body. O may I then expect 
Immediately to be clothed upon with glory and immor- 
tality! and, ſhall I not long for that time? This body, 
in its beſt ſtate, is but a priſon to a believing ſoul, and 
detains it from its happineſs. Plato, tho” a heathen, 
had ſuch clear apprehenſions of the immortality of the 
ſoul, that he ſaid to one that fed highly, What mean 
you to make your priſon ſo. ſtrong? Am J a believer in 
Chriſt, and thall not I be looking long through the grates 
of mortality, till thejaylor come, and open my priſon- 
door, knock off the fetters of fin, . and ſet me at li- 
berty, that | may with joy fly to my eternal reſt ? 
Moreover, think how willing we are to put off our 
clothes at night, that we may go to reſt, eſpecially 
when we are weary ;. and wilh and ſay, O that I were 
in a condition to put off the body at. death with as 
great willingneſs and fatisfa&tion ! and, with Paul, long 


zo be diſſolved, and to put off this clay-tabernacle. Mr. 


Dod, a holy man, ſaith, If parents ſhould tell children, 
who have played all day, that they muſt go to bed; 
4 they begin to cry, and ſhow reluctancy: But a la- 
«© bouring man is glad when night comes, that he may 
go to reſt. So (ſays he) to the wicked, who have 
8 miſ-· pen cheday of their life, death is N 
enen een „ 1 one 


; 


. 


- 8£ (efire to be at reſt from all theſe troubles,” 
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« gueſt; but the godly are toſſed and wearied in this 
« world, and therefore are content to go to the bed of 
« the grave, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
« where the weary be at reſt; Job iii. 17. Sin wearies 
« them, Satan wearies them, the wicked weary them, 
« ſickneſs and croſſes weary them, and Chrift's abſence 
« wearies them of the world; and no wonder they 


* 


% 


When you lee yourſelf ſtript of your clothes, think, 


Naked came I into the world, and naked ſhall I return; 


I can carry nothing hence of all my earthly enjoy- 
ments. Lord, let me never chuſe my portion in theſe. 
things J muſt leave eternally behind me. Let world- 
lings reflect on this; All thoſe things, for which you 
have toiled and laboured for many years, you mult - 
leave in one night, Luke xii. 20. Nothing of all your 


earthly treaſures can you carry alongſt with you to 


another world, unleſs it be the ruſt thereof, to wit- 
neſs againſt you, and eat up your ſouls as a canker to 
all eternity, according to James v. 1, 3. Whatever be 
your enjoyments here, remember death ſtands as 2. 
porter at the gate of eternity, to ſee, that, as 50 
brought nothing into the world, you carry nothing out 
of it, 1 Tim. vi. 7. a coffin and a winding-ſheet ſhall 
de the moſt of it: You may imagine what a broad look 


the poor ſoul will give then to theſe things you made 
your treaſure here. O (will it ſay) muſt I part for ever 
with all my riches? muſt I be ſet naked aſhore in eter- 


nity, having nothing to [relieve me? muſt I ſuffer an 
everlaſting famine ? Poor ſoul, the world's treaſures do 
not paſs current in another world ; they cannot there 
purchaſe you any relief, or buy ſo much as one drop of 
water to cool thy flaming tongue. _ = 
Let your, lying down 1n bed, and covering you with 
clothes, put you in mind of your lying down in the 
cold grave, and your being covered up with earth. 
Look on your bed as a tomb or ſepulchre; and eyery 
night, before you enter into it, ſeek! reconciliation 
with God, and new diſcoveries of his love in Chriſt, 
as you would do if going to your grave. How ad, 
is it to be dying 2 Chriſt, and God reconcile f 


A 


even ſo, come, Lord Jeſus! 


954 wat en ay — r 


1 


« Chrift's lying therein!“ The grave is become a bed 


F of roſes to belzevers, by the Roſe of Sharon'slying down 


it. Chrift hath hereby ſweetned and perfumed it for 
them. Am I a believer, and ſhall I fear to ly down 


in my Rede<Fer's bed? O believer, thou mayſt every 
night ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, I will both lay me deus 


in peace, and ſleep ; for thou, bleſſed Lord, only ma keſt 
me to dwell in ſafety, Pſal iv. 8. When you are laid 
down, commune with your own heart upon your bed, and, 
with the Pſalmiſt, remember God upon your bed, and 
meditate on him in the night-watches : And, if you fall 


aſleep with ſome heavenly meditation in your thoughts, 


your ſleep will be more ſweet, your dreams more 
comfortabie, and your awaking more refreſnful. And, 
in a ſpecial manner, let us endeavour, on the Sabbath- 


night, that as we began this day with the delightful re- 


membrance of Chriſt's reſurrection, ſo to cloſe it with 
the cheerful expeRation of Chrift's ſecond coming, and 
our awaking and riſing from the grave to meet him. 
And when Chriſt is ſaying, Surely I come quickly; O 
that we may be in cale this night to anſwer, Amen, 
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Concerning our carriage after the Sabbath is over. 


this direction, viz. What is requiſite in per- 
forming the duties of the Sabbath, when it is 
come? It remains that 1 ſhould ſpeak a word to the 
third, viz. What is incumbent on us at the end of the 
Sabbath, or When it is paſt ? 


our ſpirits, and not ſoon forget what we have ſeen 
and heard on the Sabbath. In the firſt place, let us 
repent for the ſins and ſhortcomings of the Sabbath, 


* 


a 3 


uu beg forgivenchs thereof from God, that we g 


tro him? — Again, think or ſay, . O that the grave 
. may be a bed of reſt to me, upon the account of 


FT HUS have 1 finiſhed the ſecond general head in 


When the\next day cometh, and we are again to 
fall to our weekly employ ments, we ought to retain. 
Hvely impreſſions of the preceeding days work on 


net about our worldly employments with the guilt' nM 
of the Sabbath-day's fins upon us, left they bring a 
curſe upon the works of our hands. - Again, let us 
pray, and endeavour to bring much of a Sabbath-day's AY 
frame into the buſineſs of the week, and retain much 
of it through the week, that ſo we may be the —} 
fitter for the next Sabbath, yea, andan caſe to long 
for it: This would be a fair way to Obtain a — 
on the labours of the weck, and to proſper the works? 
of our hands. Oh ſhall we bring ſo much of the week 
with us into the Sabbath, and will we bring nothing 
of the Sabbath with us into the week O let us ſtudy to 
be fo in the Spirit on the Lord's day, as to walk in the 
Spirit all the week thereafter, mindful both of th 
Sabbath paſt, and of the Sabbath next enſuing ; becauſe 
it is ſaid to us every day, Remember the Sabbath-day 
that ye may keep it holy. Had we more of Sabbath 
day's thoughts on week-days, then week-day thoughts 
would leſs trouble us on Sabbath-days. 9 1 2 
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DIRECTION iV. | 
Concerning the particular ſins, hereby the ſanctiſca- 


tion of the Sabbath is hindred, or the Sabbath pro- 
faxed, : 5 Rc | 8 


F we would duly ſanctify the Lord's day, we muſt 
conſcientiouſly guard againſt, and abſtain from, all 
theſe ſins whieh are oppoſite thereunto ; w r 

they be fins of omiſſion or commiſſion, fins of the heart, 
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Of ſins of omiſſion on the Lor 7s day. 1 

I, F Shall begin with fps of omiſſion, and negle& of 
the duties of bp Sabbath, There 3 
Alas! that makethigaltogether an idle day; he 7 
nſume it away ales nothing, and keep it no” Þ 
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better than do the beaſts; they abſtain from the works 


232. | ,* Sins oppoſite to 


of religion, as much as from the works of their calling, 


never ging that the Lord's day is profaned by 


foth and idleneſs, as well as by ſervile labour or im- 
moral actions. There are many who place all their 
religion in negatives, like the Phariſees, Luke xviii. 11. 


and fooliſhly think to be juſtified by their negative 
Holineſs. © I never wrong d my neighbour, (fay ſome) 


I did not mock at religion, ſwear, drink drunk, exc.” 
But remember, a man may abſtain from evil, and yet 
go to hell for not doing good, Mat. iii. 10. A tree is cut 


down for bringing forth no fruit, aſſoon as for bringing 


forth bad fruit. It is as dangerous not to do things 


.. commanded, as to do things forbidden, Mat. xxiii. 23. 
There is a wo pronounced againſt the one, as well as 
” the other. The ſlothful ſervant is reckoned a wicked 


ſervant, Mat. xxv, 26. and adjudged to utter darkneſs, as 
well as the moſt vitious. 


publick, private or ſecret duties above-mentioned, 

which are requiſite on this day: And, in a ſpecial 

manner, beware, 85 . 
Firft, Of neglecting the hearing of the word this 


day, or forſaking the aſſemblies of God's people up- 
on it. What madneſs is it to ſlight the mean of ſaving 


your lives, and delivering your ſouls from hell? What 
contempt is it of Chriſt's bowels of mercy ? If a great 
king ſhould ſend an ambaſſador to a condemned malefa- 


\ Ctor, with offers of a remiſſion; would it not highly exaſ- 


perate him; if he refuſed ſo much as to hear him? Q 


What may God fay to ſuch fooliſh finners in the day 


of their diſtreſs, when they. cry to him ? May he not 


ſend you to the gods you have ſerved, and tell you, 
6 Ye would not come and hear me when I ſent moſt 


« gracious propoſals of peace to you, neither will I 


4 hear you now?” With what torture and anguiſh 


will you eternally reflect on your folly ? If you could 
now but lay your ear to hell's door, and hear ſuch 
goſpel-ſlighters crying out againſt their ſin, it would 
make your hearts tremble. Suppoſe you heard them 
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| ; Therefore beware of pro- 
_ fFaning the Lord's day by idleneſs, or neglecting of the 


; &« give 


Sabbath. ſunſtifcation. 33 
te give to hear one goſpel- ſermon from the moſt deſpi- 


„ ſed miniſter! Ho. many miles would we go! Vea, 
« we would run from ſei to ſea, to hear one encou- 


„ raging ſentence from Chriſt's mouth, or his meſſen- 


gers: Nay, we would be content to ſuffer a thou- 


“fand years darkneſs for one day's. goſpel-light, a 


* thouſand years burning for one day of the Son of 
„ man, many whereof we have Ke But, Oh! 
5 


te there is no hope, the ſeaſon is loſt, the ſentence paſt, 
* and we are irrecoverably undone!” O how will 
the devils wonder at your folly, and eternally upbraid 
you with it? | 5 5 9 4758 

Secondly, Beware of neglecting family-duties on the 
Sabbath: The fourth command binds maiters of fami- 
lies to be careful hereof; yet, alas! how ſadly are they 
neglected ? In many places no family-prayers or praiſes, 
no family-inſtructions, no family-reading of God's 
| word is to be found. Inſtead of delighting in the law 


of the Lord, which is the character of the bleſſed man, 
Pſal. i. 2. it is laid by as a ſealed book. The duſt, © 
which many ſuffer their bibles to gather beſide them, 
will be a fearful witneſs againſt them one day. But, 


more particularly, I ſhall peak | 


Of the evil of neglect family- duties. | 


if, To deter you from the neglect of family-wor+ 


hip, conſider in what a miſerable ſtate prayerleſs fa-- - 
milies are; the Spirit of God ranks them into the ſame 
category with the heathen that know not God, Jer. x. 25. 


For how ſhould the families of Chriſtians be diſtin- 


guiſhed from thoſe of Turks and Pagans, but by the 


badge of family-worſbip? Without this badge, then, 
you are ranked in with heathens, ar perſons excommu- 
micate, that is, ſuch as are caſt out of the church into 
the devil's hands; for of ſuch Chrift ſaith, Let him 
be to thee as a heathen.---Again, conſider what is there 
threatned againſt you; a black cloud continually hangs 
over your families, ready every moment to pour out 
wrath and fury upon you, not in ſmall drops, but in 


great ſhowers, to overwhelm you at once, from 8 _ = 
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your houſes cannot defend you, tho their foundations ho 
were on a rock, their walls of braſs, and their doors the 
df iron; For, while you are without family-prayer, wi 
you want a roof to keep off the ſhower of wrath, ho 
and ly night and day expoſed to this terrible threat- ex 
ning, Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee he 
not, and upon the families that call not on thy name. in 

It is not ſimply anger that is threatned, but fury, pl⸗ 
wrath in the greateſt height and rage. O let prayerleſs 8 
families through the land tremble at this threatning ! of 
I fear, if it were preſently — it would * 
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thin cities and pariſhes ſomewhere : But tho” God be ye 
patient and long-ſuffering, yet, believe it, there are ſe- Sk 
cret and inviſible curſes which light and ly upon pray- m 
erleſs families, and the works of their hands. Neglect 6c 
of player doth uncover the roof, to let God's curſes- 40 
drop thrgugh upon your perſons, children, tables, and 
all your enjoyments; for you denude yourſelves f 
all ſecurity. and protection. Family-prayer is an ex- 6c 
| eellent roof to your houſes ; it is like the roof that is « 
made of Iriſh oak, which no venemous ſpider will | « 
touch, nor lodge in. Family-worthip, duly perforf- « 
med, diſlodges fin and vice; nay, it diſlodges the 10 
devil alſo: And, for theſe houſes that are haunted with 66 
evil ſpirits, whatever other reaſon may be given for 40 
it, no doubt this is one; God's worſhip hath not been 60 


duly performed therein. And tho' the devil doth not 
appear in a viſible or audible manner, yet he certain- 
ly haunts prayerleſs houſes; for he hopes for large 
aughts out of them. Why? fin and wickedneſs are 
fair to reign there; malice, pride, deceit and intem- 
rance will bear ſway; ſwearing, curſing and lying 
will be the language of the houſe, and the children 
will learn it betimes. But, when 2 f is introduced 
ed, and Satan re- 
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houſe, you may write, Lord have mercy upon us, upon 
the door, as they uſe to do when a houſe is ſhut up 43 
with the plague. What can we expect in a prayerleis Mi 
houſe, but the plagues and curſes of God? Abraham 
expected no good in a prayerleſs place; therefore ſays. '* | 
he of Gerar, Gen. xx. 11. Surely the fear of God is not 1 
in this place; they will ſiay me, &c. What a 1 
2 or houſe muſt that be, where God's fear is not? 
urely it muſt be a fink of fin, a butt of wrath, a cage 
of unclean birds, and a habitation of devils. 
O O maſters of families, will e ity the ſouls of 
your families? tremble leſt their blood be found in your 
Skirts. When a child or ſervant dies out of your fa- 
mily, it will be ſad if conſcience have it to tell you, 
« Here one has died out of your houſe, with wiiom 
„you never prayed; you dwelt together, eat toge=® _ i 
„ ther, wrought together many years, but you never " 
« prayed together. And what if his ſoul be gone to 
hell thro' your neglect? what if his blood be char- 
« ged on you? how will you anſwer for it? Wha 
„ knows but, if he had ſeen and heard you pray, 
* your words and example might have moved him to 
* go into a ſecret corner and pray for his own ſoul, * 
“ and ſo he might have been ſinging with the ſain tg 
5 — 12 inſtead of howling with the damned in | 
« hell?“ 3 2 
But, if the cafe be ſo melancholy when they die 
from you, ſurely it will be far worſe when you come 
to die yourſelves. You have all your days kept your 
families godleſs and prayerleſs ; well, what accounts 
will you give of your ſtewardſhips, when you may 
be no longer ſtewards? and what anguiſh, do yop 
think, will ſeize on you, when, with D:ves, you ſhall 
feel yourſelves in hell, and then begin (not before) 
to lift up your eyes to heaven, and ſee the godly pray- 
ing ones, whom you deſpifed, afar off, and a great 
gu fixed betwixt you and them; and alſo, when you 
hall ſee theſe of your prayerleſs families, whom you 
Tuined by your example and influence, brought down 
de the ame place of torment, to —— | 
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leſs families, think on theſe things in time. _ 
Oh! will neither the fear of hell, nor hopes of 


heaven, perſwade you to family-prayer? I am ſure far 


leſs would do it, could I aſſure you that the daily per- 
formance of it would gain you an eſtate of ten thou- 
fndmerks a-ycar: You would try it as you can, and 
be punctual in it too; you would no more pretend 
multitude of buſineſs, want of time, gifts or confi- 
dence. And are you ſo atheiſtical, as to prefer a little 
Of the world to heaven? Or ſuppoſe there were ſtrict 


laws made, that, for every time you neglected prayer, 


you thould be thrown into a den of lions, as Daniel 
was for praying; or that you ſhould loſe a-finger of 
your hand, or but pay an hundred merks of fine; 


would you not pray as you can, and find time for it 


alfo, rather than loſe your life, finger or money? And 


are not the laws of God more awful and ſtrict than 


the laws of men? Is not hell's dungeon, or a den of 


devils, more terrible than a den of lions? Are not 
hell's torments more fearful than the loſs of a finger? 
Is not the wrath of the great God more dreadful than 


a fine 2 Oh, will not the fear of God prevail more with 


you than the fear of man? Remember Daniel's zeal 


for family-prayer, who chuſed rather to be caſt to the 
hons, before he would forbear it for one day: Oh, 
What ſhall we fay of theſe, who will rather venture 


to be an eternal prey to the roaring hon, than be at 
this pains for falvation to themſelves or their families ; - 
but you may hear in their houſes twenty _ for one 


prayer ! 


24ly, Conſider the great ſin of neglecting family- 


inſtruction upon the Sabbath, which, alas! is fo com- 


mon, by reaſon whereof many children and ſervants. 
are ignorant, prayerleſs and graceleſs : Their parents 


and maſters do not teach them to read, nor inſtruct 
them concerning the principles of religion; they nei- 


ther pray for them, nor direct them how to pray for 


themſelves. Is the knowledge of Chriſt a choice and 


excellent treaſure? and will you withhold it from theſe 


mom you love, ſeeing it will not make you the poor- 


and add fewel to your flames? O maſters of prayer- | 
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er, but the richer, to communicate it to them? It 18 
the commendation of Abraham, that he both made 
his houſhold know God's ways, and commanded them to 


. 


Ff ab ſerve the ſame, Gen. xviii. 19. and do you everthink _ 

r to land in Abraham's boſom, that will not tread in 

» Abraham's footſteps? Have you no pity or compaſ- © 

oof ſign on them that are bone of your bone, hd fe of © 

1 your fleſh? Where is the yerning of your bowels to- 1 

1 wards: their precious fouls, that are in a ſtarving and | 

= periſhing condition for lack of knowledge? Will you 

8 be like the cruel oftriches, Job xxxix. that are hardned 

t againſt their young ones, and leave. them to OO 5 

2 ed after they bring them forth? Will you in like man- 

l ner bring forth your young ones, and then careleſly 

f leave them to be a prey to the devil, and eternally to . -- WM 

ry be torn in pieces by him? Are you indifferent about ü 

7 theſe that come forth of your loins, and whom you 

d profeſs to love ſo dearly, whether they live with the 

n bleſſed Jeſus in heaven, or with the curſed devils in : 

Ff hell? Remember, O parents, who neglect the educa- g 

* tion of your children, God may puniſh you for it, £ 

A even in this world, by their unnatural and undutiful | 

n carriage to you in old age, whereby they may bring ; 

h down your gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave; and : 

al no wonder tho” they make no conſcience of their duty 1 

U to you, who made no conſcience to teach them their 1 

ly -= duty to God, Remember alſo, how many childeen 

8 have been brought to a miſerable end in this world by 

at the negligence and unfaithfulneſs of. their parents this 

8 way; ſome going to the gibbet have bitterly reflected 

© on their parents as the cauſe of their ruin, for giving 
them ſuch a bad example, and not inſtructing them in 

y- the time of their youth. But, above all, confider how  _ 

- | your children and ſervants may riſe up and accuſe you 

ts at the bar of God 2 great day, and ſay, Lord,. 

ts ** there ſtands my father, there ſtands my maſter, nge 

& | never taught us, prayed with us, or for us; he ne- 

„ glected prayer, he curſed, he lied, he brake the Sab= . * _ 

or bath, and ſo did we after his example. It is true, 1 

id | * we are juſtly condemned, but yet we periſh thre* ' ll 

ſe ' | * their neglect, our blogd is upon their. heads.“ G n_ 

2 3 parents. 
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parents, will it not make you ſpeechleſs, and ſting you inſt 
to the heart, to hear your poor children crying out the! 
againſt you in that day, ſay ing, Had you noticed our -1 
© ſouls as well as our bodies, had you been as care» | fuc] 
&« ful to teach us the knowledge of God as of ſuch a If 
* trade, it had not been with us as it is this day; we God 
had not now ſtood 3 in expectation of that for 
« dreadful doom, which is juſt ready to be paſt upon As 
4 us, Curſed be the man that begat us, and the paps are 
4 that gave us. ſuck; it is to you we owe our eternal | a fs 
ruin and miſery.” O negligent parents, what hor- ane 
ror and confuſion will then ſeize you in that great and the 
terrible day of the Lord, to hear ſuch à charge from PE 
your children! but much more to hear God charge you || © 
« behold how many precious ſouls you neglected and | © 
« ruined, whoſe happineſs you were bound to procure F © 
% by ſo many ties of duty and affection: They were 
« jgnorant, and you inſtructed them not; they were fal 
<« prayerleſs, and you taught them not; they were th. 
4 chriſtleſs, and you pitied them not: Yea, you not W. 
* only neglected to give them good inſtruction, but u) 
% you gave them bad example; you ſwore, lied, W. 
% ſpoke obſcenely, broke the Sabbath, mocked religi- At 
% on, c. and lo, in theſe very practices they have la. 
© followed you to hell, to be an addition to your in 
“ torments there for ever. 15; 7 pI 
Would you then prevent this ſad reckoning, and be th 
found with your children upon the Judge's fight hand? me 
fee that you inſtruct them and pray for them. O Fathers, V 
would you wiſh to have your children well provided? to 
then lay up a ſtock of prayers for them, both family | N 
and ſecret prayer: This is a ſtock that would not be th 
foon ſpent, nay, it will be bringing them tn ſomething w 
© when you are dead and rotten. mothers, your bo- al 
dies travailed in pain at their firſt birth, let your ſouls by 
travail in pain for their ſecond birth: Where is your 1 
motherly tenderneſs towards the fruit of your womb? h 
Would you nat be ſorry to hear them ſcreeching, or ) 
= fee them frying, in hells flames without remedy ? b 
Then do what lies in your power, to preyent it, by Þ % 
1 JJ 
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inſtructing them, praying for them, and praying with = | 


F e | 
- Thirdly, Beware of neglecting ſecret duties this day, 
ſuch as were afore-mentioned, and particularly prayer. 
If thou be one, O finner, that reſtraineſt prayer before 
God this day, it is a black mark of a graceleſs heart; 
for a Spirit of grace and of ſupplication go ſtill together. 
As difficulty of breathing; and painfulneſs in ſpeaking, -. . 
are ſymptoms of a fick body; ſo ayerfion to prayer is «| 
a fad ſign of a ſick ſoul: For prayer is the ſoul's breath 
and ſpeech to God, Lam. iii. 56. —-Again, confider 
the danger of living in the neglect of this duty, © If 
« Satan might have his with againſt thee, Cm_ 
<« it would be this, that thou mightſt lead a prayerleſs 
„ie; for then he is as ſure of thee, as a robber is of 
« a traveller, whom he hath faſt bound, lying in 2 
« ditch, and his mouth ſtopt that he cannot cry fox 
4 help.” O prayerleſs ſinner, conſider, Satan has thee 
# faſt bound, and is juſt ready to murder thee ; and wilt 
thou not cry to God for help? Moreover, think 
| What a brutith thing it is to live prayerleſs, as alas ma- 
ny do; they riſe like the beaſts in the morning, they 
work with the beaſts all day, and ly down like beaſts 
at night, and never mind to look up to God, till he 
lay them on their backs upon a deathbed, and then 
they begin to cry like the beaſts when the knife is at 
their throat. Conſider, O man, why God hath given 
$ thee a countenance erected towards heaven, and hath 
not made thee to creep on all-four, as other creatures, 
with their backs to heaven, and mouths to earth; but 1 
to teach thee, that thou art made to converſe with thy, 
Maker, and have intercourſe with heaven, and that Wh 
the world's husks are not fit food for thy foul. We; 1 
would pity a poor man that were all bowed together, 
and forced to go like a beaſt upon hands and feet, 
with his eyes always to the earth: And is it not a 
more pitiful ſpectacle to ſee a ſoul that is a ſparkle of 
| heaven, and created for communion with God, fo crip- 
pled with ignorance and earthly-mindedneſs, as ſtill to 
be poring and grovelling upon the earth, without look-  - vn 
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Sins oppoſite to 


Of ſons of commiſſion on the Lord's day. 


II. 1 N the next place, I proceed to warn you againſt 
; ſins of commiſſion, by which the Lord's = is 
too commonly profaned: And theſe ate either inward 
or out ward. 5 R 


I. Of inward ſins of commiſſion. 


Inward ſins, or heart-ſins, ſhould be carefully guard- 
ed; againſt this day, as being moſt provoking to God, 
polluting to his worſhip, and hurtful to our ſouls. Sin- 

thoughts are an abomination to God every day, 
Prov. xv. 26. but more eſpecially this day. Thoughts 
are as loud in God's ears as words; and he commands 
evil thoughts to be forſaken; as well as evil ways, if 
we would haze pardon, 7/a. lv. 7. Wherefore let us 
get renewed and ſanctiſied hearts, and overawe them 
with the thoughts of God's preſence and omniſcience : 
Let us imagine this day, that we hear the ſound of 
the laſt trumpet, and ſee the throne ſet, and God cal- 
ling for an account of hearts; (for in that day he will 
judge hearts as well as lives) and, when any evil thought 
breaks in, ſay, What if God, who ſees this, ſhould pre- 
ſently call me to account? Let us keep conſtant watch 
over our hearts this day, ftriving to cruſh all ſinful 
thoughts in the bud, and at their firſt riſing cry out for 
God's help.----Let us be ſenſible what a mats of vil- 
lany is in the heart, It is deſperately wicked, as Jere- 
 mab ſaith; yea, our ir ward part is very wickedneſs, 
Pfal. v. 9. Hence it was that Luther profeſt, that he 
feared his heart more than the pope or the cardinal : 
And Auguſtine prayed, Libera me, Domaine, a meipſo. 
The heart is like the Trojan horſe, out of whoſe bel- 
ly procceded armed enemies; fo out of the heart pro- 
ceed all evil words and actions, Mat. xv. 19. It is the 
corrupt fountain, from whence all the impure ſtreams 
of actual fin do flow: Therefore we thould look nar- 
rowly to it. | CC 
But, beſides incident evil thoughts, we have my | 
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evil habits atid plagues of heart that we ſhould guard 
againſt on the Sabbath, being ſuch as profane the day, 
and hinder the ſanctification of it: Particularly, * 

iſt, Atheiſm, and misbelief of God's truths. If 
this harbour or prevail in us, we can reap no profit by 
the word read or preached this day. Why do people 
delay or refuſe to embrace Chriſt, and leave their fins, 
but becauſe they wan: a fixed and firm impreſſion of 
the truths of the goſpel upon their hearts? It is true, 
you will not ſay that you misbelieve any of them, but 
you give no heart-afſent to the truth of them, which 
15 little better; you give no firm inward credit to the 
goſpel, and to all its aſſertions, commands, threatnings 
and promiſes, that they are come from God, and are 
moſt true, certain and infallible. Were you once firm- 
ly perſwaded of the certainty of eternal life and eter- 
nal death, you would not ſtand ſo long hovering be- 
twixt heaven and hell. If once, you had firm impref- 
ſions of eternal death, you would preſently flee from 
the wrath to come; and, if youhad a due ſenſe of eter- 


| nal life, you would run to take hold of the hope ſet be- 
| fore you, Heb. yi. 18. But, alas! nature is half blind, 

and cannot ſee afar off, 2 Pet. i. 9. To carnal hearts 
and eyes there ſeems to be a miſt upon eternity; they 


cannot ſee into another world, and they cannot be- 
lieve things not ſeen. But O, if you would be happy, 
you muſt ſtedfaſtly believe the immortality of the ſoul, 


and a future life; that the bible is the true word of God, 
and that the bleſſed God ſent his eternal Son Jeſus Chriſt © 


into the world, to aſſume man's nature, and die for to 


” redeem him) from ſin and hell. With abhorrence re- 


nounce all doubting or unbelieving thoughts of theſe 
great truths, rather doubt of your own being than of 
theſe; believe that what now you hear with your ears, 
concerning a future life and judgment-ſeat, you will 
ſhortly ſee with your eyes: If you do it not, you rub 
the higheſt affront on God that a creature is capable 
of; for you make your Creator a liar, . 1 John v. 10. 
This is a fin that devils are not chargeable with, for 
they believe and tremble. O ſinner, what further con- 
firmation of the e ee thou have from God, 


F 
- ! 
a 1 
ud 
A * of 
. y l 
p % 
pe” Ms: : 
. 9 2 
\ _— Y 
7 Ly 
. 2 4 BD 


244 Sins oppoſiteto — 
than he hath already given thee? Thou hafl his word, 
yea his wr, ratified by his oath, confirmed by his mi- 
racles, and ſealed by his Son's blood, which is far more 
and far ſurer than either a voice from heaven, or a 
meſſenger from hell, according to 2 Pet. i. 19. Luke 
n | 4 
II. Ignorance of the truths you hear this day, great- 
ly aimders the ſanctification of it. You cannot prize 
Chriſt, cloſe with him, or follow him, till ſuch time 
as you know him. How can ſuch hear the goſpel, or 
embrace Chrift offered therein, that know not their 
Fuined natural condition, and their remedy thro' Chriſt ? 
Many they know not Chriſt's love and beauty, his 
ability, ſufficiency and fitneſs in his natures, offices, 
relations, graces, Spirit and fulneſs: They know not 
the deſign of his coming into the world ; the manner 
of his throughing our redemption by his obedience 
and ſufferings, and the manner of applying it, and 
our getting an intereſt therein, and the neceſſity and 
nature of faith in order thereto. For as oft as many 
Have faith in their mouths, they know not what it is; 
they are ignorant what it is to receive Chriſt as a Surety 
and Saviour, as a Prieſt and King; and therefore many 
goſpel-ſermons and Sabbaths are intirely loſt to them. 
9 6 ſinners, conſider the danger of ignorance, it is a 
foul-murdering fin, Hoſ. iv. 6. My people are deſtroyed 
for lack of knowledge. Do not think your ignorance 
will excuſe you at a tribunal, or ſave you from hell: 


4 


on, to be found ignorant in a land where the light 


mhines ſo 


vou more miſerable than others, according to 1/a. 


AXVii. II. This is a people of no underſtanding, therefore 


he that made them will not have mercy on, them, aud 
be that formed them will ſhew them no favour. 
Again, as ignorance is a damning. fin in itſelf, ſo it 


is the fruitful mother of many other ſins and luſts, ac- 


cording to I Pet. i. 14. What is the reaſon why many 
ſwear, lie, cheat, break the Sabbath, drink drunk, 


ws 


No, it will rather aggravate your ſin and condemnati- 


lentifully about you. Ignorance will be ſo 
far from keeping off wrath from you, that God tells 
Jou it is a ſpecial procuring cauſe of wrath, and makes 


Sabbath-ſanfification. 243 co 
commit uncleanneſs, flight ordinances, neglect pray er/ 9 

in their families and cloſets, and go on in their ſins, 

without repenting or fleeing to Chriſt? It is becauſe 
of their ignorancè: They are ignorant of God, his in- 
nnite juſtice and holy nature, the evil of fin, and waar k 
Chriſt hath ſuffered for ſinners: They know not what... - "pl 


ever periſh, ignorant perſons are ſure to periſh; for 

they know not their remedy, they cannot make uſe 
1: of the means of life. O ignorant ſouls, you are nearer 
1- hell than others; your ſtate is darkneſs, and it borders 
ht upon utter darkneſs; ſo that you are, as it were, lodg- 7 
ſo ing in the next room to hell, having but a weak par- | 
Ils tition betwixt y ou and it, which death may break down 


* EB regeneration, repentance and faith are, for all they 1 
ſpeak of them; and how then can they practiſe them, 1 
or cry to God for them? „„ : | 
K Object. O (fay ſome ignorant creatures) many 11 
have knowledge, that make no good uſe of it; yea, = 
they are more graceleſs and profane than we. 1 

8 Anſw. All this is too true, and theſe will have a ſad bd | 
„account to make one day for ſinning againft ſo much 'F 
© WF light: But this will be no help to you, for profanity { 1 
r WF kills them, and ignorance kills you; they die of one bl 
© WW diſeaſe, and you die of another; and your diſeaſe is 9 
d as ſure to kill as theirs. For you to reject knowledge, | | 
d @ becauſe ſome who have it abuſe it, and periſh; is as 1 

Y ridiculous as for you to fay, Becadie many die who I | 
have both food and phy ſick, and plenty of means for 7 
Y E preſerving life, I will uſe no means for preſerving my F 
Y IE life at all; for, whoever die, you are ſure to die: 8 | 
They that have both food and phyſick may die, but U | 
Fr they that have none of them cannot live. So, who- 1 
E $1 
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in a moment, and let you paſs into it. When an ig- 
55 norant ſinner dies, there goes not only duſt to duff, 
| 


© but darkneſs to darkneſs; the darkneſs of ignorance ta 
24 the darkneſs of hell: And is not this a fearful ſtate for 
you. to continue in? what madneſs is it for you to do 
it, when Chriſt is daily inviting you to come to the 
act light? 8 | 5 


„ . © ignorant ſinners, why ſhould you continue in your- 
270 gnorayce, more than theſe of your rank in other places, 
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who can diſcourſe moſt ſenſibly of the principles of 
religion, and the concerns of their ſouls, and can pray 
to excellent purpoſe ? Have you not rational ſouls as 
well as they? Have you not the ſame helps and ad- 
vantages that they have, if you would but make uſe of 
them? Are you not as capable as they? You are as 
ſharp and knowing about worldly affairs as others : 
You know well enough the rent of a piece of ground, 
the value of corn or cattle ; but, alas! know nothing 
of the worth of your ſouls, of Chriſt and pardon to 
them: You are well verſed in the art of, plowing, 
ſowing and reaping, and know the right ſeaſons for 
them ; but, alas! you know not your ſeaſons of mer- 
cy: You know your almanacks, the fairs and changes 
of the moon, you know your ſtory-books and ballads ; 
and why might you not know your bibles as well, if 
you would employ the ſame parts and abilities to get 


ſpiritual knowledge? Have you not great plenty of the 
means of knowledge, if you would but attend them, | 


and make ule of them ? 


= 


Object. © But 1 cannot read the bible, how ſhall 1 


<« learn knowledge? 


Anſw.'You arè at a very great loſs indeed, it is hard 
to get ignorant perſons inſtructed that cannot read: 
You ought to lament your loſs, and be the more in i 
prayer for the Spirit of God to teach you, and make i 
up that loſs; and the more defirous to hear others read, 
and to wait upon the publick catechiſing: And alſo, 


lay out yourſelves with all care yet to learn to read. 
Object. But I am too old to learn.“ | 


Anſw. Are you too old to ſeek after Chriſt and fal- 7 
vation? will your age fave you from hell and wrath, 
if you die chriſtleſs? will God ſpare old folk dying in 

ignorance, more than the young? Many have learned 
to read, who have been as old as you; were you but | 
willing and defirous, you would ſoon conquer all diffi- | 
culties. I have heard of ſome ſervants, who have | 


been ſo fond to learn, that they have offered to their 


maſters or miſtreſſes to quit part of their meat and fee, | 
upon condition they would teach them to read: And, 


5 are 
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them? 


„ me when J was young.” 


8 


Anſw. Alas that parents ſhould be ſo cruel to their 


children when young! But, wilt not thou be merci- 
ful to thyſelf, becauſe they have been cruel? Their 
neglect will not excuſe thine. As it was their fault 
that did not learn you in youth, ſo it is yours now 
if you remain in ignorance, and will be your eternal 
ruin if you continue wilfully ſo: Yea, you will thus 


not only bring your own blood on your head, but 


alſo the blood of your children and ſervants when you 
get families; for you will not be capable to inſtru 


them yourſelves, nor will you, in all likelihood, be 


at pains to cauſe others do it; and ſo you will be guilty 
of the ſame neglect to your children, that youi pa- 
rents. were gnilty of to you. | ; | 
Object.“ But I am aſhamed to be learning at this 
«c age.” 9 | | 5, 
Anſw. It is indeed a fhame for old people to be ig- 
norant, but no ſhame to learn: Vea, tho' one foot 
were in the grave, and the orher following, you ſhould 
ſtill be learning ſomething for your ſoul. For, what 
is the world's ſhame and deriſion to that woful con uſi- 
vn of face that will befal the ignorant, chriſtleſs ſinner 


at a day of judgment, and eſpecially ſuch as flight 


knowledge, and will not be at pains to learn? Read 
that fearful and thundring threatning, Prov. 1. 26, 27, 


28. 1 will laugh at your calamity, when diſtreſs and 


anguiſh cometh upon you ; when ye call upon me, 1 will 
not an{wer ; when ye ſegk me early, ye ſhall not find 
me. Oh! theſe words threaten aga'nft the ignorant, 
who refuſe to learn, puniſhment without pity, miſery 
without mercy, crying without comfort, and torment 
without eaſe. O What is the cauſe, ſay you, of all 
that ſad vengeance ? See verſe 29. For that they hated 
knowledge, &c. As then you rs your own ſouls, 


and would eſcape eternal damnation, as you would 
honour God and his Sabbath, ſee that you learn to 


Q 3 


are not your ſouls as dear to you as theirs were to 


Objef. © It was my parents fault, that did not teach 


read, 
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read, ſeek inſtruction, and wait carefully upon all the gai 
means of knowledge. „„ To 

III. Earthly-mindedneſs doth greatly hinder the ſan- att 
ctification of the Lord's day; for, when the vanities MW yo 
of the world are entertained, they ſo poſteſs the mind, an- 
that there is no room left for other thoughts: The 
thoughts of the world ſhut out the thoughts of God: MW . 
The duſt and ſmoke of this world fo blind the eyes ho 
of many, that they cannot diſcern the beauty of Chriſt fit 
or holineſs, tho' the brighteſt diſcoveries be made there- ¶ ch. 
of this day in the ordinances: Thus, alas! Satan de- | 
feats the whole deſign of the goſpel as to many; fo ] ſal 
that rho' miniſters tell them from God's word, of MW co 
their ſoul's worth, hazard, and only refuge in Chriſt, D. 
Jet they are ſo hot in purſuing the world, they do not its 
hear or think on what is ſaid. This man hath his farm, WM ch 
the other his merchandixe, the other his trade to look xi 
after, Lale xiv. 18. ſo that there is no time in their th 


lives, nor room in their hearts left for Chriſt,” It is th 
in vain to tell many of ſecuring a manſion or inheri- W 
tance in heaven; they muſt have houſes and lands on lil 
earth. It is needleſs to tell them of providing for their MW bt 
ſouls; they have their families to provide for: Or to w 
tell them of heavenly manna to their ſou's, they muſt in 
have bread to their mouths.” It isto no purpoſe to tell 
them of a way to get juſtice ſatisfied, or the deht of W 
fin paid; they muſt have their debts paid to their fa 
earthly creditors. It is in vain to preſs them to ſeek W al 
the favour and friendſhip of God; all their care is ft 
to get the countenance of this or the other man, that N 
can do them kindneſs. And ſo, upon theſe worldly n 
conſiderations, Chrift the Pearl of price is ſlighted, the 
precious ſou] neglected, and Sabbaths and ſermons are 0 
quite loft. ü 0 
Again, It is a groſs profanation of this holy day, W 2 
for people to allow themſelves to think upon their trades b 
and worldly commerce when they are in God's reuſe, WM 7 
As Chriſt whipped the buyers and ſellers out cf the MW 
temple, when he was on earth; ſo he will not ſuffer £ 
you to make the publick aſſemblies of his people a place a 


of merchandize, by your thoughtfulneſs about worldly 
1 TT 3 Sean 
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is With the great God only, and therefore you mult 


| attend to nothing but his work and ſervice: But, if 


you indulge worldly thoughts, you will provoke God, 
and mar all your publick performances. 
Be notlike Martha this day, careful and troubled about 
many things, things that will not avail you at the dying 
hour, or through eternity ; but imitate Mary this day, 
fit at Chriſt's feet, mind the one thing neceſſary, and 
chuſe the good part, which ſhall not be taken from you. 
Moreover, conſider how dangerous this evil is to the 
falvation of your ſouls. It may be ſaid of worldlineſs, 
compared with other fins, as was faid of Saul and 
David, when any one fin kills its thouſands, this flays 
its ten thouſands : O what havock makes it in the viſible 


church! What Pharaoh ſaid of the Iſraelites, Exod. 


xiv. 3. may well be applied to many profeſſed Chriſtians, 
they are intangled in the land, the wilderneſs hath ſhut 
them in. The world, like bird-lime, clogs the ſoul's 
wings, that it cannot mount up to heaven. Many, 
like Lots wife, ſet out fairly for the Zoar of heaven; 
but their hearts hanker after the Sodom of this earth, 
which cauſeth them look ſtill back, back, till they periſh 
in the way. 8 

Again, conſider what a yain and empty thing the 
world is, tho' obtained. It ſuits not the nature, nor 
fatisfies the deſires of the immortal ſoul: It deceives 
all its lovers, and in midſt of ſufficiency leaves them in 
ſtraits; ſo that we ought rather to pity than envy a 
worldling, whoſe portion is ſo ſmail, happineſs ſo ſhort, 
miſtake ſo great, and miſery eternal. SECS 

Think what folly it is to dig for droſs with mattocks 
of gold, to beſtow the precious affections of our ſouls 
on white and yellow clay. How monſtrous is it to ſee 
a man, With his head and heart where his feet ſhould 
be! to ſee the world in the heart and on the throne, 
and Chriſt at the foot-ſtool ! to ſee the world 9 8 


| God's room both week-day and Sabbath-day, ane 


getting the ſervice which is due to him alone! Ho 
many are they, who, even on the Sabbath-day, Wor- 
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gain and profit. Your bufineſs in God's houſe łhis day 
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 ſhipthe trinity of this world, mentioned 1 John ii. 16. 
more than the Trinity of heaven? | 
IV. Forgerfulne/s of God and Chriſt is a great evil, 
and greatly hinders Sabbath-ſanctification. How can 
theſe ſanctiſy the Sabbath, who never mind the Author 
nor the end of it? And, alas! there are too many 
who have nothing of God in their thoughts either 
Sabbath-day or week-day, Pſal x. 4. Tho the heart 
be ſtill thinking, and hundreds of thoughts paſs through 
it every hour of the day, yet God is in none of them. 
Strange! that every worldly trifle ſnould find room in 
the heart, and God can find no place in it! What is 
the reaſon of this? Vou may ſee it, Rom. i. 28. They 
did not like to retain God in their knowledge. Surely there 
is nothing in the world that we have ſo frequent 
mementos of, as of God: How can we look to the 
Heavens, earth, flowers, or graſs, without minding 
him? A very heathen could fay,-----Preſentem refert 
N herba Deum. Or, how can we look to our 
bodies, but their curious ſtructure ſhould preſently mind 
us of God? Yea, every time we breathe, every motion 
of our lungs, and beating of our pulſe, ſhould be a 
prick or ſpur to us to mind our Preſerver; and in a 
| Tpecial manner, on the Sabbath-day, every ordinance, 
every duty, every ſentence, and every word ſpoken 
by the miniſter, ſhould mind us of God: But the 
matter is, the thoughts of God are burdenſom to all 
that live careleſs and ungodly lives; they cannot think 
upon him, but they mind their Judge. „ 

But, O Chriſtian, conſider what a ſin it is to forget 
God, eſpecially on his own day. If we ought to ſpend. 
every day in the fear of God, Prov. xxiii. 17. much | 
more the Sabbath-day. What ingratitude is it to forget 

. Him this day, that minded us in our low eſtate, yea, WM * 
minded us when we could not mind ourſelves 2 The 
love of God in Chriſt ſhould ſwallow up all our thoughts 
this day When we ſeriouſly conſider what Chriſt 
hath done for his peopie, one might think that. Chriſt 
would never be one whole hour together out of their 
minds, but that they ſhould carry him up and down. 
in their thoughts and deſires, that they ſhould Iy dons 
„ 
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Sabbath-ſan@ification. 249 | 
6, with thoughts of Chriſt at night, and have him like 

a bundle of myrrhe lying all night betwixt their breaſts, 9 
. that is, in their hearts; and, when they awake, they KB 
n ſhould be ſtill with him: That their very dreams in f 
Dr the night ſhould be ſweet viſions of Chriſt, and all 


y their words ſhould favour of him. k 
er V. Averſion to duty is another heart- evil, that hin- ö 
rt ders the ſanctification of the Sabbath. O how backward 6 
h do we find our hearts to the duties of the Sabbath! 

n. W How glad to put them by with any frivolous excuſe ! 

n how unwilling to pay God a viſit on his own day ! We 

19 ate flow to begin, and in haſte to make an end; we 

oy are heavy while the duty 1s a-doing, and glad when 

e it is done. Many are driven to their cloſets, as if they 

it were going to the rack, or as if prayer were a penance 

E rather than a privilege; they are conſtrained to it, to 

g ſatisfy a natural conſcience. It is rather a ſervile than 

t a ſon-like performance. If conſcience, like a task- 

ir maſter, did not laſn them to their duty, they would 

d EK never perform it. Many, they would rather toil their 

n bodies whole days and weeks at the ſoreſt labour, than 

a | ſpend one hour in ſecret upon their knees on the Lord's 

a day. How ſad and lamentable a thing is this! Is not 

„ God's company moſt defirable? is it not God's admi- 

n rable condeſcenſion, and our higheſt honour, that ſuch 

e poor worms as we ſhould be admitted into hispreſence? 

Il Are we,not naturally deſirous of acquaintance with 

k | great perſons, and why ſo backward to acquaintance 


| With the King of heaven? Is not the Sabbath a delight 
to God's people? and ſhail the work of it be a drud- 
gery to us? | þ 
Object. The duties requiſite on this day are fo 
Le es they colt much difficulty and pains to perform 
«+ them. ©: | | ; 

Anſw. It is better to fake pains, than ſuffer pains; 
better be bound with the cords of duty, than with the 
chains of darkneſs. 'The bonds of duty are not 

s grievous, nay, they are our ornament, and great- 

eſt freedom, Pſal. cxix. 45. whereas Satan and the 

world's ſervice is the greateſt drudgery ; there is fin. 

in the work, and hell in the wages. Alas that moor 
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will be at no pains for that which will bring eternal 


which will coſt eternal pains! The drunkard, thief, 


 2duherer, run many hazardsto ferve the devil, and win 
damnation ; they ſuffer bodily pains, want fleep and 


reſt, and weary themſelves to commit iniquity. They 
draw iniquity with cords, and ſins as with catt-ropes, 


Ifa. v. 18. They are yoked, as it were, in the devil's. 


plough or cart, and he makes them ſweat and draw 
in his ſervice. What bad work, ſad wages, and a terrible 
maſter have they.? Who would be hired by any wages 


to ſerve lions and tygers? Is not the devil a roaring-' . 


lion ? and, will you ſerve him that will devour and 


tear his ſervants both ſoul and body, after they have 


ferved,him never ſo faithfully 2 Oh! ſhall the devil's 
ſervants out-ſtrip Chriſt's-ſervants in diligence ana acti- 
vity ? Is there any maſter like Chriſt? is there any 


work or wages like his? Was there ever any of his 


fervants a loſer at his hands? Will not his experienced 
ſervants tell us, that wiſdom's ways are pleaſantneſs, 


and that Sabbath-days work is the ſweeteſt recreation ? 


Here they have the moſt pleaſant walks, the moſt 


lightſom proſpects, the choiceſt company, and the 
ſweeteſt fellowſhip, P/al. xxiii. 2, 3. Pſal. 1.23. There 


is heaven in holineſs, and gain in godlineſs; no ſuch 
gain or delight to be found elſewhere. Godlineſs 
18 the moft enriching trade in the world; God's 
people ſometimes gain more by it on a Sabbath-day 
in one hour, in one jermon, one promiſe, one prayer, 
one communion-table, one ſpiritual breathing, than 
all the rich men of the ſhire are worth, put all their 
eftates together. The world will not believe this; 


but ſure I am, one return of prayer, one ſmile of 
Chriſt's face, one look of faith, one grape of Canaan, K 


one glimpſe of the promiſed land, the head of one 
Goliath, the death of one luſt, the ſtrengthning of one 
grace, which may be obtajned in the duties of the 
Sabbath, any of theſe is an abundant recompence for 


all the pains we can be at in God's. ſervice this day ;- 


they yield more ſweetneſs and, content to the ſoul, 
than all the pleaſures the world can afford: The ſmalleſt 


glory, but are content to be at great pains for that 


glean- WM 


n £8 > th VV OE OP 


„„ Äò-ü ]; at He 


But what is all this to that eternal weight of glory 
which is treaſured up in heaven, for rewarding the 


Jaborious ſervants of Chriſt ? What can we do for ſo 
vaſt a reward? Had the Lord faid to us, Unleſs yuu 


be content to ſpend your days in ſome howling wil- 
derneſs, quit all worldly riches and pleaſures, pine a- 
way with poverty and want, give the fruit of your 


bodies, ſuffer martyrdom, or take a dip in hell, you 


ſhall never ſee my face in glory; ſurely there is none 


that knows what it is to eſcape eternal miſery, and in- 
herit endleſs happineſs above, but wouid have been 
willing to accept of theſe conditions. How much 


more then, when he only requires us to accept of his 
Son as our Surety, and love him, part with theſe ſins 
that would damn us, and follow him in the pleaſant ways 
of holineſs; and to do all this in his grace and ſtrength, 


for he ſends none a-warfare on their own charges? 


Say not then, I have no {ſtrength for ſo many duties 
as are required upon the Sabbath. Is there not enough 
in Chriſt for thee? Look with an eye of faith to the 


power and promiſe of God in Chrift, and every new A | 


duty will bring new ſtrength with it; They that de 
theſe things (hail live in them. 1 


VI. Hardneſs of heart hinders the fanification of 


the Sabbath. Why? hard-hearted ſinners can have no 


delight in Sabbath-work ; they are not affected by the 


word; they cannot prize Chriſt offered in the goſpel; 


they are not capable of receiving the goſpel-comforts. 


Oh how many ſuch do every Sabbath appear before 
God ! who can it and hear the moſt terrible threatnings 


of the word and curſes of the law denounced againſt 


fin, and the fins they are guilty of; and yet be no 
more concerned than the ſeats they fit on, or the dead 
that ly under their feet. Mercies or promiſes do not 


allure them, judgments. or threatnings do not alarm 


them. This is a ſad caſe, and yet very common, and 
few ſenſible of it. Who is complaining of this plagre 
of heart-hardneſs, and laying the caſe before God, ſayin; , 
Ah ! what ſhall Ido with this ſtone inmy heart? A ſio 


-gleanings of ſpiritual joy are better than a whole vintage 
of carnal delights. | 
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in the bladder or kidney is a woful pain, but the ſtone 
in the hear: is much more dangerous and/deadly ; yet 
_ who is pained with that, and crying to the Phyfician 

; of ſouls to take it away, and give a heart of fleſh ? 

O hard-hearted ſinner, conſider thy miſerable con- 
dition while thou remaineſt in a fallen ſtate under wrath. 
Many a ſtroke has been given thee by the hammer of 
the word, to no purpoſe ; many of the Spirit's motions 
haſt thou reſiſted; many a knock haſt thou deſpiſed. 

O tremble, leſt God give thee over, and take no more 
Pains on thee. A heathen Felix trembled, the devils 
tremble for fear of God's wrath; and will thy heart 
be unmoved? God: calls you to flee from it, miniſters 
call, mercies and promyſes call, judgments and threat- 
nings call, the wounds and blood of Chriſt call; and 
will not thy heart be affected? The voice of the Lord 
is powerful, full of majeſty, breaketh the cedars, ſhaketh 
the wilderneſs, hath melted the hearts of thouſands; 
and yet cannot it break thy hard heart? Thou haſt 
mountains of unpardoned guilt lying on thee, and haft 


thou no feeling thereof? Remember, if you be not | 
brought to feeling now, you ſhall be brought to it ere - 


tong, to your eternal coft and ſorrow; if the word 
do not waken thy heart, it is like, death will. When 
you begin to draw by the curtain of fleſn, and look 
into eternity, you will then cry, Lord, what will be- 
come of me for ever? If you doinot awake, then to 
be · ſure the firſt moment of your entry into eternity 
will bring you to your ſenſes; the bitings of the 
worm of conſcience will then make you feel; the 
ſtream of fire and brimſtone will melt the hardeſt heart; 
the hammer of juſtice will then break the heart, which 
ihe hammer of the word could not. 

O then, beg of God, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, 
that he may give you the broken heart and contrite 
Fpririt, that ſo you may have that acceptable ſacrifice 
to offer to him, which he never yet frowned upon, 
Pſal. li. 17. A broken anda contrite heart, O God, thou 
_ wilt not deſpiſe. Auguſtine cauſed write this text over 
Kkis bed, when fick. Let us cry to God for it, who 


alone can give it. Grayel-ſlones men may remove, 
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but heart-ſtones none can remove but God: We may 


as eaſily remove mountains as do this; yet we mult 


uſe the means: And therefore, look to him whom you 


| have pierced, that you may mourn. Think much on 


the free love of Chriſt, and the bloody ſufferings your 


| fins did put him to. If Chriſt's love and blood will 


not ſoften thy heart, nothing will. - Beg the Spirit 
of God to come and make application. of the blood 
of Chriſt, the bleſſed Scape-goat; and then the ada- 
mantine heart will diſſolve, Cry, © Come, O Spirit 
Sof God, blow the fire of the word with thy own 
« breath, and then it will melt hearts: Take this ham- 
« mer in thy own hand, and it will break rocks. 
© Lord, wound and heal; do the work throughly 
and effeQually ; begin it, carry it on, and finiſh it: 


« For, if any of it be left for me to do, it will be 


« eternally undone, and will be loſt for ever. Lord, 
« compleat this work, looſe my bonds, thaw my 
« affections, and draw my heart, and take eternal 
„glory to thee.” : | | 

VII. Hypocriſy and formality in duty is oppoſite to 
Sabbath- ſanctification; for God requires heart-fincerity 
in every piece of worſhip and duty that we perform. 
Yet, O how many are they who give God no more 
but the outward man, and the, ſervice of the body ! 


They draw nigh to God with their lips only; they pray 
ſo ſuperficially, as if they were unwilling that God 


ſhould hear them, and take away that luſt which con- 
ſcience forces them to pray againſt. They are ſo care- 
leſs and irreverend in ſecret prayer, they would be a- 
ſhamed if any ſaw them, or overheard them. A ſta- 
tue on a tomb, with eyes and hands lifted up, offers 
as good ſervice as many; only it wants a voice: And 
what ſignifies the voice without the affections? A par- 
rot may be taught to repeat ſome few words of praycr, 


but none will call that a prayer; fo neither will God 


own thy formal words for prayer. It is ſpeaking, and 
not praying, when the heart is wanting; he looks upon 
thy worſhip as no better than a ſtage-play. Many wor- 


ſhip God as careleſly as if they were praying to an idot, 


that neither ſaw nor heard them: Nay, many heathens 


"have -- 
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have worſhipped their falſe gods, Jupiter and Mars, 


with greater ſeriouſneſs and devotion than you do the 
great 38 HOVAH, Who made you and all the world. 


"Way ? the reaſon of all this is, all that many ſeek of, 


religion is the name of it; and the outward form of 
it makes them paſs under the name of good Chriſtians 
among men. Tho' God ſees their hypocriſy, yet man 
knows it not; and that is enough to them. But, O 
hypocrite, conſider, the day is approaching when God 


Will uimask thee before all the world. As Paul ſaid 


to the high prieſt, Acts xxiii. 3. ſo may I ſay to thee, 


God ſhalli ſmite thee, thou whited wall; ſo as thy paint 


ſhall fall off, and thy inward rottenneſs appear to all. 
There will be no hiding of thyſelf among the crowd, 


no impoſing on an all- ſeeing God. He can eaſily diſcern 


a traiterous Judas under a deceitful kiſs, a ravening 
— under a ſheep's skin, a murdering Herod under a 
pretence of worſhip, a hypocritical Pharifee under a 
broad phylattery : He can {py a diſſembling devil under 
's mantle, or when he would throud himſelf 
ſons of God; for neither the ſophiſtry of 
can blind his ©. | EN 

Again, le hypocrite think on his folly, in loſing 
both his heaven here and hereafter, in drawing down 
upon him both the hatred of the world, and the hatred 
of the God of heaven. The world hates him for his 
ſhaw of religion, and God hates him for his hypocriſy 
in it. Is it not lamentable folly in hypocrites to do ſome- 
thing for Chriſt, and go ſome length in the way to 
heaven, and yet to Joſe both Chriſt and heaven for not 
going one ſtep further? to be like that ſcribe, Mat. 
Xii. 34. not far from the kingdom of God, and yet never 
come thither? How fad is it to periſh with heaven in 
view, and go to hell by the very gates of glory? The 


| hypocrite's kope brings him to the ſhady valley, Job 


xviii. 14. but his candle goes out in that dark trance, 
and then he ſtumbles and falls for ever. It is fad to peri 
in the wilderneſs, when come to the very brink o 
Jordan, and in fight of the promiſed land; to make 


eur voyage With a pleaſant gale all the way, and ſhip- 
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wreck at the very mouth of the harbour; to come 
within a ſtep of the gate, and die with our hands upon 
the threſhold. . 
Laſtly, Remember, as hypacriſy, if continued in, 
will certainly damn you; ſo it. will provide a hotter 
hell for you than that of other ſinners, Mat. xxiv. 5 r. 


therefore be wiſe in time, and ſtudy ſincerity and up- 


rightneſs of heart in all your dealings with God. 
VIII. Wandring of heart greatly mars the perfor- 


mance of Sabbath-duties, eſpecially hearing, praying 


and praiſing. Jewiſh rabbi's ſay, That tho' on the 
*« Sabbath there was much fleſh uſed for facrifice in 
« the temple, yet not ſo much as one flie was ſeen 
« ſtirring there.” So neither ſhould there be a wan- 
dring thought or eye allowed, when we are about God's 
ſolemn worſhip this day in his houſe. What encourage- 
ment hath a husband-man to ſow upon a high-way, 
where every man and beaſt has free paſlage 2 No better 
is the heart of a wandring hearer : We may as well 
caſt ſeed upon the waves of the ſea, as preach unto 
ſuch; for the good ſeed of the word is quite loſt upon 
them. Think, what an affront it wotild be to a king, 
to turn your back to him, or diſcourſe with others, 


_ while he is ſpeaking to you? The motions and poſtures 


of your ſouls are as viſible to God as the motions, and 
poſtures of your bodies are to one another. Or, if a 
criminal were allowed to petition his prince for his life, 


{ would he break off at every ſentence, and chaſe flies 


through the room; you would ſay, a remiſſion were 
ill beſtowed on ſuch 4 creature. O beware of ſuch 2 


Tidiculous behaviour before the King of heaven, when 


you are addreſſing him for the life of your condemned 
ſouls. Would you have God to hear you, when you 
do not hear youriclf? Can you think he will be mindful 
of you, when you are not mindful of yourſelf? Think, 
if your prayers were written down, and all your vain 
thoughts interlined, -what incohercng nonſenſe would 
they be? would you not be aſhamedito hear them all 
read oyer? would not the world cry, “ Shame upon 
you for mocking your dread Sovereign with ſuch an 
impertinent addreſs ?. O but thoughts are the fame 

| | : | 2 
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as words with God; nay, they ſpeak louder in his ears 

than words do in ours, Amos iv. 13. He declares unto 

man what is his thought. And David ſays, He telts- 
my wandrings, 

Wherefore, when you enter this day into the ſan- 
Quary, or into your clofets, {hut the door of your 
heart, ſo that worldly thoughts may not enter to trouble 

vou. Lay ſolemn obligations and charges upon your 
hearts, that they wander not from God; bind the ſa- 
criſice with cords to the altar's horns; and if the birds 
Fi off of prey come by ſurpriſe down upon the ſacrifice, then, 
k 3 like Abraham, Gen. xv. 11. drive them preſently away, 
1 and ſummon every thought to attend your main buſi- 
neſs. Retra& every vain thought with a ſigh, and chide 
with your hearts for vain excurfions; check them as 
Chriſt did his drouſy diſciples, What ? cannot you watch 
with Chriſt for one hour? how then will you like to 
be engaged in heaven's work to all eternity, where there 
is no interruption ? „ 

Again, Conſider the uncertainty of your time for 
prayer. Had a criminal but a quarter of an hour al- 
lotted him to beg his life before an earthly judge, would 
he ſpend it in gazing upon the court and their fine 
clothes, or in asking ſome ridiculous queſtions? No, 
he would intreat and beg his life with all the arguments 
and fervency he were capable of. O ſinner, when 
thou kneeleſt down to beg thy ſoul's life at the hands 
of the Judge of quick and dead, thou knowelt not if 
thou ſhalt have ſo long as a quarter hour for it; 
and wilt thou trifle it away? What if death ſurpriſe 
thee, and find thy heart wandring from God? 

For remedies of this evil, befides what is faid, ſtudy 
to overawe your hearts this day with a ſenſe of God's 
preſence and omniſcient eye. A ſervant will not ſport 
himſelf in his maſter's preſence, but carry gravely. 
Did you believe that God's eye is ſtill upon you, and 
notices all your thoughts, words, looks and geſtures ; 
would you not be more circumſpect than you are? 
May not angels, when they ſee what gravity and de- 
cency you obſerve in preſence of a prince, and your 
careleſneſs and irreverence in preſence of a * 
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God, conclude you no better than infidels in midſt of 
God's houſe? Confider then how ſolemnly you ſet 
yourſelves in God's preſence, when you attend publick 


ordinances. It was the ſenſe of this that made Ber= 


nard ſay, when he came to the church-door, Stay 
here, all my earthly thoughts. But if they do thruſt in 
after you, and come upon you, to divert you this day, 
pretending neceſſary buſineſs, as Nehemiah's enemies 
did to him when about the temple-work, then give 
them ſuch a repulſe as he did, Neh. vi. 3. 1 am doi 

a great work, 1 cannot come down; why ſhould the 
work ceaſe, whilſt I leave it, and come down to you? 
and, like him, repeat this over and over, as they re- 
peat their follicitations. 


Again, Ges love to God and his ordinances; for 


what welove, that we fix our minds upon, be it gain, 
honours or pleaſures. David found love to the word 
2 good remedy againſt wandring thoughts in time of 
reading or hearing it, Pſal. cxix, 113. I hate us. 
= thoughts, but thy law do I love. Alſo, ſtudy to accu- 
ſtom yourſelves to holy thoughts at other times; for a 


your hearts be much ſet on the world at other times, 
your thoughts will be driving thither in time of duty, 
whether praying or hearing: But if they be habitually 
ſet upon Chriſt, then will your prayers aſcend to him 
ike a pillar of incenſe. 3 Ee 

Moreover, be putting up frequent ejaculations unto 
God, to fix your hearts, and gather your ſtraying 
thoughts. Pray with the pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxxvi. 11. 


can ſtay the raging waves of the fea, to ſtay the wan; 
dring thoughts of your heart. . 
Laſfily, Conſider how Jews and Heathens may put 
hriſtians to the bluſh in this matter. We read of ſurpri- 
Wing inſtances of their fixed devotion in their acts of 

orſhip. It is a ſtrange conſtancy and fixedneſs that is 
Wpoken of the Jewiſh priefts at Jeruſalem, that when 


rites of the temple, as if — * had been no ſuch thing. 


1 
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vain heart our of duty will be little better in duty. If 


Unite my heart to fear thy name. Look to him that 


the Romans broke into the city, and ruſhed into the 
temple," ready to kill them; yet they went on with the 
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Alſo, ſtrange was the fixedneſs of that Spartan youth, 0 
that held the cenſer to Alexander while he offered ſa- be 
crifice, who ſuffered a coal, that fell on his arm, to 8 
burn his fleſh, rather than by crying, or letting fall the * 


cenſer, he ſhould diſturb that worſhip. May not theſe of 
inſtances ſhame us, that have more light, for our un- no 
fixedneſs and inconſtancy in the ſervice of the GREAT bat 
Jznovan? . | bo 
IX. Wearying of the duties of the Sabbath, is another ¶ be 
evil we mult guard againſt this day. O how many are lin 
there like thoſe, Amos viii. 5. who fay in their hearts, ing 
When will the Sabbath be gone? and with thoſe, Mal. i ve 


i. 13. What a wearineſs is itz Many weary as much 
of lermons, as if they were in the ſtocks all the while the 
they attend them. O what would come of you, if 44; 
+ Chriſt were as ſoon weary of calling, as you are gf 


hearing! How many Sabbaths have you kept Chriſt — 
ſtanding and knocking at your doors, and he is not yet on 
Weary, for all your long deafneſs to his knocks, and we 
refuſing to open to him; but continues ſtill to knock ? do 
O let this ſhame us out of our wearying to knock at t 
God's door. Alas! a quarter of an hour in prayer wearies je 
many of us. Is this the requital we give to Chriſt for i 
all his love and patience? May not he AY be- me 
* lever, I did not ſoon weary of my bloody ſweat | dv 


« in the garden for thee; nay, I was longer on the po 
- & painful croſs, than ever thou waſt on thy knees in 


„ prayer, or in meditating on my love and ſufferings.” = 
O ſhould a believer ever weary of that ſubject ? Theſe the 
.1dolaters, Acts xix. 34. could cry out with a loud voice in 
for the ſpace of two hours, and not weary in commen- ve 
ding their idol Diana; and ſhall we weary of hearing $ 

a ſermon in commendation of Chriſt, for the ſpace of . 
one hour? O where are theſe animal ſpirits that men be 
have in worldly buſineſs 2 where is that vigour and acti- yy, 
vity that many ſhew in their bodily recreations, nay; gn 


in ſerving of their luſts ? Many weary not to ſpend whole 
days and nights in drinking and gaming; but they grudge WF yi; 
to give God one day for his worſhip, or ſo much as one i he 
hour of his own day. You weary not to provide for 
your bodies and proſent things, but ſoon weary to pro. 
0 ; VI 
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, vide for your ſouls and eternity: You weary not to 

- i beſtow time and pains to purchaſe a ſmall eſtate ; but 

5 i you can ſpare no time nor pains to ſeek the kingdom 

© iſ of heaven. Many are quick enough about worldly 

© I things, but, like Dagon, they have no heads to think, 
„nor hands to act, when the ark-is preſent. The Sab- 

T bath is a long and weariſom day to them. Some think. 
both forenoon and afternoon of this day too much to 

be given to God; one of them may ſerve: Or they 
linger in coming to the church in the morning, as be- 
ing glad to have a part of God's day and worſhip dri- 

i. ven by ere they come; and not a few ſteal away before 
ch worſhip be ended; they'd rather ſpend the day any way 
than in God's ſervice. O finner, who is the loſer by 
this, but thy own ſoul? Doſt thou think a Sabbath 

gf long, a ſermon long, a prayer long? How long then 

it will it be to be baniſhed from God's preſence, and ly 


ſet on beds of fire, through a whole eternity? You will 
nd & weary eternally there, but it will not mend you: The 
75 Acors are not open there, as the church-doors now are, 


to let you go in and out at your pleaſure (as ſome grace- 
leſs perſons do in time of divine worſhip) no, you 
will find hell's gates ſhut with invincible bolts,” an 
be- mountains of braſs rolled to them; and there you muſt 
= dwell and ly roring, as priſoners of wrath for ever. 
Poor carnal wearying ſoul, canſt thou ever think of going 
to heaven, to worlbip and adore God for ever without 
- K intermiſſion, when ſo ſhort a time of this work wearies 
"-& thee now? To be ſure, heaven would be a hell to thee. 
in thy preſent unconverted ſtate ; thou wouldſt give ne- 
ver ſo much to be out of it again, wert thou in it. 

But, O believer, how ill doth it become thee to 
weary of Sabbath-work here below, that profeſſeſt ta | 
de preparing for that everlaſting Sabbath above, the 1 

= work of which hath no end? Wilt thou weary to ſpend k 
one whole Sabbath here in ſerving Chriſt, who wearies | 
not to ſpend many whole Sabbaths and years in ſer- 

| ving thee? Conſider how buſy Chriſt is this day in 

heaven in thy behalf: Tho' the Sabbath be a day of 
reſt to us from our ordinary work, yet it is none to 
Chriſt; he is buſy thro 
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and making interceſſion for · thee, without fainting, in 
this work; and wilt thou ſo ſoon tire to act for him? 


— 4 


— 
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Doth he mind thee ſo conſtantly, and wilt thou fo ſoon 
weary to think on him? * . 

X. Sleeping or drouſineſs, in time of divine ſervice, 
is a profanation of the Lord's day, and hinders our 
profiting by the ordinances: Therefore guard againſt 
it. Many are watchful enough about the devil's ſer- 
vice; they can ſpend whole nights in drinking, gam- 


ing, exc. without ſleep ; but cannot hold up their eyes 


half an hour in hearing a ſermon. Conſider what an 
evil cuſtom this is, you who are chargeable with it, 
and reformit. How ridiculous were it for a man that 


came to the market to buy proviſion for himſelf and | 


his family, to- fall aſleep in the market-place, and ſo 
miſs his errand ? Do you not come on the Sabbath, 
which is heaven's market-day, to the ordinances to get 


proviſion for your ſouls; and will you fall aſleep in 


the mean time of the market, and ſo go home empty? 


What do you know but, while you ſlept, that truth was 
delivered that might have ſaved your ſouls? Will a 
man fall aſleep at his food? and yet you ſleep while 
the bread of life is breaking to you, and the waters of 
life are running by you. How fad is it, that the ſoul's 
mouth thould at this time be cloſed with drouſfineſs 
and ſleep, that it cannot receive one crumb or drop ? 
O how would a damned ſoul prize the opportunity that 


you ſleep away! Remember it will not always laſt with 


you, the Sabbath and ſermon will quickly come that 
will be your laſt; and who knows but this or the next 
may be it? If you thought you were going ſtraight 
from the church to God's tribunal, would you not be 
more watchful in hearing? There is none can aſſure 
you but it may be ſo: However that be, I can aſſure 
you, you muſt ſhortly anſwer for every ſermon you 
are preſent at; God will ask, Where are the fruits of 
ſo many ſermons? It will be a fearful item in your ac- 
counts, So many ſermons ſlept away: How will you 


anſwer for it? | 


Again, Conſider how provoking this practice is to 


Gad. Would not a prince be diſpleaſed with a n 
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if he ſhould fall aſleep while he is ſpeaking to him? 


would not a judge be angry with a criminal, if he 


ſnould fleep when he were about to pronounce his ſen- 
tence? And have you not to do with the Ring of. 
kings, and Fudge of the worid, while you are hearing 
the word? Is not your life at the ſtake when you are 
hearing it? according to that word in Deut. xxx i. 46, 47. 


Set your hearts unto all the words which I teſtify among 


you this day; for it is not a vain thing for you, becauſe 
it it your life, Remember what befel Eutychus when 
he ſlept in time of ſermon, Acts xx. it almoſt coſt him 
his ife; God made him a monument of diſpleaſure, 


for a warning to all ſleepers: He got a fad fall, but you 


may get a worſe; he fell to the ground, but you 


may fall to the loweſt hell, and there you will not ger 


a Paul to take you up as he got. Your fin is more 


| aggravated than his; it was mid-night when he ſlept, 
but you ſleep at mid-day: Paul had preached ſeveral 


| hours, but half an hour andleſs puts you afſeep. You 


have cauſe to fear, left God make you a monument 
of his wrath, or that he ſay, Sleep on, till the flames of 
hell awake yon. It is truly a wonder how any can ſleep 
= at the worſhip of God, either in the church or fa- 


> mily, and not dream of hell-fire in their fleep ; for their 


danger is greater than they are aware of. Satan is very 
| buſy at ſuch a time; While you ſleep, he ſucceſsfully 

= /ows his tares, Matth. xiii. 25. your ſleeping- time is a 

ſeed-time for the devil, and a ſpring- time for luſts. 


* 


If you would remeid this evil, ſtrive and wreſtle a- 


gainſt it, and pray for help to do it; go timeouſly to 
bed on Saturday's night, and ſee that you be temperate 
through the week; for they that wake much in the 
ale-houſe, will be fair to ſleep in the church. 


XI. Prejudice at preachers, and quarrelling with them 


for their plainneſs and freedom in reproving fin, mars 
& the ſanctification of the Sabbath, and your getting good 


by the ordinances. Some hear minifters, as the Pha» 
riſees heard Chriſt, with ill-will to them, and a deſign 
to catch advantage againſt them; they would make a 
man an offender for a word. Others are ſo faſt aſleep< 
in im, that they can't endure miniſters to thunder in 


Ul \ 


their ears, or lighten in their eyes by plain and pier- 
cing ſermons, becauſe they diſturb their reſt. 4/a was 
wwroth with the ſeer upon this account, and put him in 
. priſon; ſo dealt Herod with John, and Ahab with Mi- 
cajah. Many, like Ahab, think the miniſter has a 
Pique at them, when he reproves fin freely; He never 
. ſpeaks good of me, ſaith Ahab. Oh ſinners, this is the 
wrong way ; for when God wounds thy fin, and darts 
conviction into thy ſoul, thou ſnouldſt thank the Spirit 
of God for his mercitul viſiting of thee, and lay open 

our luſts, and ſay, ** Smite, Lord, with a deadly 
* blow theſe enemies that would not have thee to rule 
F* over them; kill my luſts, and fave my ſoul. Bleſt 
'« Phyſician, wound and heal; cauſe theſe convictions 
end in my converſion here, and falvation hereafter.” 
An honeſt heart loves that ſermon beſt, that wounds 

his luſts deepeſt. He ſays to the word, or the miniſter, 


thee this 


your hazard in plain language ? 


= 


Os 
— 


. 3 lttle fruit follows: We are like the+barren field, on 
_— Which much coſt is beſtowed, but the crop is nothing 
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that ſtops his career in fin, as David to Abigail, 1 Sam, 
XXV. 32, 33: Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, which ſent 
ay to meet me; and bleſſed be thy advice, &c, 
If your eyes were opened, you would look on plain 
rouxing preachers as your beſt friends in the world. If 
ou were in hazard of burning or drowning by falling | 
into the fire or water, would you be angry with one 
that will pull you out, and fave your life, tho' he ſhould MZ 
wound you, or break an arm of you in the doing of 
it? Nay, you would think him your friend, and thank 
aim for his kindneſs. And will you be angry with a 
. miniſter for plucking you as a brand out of the burn- 
ing, by denouncing wrath againſt ſin, and telling you 


XII. Slighting the offers of the goſpel, and Chriſt ten- 
dered to us therein, is a great profanation of the Lord's 
gay, and directly oppoſite to the deſign of it: Vet, 
alas! it is a moſt prevailing evil among us. Chriſt M 

calls, but we will not hear; he offers himſelf and his 
urchaſe, but we will not accept; he allures us with 
s mercy, but we will not turn to him; he oft waters 


us with the dew and rain of goſpel-ordinances, but | 


SY” . woo A 


Sallath-Canffication. 


But, alas! we fear there are three thouſand ſermons 


preached. now, and not one foul brought in. Many 
times is the goſpel- net let down in vain; O that Chriſt 


would come and direct it to be let down on the right 
fide of the ſhip! I ſhall endeavour briefly to lay before 
you the great ſin and miſery of rejecting Chriſt and the 
goſpel-offers. 5 Wa 

If, It is againſt reaſon to refuſe a. remedy when in 
our offer; as for a wounded man to flight a phyſician, 
or a condemned man a pardon, none in his right wits 


would be guilty of this: Nay, it is even ſelf- murder; 


for he is. as guilty of his own death that rejects a me- 
dicine, or tears a plaiſter from off his wounds, as he 
that cuts his own throat. Now, you know what an 
heinous ſin ſelf-murder is; yea, this is not only ſo, 
but it is ſoul-murder, which has a louder cry than any 


= other murder, by ſo much as the ſoul is more precious 


that the body: You are afraid to ſhed the blood of 
others, O do not embrue your hands in the blood of 


yout own ſouls. 5 | 
2dly, It is the greateſt affront and indignity that can 


be offered to the majeſty of God and our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. It is even called, a treading under foot the Son 
of God, and his precious blood, Heb. x. 28, 29. which 


anſwerable. How many Sabbaths are ſpent, and ſer- 
| mons preached, and no good done? At one ſermon 
of Peter's, there were three thouſand ſoul converted: 


is there reckoned a greater fin than the breach of all 


the ten commands; it is a fin which neither heathens 
nor devits are guilty of. To tread upon the Son of God 

O monſtrous guilt! who would be guilty of this: 

May you ſay, Am I a dog (as Hazael ſaid to the pro- 
phet) that 1 ſhould do this thing? Yea, every ſoul that, 
flights Chriſt and his goſpeloffers, doth it. How — 1 
voking muſt it be, to trample on God's moſt precious 
Jewel, wherein he is highly delighted and well pleaſed, 
Matth. iii. 17. to lothe that which is moſt ſweet unto 
God? What horrid ingratitude is it, to flight the re- 


; = 
K # 4 


medy that the infinitely wiſe God hath been at. fo much { 


pains and expences in preparing for us, and which hath 
coſt him more than the creating of ten thouſand worlds 
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q Finns oppoſite to 

would have done? a work upon which his heart is ſo 
ſet, and wherein Ae hath ſo diſplay ed his glorious at- 
tributes and perfections; yea, a work which he prefers 
to all his other works: How criminal mult it be to 
undervalue that? Again, what a ſlight muſt it be to 
the divine Majeſty, to prefer the devil and luſts before 
him? When Satan and luſts knock, they preſently 
find acceſs; yea, the leaſt whiſper they make is heark- 
ned to: But tho' Chriſt cry aloud, and lift up his voice 


like a trumpet in the goſpel-offers; yea, tho' he call, 


| Intreat, beſeech, and complain, he is diſregarded, and 


finds ſhut doors. What iniquity (may Chriſt ſay) do 
you find in me, that the devil and luſts ſhould be pre- 
ferred before me? Can they do for you what I can do? 
Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh and unwiſe? 
34ly, Refuſing Chriſt as offered in the goſpel, is the 
great condemning fin of the world, ſee John iii. 19, 36. 
Heb. iii. 19. The ruin of finners under the goſpel is 
Jaid at the door of this fin, as if there were none other 


Charged upon them: And juſtly it is ſo; for if a male- 5 


factor were offered his life upon his kneeling and ac- 
cepting the king's remiſſion, if he refuſed to do this, 
it may well be ſaid, that his refuſal hangs him. O fin- 
ner, no other ſin in the world, however great it be, 
would condemn you, if you were not guilty of this 
fin of flighting Chriſt : But this is the fin which binds 
the guilt of all your other fins hard and faſt upon you; 
yea, it is the fin that binds up the hands of omni- 
potency, that it cannot ſave you. Chrift's merits, 
tho' infinite, cannot juſtify you, if you reject them; 


Bat beſt medicine that ever was compounded, can- 


ot heal, unleis it be applied. | | 
4thly, Unbelief, and lighting of 2 tends to de- 
feat the whole deſign - of the goſpel, and to render 
Chriſt's whole undertaking uſeleſs: For, what 1s it but 
a ſaying on the matter, Joa have no need of him; and, 
His death was to no purpoſe » May not Chriſt look with 


a grieved heart upon unbelieving ſinners, and fay, © I 


«© have gone a long journey, ſhed my precious blood, 


and ſuffered the pains of hell, to ſave ſinners: But 
E theſe ſay on the matter, I might have ſtayed in hea- 
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do fay for themſelves, We never had an offer of Chriſt, 

= we never once heard of him; but what can you ſay for 
= yourſelves, who have had ſo many thouſand offers, 
and ſo many knocks and calls every Sabbath to accept 
of Chriſt? You muſt ſurely ſtand ſpeechleſs; there re- 
mains nothing for you but a fearful looking for of judg- 
= ment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the 
= adverſaries: Vea, it will be more tolerable for Sodom 


” 2 2 Ses - 


Sabbath-ſan#ifcation. | 
« yen for them; I might have kept my blood in my 
« yeins; or, I died as a fool dieth: They give me 


« no thanks for all my pains.” O finners, confider 


what you are doing; would you go about to fruſtrate 


Chriſt glorious expedition, or give him cauſe to repent 


of his death and bloody agony ? 


5thly, This fin brings on inevitable wrath and mi- 

ſery, Heb. ii. 3. As Chrift hath cords of love, fo he 
bath a rod of iron; if you break his cords, he will take 
his rod: If mercy manage it, it will but wound you; 


but, if j»ſtice take it, it will grind you to powder. 
O provoke not the Mediator to take his iron rod; for 


his vengeance is heavy. Tho' he be the meek Lamb. 
of God, and be clad with prieftly garments, yo he hath 


oth heavy -. 
and hot to trample on his enemies, Rev. i. 13, 15. If 


feet like braſs, as if they burned in a furnace, 


you refuſe Chriſt, your miſery is as inevitable as that 
of the devils: For they periſh, becauſe they have no 


14 Mediator, and you periſn, becauſe you will not have 
a Mediator. O why will you put yourſelves in the 


fame csſe with devils? Nay, your caſe, in ſome re- 
ſpects, will be worſe than theirs; for they never re- 


jected a remedy. The moſt ſcorching corners in the 
= fiery oven of God's wrath ſeem to be reſerved for un- 


believers, Lake x11. 46. The breath of his mouth, that 


2 before invited them, will eternally blow their fire, 1/a. 


XXX. 33. Mercy itſelf will be incenſed, and plead a- 


= gainft them at the great day. You will be more in- 


excuſible than the heathens : They will have ſomething 


in that day of judgment, than it will be for you, Mat 


ki. 22, 23. The fins of Sodom were ſo monſtrous, 
that they- made a hell upon earth. O what puniſh. 
muſt they have now, when the beginnings of it in this 

6 | p . ; | | RE worl 4 | 
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+ > 266 Fin opphſte to 
wourld were ſo terrible? If the puniſhment of the leaſt 
min will be intolerable in that lake, O what will the 
4 1 of the Sodomzres horrid and unnatural fins 
? Yet their caſe will be eaſy, in reſpect of them that 
have flighted the goſpel: Theſe will even gnaſh their 
teeth for envy of the happineſs of a damned Sodomite. 
- Nay, O goſpel-ſlighter, you will then wiſh a thouſand 
times you had rather been living in Sodom, when fire 
and brimſtone was rained from heaven on it, than have 
lived in Scotland, where manna was rained, and the 
light ſhined fo abundantly. * 15 85 


So much for in ward fins. <2 


— * 
„ 


of out ard ſins of commiſſion on the Lord's day. 


II. J Come, in the next place, to caution you againſt 
| outward ſins, whereby the Lord's day is too 
commonly profaned. 5 . 
Firft, Beware of the ſins of the tongue: It is a moſt 
eſſential part of true religion to govern the tongue a- 
right: For, if any man ſeem to be religious (faith James) 
and bridleth not his tongue, that man's religion is vain, | 
The tongue indeed is a moſt unruly thing; and there- 
fore the pſalmiſt treats it, as he would do an unreaſon- 
able beaſt, Pſal. xxxix. 1. He keeps it in, as with a 
bridle. God hath ſet double hedge about this uaruly 
member, both of the teeth and lips, (to ſhew with | 
what care we ſhould keep it) and yet how oft doth i 
tit break looſe, notwithſtanding of both? God hath 
© _alfo placed it betwixt the brain and the heart, that it 
might take counſel of both; and yet how oft doth i 
it act, without advifing with either the one or the 
other? God hath given us two ears, aa but one $4 
tongue; to teach us to hear much, and ſpeak little. 
Be ſwift to hear, and flow to ſpeak, James i. 19. for i 
he that refraineth his lips is wiſe, Prov. x. 19. often | 
ve we cauſe to repent our ſpeaking, but ſeldom our 
Wence. 
_ ' s We ought to watch our tongues every day, ſo 
on the Lord's day; for on this day bid 
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ptoaching, backbiting, c. but alſo from all idle words, 
yea, from all ſuch diſcourſe as is unſuitable to the work 


of this day, tho' it might be lawful on other days. 
The hearts of men may be very much known by their 


Sabbath-day's diſcourſe ; for, out of the abundance of 


the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, We gueſs by peoples 


language, what country they belong to. Is thy ſpeech 
vain and worldly upon the Lord's day? it is a ſhrewd 


ſign of a carnal unrenewed heart; Thou art a Galilean, 


thy ſpeech bewrayeth thee. This is God's holy day, 
and he will have it ſanctified by our whole man, and 
by our words, as well as our actions: Set a watch ther 


this day before your mouth, and keep the door of your lips, 


and ſtrive to ſeaſon your ſpeech with grace; for you 


may profane the Sabbath by Your words as well as by 


your works, and by vain words as well as by vile words. 
O then, what cauſe have we to lament the profanation 


 Sabbath-ſanfificatin. . 267 
forbid to ſpeak our own words, Iſai. lviii. 13. not only - 
muſt we this day abſtain from lying, ſwearing, re- - 


of | of the Sabbath by vain and idle diſcourſes, _ which is 
a- fo common among us? If Chrift ſhould join himſelf +=: 
ves) to many this day, in their coming to and going from 
ain, the church, as he did the two diſciples going to Em- 
ere- maus on this day, Luke xxiv. 15, 17. and ask, What 
ſon- manner of communications are theſe which you have one 
h a with another? might not this queſtion ſtrike us ſpeechleſs, 
ruly | and make us bluſh? Who can tell what day this is,, 
with } by many peoples diſcourſes ? Jeſts, ſtories and idle tall 
doth | are as common with them this day as any other. It | 
hath was Plato's propoſal, That mens 3 at their \neetings 
at it and tables ſhould be written. If this were practiſed 
doth | on the Sabbath, would it not put many to ſhame, to 
the read over their words before them? But tho' men 
one do not regiſter them, yet, remember, God doth it, 
little. eſpecially on his own day, which he hath ſo much 
. for honoured, He has a book of remembrance to write 
often down all that men ſay, as well as what they do, Mal. 
n our BY 111. 16. See what he faith, Mat. xii. 36. that ſcripture 
= may cauſe us all tremble, and take heed to our words, 8 
y, fo while we have a day to live; I ſay wnto you, thasg * uf 
e ate every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give 5 
1 OY aer oY 
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258 Sins oppoſite to 5 

account thereof at the day oof judgment. O what long 
counts will many have to clear for idle words on the 
Sabbath, beſides on other days! And, if they mutt 
account ff idle words, how much more for ill and 
ſinſul words, for baſe lies and bloody oaths? O the 
tongue is a world of iniquity 2 How ſhall we anſwer 
for it at God's bar, without timeous repentance, and 
fleeing to Chriſt for mercy ? If you would have your 
#ongues renewed, and to become as choice ſilver, to 
ſpeak the language of Cazaaz on the Lord's day; then 
ſee to get janctifled hearts: Cleanſe the fountain, that 


the ſtreams may run clear; waſh your heart from 


wicked neſs, and let not vain thoughts lodge within you, 
Jer. iv. 14. Shut out vain thoughts, as well as vile 
thoughts: And, if they break in upon you this day, 
do as the raviſh'd virgin under the law, cry out to God 


for help, and vou ſhall not be held guilty. 


Secondiy, There are ſins in action, whereby the Sab- 
bath is frequently profaned by many. 

1/t, Many incroach upon the Lord's holy day, and 
profane it, by worldly diverſionsand recreations, and 
by ſeeking their pleaſures in the fields, which I have 
handled already at ſome length : Others profane this 
holy day by making it a day of idleneſs, or a vifiting- 
day among their friends and neighbours: Others by 
making it a reckoning-day with workmen and ſervants : 
And many profane it by doing unneceſſary ſervile work 
in and about their houſes, which might either be done 
on the Saturday before, or delayed till Monday there- 
after; ſuch as the gathering peaſe, ſhearing of graſs, 
cutting aud ſhearing of kail, fetching in water, ſweeping 
the houſe, drying of clothes, brewing of ale, and the like. 
Theſe things not being works of neceſlity or mercy, 
but our own works, done for our worldly profit, or 
to indulge our carnal eaſe or pleaſure, are certainly 


-* unlawful on the Sabbath, according to Iſa. Iviu. 13, 
Vet, alas! how is the Lord's day profaned by theſe 
practices in ſome places of the land? Let miniſters do 
and ſay what they will, ftill many will be ftealing a 

2 part of God's day for their ſervile work; and it can- 
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Sabbath-ſanflification. 


Object. Why do you exclaim ſo againſt us on this 
% account? we do no harm to any; we thank God We 


ce are not thieves, extortioners, drunkards? &c.” 
Anſw. Nay, you are thieves, for you rob God, and 


ſteal from him that which is his proper right, for the 
feventh day is the Lord's. You would be aſhamed to 
be found. ſtealing any of your neighbours goods, and 
think you no ſhame to be found robbing God of 
his holy day ? Is not facrilege the worſt kind of theft, 
ſtealing from God worſe than ftealing from man, the 
ſins again the firſt table greater than the fins againſt the 
ſecond table? Beſides, they that begin thus to ſteal 
from God, may, ere all be done, come and ſteal from 
men too; for falſe to God, true to no man. Many a 
thief at the Gibbet hath confeſſed, that he began his 
looſe life and ſtealing with breaking of the Sabbath- 
day ; that this was his leading fin, and the occaſion of 
all the reſt. Te | 
Object. We are not ſingular, we do but what 
« neighbou.s and others about us do.” 5 
Anſ. You ought to be fingular, and do more for 
God and your ſouls than others, if you would enter 
in at the ſtrait gate. God forbids you to follow a 
multitude to do evil, Exod. xxiii. 2. The commonneſs 
of a fin doth not extenyate but aggravate it in the 
fight of God; for, the mite common it be, it hath 
the louder cry in his ears for vengeance. . God hath 
common plagues for common ſins in this world, and a 
eommon. hell tor common ſinners in the world to come. 


Think not, that your aſſociation with others will any- 


wiſe alleviate your torments in that lake below; nay, 


it will rather heighten them: For the more faggots are 


thrown into a fire, it will burn the more vehemently. 
Object. Theſe things which we do are but little 


* trifles, ſoon done, and do not hinder God's ſervice. 
on the Sabbath.“ AR | 


Anſ. 1ſt, Was not gathering a few ſticks on the 


Sabbath as little? yet we ſee how highly God reſented 
it. Think no fin ſmall which is committed againſt an 


FA 


not but be heinous and provoking in the ſight of Gd, J 
being done againſt ſo much light and manifold reproofs. 1] 
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© #fernal God, and his holy law. There is more evil in 
the leaſt fin, than all the angels in heaven, or ten thou- 

fand worlds, can expiate; and, if its guilt or puniſh- 


, % 
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Sins oppoſite to 


ment due to it were laid upon thee, it would make 


. thee gnaſh thy teeth eternally, and curſe the day that 
ever thou waſt born: Nothing leſs than the death of 


the eternal Son of God can make atonement for the 
leaſt fin. Believe it then, that leſſer ſins, if known 
and reſerved, will carry thee to hell as ſurely as greater 
fins; for, the leſs the fin be, the leſs tentation haſt 


thou to commit it, and'the leſs excuſe for it. A ſmall 


leak in a ſhip kept open will fink her, as well as a greater; 


a ftab with a pen-knife will kill a man, as well as a 


ſword. If thou alloweſt Satan but the imalleſt grip of 


thy ſou}, he will pull thee to hell by it, even as 2 
> - butcher can drag a beaſt. to the ſhambles by one foot, 


as well as when bound by all four: And, if Satan get 
thee to hell, he doth not much care by what ſins thou 


- - goeft thither, whether ſmall or great. 


2. God hath framed all his commands in infinite 
wiſdom, and he beſt knows what is conſiſtent with his 
own worſhip, and what is moſt for his own glory. 
It is preſumption in any man toſay, That this or that 
piece of our work on the Sabbath will be no hindrance 


to the ſervice of God, ſeeing he himſelf hath ſaid, In 


it thou ſhalt do no manner of work: The Iſraelites mult 
not gather manna this day, Exod. xvi. O might ſome 
have ſaid, Why? it will not hinder God's ſervice ; 


„ we gather it early in morning, and ſo we will be 
% at God's worſhip in time enough, and have all the 
<< reſt of the day to ſerve him: Again, we need not 
« travel far for it; it lies round about the camp, and 
(6 


near our very doors; it will be no great labour: 
And beſides, we may have good thoughts in time 
“of doing it.” No, you muſt not be wiſer than God; 
he hath ſet apart this day for his own uſe, and you 


muſt nat cut and carve upon it. 


25 .LOY , 


In like manner, ſome excuſe their walking or travgl- . 


ling upon the Lord's day; O, ſay they, we can employ 
our thoughts profitably by the way. But, tho you could 
do it, pray, can you undettake that your example ſhall 


— * 


have 


have no ill effect upon others who are lookin gon you? 


f nn What think you of that awful word, Mat. v. 19. 
. Whoſoever (hall break one of theſe leaſt commandments, 
2 and ſhall teach men ſo (that is, ſhall make others break 
t it by what he doth or faith) he Hall be called the leaſt 
f in the kingdom of heaven? 3 

c 2dly, Vanity and gaudineſs in apparel is oppoſite 
n to the ſanctification of the Sabbath. Some dreſs up 
on themſelves this day in ſuch vain attire, and undecent 
| falhions, as tend to draw the eyes of others to gaze 
1 upon them, and ſo their hearts to wander from God 
= and his worfhip. Think what guilt you hereby draw 
a upon yourſelves, of the fins of others as well as your 
of | own. The practices of ſome heathens may put many 
A profeſſed Chriſtians among us to the bluſh. Valerius 
t, | Maximus tells of a heathen young man, named Sparina, 
et who was exceeding beautiful; but obſerving that many 
dbu fixed their eyes on him, and fearing the conſequences of 


it, he disfigured his face, leſt his beauty ſhould prove a 


ite I fnare to others. May not this heathen condemn ſuch, 
is © who are ſo far from disfiguring themſelves leſt they 
| ſhould prove a tentation to others, that they disfigure 


the conſequences of it may prove. Is not this a ſhewing 
a2 diſlike of God's workmanſhip, and a deſire to mend 
it? Jexebel was infamous for this art, and no ſober 
woman ſhould deſire to follow her faſhion. A Chriſti- 


i | apparel, that the fight of his garments ſhould humble 
F them: Was it not ſin that ſtript man of his glory, cove- 
to hide it? Would it not be diſtraction in a malefactor 


foul crime? Confider allo the garments you are proud 
of, what they are: The beaſts have the ſame naturally 

to cover them, and will you be proud of a beaſt's 
covering? It was the ſaying of a heathen to a vain 
gallant, * Why art thou proud of that which a ſheep 
wore before thec? 
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their faces by painting and patching, to ſeem more beau- 
tiful than God has made them, without fearing whatever 


[ an ſhould be ſo far from being proud or vain of his 
him, and keep him in mind how he came to need 
red him with ſhame, and put him to ſeek clothes for 


do pride himſelf in a ſtigma which he had got for a 


Or, what tho they be finer than 
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E293. FSi oppoſite -— © | A. 
wool? yet their original is no better, but rather worſe? 1 
What are velvets, filks and ſatins, but the excrements , 
of a vile worm? and is that a matter to be vain of? 
Remember, that ere long God will cauſe thee wear 
another ſuit thou wilt have ſmall reaſon to be proud of; 
he will even clothe thee with worms and putrefaction. 
May not the thoughts hereof keep you humble, and 
teach you to come to the church gravely and decent- 
* 2 apparelled? eſpecially ſince you come into the pre- 
AY ence of that God who reſiſts the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble, 8 | 1 e 
340), The inſtitution of holy-days is an incroach⸗-⸗ 
ment upon the fourth command, and oppoſite to the 
fſanctification of the Sabbath, which is the only. day | Ar 
now appointed to be kept holy to God. What is it, 1 
but an uſurping of Chriſt's legiſlative power, and a vili= | 1 
fying of the Lord's day, to et ſaints days, or days of MW ©” 


-* human inſtitution, on a level with it, 1 obliging peo- — 
pale to abſtain from labour thereupon : The church hath | ©- 
no power to conſecrate ſuch days; nay, the apoſtles | = 
did it not: There is no word of their conſecrating a | 2 
day to Stephen the proto-martyr, nor to James whom {| ry 
Herod killed with the ſword. Yea, it may be reckoned || 
an idolatrous practite to conſecrate days to ſaints and fer 
angels, and to keep to them their honour, for publiſhing | oY 
their praiſe, and commemorating their acts, fince this ane 
is a piece of worſhip that belongs only to God. th 
Lafily, Not a few in ſome parts of the country do nt 
profane this holy day, by their ſet cabals and drinking- | FF) 
mectings upon it, by reading profane books, and telling dab 


proſane ſtories, by ſcoffing at religion and religious per- 
ſons, and by many other acts of wickedneſs. Alas! , | Sab 
, what helliſß madneſs is this, that ſome are given up to! | pats 
It is even a riding poſt to hell, a dedicating God's holy ill 1.” 


day to the honour and ſervice of the devil, a hanging | — 
but a flag of defiance againſt heaven, and declaring | hog 
war againſt your Maker. It is the ſaying of one, To bef. 
keep the Sabbath in an idle manner, is to keep the : 
4 « Sabbath of oxen or aſſes; to keep the Sabbath in di- n 


« verſions and pleaſures, is to keep the Sabbath of the bel 
E golden calf. But to keep the Sabbath in drunkenneſs = | 


4 


, _. Sabhath-ſanfFifcatiom. : 2797 | 
et and lewdneſs, is the Sabbath of Satan, or the devils I} 
% holy-day.” O profane ſinners, what a dreadful. 1 
mark of wickedneſs is it, to dedicate God's day to the Y 
devil! You cannot poſſibly offer a greater affront and 
indignity to the God of heaven, than to ſerve the devil 
in the works of darkneſs upon that very day which is 
ſolemnly conſecrated to the honour and ſervice of the 
great God. And, can you think that a jealous God will 
pals ſuch an indignity, and take no notice of it? Do ye 
thus provoke the Lord to jealouſy ? are you ſtronger than 
he? Will you fight againſt him that made heaven and 
earth with a word, and by a word can unhinge them 
again; — 4 — breath of his mouth can crumble 
you to duſt? What are you in his ſight, but as a hand- 8 
ful of filly worms? And, do you think to be able to = 
wage war againſt the Almighty ? No, no; be the com- 
bination never ſo ſtrong, the rebels never ſo ſtout, the 
enemies never ſo numerous, he is fully able to maſter 
them, and will certainly do it, Prov. xi. 21. Tho hand 
join in hand, yet the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed, O 
what cauſe have we to pity and pray for ſuch heavens 
daring ſinners, and weep. in ſecret places for their ſouls, 
who wilfully deſtroy, themſelves, and pour contempt - 
on their Maker; who live as if either there were no 
hell, or were afraid it ſhould be full ere they got thi- 
ther; and who ſeem to long to be companions of devils 
and damned ſpirits! The God of infinite@ercy open 
IF the + 15 1 d fp _ career of ſuch, A befoms, they be 

| Ve Hen ręach of mee. . * 

Fug before Pose, Bb mb ask Fe biezkechof the 
Sabbath, What they will anſwer to the Author of the 
| Sabbath, for deſpiſing and abuſing ſuch a rare privilege 

as the Sabbath is? When the Lord calls you poor ſinful | 
creatures, who "deſerve to be» baniſhed fecha 
his preſence, to come and enter into his reſt, and re- 
& freſh your ſouls with the views of his redgeming love, 
and enrich them with the treaſures of kis = ſet open 
before you; O what a ſin mult it be for you to turn * 
our back upon them, and go about to weary the Lord 

y your fins, when he offers ſweet reſt to you! O 

believe it, firs, Ns RIA UI Is not ſuch a light ſin 
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274 Sins oppoſite to, &c. Sh 
as many imagine; ſurely the day is very near when 
you ſhall be brought to think on theſe days you now 
miſ-ipend and make light of. O how will you then 

mourn for the loſs of theſe precious Sabbaths which 
God gave you to find peace and reſt to your ſouls in, 
when you ſhall have 20 reſt night nor day, but the ſmoke 
of your burning and torment ſhall aſcend for ever and 

ever! How will you mourn then, to ſee Abraham's 

boſom afar off, and thouſands at reſt in it whom you a 

hated, and where you might been at reſt as well as e 

they, if yap had not deſpiſed the reſt of the Sabbath a 

here below! It is ſaid, Lam. i. . Jeruſalem «emembred v 
in the days of her miſeries, all her pleaſant things that 1 I 

| ſhe had in the days of old; then the adverſaries ſaw il ' 

her, and did mock at her Sabbaths. So the days of ih ©! 

your miſeries approach, O Sabbath-breakers, when in 

with fad hearts you ſhall remember the pleaſant ordi- re 

nances and ſeaſons of grace you had of old; and then / 

the devils and heathens will mock at you for the loſs II 

of your Sabbaths! Why then ſhould you go to add to 4: 

the fins and miſeries of your eternal ftate, the heinous MW w 

uilt of abuſing ſuch a great number of precious Sab- Ml th 

Dachs as God in his mercy now affords you for the ſa · ¶ ſc 

ving of your ſouls! | | 
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the LORD's DAY. 

: Shall conclude this ſubject with a ſeriaus exhortation 
1 to all ranks, ſtrictly to obſerve the Lord's day. 
's Read and conſider what hath been already ſaid, 


u and you will find many arguments for preſling this 
48 exhortation ; nay, this is the ſcope of all that hath been 
h ſaid. But, that you may the more effectually be con- 
e& vinced of the excellency and neceſſity of this duty, 
at 1 (hall further ſubjoin theſe few motives. 
> I. The ſtrict obſervation of the Sabbath is the moſt. 
of effectual mean for preventing atheiſm and profaneneſs, 
en in regard that, by the frequent recurring thereof. the 
di- remembrance of Chriſt and heaven is ſtill kept up, and 
en Ml {2 and vice are kept under conſtant rebukes and diſgrace, 
oſs If it were not for the obſervation of the Sabbath, 
| to Ml atheiſm and irreligion would quickly overſpread the 
world: And there is nothing tends more to harden 
the heart, ſear the conſcience, and give looſe reins to 
ſcandalous fins and out-breakings, than the profanation 
of the Sabbath. This (as hath been faid) many male- 
factors at gibbets have contefſed to have been the firſt 
beginning of their looſe lives, and that which paved the 
way to their other wicked courſes, and provoked God 
to fe them to fall into theſe heinous crimes which 
brought them to ſuch fatal ends. 


II. God's great goodneſs, and gracious defign, in 
allowing you the Sabbath, lays you under ſtrong obli- 
gations to keep it conſcientiouſly : He gives it not for a 
penance, but a privilege. It is not that he may get ad- 
vantage from you, but that he may give beings to 
you. He hath not commanded the buſineſs of the 

world to ceaſe every ſeventh day, becauſe he is tired 

with governing the fame, or to take any eaſe to him- 
—ſelf; but it is that he may give reſt to your bodies, 

and heavenly refreſhment to your ſouls. Would you 
have Chriſt and the riches of his grace? would you 
have your ſouls wee and weak graces repaircd ? 
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276 An Fx hortation 
then keep the Sabbath, for it is God's weekly. markets 
day; and a free market it is, wherein we may buy 
without money and without price, the richeſt commodi- 
ties that heaven and earth can afford, even the bread 
and water. of life for the lives of our ſouls, the wine 
| of Chriſt's blood to cheer us, the milk of his word to nouriſh 
As, the gold of his grace to enrich. us, and his precious 
| | eye- ſalve to inlighten us, and his white raiment to 
clothe and adorn us. Is this day ſo profitable. to us, 
and will we. not regard it? It is the ſoul's feſtival, a | 
day of reaping, and ingathering, and of laying up in 5 
ſtore for the time to come.” It is God's ſeated. alms- 8 
day, or public deal-day, whercin,he ſcatters Ain: : 
and trumbs of the bread of life among needy ſouls. It 0 
is the queen of days, the dawning of glory, and day- 
_ break of heaven, It is the day for aicend: ag mount } 
Tabor, to ſec Chriſt transfigured before our eyes; and : 
for getting to the top of Piſgah, to get a fight of the N 
promiſed laud. O then! what horrid ingratitude muſt h 
it be to a good God, to profane this plelfed day, and x 
ti 
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flight God's unſpeakable kindneſs in allowing it to us 

for our ſouls advantage? | 
III. The ſtrict obſervation of the Sabbath is an 
excellent mean to ſweeten both the thoughts of death 
and heaven to us. 1ft," As for death, a retiring from 
the world once a-week, will prepare us to welcome 
Gur final removal from it the more cheerfully. But 
they who think it hard to leave their worldly concerns 
for a day to worſhip God, when they expect to return 
to them on the morrow; what a hard pull muſt it be 
for them to part with. them altogether at death, never 
ore to come back to them? and this we muſt all 
ſhortly do, whether we will or no: But to a conſcien- ö 
tious keeper of the Sabbath, the parting with ths ; 
world will not be ſuch ag hard tax. 2dly, It will alſo || . 
ſweeten the thoughts of heaven to us; for the work ] 
and comforts of the Sabbath below, are the foretaſtes of { 
the employments and enjoyments of the everiaſting - 
Sabbath above: And they who delight in the Sabbaths 
on earth (which are zhe days of heaven, and typical 
8 ances of it) cannot but rejoice in the fore- 
| Ones 
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thoughts of celebrating the eternal] Sabbath above, in 
the immediate fruition of God's preſence, and behold- 
ing him as he is for evermore.” But the thoughts of 
heaven tan be nowiſe pleaſant. to a Sabbath-brea! Ker 3 

ea, it would be an uneaſy priſon to him: For, if it 
be a penance to him to be a few days in God's w '01 ſhi] 
now, what a puniſhment would it be to him to be 
engaged in this work for ever? 

IV. Confider who it-is that requires you to fandif 
the Sabbath, even that good and gracious God who | 
giveth you all things richly to enjoys that Gud who 
giveth you your being, your breath, your health, your 
food, and all earthly comforts. O how bountiful 1s 
he to the ſons of men! He gives you the ſun in the 
heavens to ſhine upon your bodies, and the Son of 
his love to die for your ſouls. He allows you fix 
days for your profit and pleaſi;re, he reſerves one for 
his glory. and ſervice; and will you not frankly give 
him his one day, when he is ſo liberal to you? Say 
then to your vain corapanions, when they would 
tempt you to profane the Lord's day, as Joſeph to 


Potiphar's wife, when ſhe tempted him to tin, Gen. 


xXXIx. 9. My maſter hath not kept back any thing from 
me but thee, becauſe thou art his wife; now then can 
I do this great wickedneſ(s, and ſin againſt God? So ſay 
you, God the ſovereigp Lord and Maſter of the 
world hath kept back no time from me, but one day, 
becauſe it was his; how. then can I do this great WiC 
kedneſs, and fin againſt God? 

V. A conſcientious keeping of the Sabbath diſpoſeth 
the ſoul the more for the ſervice of God all the weck 
over. If your ſoul be in a good frame on the Sabbath, 
it will proſper the better all the week for it: Your 
conſcience will be the more tender, your thoughts the 
more ſpiritual, and your affections the more lively. 
If you be in the mount with God on the Sabbath, the 
face of your converſation, will be fair to ſhine in holi- 
neſs through the week. 

VI. Our regard to the Sabbath is a trying teſt of 
the ſtate and frame of our ſouls, whether we be ſpiritual 
er carnal, love God or 85 world moſt, It tries allo _ 

_ 83 the 
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278 An Exhortation 


the conditions of our graces, whether they be waxing uf 
or waning, in a'proſpering or decaying ſtate. Hence © 
God frequently ca'ls the Sabbath a ſign betwixt him 8 
and his people, Exod. xxxi. 17. Ezek. XX. 12, 20. And ks 
indeed our conſcientious keeping and ſanctifying of * 


the Sabbath is a ſign to us ſeveral ways. F 
1ſt, It is a fign of God's ſanctifying our hearts, and 
an evidence of a good work wrought in us by the 6 

holy Spirit. PP” 8 | 
_2dly, It is a clear ſign to diſtinguiſh us from the un- 
fanctified and profane people of the world. 
3341, It is a ſign of our having a conſcientious regard 
to all the other commands of God; and all obſerving 
perſons will find this figy to hold in their daily experi- 
ence. If you keep notdghis command of ſanctifying 
the Sabbath, it is a ſign\you will little regard all the 
reſt. It you ſerve not God on his own day, you will 
make little conſcience of ſerving him in the following 
days of the week; but on the contrary, if you wor- 
ſhip God ſincerely on the Sabbath, and regard this 
holy day, it is a token you will regard all other duties 
of religion. Let us obſerve theſe very noticeable words 
of God, Jer. xvii. 24, 26. If ye hallow the Sabbath-day, 
20 do no work therein: Then ſhall they come from the 
cities of Judab, and all other places, bringing burnt- 
oſferings, meat-offerings, incenſe, and ſacrifices of praiſe 
 aento the houſe of the Lord; that is, The Church of God 
and true religion ſhall flouriſh, and the name of the 
moſt High be exalted in the world. And indeed, for 
my part, I deſpair ever of ſeE&ing Chriſtianity and re- 
formation confiderably advanced in the world, till 
once the Lord's day come to be highly etteemed, 
and ſtrictly obſerved : For ftill it is to be ſeen, wher- 
ever religion flouriſheth in the power of it, there it is] 
that moſt conſcience is made in the obſervation of the 
Sabbath. | | 
4thly, The conſcientious keeping of the Sabbath is a 
fign betwixt God and his people, in reſpect it is a 
token of- a good underſtanding and correſpondence 
betwixt him and them, that controverſies are removed, 
Aud peace and friendſhip maintained, To whom! is 
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the Sabbath, from polluting it. | 
O Chriſtians, would you be bleſſed indeed? then 


RE ſanfl ify the Sabbath. | 


it that God manifeſts moſt of his gracious preſence, 


and the emanations of his ſpecial love? Surely it is to 


thoſe who have the Lord's day higheſt in eſteem, and 
who are the moſt ſtrict and careful obſervers of it. 


Upon all which accounts, Laſtiy, The Spirit of God 
makes this duty a ſign and character of the bleſſed man: 
For, 1/a.lvi. 2. (ſpeaking with e eye to the new- 


teſtament times) he faith, Bleſſed is the man that keepeth 


ſanctify the Lord's day, by ſincere worſhipping your 
Creator, who this day made light firſt to thine; and 
honouring your Redeemer, who this day ruſe from 
the grave, and compleated the work of your redemp- 
tion. As the angel ſaid to the women that came to 
the ſepulchre, Mat. xxviii. 6. He is not here, he is riſen, 
as he ſaid; come, ſee the place where the Lord lay: do 


ſay I to every true lover of Chriſt, He is not here, he 


is riſen; come, obſerve the time when the Lord roſe, 
Obſerve it to his honour and praiſe, and he will ſurely 
bleſs you, and make you glad with the light. of his 
countenance. There was never any who truly obſer» 
ved this command, but will ſay, that rare wa bleſſed 
uy the fruits which ate to be reaped from this bleſſed 
=m=_ | | 
Would you then ſhare of theſe fruits, and pleaſe 
God in keeping his Sabbath ? then take the following 
advices; (1.) Remember to honour and glorify God, 


the Father, the Son and the holy Ghoſt, upon this 


holy day, by aſcribing to each Perſon of the bleſſed 


Trinity the glory of his proper work. As, 1. Afcribe 


to the Father the glory of his power, wiſdom and good- 
neſs in creating the world for our accommodation, and 


contiiving our recovery when we had loſt ourſelves, 


and, for an example to us, reſting on the Sabbath after 
he had reviewed his work with delight.—— 2. We ought 


to glorify the Son this day, by aſcribing to him the 
| honour of undertaking and carrying on the work of 


our redemption, by his incarnation and death, and by 


+ his riſing from the dead on the third day, now ſet apart 
for the Lord's $abbath,-—-3. We are to glorify the 2 
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280 As Exhortation | 
purchaſed redemption to believers in. his work of re- 
generation and ſanctification, which he began in a glo- 
nous manner by that wonderful effuſion on the church 
in the day of Pentecoſt, being alſo the Lord's day. In 


this manner we ought to glorify God, giving honour to 
the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, upon this holy day, 


if we would keep the Sabbath acceptably to the Lord. 


(2.) Let us mind the direction of the holy Ghoſt in 
Ia. Ivill. 13. with reſpe& to the keeping of this day, 


to wit, to call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
. Lord, honourable, and honour him, not doing our own 


ways, nor finding our own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking our 
own words, Which direction teacheth us, that the 


beſt way to prevent Sabbath-breaking, and to honour 


God on his own day, is to call the Sabbath a delight. 


O that we knew what this meaneth ! 


Veſt. When may we be faid to call the Sabbath | 


* our delight?“ Ws 

Anſw. 1. We call it our delight, when we rejoice at 
the approach of the Sabbath, and make due prepara- 
tion for it; and when we ſolace our ſouls, in the joy- 
ful expectation of communion with God on his own 
day, faying with David, Pſal. xliii..4. Then will 1 go 
unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy. 
2. When we give the Sabbath an early welcome, and 


1 ſtir up ourfelves, to ſeek God betimes upon it; like 


David, Pfal. Ixiii. 1. O God, thou art my God, early 
will I ſeek thee.-----3, When we are diſſatisfied with 
theſe things that would hinder us from the right 
i. of the Sabbath, and are grieved that we can 
keep Sabbaths no better.--------4. When we eſteem 
every minute of Sabbath-time to be moſt precious, 
and are careful that none of it be waſted away ; but 
order matters ſo wiſely, that ene duty of the Sabbath 


may not juſtle out another; that is, to be fo early in 


our cloſet-devotion, that the cloſet may not hinder fa- 
mily-duties; and ſo to perform theſe, that they may 
not incroach upon God's publick worſhip.----5. When 
we are concerned to have all belonging to us to keep 
E the Sabbath as well as ourſelves, and glad to ſee this 


holy i 


Ghoſt, by aſcribing to him the honour of applying the 
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to ſanliiſy the Sabbath. 23 t,ü˖ Þ 
holy day regarded and honoured by all about us. Then 
it may be ſaid, we call the Sabbath a delight. 8 
Now, after all I have ſaid, let me come in the end, 
in the name of that great Lord who inſtituted the Sabv- 
bath for his own glory, and the good of men, earneſt- 
ly to exhort, beſeech and obteſt all ranks and degrees 
of perſons, whether they be parents or children, ma- 
ſters or ſervants, magiſtrates or people, young or old, 
to put all honour and reſpect upon this holy day; to 
ſanctify it as God requires, and abſtain from all world- 
ly employments and recreations upon it. Do not grudge 
your Maker his one day of ſeven, but be willing to 
dedicate it wholly to his worſhip and ſervice. O how 
do you think to ſpend a whole eternityi in God's holy 
preſence, and in holy ſpiritual exerciſes, if you can't 
bring yourſelves to ſpend one day in a week in holy 
| work? ----- Again, ſee that you be impartial in his ſer- 
L vice; be as willing to hear what God faith to you from 
his word, as you would have God to hear what you 
: ſay to him in prayer. Some are all for prayers, as if 
they were only to tell God what they would have from 
; him; but care not for ſermons, or for hearing what. 
| God requires and expects from them: But, if you 
| would have God to hear your prayers when you ſpeak 
| to him, you muſt diligently hearken to his word when 
he ſpeaks to you. It is by hearing the word upon the 
| Lord's day that God hath converted many thouſands 
to himſelf. The Sabbath is a merciful inftitution to 
loft finners for their ſalvation, and many have been 
and will for ever be thankful for it: For hereby they 
have been led to make proper ſtands in life, and to re- 
view their bypaſt actions, ſo as to order their courſe < 
more wiſely for the. time to come; which they had :; 
never done, if they had not been led to a religious re» 
tirement on the Lord's day.) — 
Seeing this holy day is ſuch a bleſſing and privilege vp 
to the world, let me intreat parents, maſters, magl= _M 
ſtrates, and all who have power, to exert it for promo» ' i 
ting the keeping of it. You are not only to ſanctiff 
the Sabbath yourſelves, but alſo you muſt do your ut= . | 
moſt that theſe under you do jt likewiſe, This TOR: 6 
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282 A Exhortation 
aasre bound to by the Lord's expreſs charge in the fourth 
Command, where it is ſaid, Thou, thy ſon, thy daugh- 
ter, thy ſervants, the ſtranger within thy gates; impor- 
ting, that you are to uſe your power and influence over 
all within your gates, to cauſe them obſerve the Sab- 
bath, and keep them from profaning it; leſt God im- 
pute their ſins to you, as to Eli in the like caſe, for 
not uſing your power to reſtrain them. It is not in- 
deed in the power of perſons in authority to make all 
thoſe religious who are under their juriſdiction; but it 
would put them in a likely way of being ſo, to keep 
them from ſuch things as would hinder the religion of 
and cauſe them attend the means of inſtru- 
And alſo to tell them in private of the reſt and 
ines of the world to come, purchaſed by Chrift, 
the right keeping of the Sabbath leads unto. 
This dught to be the great care of parents with reſpect 
to their children in younger years. It is one of the 
firſt things that children are capable of, namely, to di- 
ſtinguiſh this day from others: And then they ſhould 
be taught to lay aſide their other days diverſions, even 
before they are capable of godly exerciſes; 'and thus 
they are gradually to be inured to Sabbath-keeping as 
the beginning of wiſdom. This method took God to. 
introduce religion into the world ; It was his firſt ap- 
pointment and inſtitution, to reſt on the {eventh day, 
and to ſanctify it, Gen. ii. 3. as if he deſigned this to 
be the foundation and beginning of all religion. Let 
all heads of families follow this great example. ; 
Likewiſe, we ſee God requires maſters to take care 
that their ſervants and all within their gates keep the 
=_— Sabbath: And indeed it is highly their intereſt and wiſ- 
dom to do ſo; for, if you be careful that your ſervants 
| do their duty to God, God will take care that your ſer- 

vants do their duty te you.-—--In like manner, the civil 
magiſtrates, who are the fathers of cities and ſtates, 
ſhould uſe their power over all within their gates or 
Juriſdiction, to cauſe them obſerve God's holy day, 
We ſee, Nehemiah threatned bodily puniſhment on the 
men of Tyre for breaking the Sabbath, Neh. xiii. 21. 

= And Jeremiah, by God's appointment, calls upon the | 
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that upon their higheſt peril, Jer. xvii. 19, 25, 27. 


and hence it is, that our kings and parliaments have 


made. ſo many excellent laws againſt the profanation of 


the Sabbath. May God put it into the hearts of theſe, _ 


who ought to be preſervers and executers of laws, to 
put them in execution! This would tend much to the 


ous and immortal ſouls in the eternal world, and the 
peace of their conſciences when they come to ly on 


a deathbed, which they ſhould be looking out for every 


. Let me addreſs both young and old upon this 
head. | LET 

I. As for you that are young, I intreat you to re- 
member the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Improve this 
day with all care and earneſtneſs; for it is the day wheres 
in poor ſinners uſualiy begin their acquaintance with 
God, and converſion to him: And the proper ſeaſon 


for this work is the time of youth; for now the heart 


is moſt tender and pliable, and ſooner melted for ſin, 


than afterwards, when you come to greater age: For, - 


the longer you go on in fin, the heart will turn the 
harder, and the conſcience more ſeared. The longer 
you forget God, the more eſtranged will you grow, 


and unwilling to return to him. The branches of a 
tree, while young, may be bowed and trained up any. 


way; but, When they are old, they will not ply. +». 
Again, confider, that the ſooner you begin to ſan- 


ctify the Sabbath, and be ſerious about your ſouls, God | 3 


will love you the better. See how he remembers the 
kindneſs of youth, Jer. ii. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord, I 


remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, the love of "i 
thine eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in the wil- 
derneſs, &c. He loves thoſe who come in at the firſt 7 
found of the goſpel, far more than rebels, who ſtand 
out till the laſt, that they can do no more. The fewer 
calls and invitations you reſiſt, the more kindly wil 
Vou be accepted of God: He loved a young Abi,, 
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princes to ſee that the Sabbath be not profaned, ang 


glory of God, and to the welfare of nations, cities 
and families.-----But, laſtly, Let me exhort all in infe- 
rior ſtations, both young and old, to obſerve the fourth 
command, as they regard the ſalvation of their preci- | 
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284 A Fr hortation : 
2 young Joſiab, a young Timothy; and John is called 
the diſciple whom Jeſus loved, John x111. 23. becauſe ge 
was youngeſt and earlieſt converted. See how affe- 
ctionately Paul ſalutes Epenetus, by the title of his well- 
beloved, becauſe of his being Chriſt's firſt-fruits in A- 
chaia, Rom. xvi. 5. And, if Paul loved him ſo much, 
to be ſure Chriſt loved him far more. | : 
Moreover, do not think that juſtice will ſpare you, 
if it find you in fin, and out of Chriſt, becauſe you 
are young. Preſume not upon mercy upon this account 
remember that threatning, P/al. Ixviii. 21. God ſhall 
wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of him 
that goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſes. You have no ground 
to think that he will ſpare you till you be eld and bald- 
headed: No; he may even take you by the hairy ſcalp, 
while you are in your youthful vigour and freſhneſs, and 
| -puniſh you, as he hath done many others before you. 
O young folk, if you would mind your ſouls, and | 
fſiuanctify the Sabbath in the days of youth, take theſe 
few directions; Sts | 
If, Look always on death as near, and within a few 
ſteps of you. Alas! many young folk think it as im- 
proper for them to be thinking on their graves, as to 
think of going to bed at noon; their ſun is high, and 
It is a long time to night; they look on death at forty _ 
or fifty Years diſtance, O what folly is this! Do you 
not ſee graves of your length, and skulls of your ſize, 
in the church-yard? Yea, do you not fee twenty die 
young, to one that lives to old age? Let death and 
eternity be then the frequent ſubje& of your medita- 
tion on the Lord's day. | 
4 '24'y, Think much this day upon your vileneſs and 
miſery by nature, that you are children of wrath, heirs 
= of hell, enemies to God, and ſtrangers to Chrift and the 
= eoverant of grace; yea, ſervants to fin, and bond-ſlaves 
to the devil: For the prodigal never thought of turning 
do his Father, till he faw himſelf in a loſt and undone 
condition. 
ay, Think much on Chriſt's fitneſs, fulneſs, and 
= faiablcncſs for all your wants and maladies. In him 
way find a zemedy for whatever troubles you. Is 
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it guilt? here pardon. Is it great ſins? here a Re- 


3 | deemer's blood that cleanſeth from all ſin. Are you con- 

_— demned? here ſufficient righteouſneſs to Jjuitify you. Its 
: pollution and filthineſs you fear? here a deep and open ji 
a Fountain that runs continually. Are you chaineſd 


priſoners? here liberty. Are you drowned in debt? 


; Him that cometh (faith he) I will in nowiſe caſt out. 
1 4thly, Let children and young folk carefully attend 
£ ordinances this day in the church; ly cloſe by the pook 
Ade, till it pleaſe the Angel of the covenantto come and 
put you in. Study to remember what you hear, and give 
account thereof to your parents when yqu come home. 
5thly, Early acquaint yourſelves with the ſcriptures; | 
read much of them this day, and meditate on them, A 
Pſal. cxix. 9. Wherewithal ſhall” a young man Px 
his way? by taking heed thereunto, according to thy 
word. How came Timothy to be ſo well acquaint with 
Chriſt and his way? but becauſe from à child he knew 
the ſcriptures, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 2 
 Gthly, Be much this day in prayer; for the prayers,” i 
of young folk are very pleaſant muſick in God's ears, 3 
It would be both very pleaſant and profitable, if chili“ 
dren of the ſame family would take ſome time this day, 
to meet, and read and pray together; for ſo the ex»- AY 
amples, and hearing of one another, would be mutu- 
ally helpful, and ſtir them up to a concern about their 
duty. It is the fault of parents, that do not put them 
on to this practice. If children did thus begin early ⁵⁶ 
to the ſervice of God, it would become habitual ank 
delightful to them afterwards. But, alas! inſtead of 
this, many parents let their children run and play i 4 
the ſtreets, and in the church and church-yard, on the i 
Sabbath, without reſtraint, But let ſuch parents re- 
; | | | member, 3 
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: here a Ranſom and Surety. Are you diſeaſed? here 
Balm. > Are you poor ? here - fine Gold, Are you. - E: 

; dead? here the Reſurrection and the Life. Are you ftar- 
5 ving? here the manna, and the fatted calf. Are you 4 
3 weak, and unable for duty? here all-ſufficient gracs _| 
WY and ſtrength. Vea, he is able to ſave to the uttermoſs, | 
} all that come to God by him: And particularly, he ſays⁵ 
: of little children, Suffer them to come unto me; and, k 
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member, that tho' children die in their iniquities, yet 
their blood God will require at their band one day. + 
II. I ſhall cloſe with a word to aged people. You | 
Þ that are old men and women, give ear to what I am 
co ſay. Conſider how many Sabbaths you have miſ- 
ſpent, and mourn for if. In threeſcore years time, 
you have above three thouſand Sabbaths to reckon for- 
And if God lay judgment to the line, and-righteouſneſs 
t. the plummet, you will not be able to anſwer for one 
of them. O humble yourſelves deeply before God, 
and employ Chrift to clear your counts for you. Put 
on reſolutions in his ſtrength, to improve time better 
for the future, and particularly the Sabbaths which God 
may yet allow you, for ſecuring an intereſt in Chriſt, 
and making proviſion for long- laſting eternity. Have 
you not great need for it? Alas! there are many old 
& perſons who have all yet to do. Their glaſs is near 
run, and their ſun is at the n ee; yet they have 
their work to begin, and their journey to ſet out for. 
Tho' they have lived threeſcore years in God's world, 
yet they never ſpent three hours of all that time in ſin- 
cere ſerving of God, or providing for endleſs eternity. 
They never communed with their hearts, thought on their 
ways, {hed a tear for fin, or fell on their knees, to cry, 
Tord, what ſhall I do to be ſaved? What hope ſhall I 
& haven a dying hour? Where will I take up my lodg- 
ing through eternity? How many old perſons are 
groſly ignorant of the firſt principles of religion? Yea, 
many children of five or tix years old will far outitrip 
them. O what is the reaſon of all this, but the ne- 
glect and miſ-ſpending of the Sabbath-day, and the 
Contempt of the means of grace and knowledge, which 
you might have enjoyed thereupon ! Well then, what 
| reſolve you to do for the time to come? Have you 
not forgotten God and Chriſt, and neglected your ſouls 
and heaven long enough? Or, will you do it to your 
Aying hour? Are you content to go to the grave without 
1 riſt, and without hope? O what a fad fight is it, to ſee 
= gray hairs and graceleſneſs meeting together! to ſee men 
put to look through their ſpectacles, but never minding 
to look to their Saviour! to ſee them leaning on their 
a jou td nV ſta ves, 
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flaves, but never thinking of relying on Chrift for ſal- 


vation! to ſee age forcing them to bow and, bend their FA | 


bodies to the carth, but yet never bowing a knee in 


ſecret, to beg repentance! O what a ſhame is it to live - 


fifty or ſixty years in the world, without a fervent pray- 0 5 
er, or penitent tear for fin ! to live without God, witbzz. 


out Chriſt, and without faith! O what will you an- 
ſwer for the fearful abuſe of God's long- ſuffering pa- 
fience! Old finner, better thou hadſt died when a 
child, or when firſt born, than to have lived ſo long, 


and go to hell at laſt, If thou dieſt old in age, anja 
old in fin, what a hot and fiery hell mayſt thou look for- 
at laſt! O how many Sabbaths and ſermons! how 


many calls, counſcls and exhortations have you to an- 

ſwer for! Remember, you will be called to an account 
for every year, month, day and hour you have lived: 
And, what account can you give of fifty 12 ſpent 
in fin, fixty years lived in a chriſtleſs an 


and Cautioner, to clear thy counts, and pay thy debts, 
before the door be ſhut; and improve the time and 
Sabbaths which remain, for God's glory, and your pre- 
cious ſouls advantage. And to him, who can effectu- 


ally perſwade and enable you ſo to do, be praiſe for | 


FINIS. 


pray erleſs 
fate, or three thouſand Sabbaths trifled away? Will 


you be perſwaded then to flee to Chriſt, as thy Surety I 
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